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| TO THE © 


READER 


"F Hree Tears are now elaps'd, fince 
The Firſt Volume of Letters, 
written by a Spy at Paris, was pubhiſh'd © 
in Engliſh. Aud it was expected, that 
a Second ſhould have come out long before . 
this. The favourable Reception which 
That found amongſt all Sorts of Readers, 
would have encouraged a ſpeedy Tran- 
ſlation of the Reſt, had there been ex- 
tant any French Edition, of more than 
the Firſt Part. But, after the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, none could be heard of : And, 
as for the Italian, our Bookſellers have 
not that Correſpondence in thoſe Parts, 
as they have in the more Neighbouring 
Countries, of France aud Holland. 8 
that it was a Work deſpair d of, to reco- 
ver any mort of this Arabian Memoirs. 
We little dreamt, that the Florentines 
hagbeen fo buſy in Printing, aud ſo ſuc- 
ceſ5ful in Selling the continued Tran- 


A'S” flation 


„ he -READER, 
lation of theſe Arabian Epiſtles; 710 
it was the Fortune 4 anEngliſh Gentle- 
man, to travel in thoſe Parts laſt Sum- 
mer, and diſcover the Happy News. TI 
will not foreſtall bis Letter, which is 
annexed to this Preſace, for the Satise 
fattion of the World ; but only acquaint 
you, That upon the Receipt of it, the 
Perſon to whom it was directed, was ſo 
well pleaſed with the Propolal, that he 
made it his immediate Buſmeſs, to find 
out the Engliſh Tran/lator Y, the Firlt 
Volume, as judging him to be the-fitteſt 
Per ſon; which being done, he immediates 
ly gave an Account of his Proceedings to 
Mr. Saltmarſh, at Amſterdam, who 
ſent him over Two Tomes of the Turk- 
11h Spy in Italian, with Promiſe of the 
Reſt, when theſe were made Engliſh. 
One of theſe I here preſent you with, 
and the Other wil!, &er long, be ready 
OSTER.” {6A 
" Fneed not ſay any Thing of the Ori- 
ginal Arabick, or of the Author, the - 
Place of hi, Abode, and how bis Wri- 
tings came to Lig ht. Sufficient hag been 
ſpoken on. that Subject, in the Freface 
| | 1 to 


| To the REA DER. 
to the Firſt Part. I ſhall only add, That 
if his Style may ſeem in this Part, to 
vary ſometimes from the Firft Volume, 
it muſt be attributed to the Difference 
of the Languages from whence they are 
Tranſlated 347 being impo/%ble to obſerve 
an equal Idiom, in following Two ſuch 
different Languages, 9s French and 
Italian: The One dancing in /oft Mea- 
ſures, delicate Cadencies, and ſmooth Pe- 
riods ; the Other, aauvancing in Lofty 
Strains, keeping a Roman Pace, full 
of Maſculine and Sententious Gravity. 
Neither can the Arabian-kimſe!f, be 
ſuppoſed always in the ſame Temper ; or, 
that his Style ſhould be all of a Piece. In 
ſome Places, where he treats of Sieges 
and Battles, he ſeems to foot the Pyr- 
hick Meaſures in Proſe}, there breathes 
a certain Martial Ardor in his Words, 
In other Places, on the ſame & hiect, he 
goes on like an Inpartial Hiſtorian, 
barely relating Matter of Fact, without 
any Flowers or Gloſſes. He ſeems not 
to trifle with Philotophy, or Religion; 
but, handles the One in the peculiar 
Dialect of the Eaſt, and treats of the 
- A 3 Other, 


| 
To the READER. 
Other, in the caſtigate Language f 
the Weſtern Scheel To ſhew he T1 
been converſant in the Academies; as he 
Bimſel 7 Let ter XX. Book I. 
Vol. I. 1» aWord, throughout all his 
Letters, there is 4. Quaiuineſo of Ex- 
prelſlon, peculiar to the Arabians : And, 
 bowever he may vary in his Style, yet 
his Senſe retains the ſame Edge; be is 
Lively to the very laſt. Nay, As far 
as J can perceive, both his Language, 
Senſe, and Judgment, grow more Cor- 
rect, as he advances in Tears Ana, 
you will find ſome Difference between 
his Letters of 1637 and 1660. 
Hxpect the whole Series of them, as. 
faſt as tbey can conveniently be publiſhed, 
the Third Volume being almoſt ready 
for the Preis : In which, the Reader 
will find the ſtrangeſt Revolutions, aud 
moſt amazing Accidents, that ever hap- 
fend in the World ſince the Creation; 
with many French Intrigues and Court 
Policies, which would never have come 
to Light, had it not been for this ſubile 
Arabian. Farewel. "4 
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LE T T E R 


From Mr. Daviel Saltmarſh, to his 
Friend in London, concerning the 
Valio Copy of the Roy” E b 


01 4 7 R, te 6 eu 
Raveling Gerth 1 chis 
Summer, and coming to Ferrara 
about the Middle of Fane, I 
made ſome Stay in that City, in Com- 
pliance with the Importunity of my 
Siſter, the Wife of Signiar Nicolas Valen- 
tins, fo former y Merchant in London. - Das 
ring my Abode at her Houſe, I was 
brought acquainted with that Eminent 
and Learned Phyſician, Julio de Medici r, 
of the Hoyſe of Florence, and late Stu: 
dent at Padua. This accomphiſh'd Per 
ſon received me with fingular Hen 
A 4 | and 


1 Ae. Saltmarſh* s FEY 1 


10 Friendſhip: In all his Deportment, 
giving Proots of a Dif . d 


. 


his Character, and the Blood which 
ths in his Veins. He is univerſally 
Learned, and” by his prodigious Read- 
ing, ( Which cannot be hid from thoſe 
who converſe with him) he ſeem'd to me 


2 « Walking Library. You cannot name 


an Author” of Note, with whom he is 
951 acquainted, be ing a careful ColleGor, 
or rather an Bagrofier,” of all Remark- 
able Books," He gave me familiar Ac- 
ceſs to his Library, which, according to 
the beſt Computation Icould make, con- 
ſiſted of no leſs than ſix Thouſand choice 
Treatiſes. You know my Inclination, 
nd, 10 eaſily beliere, that I took no 
mall Delight in the Liberty Thad, not 
only to Survey, but alſo to make Uſe of 


this Treaſure, ſo long as J ſtaid in 5 


rara. I was there daily, and thought 
that Lime miſpent, which my other 
Obligations took from in yStudy, Among 
other Books, I chanced to open the ta- 
lian T ranſlation of the Turkifo Spy, which 
was ſo celebrated all over Europe, and 
which I had read both in French and 


Engliſh. Thad the Curioſity to peruſe it 


over, and found it exactly to agree with 
thoſe * Tranſlations Thad ſeen; which made 


me ask this Gentleman, Whether there 
he were 


Mr. Saltmarſh's Letter, &c. 
were no more Volumes of it Printed? He 
preſently ſhewed me 8ix more, and told 
me, The Eigbeb was in the Preſs.” Over- 
joy'd at this News,:I asked him, Where 
might furniſh myſelf with thoſe Seven = 
Volumes already Printed? He aſſured me 
the Firſt Impreſfions ere all ſold off, but 
that they would be Reprinted again. I 
expreſſed ſome Sorrow and Concern, that 
I could not procure thoſe Books; when, 
with an unparalleld Generoſity, he frank - 
ly beſtow'd thoſe Seven Volumes upon me. 
* Tis true, at our firſt Acquaintance, I 
had obliged him with a Preſent, on which, 
J believe, he ſet a greater Price than on 
theſe Books; it being a Watch of moſt 
curious Workmanſhip, made by One of 
the greateſt Artiſts in Italy. However, 
I fancy d my Gift returned Seven- fold in 
theſe Books. I brought them along with 
me through Germany into Holland, where 
I kept them as a Secret Treaſure; being 
deſirous, if poſſible, that the Six Volumes 
which are not yet Tran//ated out of rali- 
an, might firſt ſpeak my Native Tongue, 
that ſo we may not always be obliged to 
the French for the moſt acceptable Pro- 
ducts ot the Preſs, Knowing there fore, 
the ſingular Delight you take in Enter- 
prizes of this Nature, and how much it 
may lie in your Wa» to procure a Tran 
| "48 0 latien 


Mr. Saltmarſh's Letter, Kc. 
tation of theſe Vorunes, by Reaſon of 
your great Acquaintance with Learned 
and I»genious Men, I offer you the Re- 
faſal of this Undertaking; both for the 
Friendſhip: that is between us, and be- 
cauſe I know none ſo fit to manage this 

. Deſign, as yourſelf, I will willingly ven- 
„ture a Share in the Coſt, but 1 would 
have no more than a Third Perſon con- 
cern'd in it. H you accept of this Pro- 
poſal, Iwill ſend you the Halian Volumes, 

and leave the Succeſs to your Conduct. 
I can aſſure you, That none but the Fir/t 
Part is as yet Tranflated into French, or 
any other Language, except the Italian; 

and the following Tomes arc not to be had 
| for Money. I herefore, we have a fair 

| Opportunity of obliging the Nation 

if witha Work ſo long expeded, and fo much 

| Ae/ired by all that have ſeen the FIXS T 
'Vorume. My Occaſions require me to 
ſpend this Winter at Amſterdam; but, I 
hope, in the Spring, to ſee you at London. 
In the Intetim, am, | 
ee nt 8 DD, 
| | > +4 s 


| Fo Hin 90. | FE | Your, &c; 


Dariel Saltmarſh, 


nasses ene 
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LETTERS and MATTERS 


Contained in thr * o Lu ME. 


* 


VOL U. 


BOOK 1. 


LETTER 15 


mut, the Arabian, faithful Slave of Sultan 
Ibrahim, to Bechir m_ his Highneſs's 

Chief Treaſurer at Con ntinople. Page 1 
Of Carcoa's long Silence, and Mahmut Su/picion. 
. thereof ; Of 2 Removal from 72 en Four * 


count. 


Il. To 


—— 2 ̃ ¶ — — 


* To Reis Een 45 Plincipal Sccretary of S'ate. 22 


The . 


U. To the Aa of the anizari thy. 
-*Of the Saegith NN ; 1 'Drath : 2 „15 
— Albert; the Taking e o G 8 and 
I Torr by General Chief Þ CST Gar 
o:ltrabim Chanregit, haet Beſtan £ 
dener to the , ACK iba 4 
/ an Herb call'd the Ill Neighbour ; and of the 
Senſible Plant; Of Mahmut' Enemies at the 
Seragho. 
IV. To Muz/u Reis Effendi, Principal 9 of 
' Stcte at Conſtantin . 5 
Carcqa ' Death at Vienna, and , Nathan Ben 
Saddi' ileteeding bim in C Commiſſiom; OF 
Mahmut“ Retzrn to Paris. | 
V. To the Kaimatham. 7 
/ the Death of the Queen. Mother of France ; 
_ Of her Afparition to Cardinal Richlieu, and of 
TT * ; 
VI. To the Venerable Mai, Sovereign © of the True 
and Undefiled Faith. ' 20 
Of the Death of Mary de Medicis, Queen-Mother 
«nd Dowager of France; Of Cardinal Richlieu's 
Letter to her, and o the Rich Church of Saint 


Dennis in France. | {} . 
VII. To Dgnet Og ou. 1 
Of a iolent Timpeſt of Thunter and Lightning ; Of 


u hat be tpencd to Mahmut daring this Storm; 
and, Of the Cuflom of op abs Bells at Paris 
on ſuch Occaſions. 2 

VIII. To the ſamee © if 36 
Of his F end. ip and G WRIT] «ith a Carme- 

lite Friar; / Inages end Pictures. 1. wn 
* To the Loimacham. 18 
of the Wers in Catalonia ond Rouſſillion: of the 


Siege of. Perpignan, and the Cee of he 
French King. 


Of 


The 1 4 165 


Of the Irijurics dine to Nu French Lords by the 
Sub. Baſlee of Salhia, near Arabia, | 
XI. To Narban Ben Saddi,” a Few at Vienna.” + 24 

Of Carcoa's Death, and of his Virtues, whith he 

-  exhorts him to imitate ; he defirer, Carcoa's J our- 

_» nal and Papers may be font him to Paris. 
XII. To Dent Oglow. 
Of the French Ladies ndditing them/chues to Phi- 
forty A Charatter of Monkeur des Cartes. 
He defrres him to ſend him the Inſcriptions of the 
Obeiſks and Columns in the Hyprodrome at 
Conſtantinople. 
XIII. 4 o Cæra Hali, a Phyſieian, at canſtartio- 
"i 28 
of the irg $ Phyfick- Garden in Paris; of a fa- 
nous Library in that City; of the Palaces and 
Heſpitals ;* particularly of the Hoſpual 70 God. 
1 Digreſſion concernirg Friendfpip. = 
XIV. To 2 Kaimac han : 33 
4 Continuation of the Stege Perpignan; 1#e 
Exjhits of the Mareſchal de la Mothe; tis 
Taking the Towns of Tamarit and Mouſon ; ; 
and of a Sea-Figkt erwween $204 French and ne 
Spaniards. F933 
XV. 10 %, his Kinſman. 35 
Hie Congratulates bis ſafe Return to Conftantino: 
T 3; Pens bim for the Alms and Sacrifice 
e performed for the Health of his Sculs Ex- 
poſxlatts avith bim nden bis Three Y, cars 
©. » Trewel. 
XVI. To Berber Muftopha Aga, at Conftuminophi 39 

Of the' Duke of Lorrain's Excommunication ; and 

F his Protelt againſt it. Of the unaccauntable 
8 the Popes bude over the Chriſtian Prin- 


XVI . To Beartdin, Superior of the Derviſes, of 
the Convent of Cogni in Natelia. 4 


4 91 


The TABLE 

Hi ſends him @ Character of Jeſus Chriſt ; avirh' 
a Deſcription of his Perſon, which Publius 
Lentulus, Pre/ident of Judza, ſent to the Senate 


| of Rome. 1 
XVIII. To the Kaimachamn. | 4 
Of the Reduction of Alac. _ Ge Tides 
XIX. To Muſftapha, Baſſa of Siliſtria. 4 
He congratulates his Victory over the Coffacks ; tells 


him hat the French Jay of him, acquaints him 
with the Wars between the Pope and the Duke 
xx. To Re Erl, Principal Secretary of Stat 
To Reis Efendi, Princi of State. 48 
Of the Diſappointment he Turks met with in their 
Defign to take Raab. | | 
XXI. To Enguruli Emir Cheik, a Man of the Law. 50 
He complains of the General Wickedneſs of Europe; 
The Corruption of the French Court; whereof? 
he gives bim an Inſtance in the Story of Monſieur 
Belville. 3 
XXII. To the moſt Illuſtrious Vigir Azem, at the 
Paort. | Tx 2 
Of the Birth of Sultan Mahomet ; and the Saal. 
menti f the French Ladies on that Occafion. 
XXIII. To the ſame. 53 
He applauds his Fuftice, in putting to Death the 
Perhan Emir, abe fir/t taught Sultan Amurath 
to drink, Wine ; adviſes him. to do the ſame to 


- Muſtapha Baſla, 44 
XXIV. To the Venerable Mi, Prince of the Re- 
ligion of the Turks. 55 


He a:ſcourſes of Holy Water; and / Dogs being 
 fermitted to enter the Chriſtian Churches; he 
reproaches the Chriſtians, with prophaning their 
. . - "Temples, by making Love in them. 
XXV. To the Vir Axem, Prime Pirector of the 
Affairs of the Otioman Empire. 57 
He informs him of the Commotions in England. 
ns + XXVI. To 


* 9 


The TABLE. 
XXVI. To 4bdel Melec Muly Omar; Superintendant 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 66 
Of the Mction of the Earth : That the Planets are 
Habitable : Of Vigiliuvs being put to Death for 
eferting the Antipodes ; and that Galilzus had 
the to run the ſame Fate, for maintaining Coner- = 
nicus's Doctrine. , 
XXVII. To Cara Haly, the Phyſician at Conflanti- 
dipl. | | 69 
Ne offerts, That Beats baue Reaſon, or a Faculty 
2 Analogous to it ; in Oppoſition to the Carte- 
XXVIII. To Haſjein Baſſa. \ 3 2042 
He reproaches the Tutor of the Pages in the Seraglio 
— evith Envy and ill Offices. 
XXIX. To Se/yman, his Couſin at Conflantineple. 74 
He accepts his Atology for difamirg Him; gives 
ein Counſel how to deport himſelf toward 
—— his Wife, and exhorts lim to keep a good Con- 
Cience, 
XXX. To the Kaimacham. 77 
Of the Surrender of Perpignan; Of Olivarez his 
bindring its Relief ; and his being diſtracted at 
the News of its Loſs. Of Cardinal Richlieu's 
falling into Diſgrace, and his Refloration to the 
King's Fadcur. 5 hn 
XXXI. Io Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 79 
« Of the Receipt of his Letter, with Carcga's Jour- 
nal and Legacy. He defires him to order his Bills 
better for erte 334k 
XXXII. To the Venerable Muf7;, Prince of the Trae 
and Undefiled Faith. & 
He d:ſcourſcs of Chriſt's Incarnation : Of the Angel 
: Gabriel's bruſoing the Moon with his Wing, 
and caufing the dark Spots in that Planet. Of 
Reratus des Cartes. a 
XXXIII. Io the Vizir Axem at the Portr. 5 


Of a Greek Merchant, who was ferc'd out of his 
Country by the Infolence of the Janizaries. 
XXXIII. To Cara Haly, the Phyſician at . 
not le. | 5 
Touching the various Sets. of Mahometans and 
Chriſtians : Of the Golden Age, and many Ab- 
* ſurdities taug ht 25 the Mahometan Doctors. 


_—— 


BOOK IT. 


LETTER I. 


O the Kaimacham. 89 
Of Cardinal Richlicu's Death; of his De- 
ſcens, Education, Preferments, and the Jea- 
louſy of the Grandes. 


it To the V kia Mufti. = 92 
On the ſa me Subje, and of the Cardinal 5 "A 4 | 
His Character. 


III. To Jafmir Sgire Rugial, an Aſtrologer at ys: 5 


E Parethraſes on his N: ere, drolls on his Prof, 2 
ion, and wiſh:s him to return to his old Trade of 
teaching Pigeons to carry Letters. 

IV. To the Grand Signior's Chief Treaſurer. 96 

He excuſes the Infrequencies of bis Letters; mentions 
the King of Perſia's Death; relates the Surrender 
of Tortona, and the Marriage of the Prince of 
Savoy evith- his Niece. * 


V. To Darniſh Meh: met Bea. 99 
- Of Cardinal Julio Mazarini, Richlie s Succeſſor. 
VI. To %%, his Kinſman. 100 


Ve difires him, to make an Offering for him t9 
i? Shch 


-. 


The T ABLE. 

Sheh Boubac, à Santone ar Aleppo: The St: 
of Symana Fiſſa; He requires le Account 7 
Th i ns , | 0 
VII. To'M:homet, Bafſa of Damaſcus. 102 
Of” Manſour, the youngeff Son of Facardine, the 
brave Emir of Sidon. And, Of a Battle frught 

- \ ' before Leipfick. © © | * 
VIII. To the Venerable Mufti, Arbitrator of the 
Problems ard Myſteries of Faith. ' 104 
He aifeers all the Scruples of his former Letter 
to the Mufti; and afſe#ts the Bodily Delights of 

Paradiſe. ern ee CRY rw 

IX. To the Kaimacham. (18791 4110 
Of the Extraordinary Honours done to the-Prince 
Y Morgues by the French King, as a Reward of 
, Services. 1 "oh * 0 5 
X. To Achmet Brig. © var WIR "2 
Of the D.ſign which the Spaniſh Ambaſſador hag, 
of Murd:ring the Portugueſe Ambaſlador at 


Rome. | : | 
XI. To the Vir Azcm,. at the Porr. 15 
He expoflulates with him, concerning the Threatnings 
VVV 
XII. To Murat 1 | — 7 


Of the Siege of Friburgh ; and, Of the Defeat o 
| 1 Germ 4 befe re Let pfick ; 97 the — re 
of that Place, and the Confuſion of the German 
ourt. | | | 

XIII. To the Kiimachom. t 

Touching Cardinal Mazarini's Conduct. 

XIV. To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the Inter- 
preters of the Law, and Judges of Equity. 123 
Of the Death of Lewis XIII. King of France. Anu 
. Apology for his making War with the Houle of 
Auſtria. . 4 Rehearſal of the Spanith Uſarpati- 
ons, Plots and Cruteltics, 2 el | 
XV, To Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of State. of 


- 


Of King Lewis's Death : That ſome ſisſpected he 
dns fon d. Of his Picty and Virtus. 
XVI. To the Xaimacham. 131 
» £ ouching the early Diſcoveries of King Lewis's J. a= 
uur; andof the Civil Wars of France. 
XVII. To the Venerable Mufti, Succeſſor of the 
Prophets and Meſſengers of God. (2640, 1.34 
He gizes bim a lame Account of the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern Patriarchs. Of the Immunities 
of the French Church. 4 Deſcription of the 
Maſs. 4 Character of the Spaniards, French, 
and Italians Of Reliques. Of Proteſtants. 
Of the Hierarchy. | | 


XVIII. To the Kaimacham. | 143 
©. Of the French Dauphin. Ae 
XIX. To the Yizir Azem, at the Port. 145 


- Of the Wars between Spain and Portugal. A par- 
ticular Relation of the Impriſoument and cruel 
Uſage Don Duartus, Brother to the New 
King of Portugal. A farther Account of Spa- 

niſh Crugſtiet; and of @ ſecond Conſpiracy againſt 


li King of Portugal. | 
XX. To bf Oglou. . + 149 
- Touching Melancholy, and his Method of curing 
it. 1 | G FLY 
XXI. To the Tefterder, or Lord-Treaſurer, 153 
 : Of the Battle of Rocroy. 
XXII. To the Vixir Azem, at the Port. I54 


He diſcovers a Conſpiracy of the Baila's and Gowgr » 
nors of the Iles in the Archipelago, againſt the 


Ottoman Empire. 
XXIII. To Chiurgi Mubammet, Baſe: | 158 
He relates a Paſſage at the Dauphin's Chriſtening ; 


calculates the Number of the French Clergy ; 
alls of the King's Revenues, and of the French 


Yagoons. 
XXIV. To Egri Beinou, @ White Eunuch, 1 97 


* 


The T ABLE. | 
Of the French King's Brothers; of the Princes of 
the Blood, and the Nobility of France. 

XXV. To the Por as 1 * A 166 
Of a ęreat Number e es, . eſcaped from 
1 * 84 | 

XXVI. To Muftapha Guir, an Eunuch-Page. 168 

Of the Murder of the Duke of Orleans bis Page. 

Of Mercenary Rufſians. The Duke of 2 
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LET TERS 


Writ by 
A SPY at PARIS. 
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LETTER; I. 


Mahmut the Arabian, foot Slave of 
Sultan Ibrahim, To Bekir Baſſa, His 
Highneſs's Chief Treaſurer at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Know not whether it be a Vice or a Virtue to 
be fearful in my Circumſtances. I am no Steict, 
nor can I pretend an Exemption from the com- 
mon Paſſions of Men. However, tis not for my- 
ſelf I am ſollicitous, but I conſult the Good of my 
Commiſſion. There is a Difference between Caution 
and Fear; and Apprehenſion of Danger, is not to 
be termed Puſillammity. - | 
I have written ſix Letters to Carcoa at Vienna, 
but have received no Anfwer theſe four Means, This 
Neglect puts me upon Thinking; and I am puzzled 
10 fd out an Excuſe for him. T would fain continue 
my good Opinion of his Ys without forfeiting 
| _ 
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my Senſes: For, although I am not naturally ſuſpi- 
cious, yet Experience has taught me to number Jea- 
louſy among the Cardinal Virtues. | 
| Not to amuſe thee, I am afraid of Treachery, 
Carcoa knows the Secret of my Commi/ion, and it 
lies in his Power to do much Miſchief. Yet I may 
wrong the Man ; perhaps he is dead : And there are 
no P:/?s that bring News from the Graue. If he be 
in the Region of Silence, and expired in his Integri- 
ty, the Two black Angels ſhall have no Power to hurt 
him. But TI a area, ſhould have no Intelligence of 
his Death, neither from the Minificrs of the Porte, 
nor from Eliachim the Few, I tell thee, I am un- 
eaſy till I know the Truth. : 
hen I fit in my Chamber, and hear any diſcour- 
ſing in the Houſe, I imagine tis about me; when J 
go along the Streets, if any Man faſtens his Eyes on 
me, he arreſis me with Fear and Apprehenſion. Tis 
true, I am willing to undergo the worſt they can in- 
flict; but it would extremely enhance the Sorrows of 
Death, to ſee the Secrets of the Sublime Port, become 
the Scorn and Deriſion of Þ:fidels. | | 
For theſe Reaſons, I have removed myſelf about 
a League from Paris, pretending it is for my Health, 
truſting the Conveyance, of my Letters, and other 
Buſineſs to Eliachim, who, for ought 1 know, may 
prove a Reed of Egypt. 
I deſire thee, nay, I conjure thee to ſend a ſpeedy 
Supply of Money, without which tis impoſlible for 
poor Mahmut, the vileſt Slave of the great and invin- 
Cible Ibrahim, to perform what is expected of him. 
The great God reward thy Fidelity with unfading 


Treaſures. 
Paris, roth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 
According to the Chriſtian Style. 


LETTER 
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L E T T E R Ih 
To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


IHE God of Mar ſeems to eſpouſe the Quarrel of 
| the Sawedes ; and all the Planets contribute to 
their Proſperity ;- even Venus herſelf, has for a while 
laid aſide all her uſual Softneſs, appearing now in the 
Field arm'd Cap-a-pee, with a Train of Swedrfo Ama- 
zors at her Heels. 
Thou wilt think I romance in telling thee this, and 
only temporize with thy Genius, having often heard 
thee paſſionately admire the valiant Acts of Semiramis, 
and other Eaftern Virago's : But aflure thyſelf, that 
the Sevedes after ſome late Battles, when they went to 
bury their Dead, ſtripping them of their Cloaths, 
found ſeveral of the Fair Sex under the Diſguiſe of 
Men, among which there were ſome of Qualily. 

It is faid, that one of theſe was ſeen to engagg Duke 
Albert himſelf, with a matchleſs Bravery and Cou- 
rage; the Duke being twice unhorſed by her, and as 
often remounted by his vigilant Squires. 

Thoſe that pretend to know more than the common 
Sort, ſay, that Revenge was the Motive which brought 
this Lady imo the Field, having received a groſs Af- 
front from Duke Albert in the German Court. How- 
ever, the Duke died of the Wounds he received of 
this Bellona, and ſhe ſurvived not to triumph over her 
dead Enemy, 

Aſter this, the Swedes, under the Command of Ge- 
, neral Torftenſon, marched into 1 took Glowgow 

by Storm the 12th of the 5th Moon; and Suciniex, 
on the 7th of the 6th Moor. 
And, as if nothing were able to diſcourage or 
baffle the indefatigable Mind of this Great General, 
he inveſted the ſtrong Tee of O/mitz in on. 
2 f 
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and took it after fourteen Days Siege. The Poſs 
are arrived this Morning with this News. 

Be ſtrong and of good Courage, and God ſhall 
give thee Victory in Battel, when thou fighteſt againſt 
the Infd:ls. Abſtain from Wine, and from Oppreſ- 
fon. And receive this Advice, as a Tedimony of 
my Eſteem and Friendſhip. 9 
Paris, 2oth of the ych Moon, 

of the Tear 1642. 


L N T T. E. A. . 
To Ibrahim Chanregil, Chief Boſtangi, 


or Gardener to the Sultan. 


HOU that art daily converſant with the El- 
deſt Products of the Earth, and canſt call the 
whole Y:getable Family by their proper Names, tell 
me whether there be ſuch a Plant, as by its baneful 
Influence blaſts all that grows within ten Cubits of 
its Root. I would not put ſuch a Queſtion to thee, 
had I not lately ſeen ſomething in the Garden of 
a certain N;&/eman near Paris, which makes me 
think tis true. They call it here [The ill Neightour,] 
becauſe it preys, (they ſay) on all the Herbage that is 
near it, os and flouriſhing by their Fall. Indeed, 
at the Time I ſaw it, there was a wither'd Circle 
round it; whilſt this devouring Sprout look'd gay. 
and full, augmented. by the Spoils of neighbouring 
Graſs: A proper Embl:im of Oppreſſion. I will 
"twere growing in the Gardens of all cruel Tyrants, 
that in this natural Glaſs they might behold their vo- 
racious Spirits. | 2 
Iwill not thus call in Queſtion thy Knowledge 
of an Herb, which ſhuns all Human Touch. Here 
is one in the ſame Garden, which the 1 . 
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boaſts was by thy Hands cropt from the Sullan's Gar- 
dens, and being ſet in a Pot of Earth preſented to 
him. Thou didſt not well conſult thy Safety, in ſuch 
a grand Preſumption, nor yet the Honour of thy 
Sovereign Mafter, who (ſhould it ever reach his Ears) 
would ſoon tranſplant thee from the Garden of the 
Seraglio to the Ely/ian Fields. ö 
ou oughteſt to receive this Reprimand with higk- 
eft Gratitude, ſince it will not ſhut thee out of thoſe 
238 Walks and Groves with the High Imperial 
alls, Uſe more Prudence another Time; and ſcorn - 
ſach eaſy Condeſcenfions to Þrfide/s. Say, that I am 
thy Friend in this Advice; and, in Recompence, I 
only deſire this good Office of thee, to watch the 
Motions of my Enemies. There are no leſs than 
three great Officers of the Seraglio, hammering out 
my Ruin, Thou knoweſt who I mean. Keep thy 
Integrity, The fly infinuating Words of Shaftim . 
Iabam, the Black Eunuch, ſpoken not long ago in my 
iſgrace to the Principal Secretary of State, quickly 
* to my Chamber in Paris. Be Silent and 
ile, 
Paris, 2oth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 
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LETTER I, 


To Muzlu Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of State at Conſtantinople, 


F it were lawful for me to take the Oath of our 
Holy Prophet, I would ſwear by the Hour of the 
Evening, that thy News is welcome. 
I had ſcarce finiſh'd our appointed Devotions after 
Sun-ſet, when the Poſt brought me thy Diſpatch, 

which informs me, that 3 at Vienna is __ 
| 3 8 
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J rejoice not at the Death of an honeſt Slave to 
Itrahim à let Flowers ſpring from the Duſt of his 
Grave, Neither can I mourn for a Man, that may 
be gone to new and richer Poſſeſſions; yet I am 
11 that he quitted the Old fairly, and has left 
behind him an Odcur of Virtue. A Man in his Poſt 
is attack d with ſtrong Temptations, and he that re- 
fiſts to the End merits a Wreath gathered from the 
Tree of Life. | 

Thou mayeſt think, tis with more Eaſe I receive 

the News of Carcoa's Death than of his Infidelity ; 
nor that I value the Rack or any other Tortures, 
with which the Policy of State uſes to draw Confeſ- 
fions of Capital Crimes. But I would not have the 
Grand Affairs of the Ottoman Port, come within the 
Verge of a Scrutiny. 

This News is the beſt Cure for the Tlineſs I pre- 
tended, when I exchanged Paris for the Country Air, 
ten Days ago; whereof Bechir Baſſa has received an 
Account. "I | 

- F am now returned to my old Lodging, and am 
congratulated for my ſpeedy Recovery, by them that 
knew not my true Diſtemper. 

Thou informeſt me, That by the Order of the 
Divan, one Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, is appointed 
Succeſſor of Carcoa : I wiſh he may acquit himſelf 
a, 

The five hundred Zezchin; thou haſt ordered me by 
him, will be very welcome to a Man, whs has been 
forced to retrench many Charges, that he might the 
better ſerve the Grand Signior. 

The King of Spain may wiſh, that he could con- 
clude a Peace on as eaſy Terms with the French King, 
as the Sophy of Perfia has with the Sultan Ibrahim. 

None but God and his Prephet know the Zeal with 
which I ſerve the Sublime Port. 

Paris, 2oth of the prh Moon, 

F the Year 1642. 
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LET TE N 


To the Kaimacham. 


|| Shall now acquaint thee with the Death of the 
Queen- Mother and Dowager of France, who fell 
a Sacrifice to the Ambition of the Cardinal of Rich- 
liew, as thoſe of her Party do commonly ſuggeſt. 
For being highly diſguſted at his Counſels and In- 
trigues, eſpecially his playing the Incendiary, and in- 
flaming thoſe of the Blood+Royal one againſt another, 
ſhedeparted from France, and by a kind of voluntary 
Baniſhment, expoſed herſelf to ſo many Inconvenien- 
cies, Hardſhips, and Rigors of Fortune, as ſeem'd to 
haſten her End : Her great Spirit chuſing rather to 

break than bow to the turbulent Cardinal. 
She ſojourned in Flanders, Holland, England, and 
the Empire. Her Travels being checquer all along 
with a Mixture of Good and Evil. Here meeting 
with Reſpe&, there with Indifference and Coldneſs, 
if not Contempt. In ſome Places her Misfortunes 
were pitied, and the Cardinal blamed for perſecuting 
ſo Great and Good a Queen: In others, the Cardinal 
was juſtified; and her Conduct cenſured and condem- 
ned. And fhe accuſed herſelf for raiſing him to the 
Power of doing her thoſe Injuries. At length, tired 
out with the Fatigues of State, and grown ſicle of 
the World, ſhe betook herſelf to a Monaftry in Cologne, 
where, after ſhe had ſpent ſome Time in Religiou | 
Preparations for another World, ſhe expired the 34 
of this Inſtant Moor. 
It was placed among the Remarkables by ſome, 
that the ſame Day ſhe died, the Cardinal of Ricblieu 
fell fick; which Sickneſs yet continues upon him. 
But, whether to appeaſe the Ghoſt of his deceaſed 
Miſtreſs, whom he had ſo unjuſtly perſecnted ; or, 
to mollify the Reſentments of the People, is uncer- 
B 4 ain: 
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tain. Vet notwithſtanding his dangerous Illneſs, he 
every Day yentures to the Temle, and performs the 
Myſteries of their Law for her Soul. The Court and 
City is in Mourning for this great Queen, and general 
Murmurings and Complaints are raiſed againſt the 
Cardira! on this Occaſion ; eſpecially among the 
Common People, who are ſo far from entertaining a 
better Opinioh of him, for his daily Appearance at 
the Altar, on Behalf of the 2ucen's Soul, that they 
eſteem it but an officious Hypocriſy, a Medley of 
Prieſt-Craft, and ge Artifice. | | 

Here is a Report about the City, that the Queen's 
Ghoſt a ed to the Cardinal, as ſoon as ſhe was 
dead, ſeverely. reproaching him with his Ambition 
and Ingratiiude, and telling him, That tho' he was 
laying the Foundation of an Immortal Project, yet 

Le ſhould never live to fee it thrive ; but warned him 

to prepare for Judgment, for that he ſhould not ſee 

another Year in Mortal State; upon which, they ſay, 
he immediately ſickned. And here are Prophecies 

ee fcattered about, foretelling his Death in a. 

ort Time. This is certain, he labours under an un- 
accoumable Diſtemper, his Body ſtrangely waſting, 

.as if it would evaporate itſelf into Air; for, he ſeems 

to be in a Manner dried up. 

My Duty and Devoir to thee, Sage Miniſter, would 
not let me be at Reſt, till I had prevented the Poſs, 
by giving thee a more timely Account of theſe Oc- 
currences, by a Merchant for whom his Veſſel waits 
at Marſcilles. To-morrow he takes his Leave of 

Paris, and once aboard, he makes directly for Con- 

fantineple, whither he will bring the firſt News of 
the Death of one of the greateſt Queens upon Earth; 
in whoſe Roya/ Veins ran the Blood of the Emperors 

Ferdinand and Charlis V. She was married to Henry 

the Great; and, beſides her Son now reigning in 

France, ſhe matched her Daughters to the two Potent 

Monarchs of England and Spain. 7 — 


Vol. IT. 4 Ser at Pax T2. 

The moſt High and Omnipotent, fole Monarch 
of Heaven and Earth, reward thy Services and Fi- 
delity to our Invincible Sultan, with the ſupreme Joys 
of Paradiſe. = 


Paris, zeth of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. | 
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LETTER VL 
To the Venerable Mufti, Sovereign of the 
True and Undtfiled Faith. 


Ermit me to enter into thy Preſence, and with- 
draw thy raviſh'd Eyes a-while from the Con- 
templation of ſublimeſt Objedds, to caft them on a 
Spectacle of Mortality: It is the Great and Re- 
nowned Mary de Medicis, Queen- Motber of France, 
who lies now dead at Cologne. 
I will net trouble thee with Im 
| becauſe I know that various Reports will reach thy 
Ears concerning the Cardinal of Richlieu his being 
Inſtrumental to her Death, by driving her to ſuch a 
Height of Indignation, as was the Cauſe of her vo- 
luntary Exile and Wandring from Fance, and from 
one Country te another; I will here inſert a Letter 
from the ſaid Cardinal to her Majefty, wherein he 
vindicates himſelf, and diſcovers (if not his Integrity, 
yet) the beſt Counterfeit of that Virtue, that I have 
ſeen any where penn'd. It was written to her when 
ſne was in Ho#Hand, and runs thus. 


MADAM, 
Cannot but efteemr-it the greateſt Infeltcity that ever 
befel ine, that my Enemies have prevailed fo far, 
4 to draw upon 2 ajeſty / Diſpleaſure. T 7 
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2 have by all the Arts of Malics, fuſined the publick 
; ium on me, is a great Unhappineſs ; but, this is the 
Maſter piece of their Enmity, to render me ſuſpected by 
you. I could pardon their frequent Attempts upon my 
Life, by private v woe and Aſſaſſmations, though 
Human Nature recoils at thiſe whoars our Mundertrs; 
but to deprive me of that, without which Life itſelf is 
a Burden to me, 1 mean your Royal Fawour, tranſports 
me beyond myſelf; and, I beg, that it may paſs for an 
Excuſe of this Preſumption. I could eafily have paſſed 
over in Silence all their barbarous Plots a me! I 
ceuld eafily hawe parted with my Life, and all thoſe 
Honours and Dignities with which it has been bleſi d. 
But, to rab me of your Efteem, which firſt raiſed me to 
this envied Greatneſs, and uhich I value more than all 
the Grandeurs , the Earth, breaks the Bars which 
awd my Tongue and Pen, and makes me bold to throw 
my ſelf at your Royal Feet, and All that I haue; for, I 
' received. All from your Princely Hands. Deal as you 
pleaſe, Madam, with your own Creatare, I cannot mur - 
mur at your Proceedings. But, Madam, lot your native 
Piety prompt you to favour the Purple of the Church, 
with which your Bounty has inveſted me ; lit it not loſe 
its proper Lufire and Eſteem, becauſe the Enemies of the 
Church and State have caſt ſuch Dirt uptn it. Is it poſ- 
Able that a Man, the moſi obliged of ail his Race, ſhould 
become the only Pattern of the baſeſt Ingratitude ? Be- 
Ades the Ties of” Conſcience, and the Natural Force of 
{uclination, my [ntereft chains me to your Service; howw 


can 1 then withdraw my ſelf fon 772 not u 
e beſt of Queenn and the 


my ſelf at once a Traytor to t 
— — Faul. to myſelf ? | | 
This Conſideration, Mad. u, being well weigh'd, is 
enough to acquit me of all Guiltiniſi before your Majeſty. 
But if it be my Deſtiny to be condenined unhiard, I 
ſhall not appeal from your Royal Scatence, fince J owe a 
perfect Ree nation to your Mill. I may complain to Hea. 


n 10 Misfartunc, but Iavill not expotulate wvith my | 
| | .. Sovereign 


% 
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Sovereign Patroneſs, nor make the leaft Oppoſition a- 
gainſt the Courſe of your Anger, not even by carrying my 
Fortune to Rome. For, 3 Igo, all my tudy 
Gall be to retouer your Majeſty's Favour, if it be not a 
Crime. , And f ever I obtain that Happineſs, 1 ſhall 
not care whither Igo, tho" it be out of the World itſelf; 
becauſe I die hourly, while your Majeſty ſuſpe&s that 
Jam not what I ever was, and ſtill continue to be, 
MADAM, | 
Your Majelty's - 
Moſt Humble, moſt Faithful, 
And moſt Obedient Servant, 
| Armand, Card. of Rich. 


I ſend thee this Tranſcript of the Cardina/'s A 
logy, that thou compering it with what befel after- 
wards, may'ſt give a Ju nt, whether this great 
Miniſter deſerv'd the Cenſures that were paſs'd upon 
him. For, he wg ſick the ſame Day the Qucen 
Mother died, People ſaid it was a Judgment on him, 
and that her Gho/? appeared to him, as thou wilt 
more at large inform thy ſelf by the Letters I ſent 
to the Kaimaucham. But, others are of Opinion, that 
his preſent Illneſs proceeds from Grief of Mind for 
the Qucen's Death, eſpecially in that ſhe died befor 
he was reconciled to her Maj-fly. And they plead 
in Defence of his Innocence, 4 Zeal in ſaying 

Mas for her departed Soul, and that at a Time when 
he has more need to keep his Bed, than go to 
Church. This I have heard diſcourſed, even by ſome 
who bore no good Will to the Cardinal, yet now be- 
gin to relent towards him, ſeeing the very Linea- 
ments of Sorrow in his drooping Looks, and tracing 
the Footſteps of a profeund Grief in his macerated 
Body. Hence they take Meaſures of his real Inno- 
- Cence and Fidelity towards that Great Queen. I will 
not interpoſe my particular Opinion on either Side, 
but fand neuter among K conteſting I»fde/;, tho 

J | my 
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my Inclination and Regard would rather ſway me to 
the Cardinals Side. But, I leave the Determination 
of this Matter to thee, who art the Oracle of Wiſdom, 
from whoſe Sentence there can be no Appeal. 

In the mean while, the Body of the deceaſed Qgeen 
les as I have ſaid, at Cologne, where ſhe ſpent her laſt. 
Days in a Religious Convent; a Practice not ſo com- 
mon now-a-days, as it has been formerly among 
Crowned Heads. And thoſe who thus deſcended vo- 
luntarily, from the Height of Human Glory, to the- 
Aufterities of a devout Life, have commonly been- 
canonized for Saints. Nor do the Creatures of this 
Queen ſpare to whiſper about, that ſuch an Honour: 
were but a condign Reward to her extraordinary Me- 
xits, being already canonized in the Eſteem of the bi- 
. gotted Vulgar, while her Body is yet above Ground. 

The Royal Carcaſe will be brought and interr'd in 
the Temple of St. Dennis, about three Leagues from 
this City. This is eſteemed the richeſt Church in 
France, being a Repoſitory of ineſtimable Jewels, 
Gold and Silver, belonging to the Relicks of their 
Saints. Here alſo is generally. lodged the Duſt of all 
the Royal Blood of France. 'The Saint to whom this. 
Clurch is dedicated, is eſteemed the Pa!ror of this 
Kingdom; for according to their Doctrine, the 
Saints have the Patronage of certain Kingdoms, Pro- 
vinees and Cities, committed to them by God, and 
therefore they addreſs themſelves to them, and to the 
Cuardian Angeli both in Publick and Private. Every 
one alſo, has his peculiar-Patron-Saint and Guardian 

Angel aſſigned him at his own Choice. Nl 
But if theſe Chrifiun Saints are ſet over ſuch Places 
and People as they. favour'd particularly in their Lrfe- 
time, then one would think, when this Great Queen 
is canonized and inftated in ber Saintly Government, 
the Hugonot here may claim her Patronage, in that: 
ſhe ſhewed much Kindneſs and Friendſtip to them 
while ſhe was alive. 

Pardon 
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Pardon, Great Oracle of Truth, the Length of this 
Epiftle ; and excuſe my umption, in deſcanting 
on Matters of Religion, which belong to thee to de- 
termine. I kifs the Hem of thy facred Veſt, in pro- 
found Humility. Vouchſafe to pray for thy faithful 
Slave Mahmut. 4 
Paris, zoth of the 5th Moon, 
of theYear 1642. 


LETTER: N 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


T is now paſt Midnight, and being called out of 
my Bed bo the People of the Houſe where I 
ge, I knew not how to beſtow my Time better, 
than in giving thee an Account of this Occurrence. 
Here is now ſe violent a Tempeſt of Thunder, 
Lightning and Rain, that the whole Hemiſphere 
ſeems wry, on Fire ; and the Superſtitious are over- 
whelmed with parie+ Fears, concluding this Storm 
will uſher in the Day of Fudgment. It has contt- 
nued theſe two Hours ; they tell me, that no leſs 
than twenty Houſes are burnt to Aſhes already. I 
had ſcarce taken my Pen from the laſt Word, when a 
Flaſh of Lightning dyed all the Papers and Books on 
the Table whereon I now write, as black as Soot ; 
whereof this ſcorch'd Paper may be a Teſtimonial, 
which I ſend encloſed. ſerve but the Colour and. 
Smell, and thou wilt fay, Tis ſtamped with the 
Mark of the Thunderer. "Tis that whereon I had 
begun to write to thee ; but, this thirſty Fire; at a 
Moment, lick'd up all the Ink, fo that the Impreſſion 
is wholly effac d. | 
The Reaſon of their calling me out of my Bed, 
was to go to Prayers with them, * the 
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Cuſtom of theſe Iden, who in Time of Thunder 
light certain conſecrated Candles, and fall on theiy 
Knees round about them, A that whilſt 
they are within the Room, where theſe Candles are, 
the Thunder cannot hurt them. I excuſed myfelf 
from keeping them Company, by telling them, I 
had a Hallowed Candle in my Chamber, which I 
would light, and ſay my Prayers there. They were 
ſaticfied with this Anſwer, and ſprinkling me with 
Holy Water, to bleſs me from the Danger impending, 
I retired. | 

There is a private Stair-Caſe in my Chamber, 
which leads to a Terras on the Top of the Houſe. My 
Curioſity carried me thither, where methought I be- 
held Nature in her Frolicks and Rants. The great- 
eſt Part of the Sky was clear and ſerene, and innu- 
merable Stars appeared ; but, round the Brims of 
the Horizon, a growing Bulk of Clouds encompaſſed: 
the Earth, ſpouting forth Cataracts of Fire from op- 
Poſite Parts. One would have thought they were im- - 
pregnated with Bombs and Carcafles, and that fome 
Armies were embattel'd in the Air, | 
.  Aﬀer this, as if theſe had been the Heralds of the 
laſt and fierceſt Combat, the Clouds drew up into 
a Point, and mingling with each otherg ſhot forth. 
ſuch Showers of Fire, as made the World look like 
a Furnace. For my Part, ] had not Courage enough 
to ſtand longer in the open Air, but came down to 
my Chamber, and falling proſtrate on the Ground, 
recommended my {elf to & Great Creator of ail 
Things, Lord of Nature, and Sowercign Diſpoſer of the. 
Lives of Men. | 

Neither do I think my ſel? ſuperſtinous in this, any 
more than I ſhould be, in humbling my ſelf in the: 
Duſt, before the Terrible Ibrahim, when he is out of 
Temper. 43 * 
Methinks Nature ſeems to be in a Cholerick Fit, 
when it Thunders; and 'tis neither good Manners, 


NOT 
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nor Policy, to draw her Fury pn our Heads by daring 
Carriage. | | 

Our Holy Law, which preſcribes Prayer to us at 
the firſt Appearance of the Sun and Moen, ſeems to 
intimate, That on any Emergency which gives us a 
peculiar Occajion to contemplate an Omnipotent Poww-: 
er, we ought to fall down and adore the High and 
Eternal One. 

I am almoſt deaf with the Bells which are rung in 
every Church of this City, on this Account. It bein 
the Opinion of the Nazarenes, that this Noiſe will 
chaſe away the Tempeſt, with all the evil Spirits that 
infeſt the Air. And this Opinion is grounded on 
the Ceremonies which are uſed at the Con/ecration of 
their Bells. For, the Bichop, or, in his Abſence, the 
Prieft, hallows them with a kind of Baptiſm, and a 
Form of Prayer ; wherein, among other Petitions, 
they deſire of God; to endue them with a Virtue to 
reſiſt the Devil. | 

I am no Friend to Superſtition, neither do I give 
much Credit to Charms; yet I cannot deny, but the 
ringing ſuch a vaſt Number of Bells, muſt needs cauſe 
a violent Concuſſion of the Air, even to the diſperſing 
of che Clouds, and producing a Calm, And Expe- 
rience aſſures us, that this is the common Effect of a. 
Battel, which, if it happen in 'Tempeftuous Weather, 
yet the Diſcharge of many thouſand great and ſmall 
Shot, has quieted the Storm, and huſh'd the Elements. 
into a very ſerene Condition. Y 

Though this Noiſe of Bells be very troubleſome, in 
a Time when People ſhould take their Repoſe, yet 
here we are uled to it in a leſs Degree, every Night 
throughout the Year. | | ; 

For the Chrifiians Law require the Derwiſes to 
riſe at Midnight to ſay their Frayers in their Chap- 
pels: And ſome are ſo devout. and regular, as to 
make this their conſtant Cuftom ; to that as ſoon as 
the Clecks have itruck Tavelve, the finall Bells in 


{ome 


- ans wa Lo _ 
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ſome Convents begin to jangle. Abeut #wo or three 
Hours afterwards, other religious Houſes ring their 
Bells, and ſo continue at certain Hours, Day and 
Night all the Year long.” 

| The Storm is now quite blown over, the Clouds 
diſpers'd, and all Things huſh and quiet. 

He that brings forth Light out of Darkneſs, and 
converts the Terrors and Sadneſs of the Night, into 
the chearful Joys of a fair and propitious Mornin 
_ thee in his Keeping, and perpetuate our F us, 

p. 

Paris, 24th of the 7th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


? ERR 
LETTER VIII. 
To the ſame. 


HERE lives a Derviſ in this City, with whom 
I often converſe with the ſame Freedom as I 
do with thee ; and, it is no ſmall Alleviation of my 
Melancholy, to vent my Thoughts to one of an agree- 
able Spirit. 
le is a Religious of Mount Carmel; a Man of fin- 
gular A 10 and rev — were he _— N 
a Patron of the Chriſfian Superſtitions and Idolatry, 
I ſhould eſteem hi Saint. | | 
I have often attempted to wean him by Degrees, 
from the Errors which he imbib'd with his Mother's 
Milk, and which ſeem to be rooted in him through 
the Influences of his Education. 
Sometimes I plant a Battery of Arguments againſt 
Images and Pictures; but, I can neither beat them 
down from the Poſts they are allotted in his Oratory, 
nor am I able to demoliſh the Chapels which he has 
built for their Iaras in his own Breaſt. | | 


— 


Let 
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Vet, after a long and cloſe Siege, I have reduced 
him to Terms of Compoſition, £ the firſt Place, he 
has ſurrendred up a Picture which hung up in his Clo- 
ſet, in Form of a very ancient Man with hoary Hairs, 
deſigned by the Painter, to repreſent the Perſon of 
GOD. He yields, chat it is not lawful te make any 
Reſemblance of the i:wi/ib/e Divinity. Next, he 
allows, that it is not lawful to bow, or ſhew any 
other external Reſpect to the Pictures and Images of 
Jeſus Mary, and the reſt of the Saints, but only to- 
uſe them as hiſtorical Remembrancers of thoſe holy 
Perſons, and as natural Helps and Spurs to Devotion 
and Virtue. 

I tell thee, my Friend Oglou. on theſe Capitula- 
tions I could not but raiſe the Siege, and yield him 
the Uſe of Pictures thus far a b'ameleſs.PraQtice. For, 
it ſeems to me unreaſonable to Cebar thoſe who believe 
the H:jory of the Goſpel, the Privilege to read it in 
what Language they pleaſe, whether this of Images 
and Pictures, or that of Letters. 

Letters are but the Images of ſuch and ſuch arti- 
culate Sounds, by which we expreſs our inward Con- 
ception cf Things: But, Images and Pictures are the 
lively immediate Characters of the Things them- 
ſelves, and it ſeems as eaſy to me to look on a 
Picture or Image without the Danger of Idolatry, 
as tis to read a Chapter in the Alcoran without ado- 
ring the Letters that compoſe it. Was not the Ta- 
bernacle of Maſes adorned with Images of Chera-. 


bins] Was not the Temple of Solomon deck'd in the 


ſame Manner ? If the Preſence of Images in Tem- 
ples be a Prophanation, why for ſo many Ages have 
our Venerable Mufti's ſuffered the two Seraphims to 
remain under the Cupola of the Moſque of Sancta So- 
= in Con/tantinople * Why do they not deface the 
icture of Mary the Mother of Jeſus, the two Ima- 
7 of Angels, with other Pieces of Sculpture and 
ainting in the ſame Place ? Are the Devotions of a 
4 Muſſulman 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Muſſulman in this ſacred Temple tainted with Idola- 
tty, becauſe he 2 before theſe Images. 

Let me unboſom my Thoughts to thee with Free- 
dom; Image; and Pictures are no Bug- bears to me; 
I can uſe them as Inſtruments of Devotion, in the 
ſame Manner as I do Books. Yet every one cannot 
do this without Danger of Idolatry; neither is a 
publick Toleration of Images and Pictures in Temples 


to be approved. For, though ſome Men may look 


on them without Hurt, yet tis hard for the Genera- 
lity to avoid falling into a culpable Reverence. For, 
while the Eye is drinking in the fair Idea, the Soul is 
apt to loſe her Force, and fall into Admiration of 
the Carver's or the Painter's Art, adoring theelegant 
Symmetry of a beautiful Picture or Image, inſtead of 
the original and increated Beauty, the Majeſiy which 
has no Reſemblance. 

Therefore wiſely has our Law provided againſt 
this Inconvenience, by diſcouraging /nagery through- 


out the ſacred Empire of the Mufſulmans. 


He whoſe Habitation is in the myſterious and in- 
acceſſible Height of an eternal Receſs, whoſe Glory 
is beyond all Figure and Expreſſion, augment: thy 
Virtues, which are the trueſt Images of the divine 
Nature. | 

Paris, z th of the 7th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


— » ——_— 


EET TER. IK 


To the Kaimacham. 


HE preſent War between France and Spain 
however begun, ſeems to be carried on by a 
Principle of Honour, rather than of Exmity. Theſe 
two Nations are perfect Antipodes to each other in 
their Humours; yet this Averſion between them is 
* | diſcovered 


Vol. II. a 8er af Paxrs. 19 


diſcovered more in Peace than in War. The Queſt 


of Glory has invited many brave Men on both Sides 
into the Field; and the Heroes ſtrive to conquer each 
other, by Ciwi/ities, rather than by Arms. 


Catalonia and Reuſſilion, were the Stages of this 


War, in the Beginning of the Year ; where the Ma- 
reſchal de Brezs, ard the Sicur de la Motbe- Houdan- 
court, combated with all the Hardſhips of the Win- 
ter, as well as with valiant Enemies. 'The Rigour of 
the Seaſon did not cool the Courage of theſe Generals, 
nor divert their Ræſelution from taking the Field. 
All the wee? d appeared like a frozen Lake, and 
there was no Place for them to encamp, but in deep 
Snows or Ice: Yet, for all theſe Diſcouragements, 
the Mar:/chal de Breze block'd up W N a Town 
of great Strength in Rou/ilion, whillt che Sieur de la 
Mol be, kept the Arragoni ans in Play, and baffled the 
Enterprizes of the Caſfilians, having given them two 
ſignal Defeats. ; 

Theſe ſucceſsful Actions of the French Generals, in- 
vited the Dug their Maſter to give them a Vilit, be- 
ing very deſirous to take Perpignan, and ſettle the 
Affairs of Catalonia. He therefore ſends another 
Army under the Command of the Mare/chal de la 
Meſleraze, which he ſoon followed in Perſon, 

There was now a generous Envy raiſed between ſo 
many great Commanders, every one ſtriving to ad- 
vance himſelf in the King's Eſteem by his Services. 
And the particular Merits of the Sieur de la Mothe, 
drew a favourable Eye on him. The King made him 
Mareſchal de France, the Staff, which is the Badge of 
his Office, being preſented to him by the Mare/cha/ of 
Breze at Barcelona, to the general Satisfaction and 
Joy as well of the Catalomans as the French. 

This Honour was conferred on him, preſently af- 


ter the great Victory obtained over the Spaniſb Forces 


at Ville Franca in Catalonia. 


In the mean while, the Mare/chal ig 
| inveſted 


N 
( 
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inveſted the ſtrong Caſtle of Calioubre, which was 
furrendred to him upon honourable Terms, by the 
Marquis of Mortare, General of the Spaniſb Horſe in 
Reiſſilion, and Governor of that Caſtle. 

The King fluſh'd with Conqueſts and Succeſſes, 
would not ſuffer his Army to lie idle, but in good. 
earneſt laid cloſe Siege to Perpignan. | 
Vet ſuch was the Generofity of this Prince, that 
before he tried the Force of his Cannon, he ordered 
the Mare/chal de M:ſleraye, to ſend a Herald to the 
Marguis de Flores, Governor of the Town, to put 
him in Mind of the great Streights the Beſieged were 
in for want of Proviſions, of which his Majeſty was 
not ignorant ; and, that there was no Hopes of Relief 
from the Marquis de Powar, General of the Sfaniſp 
Forces in Arragon, there being left alive but a few 
Companies of all his Army, after the great Defeat 
which was given them near Ville Franche. 

He offered the Gowernor all fair and good Uſage, 
if he. would ſarrender before 'Things came to Extre- 
mities; and, to convince him of the entire Loſs of 
the Sp2ni/þ Army (to which he truſted) he promi- 
ſed ſafe Conduct to any Officer of the Garriſon as 
far as Terragone, where lay all the little Remnant of 
the Arragonias Army, that ſo he might inform and 
aſſure himſelf of the bad Condition the Spaniſb Af- 
fairs were in. | | 

This Favour was received with much Civility by 
the Marguis de Powar, who returned humble Thanks 
to the King for ſo generous a Condeſcenſion, affuring 
him withal, that the Garriſon” was not reduced to 
thoſe Streights as was pretended, but that he never- 
theleſs accepted his Majeſty's ſ.fe Conduct to a Meſ- 
ſenger ; intreating him, that he would permit him to- 

o to Madrid, that ſo the King of Spain might have 
dvice of his Circumſtances. | 

Thou wilt confeſs, illuſtrious Kaimacham, that it 


was a great Magnanimity of Spirit in the King. 
to 


\ 
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to grant this Requeſt to an Enemy, who 1 75 be 
ſuſpected to deſign no more in it than to gain Time. 
Vet he ſent the Meſſenger back again, with full AC. 
ſurance of his Royal Love. 1 l 
Whillt this was in Agitation, many other Civilities 
aſs'd between the French and the Beſieged. Many 
Þrifoners of- Note were exchanged, 17 all Things 
ſeem'd to ſpeak a fair Underitanding between both 
Parties; when, on a ſudden, the Cannon of the 
Town played furiouſly on the King's Quarters, and 
at the ſame Time the Beſieged made a vigorous Sally, 
attack ing a Redoubt Which the Margfchat e Miflcraye 
had raiſed. FR Ex 0 FY 8 
This Contempt” of the King's Favour, raiſed his 
Choler, and animated the Soldiers with a Deſire of 
Revenge. All ran to their Arms, and quickly beat 
back the Beſieged. Thus was the Face of Affairs ſud- 
denly chang'd in the Camp. It was too late now for 
he Governor to expect the Courteſy he before abuſed. 
lJowever, he ſent two Deputies again, to know if the 
King's Reſolution continued to grant Leave to fend, 
to Madrid, (for they had not as yet ſent.) . Ee 
The Mare/chal de M:/eraye ſent, back the Deputies, 
with this Anſwer, That if they di&,not engage to ſur- 
render by a prefixed Day, and give.two Holtages for 
Security of their Performance, the King would not 
grant their Requeſt, SN N 
This put the Beſieged upon deſperate Reſolutions; 
they made frequent Sallies, and all Things tended to 
Extremityz 4... 5 FP 3 219 
Whilſt Matters were in this Poſture, the King, by 
the Advice of his Phyſicians,, wichdrew from the 
Camp to take the Waters of Maize for his Health. 
EL was in the laſt Mon, and Perpignan holds out 
Mill. 
I have been the more particular in relating this 
Siege, in regard it is the chief Subject of Diſcourſe 
among ſuch as are deſirous of News, which is the 
| | Reaſon 
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Reaſon alſo, that I begin this Letter with a Relation 
of what has been tranſacted in Catalonia, ever ſince 
the Beginning of this Year, that thou may ſt be able to 
form a regular Idea of this preſent War between France 
and Spain : I will continually ſend thee an Account of 
the Progreſs the French make in Catalonia. 
Gad augment thy Honours, and 28 thy Days 
to ſee the Sons of thy Grand- Children. 


Paris, 26th of the 7th Moon, | 
of the Year 1642. | 


__ — * —_— 


* * * 


LETT ERXx 


| To Reis Eſſendi, Principal Secretary of 
| 
i Should be unfaithful to my Truſt, and merit a 
* 1 Bow, ſtring, ſhould I conceal from thee any Thing 
. which reflects upon the Honour of the Sacred Empire, 
1 and the Law brought down from Heaven by the Angel 
Gabriel. | 
Thou knoweſt, that it is the Cuſtom of the Chriſi- 
ans, to make * from all Parts of the World 
to FJeriſſalem, and other Places in the Holy Land; even 
as the faithful Mufſulmen do to Mecha and Medina 
Talnabi in Arabia, where is the Sulchre of our Holy 


Me 

ere are two Noblemen of the firſt Rank and 
Quality at Gurt, who out of Devotion to their 
M:fias, went to viſit bis ſuppoſed Scpulchre; and, 
in their Travels, paſſed through part of Egypt. But 
when they arrived at a Place called Salbia, bordering 
on the Story Arabia, they were made a Prey to the 
Sub-baſſte of that Place; who, underſtanding from 
the Captain of the Caravan, that theſe two were 5 
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the Franks he had with him, and that they were Men 
of Money, he exacted from them twenty Dollars a- 
piece for their Heads, contrary to all Law, Juſtice, 
or Precedent; which they retuſing to pay (as in- 
deed it was unreaſonable) the covetous old Syb- 
baſjeg commits them to Priſon, commanding them to 
receive an hundred Baſtinadves a- piece on the Feet, 
thinking by this Means to frighten them to a Com- 
pliance with his Extortion. Bur they would not pay 
the Money, chuſing rather to ſuffer, than encourage 
ſuch Oppreſſion in corrupt Officers. In the mean 
Time, the Caravan departs, leaving theſe impriſoned 
Lords to the Mercy of the Sub- baſſee, who finding 
them inflexible, cauſed his Commandments to be put 
in Execution, and not content with this, orders his 
Slaves to beat them out of Town. | 
The poor Lords knew not what to do under this 
Misfortune: For they were ſo ſore wich the Blows 
they had received on their tender Feet, that they 
were incapable of travelling a-Foot. But, with Mo- 
ney they prevailed on the Slaves to dire& them how 
they might procure Camels, with a Guide. Tifisdone, 
they overtook the Caravan at Gaza, and ſo finiſhed 
their Pilgrimage. They are now at the Curt here, 
and have made known the Buſineſs to the King, who, 
'tis ſaid, has diſpatched an Expreſs to his Ambaſſador 
at Conflantinople, to demand Juſtice on the aforeſaid 
ee threatning, that if it be denied, he will 
cover the Ocean with Ships, and raze the Palace of 
the Sultan to the Ground. For theſe two Noblemen 
are nearly allied to the Royal Family. | 
| I knew thou wilt deſpiſe the bold Brawado of 
this King, and ſo do I, being aſſured, That the i»- 
wincible Sultan can ſet his Foot on the Necks of for- 
ty ſuch Petty Kings as this. Yet, let us be the Advo- 
cates of Juſtice, by which the refulgent Empire of 
the Muſulmen was firſt eftabliſhed. Should ſuch a 
Villany as this go unpunifled, it would encourage 
. | | others 
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others in like Caſes, and then there would be nothing 
but Extortion, and cruel Inſolence practiſed by Go- 
vernors of Towns and Cities on the Road. So bar- 
barous and inhoſpitable Uſage, would provoke all the 
Princes of the Chriſtian Law, to take up Arms againſt 
us. Thus would the moſt glorious Fartre in the 
World, become a Prey to Infidelc. 

I know this would be miſrepreſented; were it to 
come to other Hands than thine. They would ſay 
of me openly, what they have already whiſpered in 
the Cabals of the Serag/io, That Mahmut 7s in Pen ſion 
with the French King. They ſeek my Life without 
a Cauſe. But truſt it to thy generous and right 
noble Hands, of whoſe Friendſhip I have had ſo late 


Experience. | 
May the fr? Mover of the heavenly Orbs, lead 


| thee as by a Clue of Thread, through the dark Laby- 


rinth of State-Affairs, and bring thee, after a lon 
and happy Life, to the Field: F endleſs Light. 1 
thou Lord of Paradiſe. | 
Paris, 26th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


— wo — — 


LTT ER XL 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna. 
1 Know thee not, and 'tis probable, thou art as 


little acquainted with me: Yet, I have often ob- 
erved more durable Friendſhips contracted between 


Strangers, than betwixt thole of the ſame Blood. 


Good Offices _ deſerve ard attract Love. 
portunities for Travellers to ſerve 


one another. And, he that obliges me in a ſtrange 
Country, makes himſelf my Brother. 

1 received a Diſpatch from the Rei, Efendi at Cone 

. ſlantinopli, 
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flantinople, informing me of the Death of Carcoa, 
© one of the Happy Slaves of him whom God has or- 
dained to diſpenſe Fe/icities to the Norld : I mean, the 
Grand Signior, Poſſe/ſor of the moſt exalted Throne on 
Earth. He tells me likewiſe, that I muſt expect from 
thee the Continuance of Carcoa's Office. I congra- 
tulate thy Honour, in that thou art thought worthy 
to ſerve the great Vicerey of the Lord of the Univer/c, 
to whom is committed the flaming Sword of Juſtice, 
that he may reward Virtue, puniſh Vice, and reform 
the corrupt Manners of Mankind. | 

Iam a Mu/ulman, that is, reſign'd to God, or elſe 
it would have rais'd ſome Thoughtfulneſs in a Man 
of my Circumſtances, what ſhould be the Reaſon of 
Carcoa's ſo long Silence, not having received any 
Anſwer theſe four Mons to the many Letters I ſent 
him. He was intruſted with the Secrets of my Com- 
miſſion, and had another been in my Place, he would 
have ſuſpected Treachery. 
Well, he is gone! gone to the Inviſible Regiens, 
to the Receptacles of Juſt and Faithful Men, to the 


pleaſant Woods and Groves, the Eternal Blooming . 


Shades and Verdant Fields of Paradiſe. Follow his 
Steps, and be happy. 


e was a Man true to his Truſt, ſedulous and 


active in Buſineſs; punctual in his Appointments z 
temperate in a Town flowing with Debaucheries ; 
juſt toward all Men, and devout to Gad. 

It is neceſſary for him that would attain theſe Vir- 
tues, to begin gradually at the loweſt Step ; to guard 
his Ser/es, and Ter a Watch upon the Avenues of his 


Paſſions. For a Man becomes neither perfectly Vir- 

tuous nor Vicious all at once: And a wiſe Man of 

thy own Nation, Jeſus Ben Sirach, hath ſaid, He that 
condemns little Things, ſhall fall by little and little, 

I defire to ſend me Carcoa's Journal, with what 

other Papers he left behind him, except ſuch as con- 

cern his particular Eſtate _ Affairs. 


Let 


[| 
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Let me know alſo, how the late Deſign of the 
Turks upon Rab, is reſented at the German Court; 
whether the Emperor talks of ſending an Ambaſſador 
to the Sultan about it? And, whatloever allo of 
Moment occurs. | 

The Reis Efendi tells me, That Bechir Baja, the 
Treaſurer, has ordered me five hundred Zechins, by 
the Way of Vienna. I deſire thou would'ſt be ſpeedy 
and careful in remitting them to Paris. 0 

Thou needeſt no Inſtructions concerning my 
Lodging, or the Name I go by here; — who 
appointed thee this Station at Vienna, have inform'd 
thee, no doubt, of all Things neceſſary to the Diſ- 
charge of thy Duty. 

Write often to me, and preſerve thy Integrity free 
from Stain | 

Paris, 5th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


LEFT ER XII 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Know thy Genius, and have obſerved with what” 

Complacency thou wert wont to peruſe thy Uncle 
Shela Raphim's Travels, a Journal writ in Arabickh, 
and full of profitable and wiſe Remarks ; eſpecially 
that Part of it which treats' of France. I will not 
pretend to add to-his Obſervations ; but only acquaint 
© thee with a Novelty which France itſelf ne er knew 
-in his Days. | 
The Women of Quality here of late, do addict them- 
ſelves to the Study of Philo/ophy, as the Men; the 
Ladies eſteeming their Education defective, if they 
cannot confute Ariſtotle and his Diſciples. The Pen 
ha al moſt ſupplanted the Exerciſe of the Needle ; 
Aa | $3353 an 


vol. II. a Ser at Paris. 27 


and Ladies Cloſets, formerly the Shops of Female 
Baubles, Toys, and Vanities, are now turn'd to 
Libraries and SanQuaries of learned Books. There 
is a new Star riſen in the French Horizon, whoſe 
Influence excites the nobler Females to this Purſuit 
of Human Science. It is the renowned Monfieur 
Des Cartes, whoſe Luſtre far out-ſhines the aged 
winking Tapers of Peripatetick Philoſophy, and has 
eclipſed the Stag yrite, with all the ancient Lights of 
Greece and Rome, Tis this matchleſs Soul has drawn 
ſo many of the Fairer Sex to the Schools. And they 
are more proud of the Title [ Carteſian] and of the 
Capacity to defend his Principles, than of their Noble 
Birth and Blood. | 
I know our Grave and Politick Mu/ulmen will 
cenſure the Indulgence of the French to their Wo- 
men, and accufe them of Weakneſs, in giving ſuch 
Advantages to that witty Sex. But, notwithitand- 
ing this Grmkty of the Eaſtern Parts, I cannot alto- 
gether diſapprove the tern Gallantry. If Women 
are to be eſteemed oxr Enemies, methinks it is an 
ignoble Cowardiſe thus to diſarm them, and not al- 
low them the ſame Weapons we uſe ourſelves : But, 
if they deſerve the Title of our Friends, tis an inhu- 
man Tyranny to debar them the Privilege of Inge- 
nuous Education, which would alſo render their 
Friendſhip ſo much more delightful both to them- 
ſelves and us Nature is ſeldom obſerved to be nig- 
gardly of their choiceſt Gifts to that Sex, their Sen- 
es are generally as quick as ours, their Reaſon as 
nervous, their Judgments as mature and ſolid. Add 
but to theſe natural Perfections, the Advantage of ac- 
quir'd -Learning, what polite and charming Crea- 
tures will they prove, whilſt their external Beauty 
does the Office of a Cryſtal to the Lamp, not ſhroud- 
ing but diſcloſing their brighter Intelle&s ? Nor 
need we fear to loſe our Empire over them by thus 
improving their native 9 ſince Where there 
| 2 2 — 
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is moſt Learning, Senſe and Knowledge, there is ob- 
ſerv'd to be the greateſt Modeſty, and Rectitude of 
Manners. I ſee no Reaſon therefore, why we ſhould 
make ſuch Bugbears of Women, as not to truſt them 
with as Liberal Education as ourſelves. 8 

I believe, thou ſometimes beſtoweſt a Compaſſionate 
Thought on the Exild Mahmut. Would'ſt thou do 
ſomething to alleviate my Melancholy, the next time 
thou goeſt to the Atmidan, tranſcribe what is engraven 
on the Pediſtals of the Obeliſes and Columns ſtanding 
there, and ſend it encloſed in a Letter. 

He that is Lord of the Eaſt and the Vet, from 
whoſe Throne hang Millions of Stars in Chains of 
Gold, increaſe thy Virtues and Bleſſings, and preſerve 
thee from the Poiſon of ill Eyes, and malicious 
Tongues, and bring thee to the Fields of cndle/s Light. 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XIII. 


' To Cara Haly, 4 Phyſician, at Conſtan- | 
tinople. 


Here is a Garden in this City, ſo near reſem- 

bling that of the Invincible Vixir Azem, on 

the Eaſt of Pera, that I cannot but fancy my ſelf 
near Conflantinople, when I am walking in it. It is 
called the King's Garden, being allotted by the Royal 
Bounty of the Kings of France, to the Service and 
Improvent of Students in Phy/ick. There is a 
Yearly Stipend ſettled on an approved Phy/ician, 
to take Care that no kind of Phyſical Plant or 


Herb be wanting in this Roya/ Seminary. Who al- 
ſo during the whole Summer, is obliged to read a 


mples there 
growing; 


Latin Lecture every Morning, on the Si 
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owing ; whilſt a t Auditory of young Stu- 
ents, with Books, Sen and Ink in their lands, 

wait on him up and down the Alleys, and write down 

his Diſcourſe: He that is now employed in this 

Office, is a very learned and ingenious Man: He 


takes great Pains to make all his young Diſciples 


fect Herbaliſts; for, all the Way as he paſſes along 
rom one Herb to another, he ſtoops down, handles 
the Simple, and explains his verbal Deſcription 
with his Fingers Ends ; giving a moſt accurate Ac- 
count of the minuteſt Difference between ſuch as 
ſeem to be alike, and demonſtrating to the Eye, that 


thoſe are two diſtin Plants, which _ take to be 


one; tracing out their different Families, in the 
Number, Texture, Shape or Colour of their Leaves 
and Flowers: And, this he does with ſo graceful an 
Action, ſuch eloquent Language, and ſo compoſed a 
Spirit, that he c all that happen to be pre- 
ſent at his Lectures, and makes every Body in Love 
with the Botanicks. The Garden ſtands open to all 
Gentlemen, provided they leave their Swords with 
the Keeper of the Gate, to prevent Quarrels and 
| Miſchief | | 

I enter daily among the reſt, and when the PZy- 
fick-Lefure is over, | retire my ſelf into one of the 
moſt pleaſant Shades in the World ; it is a Gravel 


Walk, the whole length of the Garden, on each fide - 


of which grow lofty Trees, planted ſo thick, and 
intermixing their Leaves and Branches fo cloſely 
at the Top, that they compoſe a perfect natural 
Umbrella over the Walk, from one End to the other, 


ſo that not a Beam of the Sun can enter. And, 


that which creates in me the greateſk Complacency, 
is, that the farther End of the Walk is not ſhut up 
by a high Wall, as is the Cuſtom in ſome Gar- 
dens ; but whether you are ſitting, or ſtanding up- 
Tight, it- opens to you a very agreeable and large 
Proſpect of the Country adjacent to Paris, which 
| C 3 affects 
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is moſt Learning, Senſe and Knowledge, there is ob- 
ſerv'd to be the greateſt Modeſty, and Rectitude of 
Manners. I ſee no Reaſon therefore, why we ſhould 
make ſuch Bugbears of Women, as not to truſt them 
with as Liberal Education as ourſelves. 8 

I believe, thou ſometimes beſtoweſt a Compaſſionate 
Thought on the Exil d Mahmut. Would'ſt thou do 
ſomething to alleviate my Melancholy, the next time 
thou goeſt to the Atmidan, tranſcribe what is engraven 
on the Ped:/tals of the Obeliſes and Columns ſtanding 
there, and ſend it encloſed in a Letter. 

He that is Lord of the Eaſt and the ff, from 
whoſe Threne hang Millions of Stars in Chains of 
Gold, increaſe thy Virtues and Bleſſings, and preſerve 
thee from the Poiſon of ill Eyes, and malicious 
Tongues, and bring thee to the Fields of endleſs Light. 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Near 1642. 


LETTER XII. 


70 Cara Haly, 4 Phyſician, at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Here is a Garden in this City, ſo near reſem- 

bling that of the Invincible Vizir Azem, on 
the Eaſt of Pera, that I cannot but fancy my ſelf 
near Conflantinople, when I am walking in it. It is 
called the King's Garden, being allotted by the Royal 
Bounty of the Kings of France, to the Service and 
Improvent of Students in Phy/ick. There is a 
Yearly Stipend ſettled on an approved Phy/ician, 
to take Care that no kind of Phyſical Plant or 
Herb be wanting in this Roya/ Seminary. Who al- 
ſo during the whole Summer, is obliged to read a 


Latin Lecture every Morning, on the Simples there 
i growing; . 
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owing ; whilſt a t Auditory of young Stu- 
ents, Win Books, Sen and Ink. in heir ands, 
wait on him up and down the Alleys, and write down 
his Diſcourſe: He that is now employed in thus 
Office, is a very learned and ingenious Man: He 
takes great Pains to make all his young Diſciples | 
perfect Herbaliſts ; for, all the Way as he paſſes along 
from one Herb to another, he ſtoops down, handles 
the Simple, and explains his verbal Deſcription 
with his Fingers Ends ; giving a moſt accurate Ac- 
count of the minuteſt Difference between ſuch as 
ſeem to be alike, and demonſtrating to the Eye, that 
thoſe are two diſtin _ „Which many take to be 
one ; tracing out their erent Families, in the 
Number, Texture, Shape or Colour of their Leaves 
and Flowers: And, this he does with ſo graceful an 
Action, ſuch eloquent Language, and ſo compoſed a 
Spirit, that he c all that happen to be pre- 
ſent at his Lectures, and makes every Body in Love 
with the Botanicks. The Garden ſtands open to all 
Gentlemen, provided they leave their Swords with 
the Keeper of the Gate, to prevent Quarrels and 
Miſchief 
I enter daily among the reſt, and when the PZy- 
fick-Lefure is over, I retire my ſelf into one of the 
moſt pleaſant Shades in the World ; it is a Gravel 
Walk, the whole length of the Garden, on each fide - 
of which grow lofty Trees, planted ſo thick, and 
intermixing their Leaves and Branches ſo cloſely 
at the Top, that they compoſe a perfect natural 
Umbrella over the Walk, from one End to the other, 
ſo that not a Beam of the Sun can enter. And, 
that which creates in me the greateſt Complacency, 
is, that the farther End of the Walk is not ſhut up 
by a high Wall, as is the Cuſtom in ſome Gar- 
dens ; but whether you are ſitting, or ſtanding up- 
Tight, it opens to you a very agreeable and large 
Proſpect of the Country adjacent to Paris, which 
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affects the Eye with incredible Delight; and mine 
ſo much the more, becauſe it perfectly reſembles the 
Country lying Eaſt of Pera and Conſtantinople, which 
ou ſuryey out of the Grotto's of the aforeſaid moſt 
Nuſtrions Yizir Azem. "Tis when I am in this 
Walk, I imagine I breathe the Air of 4/a, and am 
within the Verge of the Inperial Seraglio, the Sandtua- 
ry to which all the diftreſs'd Princes in the World 
have Recourſe. | 
There are in Paris above an hundred magnificent 
Palaces, and beautiful Gardens belonging to them; 
but none wherein I take ſo particular a Delight, as 
in this Royal Phy/#ck Garden. Here I ſpend many a2 
ſolitary Hour, and ſometimes I meet with Com- 


v. 
EE tell thee, Dear Haly, that tho' the French are na- 
turally the moſt poliſhed and refined People in the 
World, yet I am many times willing to make Ex- 
cuſes, and leave their Society; being by the Force of 
a powerful Inclination either drawn to this Garden, 
or to a famous Library in this City, in the Cuſtody 
of certain Religious Derwiſes, who at certain Hours 
of the Day, are obliged to give Attendance te all 
Gentlemen who are pleaſed to ſit there and ſtudy. 

Toward the Evening I viſit the Heſitali, which 
are the fineſt that ever I faw in the World, and I 
believe the beſt govern d. There is one named 
the Hoſpital of God, where Perſons of Quality them- 
ſelves, and thoſe of the u Rank, come every Even- 
ing, and wait on the Sick and the Wounded, yan, 
all the meaneſt Offices of inferior Servants, an 
this with Abundance of Tenderneſs and Humanity. 
I have ſeen the niceſt and gayeſt Ladies of the 
Court, drefling the moſt ſqualid and putrified Sores 
of wounded Men, not ſeeming in the leaſt to be 
diſguſted at the loathſome Sight and Stench of their 
Ulcers. When one firſt enters the Place, one would 
imagine it to be a Chamber of young 6 it 

| | ing 
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being a very long and wide Gallery, with Rows of 
Beds on beth Sides, wherein the Sick are diſpoſed ac- 
cording to the Order of their coming, or the Nature 
of their Diſeaſe. The Curtains of the Beds are all 
of pure white Linen, prettily wrought here and there 
with Flowers of Needle-work. Their Sheets as white 
as the Curtains ; and by each Bed ſtands a Baſon of 
clean Water, and a fine Towel laying by it. At the 
farther End of the Gallery, ſtands an Altar railed in, 
where the Prieſis perform their Religious Myſteries 
for the Sick. In fine, all Things in this Place ſpeak 
an exquiſite Decorum and Order, with a generous Re- 
gard to the Health and Life of Man. Three of theſe 

Galeries make up the whole Haſpital, and it is as 
pleaſant to me ſometimes to walk up and down in 
them, as in a beautiful Garden. 

Certainly, if any Argument could be of Force to 
recommend Sickneſs as a deſirable Thing. it muſt be 
taken from the Circumſtances of this Heſpital, or, an 
Equivalent Ground. TI, for my own Part, have often 
thought, that Death itſelf would nor be formidable 
amidſt ſo many Ornaments, Sweets and Comforts. 
If this Publick and Charitable Reyard to the Sick, be 
an Effect of their a I eannot be ſo partial to 
deny it a due Acknowledgment, but muſt own, that 
Heroick Virtue and Piety is to be found in an emi- 
nent Degree, even among the very /fidels. 

Thou wilt pardon me for detaining thee ſo long 
in the Theatre of the Sick and Wounded, and pre- 
ſenting thee with the Tragical Scenes of Mortality; 
ſince it is thy proper Profeſſion to converſe with the 
Infirmities, Diſeaſes and Dolours of Human Bodies, 
and to be frequently preſent in the Anti-Chambers of 
Death. | 

Suffer me to preſs thee to an Integrity of con- 
tinual Love and Friendſhip between us. Let not 

Miſtakes or Miſapprehenſions cool this generous Af- 
| C 4 &Ction 
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fection. It is Pity, that either the ſpightful Miſ- 
repreſentations of inſinuating Back- biters, or our 
own groundleſs Jealouſies, and Suſpicions, ſhould 
diflolve the Union of Faithful and Loving Friends. 
I had rather ſuffer a thouſand ſmall Injuries, which 
J know muſt proceed from Frailty and Human 
Neceſſity, than not continue to love where I have 
once pitchd my true Affection. Nothing but ap- 

arent wilſul Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery, ought to 

re: the ſacred and inviolable Band of Friendſhip. 
Fidelity and Love cover a Multitude of leſſer Faults. 
He that breaks with his Friend for ſmall Errors, 
diſcovers the Raſhneſs and Inconftancy of his Mind, 
and that his Friendſhip was never well grounded. 
For, had he been a wife Man, he would either have 
been more ſlow and cautious in the Choice of his 
Friend; or having once contracted Friendſhip, he 
would not break it again for a leſs Crime than ma- 
nifeſt Diſloyalty. But thou, who haſt ever purſued 
me with all the Offices of a generous and faithful 
Friend; bearing with many Infirmities and Failings, 
doſt not deſerve this Cenſure. Yet, conſidering the 
Inſtability of all Human Affairs, I could not for- 
bear putting thee in Mind ef theſe Things; leſt, 
through the Malice of Fortune, or the Envy of Men, 
or any other Cauſe, thou ſhould'ſt withdraw thy Af- 
ſection from me, which I value above all Temporal 
Bleſſings. For, befides the many Favours I have 
received at thy Hands, whereby I am obliged in 
Honour and Gratitude to love thee perpetually ; a 
Spark of Natural, or rather of Divine Affection. 
was kindled in my Breaſt, from the firſt Time I 
converſed with thee ; whether it proceeds from Agree- 
ableneſs and Harmony of Spirits, or ſome lecret 
Operation, Iknow not. But, ſure I am, and would 
have thee reſt confident, That there is not a Man in 
the World, who loves and honours thee with greater 
Fidelity than I do. | | 20M 
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The Great and Eternal Lord of the Univer/e, in- 
creaſe and' multiply thy Virtues and Bleflings, and 
make thee Illuſtrious in thy Generation; grant! 
alſo this Happinefs to -me, That after a lain an 
true Friendſhip between us on Earth, I may drink 
with thee of the Rivers of Pleaſure, which glide a- 
long the Fields of Paradi/e ; and that I may ſee thy 
Face brighter than the Stars of Heaven. Amen ! 
Amen ! O thou Lord of the Worlds. 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


ä NIIY - 
— 


LETTER XIV. 


To the Kaimacham. 


1 Take the beſt Meaſures for Intelligence, yet I can- 
not gain a Sight or a Copy of all the Expreſſes 
that come to this Court; nor can I learn their Import 
as ſoon as they arrive. The — * of State here, 
are the Sepulchres of News, they bury all in Silence. 
This is the Reaſon that I ſometimes have been 
forced to ſend thee an Account of many Events, lon 
after they happened. My laſt Letter was an Abſtr 
of the French Conqueſts in Catalonia, from the Be- 
ginning of the Vear to the Moon laſt paſt. 

After the King of France had retired from the 
Camp before Perpignan, the Mareſchal de Mefleraye 
applied himſelf vigorouſly to perfect the Batteries, 
Redoubts, and other Works. Whilſt the King of Spain 
was hourly perplexed with Cares and Anxieties, for 
this important Place. 

The Extremities to which it was reduc'd, haſten'd. 
his Preparations for an effectual Relief. He ſent 
Orders to the Marguiſſes of Tarracuſe, of Leganez and 
Mortaire, to raiſe the Flower ef Arragon and Caftile. 

Cs "= 
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The Vicerey of Naples, furniſhed out a conſiderable 
Fleet, it being the Catholick King's Reſolution either 
to ſuccour Perpignan, and raiſe that Siege, or take 
Barcelona by way of Reprizal. 

In the mean while, the new Mareſchal de la Mothe, 
fluſh'd with the late Favour he receiv'd from his Ma- 
ſter the French King, and ſpurr'd on with the Thirſt 
of Glory; entered like a Torrent with kis Troops 
into Valentia, which at that Time lay naked and un- 
guarded. ; - 

The firſt Thing he did, was, To ſurprizea Convoy 
of the Marquis of L-ganez, who were carrying an 
extraordinary Piece of Cannon to Viveros. 29 

The French broke through their Foot, with their 


accuſtomed Fury, and killed more than thirty Horſe, © 


taking as many Priſoners. They ſent the Cannon to 
the Camp at Reouæ. 

Thou ſeeſt, ſage Miniſter, how neceſſary a Qualifi- 
cation 1t is in a Sovereign Prance, to diſcern and re- 
ward the Merits of his Servants, Men of Virtue are 
animated with freſh Vigour, when their Actions are 
acknowledged. Of this the ever victorious Sultans 
of the Ottoman Empire are very ſenſible, who value 
the Abilities and Services of their Slaves, before any 
Conſideration of Neob/e Blood or Riches ; raifing 
3 from Nothing, to the higheſt Dignities of the 

mpire. 

The Mareſchal, after this Exploit took the Towns 
of Tamarit and Mcuſon ; but the Caftle belonging ta 
the latter, was ſurrendred upon Articles the fourteenth 
of the laſt Moon. 

Whilſt theſe Things were tranſacted on the Land, 
the Nawies were not idle by Sea. The Marguis of 
Brexe ſet upon the Spaniſh: Admiral, as he lay at An- 
chor nyar Viveros; and, not being able to diſengage 
the Veſſel from the Shallows, he ſet it on Fire, to- 
gether with another of equal Burden. 


— 2 


This 
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This was only an Exploit by the Bye, and as it lay 
in his Road to Barcelona, where the whole Spani/þ Fleet 
were arrived, with Deſign to aſſault the Town by Sea. 

The Marguis de Breze made all the Sail he could 
toward them ; but the Wind not favouring his De- 
ſign, he was forced to make uſe of his Gallies. In 
> Word, the Spaniards loſt four Ships in this Fight, 
and three more on the firſt of this Moon. 

Thus Perpignen is in no likelihood of Relief. I 
will ſend thee all the Intelligence I receive. of this 
important Siege. | 
Paris, 10th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. - 


LETTER XV. 
To Iſouf, his Kinſman. 


1 Have received thy Letter, and congratulate thy 
ſafe Return to Con/tantinople. The Bleſſing of 


 Maheomet be upon thee, for the Sacrifice thou madeſt 


on Abraham's Mountain on my Behalf, and for the 
Alms thou gaveſt to blot out my Sins. Hadſt thou 
ſent me the Sacred Relick I defired, I would multiply 
28 on Jſeuf my Couſin. It is but a trifling 
Excule to ſay, thou eouldſt not procure that which 


is denied to no Pilgrim. The Emir of Mecca expects 
that every one who viſits that Holy of Holies, ſhould 


purchaſe a Piece of the old Hanging, when it is yearly 
taken down. This is his Fee, and thou haſt at once 


defrauded him of his Due, fruſtrated my Hopes, and 


weaken ' d the Merit of thy Pilgrimage. 
But I will not be querulous; perhaps thou wert 


afraid of wanting Money in the reſt of thy Journey. 


Thy Letter is very ſhort, and full of Reſerve, hardly 
vouchſafing to — an 155 for thy long Silence 
C tho? 
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tho' it be now the nine and thirtieth Moon fince thou 
firſt partedſt from Conflantinople, without giving me 
any Account what was become of thee. 

ometimes I thought thou wert over-whelm'd in 
the S, d of Arabia, or that ſome wild Beaſt had 
devour'd thee. At other times, I imagined thou 
might'ſ die of Thirſt, in thoſe dry and barren De- 
farts. When the C:revar returned at the accuſtomed: 
Time, and no Tidings of Jon, I could not divine 
that thou wert gone into Perſia, or that thou would'ft 
travel through all the Eaſ, as thy Letter informs 


me. | 

I ſhould be proud of my Kinſman, were I ſatis- 
fied what Improvements he has made in ſo tedious a 
Journey. Thy Letter ſpeaks thee not a Traveller; 
thou art a Churl in not communicating to me thy 
Adventures and Obſervations, in ſo 'many Countries 
as thou haſt paſs'd through. 

Tell me, uf, What was the Motive which put 
thee upon ſuch a hazardous Fatigue? Thou wert a 
Man of great Faith to truſt thy ſelf to the Conduct 
of the Perfran, who invited thee along with him. 
It is a Sign thou haſt a roving Soul, or elſe thou 
wouldſt not upon ſuch eaſy Terms have abandon'd 
the Company of thy Fellow- Travellers and Friends, 
to join thy ſelf to a Stranger; an Enemy to thy Na- 
tion, a Heretick. "Tis true, a Peace was juſt then 
concluded between the Grand Signior and the Soph , 
of 60 . and ſo there was no Hanger of thy being 
' ſnapp'd for a Spy, and ſacrificed to the Jealouſy of 
State. But thou expoſed ſt thy ſelf to the Capricio's 
of Fortune, and the wavering Temper of a Man, 
who, for ought thau — might have ſome ill 
Deſign upon thee. | | 

Tell me, did'ſt thou not meet with. great Temp- 
tations at paban ? Could'ſt thou withſtand the 
Charms of Perſian Luxury? It muſt needs be a 
ſuxprizing Novelty, to ſee the Ladies of the Court 


frolicking 


„ 
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frolicking and revelling in the Houſes of Pleaſure 
without the City, ſo contrary to the auſtere Cuſtoms 
of our Women at Conflantinople. 

Well! I will believe thee chaſte in the midſt of 
Courtezans, ſober in Company of Drunkards, and, 
that the Spark who pick'd thee up at Medina made 
no Attempts to debauch thy Virtue ; yet thou can'ſt 
not blame this Raillery, when thou confidereſt the 
diſſolute Manners of that Nation. And I will tell 
thee 1 that I find it very irkſome to abſtain 
from Wine, in a Country, where every Body drinks 
it but my ſelf. 

But, thou giveſt me no Character of thy Perſian 
Friend, or his Quality. He might, for ought I know, 
be ſome Knight Errant, and thou his Squire, and ſo 
you rambled 1— up and down Aſia to ſeek Ad- 
ventures, for thou art not ſo. complaiſant te tell me 
the Effect of thy Travels. | 
Had I been in thy Place, I ſhould have made it 
my Buſineſs to enquire into the Laws and Reli- 

ions of thoſe Countries through which I paſſed. I 
Fould have taken Notice of the Strength and Situa- 
tion of their Cities and Caſtles; their Manner of 
Building and Fortifications; the Diſcipline of their 
Soldiers; what navigable Rivers they have, and 


which were the moſt eminent Places of Commerce 


and Trafhck. 

When thou wert in the Court of the Great Mogul,. - 
it had been worth thy Obſervation, to ſee the 
Grandeur of this Monarch, whe never goes into 
the Field with leſs than two hundred thouſand 
Men. Thou ſhouldeſt have remarked alſo the Uſe 
the Indians make of Elephants in their Battels. It 
bad not been amiſs to have caſt an Eye into their 
Temples in this Country, where thou would'ſt have 
beheld the execrable Devotions of theſg [dolaters,. 
who worſhip the Devil under hideous Forms. But 
above all, 1 ſ:ould have been greedy to ſee m—_ 
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dian Women throw themſelves into the Funeral Pile 
after their dead Huſbands. And, before I parted from 
the Country, 1 ſhould have ſought the Converſation 
of their Gymne/oph:fts or Brachmans, Theſe are in ſs 
great Reputation for their Wiſdom, Sanctity, and 
incorrupt Manners, that the greateſt Porentates have 
Recourſe to them in all Difficulties, as to divine 
Oraclos. | *. ' 

Ching alſo would have afforded thee Matter of Ob- 
fervation and Remark. 

"Theſe People ſay of themſelves, That they ſee 
with both Eyes, the Alahometans with one, and all 
the reit of the World are ſtark blind. But in my 
Opinion, the Chins/zs can be but pur-blind themſelves, 
fince they ſee no farther than the Mountains which 
environ their own Country; it not being permitted 
to the Subjects of that Empire to travel. Yet, to give 
them their due, They are a very ingenious People, 
envied by all the World for their Art in making 


Porphyry. 

I ſhould be glad to know, if whilft thou wert in 

this Country, thou ever ſaweſt any of thoſe failing 
Waggens, which are ſaid to be uſed there. 
It would be very obliging, to ſend me a partica- 
lar Relation of thy Travels theſe three Years. Thou 
wilt not be angry, that I am ſolicitous for thy Good. 
The End of Travelling is, to gain Experience and 
Wiſdom. If thou haſt attained this, I ſhall re- 
joice. The Deſire of Knowledge has cauſed many 
famous Men to come about the World. This lead 
Pythagoras into Paleftine and Egypt. This made 
Plato to leave Athens, to go and learn of Archytas 
the Philoſopher at Tarentum in Italy. And. the {ame 
| Motive carried Apollonius through the greateſt Part of 
Aba and Africa. 

But I would not have thee confine thy Seareh 
to their Meafures. For they only coveted. for to 
know the Myſteries of Nature. Whereas, if thou 

travelleſt 
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travelleſt again, I would adviſe thee to acquaint thy- 
ſelf with the Conſtitutions of Kingdoms and States, 
whereby thou mayeſt be ſerviceable to our Great Ma- 
fer, the Grand Signior, Lord of the ſeven Climates, 
for whoſe Sake the Elements are reftrained withintheir 
Bounds, and Nature itſelf keeps on her Courſe. 
Couſin, I pray the great G to polifh thy Soul with 
rational Principles, and make thee uſeful in thy Gene . 
ration; for no Man is born for himſelf. Adieu. 


Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LET TEN N 


Zo Berber Muſtapha, Aga at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


VLent thee a Letter in the Concluſion of the laſt 
| Year, concerning the Duke of Larrain, and the 
Loſs of his Eftate : Since which he ſeems to have loſt 
himſelf ; being Excommunicated by the Pope who is to 
the Chriſtians what our Mufti is to true Believers. . 

If thou knoweft not what it is to be Excommunicated 
by the Pope, I will inform thee in few Words. | 
Thoſe who lie under this Cenſure, are forbid to en- 
ter into any of their Churches, or in the leaſt to par- 
take of what they eſteem Holy, All Chriftians are 
commanded to ſhun their Company ; they areeſteem- 

ed as bad as Hereticks ; baniſh'd human Society, aud 
given over to the Devil. 

The Occaſion of paſling this ſo ſevere a Sentence 
on a Sovereign Prince, thou wilt imagine was great; 
and yet it was only for putting away his firſt Wife, 
and marrying another. A Thing — 

iſe 


1 7 r 1 
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ctiſed all over the Ea. Should our Maſti's have the 

ſame Power, there would be but few Mu//al/men in the 
Jacred Moſques. 1 

But, theſe Infdels call Marriage a great Sacrament, 

and eſleem it as violated when a Man repudiates his 

Wife; Divorces being not allowed in any Part of 

Chriftendem, unleſs in Caſe of Adultery. 

People talk variouſly of the Pope's Cenſure. Thoſe 
who favour the Counteſs of Cantecroix, murmur at 
the Excommunication, calling it a Breach of Privi- 

es, an unheard-of Innovation, an Attempt upon 
the Life of the Prince. They add alſo, that he ought 
firſt to have been cited, and his Caſe heard by the 
2 according to the Canons and Decrees of Coun- 
cils. 

On the other Hand, there are who juſtify this 
Proceeding of the Pope, and accuſe the Duke of bar- 
barous Ingratitude, for leaving his lawful Wife, by 
whom he got his Eſtate, and with whom he had lived 
many Years. 

Hewever, the Duke of Lorrain has publiſhed ar 
Proteſtation againſt the Pope's Proceedings, and cauſed 
his Precurator General to do the like ; writing Let- 
ters alſo. to the Prefidents and Counſellors of the Sowe- 
reign Court of Lorrain and Barois, commanding them 
not to take any Notice of the Pope's Cenſure ; it be- 
ing actually null and void, becauſe contrary to the 
fundamental Laws of the Church. 

It is to be obſerved here, That this excommunicated 
Prince in the Concluſion of his Proteſt, appeals ne- 
vertheleſs to the 2 Biſhop, when he ſhall be 
better informed, ſtill profeſſing an eternal Obedience 
to the Church. 


It is a ſtrange unaccountable Power, the Popes of 
Rome claim over Emperors and Princes. In his pub- 
lick Letters, Briefs, or Patents, he ſtyles himſelf, 
the Servant of the Serwants of God; yet, in his _— 
the 


ons, he aſſumes a Sovereignty over Kings, calling 
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the Princes in Chriſtendom, his Sons, and chaſtiſing 
them as ſuch, when he ſees Occaſion. All this pro- 
ceeds from the Difference they made between the 
temporal and ſpiritual Sword. So, that when their 
Forces have been routed, the City of Rome ſack d, 
and themſelves taken Priſoners by the Force of the 
former; yet they have at the ſame Time, by the Dint 
of the latter, ſubdued their Conquerors, and in the 
midſt of Captivity celebrated a Triumph. 

Spare not to command me, if thou canſt propoſe 
any Method of doing thee Service. | 
| God, the Efſence of Eſſences, purify us, and waſh 
away our Imperfe&ions. . 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


a 


LETTER XVII. 


To Bedredin, Superior of the Derviſes of 
the Convent of Cogni, in Natolia. 


RT thou alive, venerable old Man, or muſt I 
expect my Anſwer in the other World? I have 
often writ to thee, and more often enquired after thy 
Health, when I had Opportunity ; but have received 
no Anſwer, nor heard any News of thee theſe ſeven 
Moons ; which ſeem ſo many Years, to a Man who 
would be ready to die for Joy, could he receive the 
leaſt Aſſurance that thou art yet alive. 

Without Doubt, thou liveſt where- ever thou art, 
and liveſt in perfect Joy and Peace, the Rewards of 
thy conſummate Sanctity and Virtue. Either thou 
ſtill enjoyeſt a Heaven on Earth, thy incorrupt Soul 
being a Paradiſe to itſelf ; or, thou haſt tranflated thy 
Reſidence from Earth to Heaven, to augment the 
Number and Joys of the Bleed. — 1 
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Well ! I will ſuppoſe and hope thou art alive, and 
that this Letter will come to thy Hand : I will there- 
fore make thee an acceptable Preſent. 

Thou haſt often ſpoke with much Affection and 
Reverence of 7ESUS ; the Meſias of the Chriſtians, 
as all good Mu/julmen ought to do; being taught 
by the Alcoran in feveral Chapters, that he was a 
Holy Prophet, and in the Number of the divine Fa- 
vourites. 

I have met with an authentick Deſcription of his 
Perſon in the King's Library, and have tranſlated it 
into Arabict for thy Satisfaction. Publius Lentulus 
being Preſident of Fudea, ſent it to the Senate of 
Reme, when the Fame of FESUS began to ſpread 
abroad in the World. Theſe are his Words. | 


W* HERE lives at this Time in Judea, a Man 

of fingular Virtue, whoſe Name is Jeſus Chriſt. 

Whom the Baibarians eſeem a Prophet; but his 
baun Followers adore him as the Oft-ſpring of the Im- 
mortal Gods. He calls back the Dea from their 
Grawves, and heals all Sorts of Diſeaſes with a Word, 
er a Touch. He is tall and well-ſhaped; of an Ami- 
able, Reverend Apis; his Hair of a Colour that 
can hardly be match'd, falling into graceful Curls be- 
low his Ears, and very agreeably couching on his 
Shoulders, parted on the Crown of the Head like the 
Nazarites. His Fore-head is ſmooth and large, his. 

Cheeks without other Spot, ſave that of a lovely Red. 
His Noſe and Mouth farm d with exquiſite Symmetry. 
His Beard thick, and of a Colour ſuitable to the Hair 
of his Head, reaching an Inch below his Chin, and 
parting in the Middle like a Fork. His Eyes bright, 
clear and ſerene, He rebukes with Majeſiy, counſels 
evith Mildneſs ; his whole Addreſs, whether in Word 
or Deed, being El:gant and Grave. No Man has ſeen 
him laugh, but he has wept frequently. He is wery 
Temperate, Mod:ft and Wije. A Man for his * 
; ent 
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lent Beauty and divine Perfectiont, ſurpaſſing the Chil- 
dren of Men. 


I ſend thee this Picture of the Chriſtians Meſſias, 
not drawn by the Pencil of the Painter, but by the 
Pen of a Roman Governor, and therefore it may paſs 
for authentick. I have often heard thee praiſe the 
Original, and condemn ſome too ſuperſtitious Mu/ſul- 
men, Who, in their miſtaken Zeal for the Alcoran, 
have blaſphemed this Holy Prophet; a Man whom the 
Alceran itſelf mentions in ſeveral Chapters, ſtyling 
him, The Breath and Werd of God. | 

Certainly, Malediction becomes not the Mouth of 
a true Believer ; and he, who curſes GOD, or any of 


| "the hundred and twenty four thouſand Prophets, ſhall 


be excluded their Society in Paradi/e. 

I give thee a final Adieu. O holy Derviſe; deſi- 
ring, That this Character of the M/#2h may be tran- 
ſcribed in Letters of Gold on Silken Paper, and laid 
up in the Library of thy Convent. Adieu. Live 
for ever, | | 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Tear 1642. 


— 


LETTER XVIII. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Arious are the Diſcourſes of People in this 
Place concerning the Reduction of A/ac. For, 
Paris, like Athens of old, is the Receptacle of all the 

News in the World. "| 
The French are naturally a Martial People, de- 
lighting much in the Affairs of Var; and when 
the News came laſt Year of Raiſing the Siege of 
Aſjac, with all the Particulars of the Defendants 
Bravery, 
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Bravery, notwithſtanding the Union of ſo great For- 
ces againſt them; they highly applauded the Valour 
and Conſtancy of the Coacks, whom neither Threats 
nor Promi es, gentle Means, nor vigorous Allaults 
could prevail upon to ſurrender up their 'Town, but 
forced their Beſiegers to return home with the Loſs 
of above twelve — and Turks, beſides Moldawviant, 

Walachians, and Tartars. > W 

But now they begin to change their Notes, and 
to admire the invincible Force of the Ottoman Arms, 
which hew their Way through the moſt formidable 
Difficulties, to lay Empires, Kingdoms, and States at 
the Feet of our wiftorious Sultan. 

I have received a particular Account from Nathan 
Ben Saddi, of the taking of that City. He tells me, 
that at the News of thoſe great bao go cy which 

were making by Land and Sea againſt it, the Inhabi- 
tants being denied the Protection of the Muſcovites, 
which was their ſole Refuge in this Extremity, aban- 
doned the Town, carrying with them their Goods, 
and demoliſhing their Houſes, ſo that there was but 
{mall Prey left for our Soldiers. | 

Itis the general Diſcourfe of this Court, that there 
is a Son born to Sultan Ibrahim. I ſhould heartily 
rejoice, were I aſſured the News was true; but, there 
is no Diſpatch as yet to confirm it. Beſides, I have 
received Advice from Conſtantinople, which almoſt 
2 me from ever hoping for ſo fortunate an 

vent. +8 

God lengthen thy Days, and make thee happy both 
in this World, and in Paraadiſe. 


Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


70 Muſtapha, Baſſa of Siliſtria. 
T HOU haſt no Reaſon to repine at the Exchange 


of thy Government, tho' thy preſent Power 
be circumſcribed within narrower Limits than it was 
in Egypt. That Granary of the World, never afford- 
ed thee ſuch a Harveſt of Laurels as thou reaped on 
the Banks of the Black Sea. The Conqueſt of 4/ac 
has loaded thee with Honours, and the Moderation 
thou haſt in the midſt of Triumphs, has captivated ' 
greater Numbers of the C:/ac4s, than could the Dint 
of thy Cymetar. Tho' the Foundations of Kingdoms 
are laid in Blood, yet the Superſtructure is cemented 
with Clemency ; and the Reman Cz/ars, by timely 
ſheathing their Swords, faſtened to their Empire the 
| Provinces they had won by drawing them. 

I am bound to write often to the Miniſters of the 
Port, and all my Moments are conſecrated to the 
Service of the Grand Signior, who has a Right to 
command all Mankind: Yet the Fame of thy late 
Victory reaching theſe Parts, and giving Occaſion of 
Diſcourſe, I ftole this Time from my ſelf, not from 
my Great Mafter (it being the Hour of Sleep) to tell 
thee what the World ſays of thee. 

They do not compare thee to Hannibal, Scipio, or 
Alexander the Great; thou thy ſelf would'ſt take him 
for a Flatterer, that ſhould uſe ſuch an Expreſſion: 
But they ſay, the Method thou haſt taken to ſweeten 
the Calamities of the Coachs, and invite them back 
to their abandoned Habitations, has ſome Reſem- 
blance with the Conduct of Selim, a General of Or- 
chanes's Army ; who, after he had taken the City of 
Pruſa, forbid his Soldiers, on Pain of Death, to 
touch the Goods of the Inhabitants, or commit any 
inſolent Action. The Moderation of this Conqueror, 

not 
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not only rendred the Citizens eaſy and willing to ſub- 
mit to their ew Lord, but, the Fame of it ſpreading 
abroad, he with little Bloodſhed, reduced all the ad- 
joining Countries under Subjection. | 

It is reported of the and victorious Saladine, 
that he took more Pleaſure in winning the Hearts of 
his Enemies, than in conquering their Perſons, This 
Prince had a Saying very common in his Mouth, That 
he did the Office of a Barber and Gardener, ſhaving 
the 24-3” AI and pruning the Excreſcencies of over- 
grown Kingdoms and States, not defiroying them Root. 
and Branch. Tis certain, -he endeavoured in all his 
Conqueſts to mollify the Averſion of his Enemies, 
by Acts of Generoſity. 

Thou wilt expect ſome News from a Man in my 
Poft, and I cannot entertain thee with more agree- 
able Intelligence, than what 1s the common Theme 
of Diſcourſe at this Time. 

Edward, Deke of Parma, has entered into the 
Pope's Territories with three thouſand ſele& Horſe, 
where he marches, dragooning up and down the Coun- 
try, bringing Terror and Confuſion where-ever he 
comes. He conquers without drawing his Sword, 
the Pope s Army flying before him. | 

This Prince is by Nature very fierce and active, 
and has a peculiar Gift of obliging his Soldiers, by 
treating them with a frank, affable Carriage, free 
from the ſtately Reſervedneſs to which Men in Au- 
thority are accuſtomed. By this Deportment, he has 
inſenſibly ſtole their Affections; they are ready to fol- 
low him all over the World. 

When the Princes of Italy fall out with one an- 
other, they generally engage the French and the 
Spaniards in the Quarrel. But the Duke of Parma 
refuſed the Aſſiſtance which the former proffered 
him of two thouſand Men, provided they might 
be diſpoſed in Garriſons; he was jealous, left the 
French deſigned to play their old Game; and, = 

| nen 
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when they were once hovuicd in nis Cities and ſtrong 
Holds, it would be difficult unkennel them. | 

He has an w Way of Winning Towns, carrying 
with him neither Infantry, Cannon, Ammunition, 
nor any other Proviſions neceſſary to a Compigr. Yet 
when he approzched toward c:-/a in his Koad to 
Bologna, the Governor ſent the Keys of the Town 
to him in his Mach; which he made no other Uſe 
of, than to give his Troops a Paſlage through the 
Place, reſigning them upagain. By theſe noble Acts 
he paved himſelf an eaſy Way through the Eci. * 
State; his Army being furniſh'd with Victuals in 
Abundance, without Plunder or Infolency. 

"The firſt Occaſion of this Quarrel proceeded from 
ſome Contempt put upon the Prince of Parme, at 
the C:urt of Rome, by the Nephews of Pope Urban: 
And the Diſguſts have ſince Ks improved to that 
Height, as to engage the State of Venice, the Grand 
Duke of Tuſtany, tne Duke of Modena, and other 
Princes, in the Care of the general Incereſt of ach. 
They proceed with Mediations and Overtures of 
Peace in one Hand, whilſt the Sword is brandiſh'd 
with the other ; amuſing one another with Treaties 
to gain Time. The Lois of Coftro, a ſtrong Town 
on the Borders of the Eccle/i2ftical State, ſpurs on 
the Duke of Parma to revenge himfelf on the Bar- 
bcrini's ; whilſt the Republick of Venice ſtrives to miti- 
gate his Fierceneſs, and accommodate Affairs, eſpou- 

ing his Cauſe, but fearful of his Raſhneſs, leſt his 
impetuous Humour ſhould carry him to the Walls of 
Rome, and bring Things to Extremities For, all the 
Princes of Laly profeſs an inviolate Obedience to the 
Pope, who ſeems to inherit the Authority of the an- 
cient Roman Emperors. | 

Thou may'ft comprehend by what I have ſaid, 
how eaſy it were at ſuch a Juncture, when all the 
Principalities in Italy are (as it were) disjointed, to 
bring them under the Yoke of a Foreign * 
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This is what the Sprniards and French have for a lon 
Time been nibbling at: And, whereof the Republic 
of Venice are ſo jealous, that they never ſide with 
one Party to the Ruin of another, but endeavour to 
keep all the Intereſts of Italy in an Equilibrium, till 
they are reconciled and united, left the Party which 
finds itſelf moſt weakened, ſhould ſeek the Protection 
of one of thoſe potent Crowns ; who would not fail 
to ſtrike two Strokes for themſelves, if they are de- 
fired to ſtrike one for the oppreſſed Italian. | 
The Chriſtians call Italy the Garden of Europe; 
and if the Alluſion may hold, the King of Spain has 
poſſeſſed himſelf of two ſtately Grotto's in it, Naples 
and Milan; yet, tis a Queſtion, whether the Coſt 
in maintaining theſe two Cities, will countervail the 
Honour of being their Sovereign at ſuch a Diſtance. 
The ſame may be ſaid of his Dominions in Mexico 
and Peru. This is the peculiar Happineſs of the 
Ottoman Empire, that all the Members of fo vaſt a 
Body lie contiguous to each other. 3 Y 
The Monarch of the World abewe, and this below, - 
increaſe the Territories of our inwincible Sultan, 
and by continually ſupplying our Armies with ſuch 
fortunate Leaders as Mu/tapha, ſubdue all Nations to 
the true Faith, * 


Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. FAY 


LETTER XX. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of State. 


Have heard with Sorrow, the Diſappointment the 


Sultan's Forces met with in the taking of _ 
The 
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The Chriſtians accuſe him of Breach of the Capitu- 
lation, on which a Peace was concluded for twenty 
| Years, between the Happy Port, and the Emperor of 
Germany. | 

If the Stratagem by which they deſign'd to take 
this Town, be truly related to me, it ſeems to be a 
Copy of the Grecian Artifice in taking 7 roy, bating 
the Difference ef many Carts, and one Wooden 
Horſe. | * 

That Officer who diſcovered the Intrigues, tho' he 

had hunted in vain all the former Part of the Day, 
yet returned with good Game at laſt, when he had 
enſnared our carted Soldiers within the Toils, got 
them within the Walls of the City, and drawn u 
the Draw-Bridge upon the Ambuſh which lay behind, 
The Emperor, it ſeems, takes it mightily to Heart ; 
and, as I hear, has ſent an Ambaſſador to the Port, 
to eomplain of this Tranſaction, 
The Court here is not very folicitous for his Inte- 
reft, nor will they be much troubled to find that his 
Ambaſſador has but a cold Reception at Conſtantinople. 
For, the Differences between the Kings of - France, 
and the Houſe of Auſtria are too deeply grounded, 
to ſuffer any good Underſtanding or Affection to take 
Place between them. | 

And the Cardinal of Richlieu was heard to fay, 
not many Days ago, That /ince the German Eagle 
was fo greedy, he would give her a Bone to pick would 

break her Bill. This was ſpoken in relation to the 

Emperor Encroachments on the Palatinate, and his 
Seizures of Juliers and Trewes. | 

Iam glad to hear that the League is renewed be- 
tween the Shining Port and the Kings of Per/ia, that 
fo the Nerves of the Sacred Empire may be wholly 


employed in Hungary. 


Paris, 12th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1042, 


LET. 


— ä — 
7 


1 


50 LzTTzxs Writ by vol. II. 


LETTER XXL 


To Enguruli Emir Cheik, a Man of the Law, 


= HIS Veſtern World lies drown'd in Wicked- 
; neſs; or rather, is ſet on Fire with Sin, I 
ſweat while I am within the Confines of the Air of 
Chriftendoem. An univerſal Peſtilence infects the 
Souls of Men, from whence their Words breathe no- 
thing but Contagion. Even ſuch as one would take 
for Holy Saints, are mere Cheats ; and like thoſe Fruits 
that grow on the Banks of the Lake Aphaltites, 
they are fair and beautiful without, but bring them 
to the Touchſtone, and you will find them mere 
Corruption and Rottenneſs within. The Laity open- 
ly wallow in all Debauchery and licentious Practices. 
Nor are the Clergy leſs exempt from ſecret Enormi- 
ties; while the Ecclefiaftick Veſtments ſerve but as 
Cloaks to Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and other 
concomitant Vices. The Sword of 7u/tzce itſelf, or 
at leaſt, that which ought to be ſo, ſerves to divide 
the Spoils of the Poor, the Yidew, and the Orphan. 
In Court and Camp all Offices are bought and fold, 
without regard to Merit, or the Publick Good, He 
that bids hygheſt, is firſt preferr'd ; and, the beſi- 
money d Chapman, is the moſt meritorious Candi- 
date. Theſe are the Eſcapes of Princes, and the De- 
ſigns of Favourites; whilſt the Eaſineſs of the One, 
abuſed by the Craft and Subtlety of the Other, ex- 
poſes Places of higheſt Truſt, as in an Exchange, to 

come the Merchandize of every Peddling Huckſter: 
And brave and generous Souls are many Times put 
by, tho' the Roya/ Promiſe it ſelf has paſs'd in their 
Behalf. This is eminently the Unhappineſs of the 
French Court + And, *tis thought, the late Duke of 
Luynes, and the preſent Cardinal Richlieu, both of 


them Favourites to the preſent King, could not 


have 


p ? , * | * * 0 
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have ſwell'd their Coffers with ſuch Heaps of Gold, 
but by theſe ſiniſter Methods. 

I am credibly inform'd by an old French Courtier, 
That Mo, fur Belville, a Gentleman of the Province 
of Langucdoc, ſpared not to pals this Reflection on the 
Duke of Luynes ; even in the _ Preſence. Being 
at Bourd:axx, while the King celebrated his Nupti- - 
als with the Infanta of Spain, in a moſt magnificent 
Manner; one Day coming to the Court in his Mourn- 
ing-Coach, (his Father being newly dead) he was 
reprehended by Monficur Cadinet, younger Brother 
to the Duke of Luynes, for appearing at Court in 
ſuch an extraordinary Time of Joy, with a Mourn- 
ing: Coach: O, Sir, ſays Belville, the Bravery of your 


Brother's Coach, may excuſe the Meanneſs of mine, 


fince he borrowed all the Gold I had, to equip himſelf 
for this Triumphant Seaſon. This I was told, by one 
that was preſent, and heard the Words ; and, the Oc- 
cafion of them alſo he was not 1gnorant of, which 
was this, | 
Mon ſicur Belwville being a Gentleman of a Noble 
Family, and One whoſe eminent Virtues and Ser- 
vices might have intitled him to ſome ſuitable Dig- 
nity, but being Low in his Fortune, was not re- 
garded or taken Notice of, till he addrefſed himſelf 
to the Duke of Luynes ; who, upon the Receipt of 
fifteen hundred Crowns, promiſed him to make him 
Cawalier of the Order of the Holy Gef, a Digni 
next to that of the Peers of the Rea/m, and Sick 
is a fair Step to it. But, inſtead of performing his 
Promiſe, after he had got his Money, he, by under- 
hand Practices, procured him to be Baniſhed the 
Court, neither did he ever come near it till this Mar- 
riage aforeſaid was taken in Hand ; at which Time 
his Father dying at Bourdeaux, and being there alſo 
buried, he, by the Mediation of ſome Friend, pro- 
cured a Repeal of his Baniſhment, that he might have 
an Opportunity of _— the King ſenſible 5 
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the Dyke's Injuſtice. But, it took not the deſired 
Effect; for, he was upon thoſe Words, immediately 
impriſoned, where he ſoon after died of Grief. Thus 
is Oppreſſion, Murder and Violence countenanc'd by 
Authority among theſe I;fd*/s. ; yr 

But thou, Sage Interpreter of our Law, and Pa- 
tron of Virtue, vouchſafe me thy Counſel, that I 
may learn not to be corrupted by converſing with 
theſe Uncircumciſed. 
Paris, 12th of the gth Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XXII. 


72 the moſt Illuftrious Vizir Azem, at 


HE Enemies of the Ottoman In ereſt, ever 
ſince the Time that our late invincible Sultan 
Amurath had cauſed. his Uncle Mu/t«pha to be ſtrang- 
led, flatter'd themſelves with the vain Hopes ef 
ſäeeing that Royal Line exiinCt ; it being blaz'd a- 
. in all the Cæurts of Chriſtendom, that Sultan 
Amurath, by exceſſive Uſe of Wine, had quite ener- 
vated his Natural Vigor, and rendred himſelf in- 
capable of getting any more Children. And the 
private Charge which he gave to the Baſa's and 
| Grandes of the Empire, that in Caſe he died Iſſue - 
leſs, they ſhould tranſlate the Imperial Diadem to 
the Tartar, was no Secret here. Every body look'd 
upon our preſent happy Sovereign, Sultan Ibrabim, 
as a Man defign'd for a Sacrifice to his Brother's Ha- 
tred, and that he would not long ſurvive the Fate of 

his Uncle Mu/fapha. 
J have heard a grave and experienc'd Stateſman 
fay, That he hoped to ſee the Orreman Empire (af- 
: ter 


. 
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ter the Death of Amurath) rent into as many and 
fatal Diviſions, by the ambitious Beglerbegs, Baſſa's, 
and other Governors of Provinces, as the Empire of 
Alexander the Great was, by the Commanders of his 
Army, after his Death; who ſhared it among them- 
ſelves, and cantonized it into as many Principalities, 
as there were Captains to make Pretenſions, either by 
Merit, or the Sword. | 

But, Praiſe be to Ged, Lord of the Univerſe, the 
Sovereign Protector Mthe Empire eſtabliſhed by his 
own Hands, the Hopes of the Infadels are defeated. 
Ottoman is not left without an Heir to ſit upon the 

Throne, an Heir of his Blood, as well as of his Empire. 

The Birth of Sultan Mabamet is no ſmall News to 
Europe, after it had been generally reported, That his 
Father Sultan Ibrahim was Impotent. The Ladies 
of the Court here begin to entertain a better Opinion 
of him. And the Grandees frame more Maiculine 
Iea's of our re 8 : , | 

God augment the Inperial Off-ipring, and perpetu- 
ate the mics till the Day 5 the Balance. 
I bow my Forehead to the Carpets whereon thou 

treadeſt, and kiſs the Hem of thy rich Veſt, Ga in- 
_ ereaſe thy Graces and Felicities. e 

Paris, 12th of the qth Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


three 
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LETTER XXIII. 
| To the ſame. 


T is not lawful for a Slave to pry into the Action: 
of his Sowereign Lord, much leſs to cenſure his 
Conduct with Boldneſs. But, miſerable is that Prince, 
who, amongſt all his pretended Friends and Servants, 
has none 1o faithful and diſcreet, as to warn him of 

Dangers which are ready to devour him, 
D 3 I can- 
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I cannot but highly applaud the Severity of thy 
Juſtice, in taking away the Life of that Perſian Tray- 
tor laſt Vear, who, by his accurſed Inſinuations and 
Example, haſtened the Death of our late Yi&orious 
Sovereign, Sultan Amurath, upon whom be the Mer- 
\cies of God. | | | 
That Heretick, tho' an Emir, of the Race of our 
Holy Prophet, and adornèd with the Immarc«ſcible Ca- 
lours, which is appropriated to Sanctity and Virtue ; 
g yet, refrained not from /do/ali$, being a daily Vota- 
ry to Bacchus, He it was, who firſt taught the Va- 
| fortuate Sultan to drink Wine, which he afterwards 
practiſed to that Exceſs, as betray d him to many In- 
conveniencies, and at laſt to Death it ſelf. 

But, ſuffer me to ax thee, Why thou doſt not 
alſo take an equal Revenge on Muftapha Baſſa, who 
was as guilty as the Per/fzan ; being not only a Compa- 
nion, but a zealous Promoter of the Roya / Debauches ? 
It was he, who firſt propos'd that fatal Match of 
Drinking, which caſt the Sultan into a Mortal Fever, 
of which he died in leſs than a'Week. . 

I ſhould not preſume to ſay theſe Things to thee, 
nor to call paſt Miſcarriages to Remembrance, were 
I not certainly inform'd, that the ſame Muſtapba is 
practiſing his old Trade wich the preſent Sultan ra- 
him, endeavouring to enervate the Reya/ Blood, and 
withdraw the Sultan from the juft Obſervance of our 
Holy Law, to the impious Prophanations of the A, - 
dels. I am commanded to ge Intelligence of all im- 
portant Affairs to thee, and the other Great Miniſters 
of State: I thought none more weighty, than that 

which regards the Life of my Sovereign. 

I have done my Duty. I leave the Proceſs to thee, 
Who art the Oracle of Government. 

God direct thy Feet in the Path of Juſtice, which 
will aſſuredly lead thee to the Gardens of Eden, where 
thou ſhalt enjoy eternal Repoſe, and ſupreme Felicity. 

Paris, 26th of the gth Moon, N : 

of the Year 1642. | LET | 
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LETTER XXII. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the 
Religion of the Turks. 


Received the Diſpatch of thy Sanctity, wherein 

thou haſt renovated my Soul, and reſtored me to 
a ſound Conſiſtence of Spirit. My Doubts are va- 
niſh'd. I am no longer racked with torturing Scruples 
about my Conduct. Thy Alſolution has obliterated 
the Sentence my Fears had pronounced upon me. 

As to the Penance thou haft enjoined me, it is Ra- 
tional, and adapted to the Quality of my Crime. I 
have counterfeited a Chriſtian, that I might the bet- 
ter perform the Duty of a Mauſſulman. I have ſeem- 
ed deyoutly attentive to the Roman Miſal, that I 
might be inſtrumental to propagate the Alcoran. 
And, for this Religious Fault, thou requireſt, that I 
ſhould inform thee, how the Chriſtians behave them- 
ſelves in their Temples, where I have been ſo often a 
Spectator of their Ceremonzes. I ſubmit with an ab- 
ſolute Reſignation, and a willing Compliance to thy 
Venerable Injunction: And, wall briefly relate what 
I have obſerved. 

Theſe. Infidels ſeem to be ambitious of imitating 
the Undefiled Religion, and yet they prove but bad 
Mimicis; for, as we are taught to waſh our Bodies 
before we enter the Sacred Moſques ; ſo they, at the 
Entrance of their Churches, dip their Fingers in 
certain Veſſels filled with Water and Salt, and ſprin- 
kle their Foreheads therewith ; as though their Pu- 
rity lay in a Swound, and were thus to be recovered 
to Life again; or, That the Uncleanneſs of their 
whole Bodies, was contracted into the Face. They 
eſteem the Water Holy, and yet they trifle with 
it as an N Thing. One would think, they 
ſhould be defirous to W themſelves all over, and 

| 4 let 
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let every Pore in their Skin imbibe the Sanctiſſed Li- 

2 But, they ſeem rather to uſe it as a Charm; 
for, after they have ſprinkled a few Drops on their 
Faces, and muttered to themſelves twoor threeWords, 
they think they have chaſed all Impurity from them 
in a Fright, and boldly preſent themfelves before the 
Altars. Herem alſo they deviate from the Practice 
of former Chriſtians, who, (if their own Church Hi- 
fories be true) were accuſtomed to waſh their Arms 
and Feet in certain Ciſterns, before they entered the 
Temples; whereof the Fountains and Lawatories re- 
maining yet on the Scuth Side of the Holy and Mag- 
nificent Moſque of Sancta at Sophia Conſtantinople, are 
a ſtanding Teſtimony. For the Greek Inſeriptions 
ſhew, that ſome of them, at leaſt were contrived by 
the Builders of this glorious Temple, in the Time of 
Fuftinian the Empercr, for the Purification of fuch 
as come thither to worſhip. By which, li- manifeſt, 
- T hat theſe Modern Infidels degenerate from thoſe more 
Ancient Ones. 

Another Thing offends me alſo, which is this: 
They believe the Divinity is preſent in their 7 ar go 
after a peculiar and extraordinary Manner, and yet 
they ſuffer Dogs to prophane them with their vileſt 
Excrements. They ſpare forno Coſt to adorn their 
Churches, and their Altars are enrich'd with invalua- 
ble Treaſures of Silver, Gold, and precious Stones; 
and yet, after all, they muſt become the Receptacles 
of the Dung of ſordid Animals. 
Theſe wicked Wretches alſo walk up and down 
in theſe Sacred Places, talking of their common Af- 
fairs, as though they were on the Exchange, or in the 
Market-P lace: 

But, that which is to be had in greateſt Abomi- 
nation, is, That it is common for Men to make Love 
to the Women in Churches. They preſent them- 
ſelves before the Altars, but the Saint whom ny 
Invocate, is ſome Beautiful Female. She — 
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ſes all their Devotions; to her they make their Vows. 
The amorous Youth adores his Miſtreſs. that kneels 
by him, laden, perhaps, with more Sins than himſelf, 
His Eyes may be fixed on the 4/tar, or, on the Pi- 
Etures and Images, but his Tongue addreſſes to the 
more charming Idol near him Or, if his Eyes are 
attentive to his Prayer -Book, he teaches it to ſpeak 
— but the ſoft and effeminate Things of Love. 
Thus Aſſignations of Luft are made in the How/e of 
Prayer: And the Affairs of Cupid managed under the 
Maſk of Religion. They fight the Battles of Venus 
under the Banner of their God. þ 

I tell thee, Venerable Interpreter of the Divine Law, 
that the Sight of theſe Things, has ſometimes inflamed 
my Zeal to that Height, as had it not been for an 
earneſt Defire to-do ſome extraordinary Service to the 
Grand Signier (which obliged me te take Care of my 
ſelf) I ſhould certainly have transfixt theſe prophane 
Mockers of God on the Spot, and ſacrificed them to 
a Zeal, which thou who art Piecy itſelf, would'ſt 
not, I believe, reprehend. | 

I fold my Arms, moft Venerable Sovereign of Reli- 

ion, and wrapping myſelf in profound Humility, I 

Fall oftrate to the Earth; begging thy effectual 
Bleſſing and Interceſſion, that I may be admitted into 
the Number of the Happy in Paradiſe. | 

Paris, 26th of the gth Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 
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LET TI 


To the Vizir Azem, Prime Director of the 
Afuirs of the Ottoman Empire. 


HE Notices I have of the Preſent State of Eng- 
land, (in Compliance with thy Commands) are 
| D 5 not 
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not gained without ſome Difficuity. It is not eafy 
for a Man that ſits in his Chamber at Paris, to 
into the Cabinets of Foreign Courts: Yet I will com- 
municate to thee ſome Intelligences, which thou 
could'ſt not learn from the Exgliſb Ambaſſador at the 
Part; for from all the Travellers of that Nation, re- 
ſidingat Conſtantinople, Smyrna, and Aleppo. 

There is a Jew whom they call De Lopez, a Conſi- 
dant and Emiſſary of Cardinal Richlicu, whom he em- 
ploys both at Hume and Abroad in ſeveral private 

egotiations and Intrigues. I have inſinuated into 
this Man's Familiarity, and (if I may ſo expreſs it) 
I have riveted myſelf into his Heart. He treats me 
with an Aſſurance void of Jealouſy ; and there is no 
Folding or Angle in his Breaſt, which I do not can! 
penetrate. I make uſe of him as an Optict, throug 
which I peep into the Cardinal's Secrets, and, as a 
Mirrour, in which I beheld the true Face of many 
diſguis'd Affairs, tranſacted in the remoteſt Corners 
of Europe; there being hardly any Thing of Moment 
done in the Courts of Chriflian Princes, wherein the 
Cardinal has not a Finger. He ſeems to be the Ge- - 
nius, or Soul of Chriſtendom, communicating Motion, 
Adivity and Heat, to all the grand Intrigues now on 
Foot in theſe Veſtern Parts of the World. - 

The Commotions of England, ſeem to be a compli- 
cated Diſtemper of the State, ariſing from ſeveral 
Cauſes, drawn to a Head by the dextrous Artifice 
of this Buſy Spirit. The preſent King of the and, 
came to the Crown with no ſmall Liſadvantages; 
his Father having exhauſted the Treaſury, and left 
him deeply in Debt. He had no ſmall Number of 
the Blood Royal to maintain; which kind of Charges, 
thou knoweſt, our Glorious Sultans, tho' they be 
Maſters of Infinite Riches, endeavour to avoid, by 
Marrying their Daughters and Nieces, whilſt yet 
Infants, to ſome of the moſt Potent and Wealthy 
Bass, that ſo their Port might be kept up, without 
| burdening 
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burdening the Roya/ Coffers. But the I»fde/ Princes 
are want in this frugal Providence. In the Reign 
of King James (this King's Father) England lay at 
Eaſe, flumbering in the Downy Bed of Peace; fhe 
wallowed in Pleaſures, and had no other Unhappi- 
neſs, but in being too Happy. Her AMuence and 
Idleneſs, affected the State with a Plethory, The 
Publick Health cannot be long conſerved, without 
the moderate Exerciſe of War. Charles, after the 
Death of the Old King, being eſtabliſhed in the 
Throne, Committed the Aﬀairs of State, to the Ma- 
nagement of his Miniflers ; never examining the 
Treaſury, nor calling to an Account his Oficers, but 
indulged himſelf in the Pleaſures moſt agreeable to 
bis youthful Genius. He hunted in the Foreſts, whilſt 
the Grandees, whom he entruſted with his Revenues, 
and the publick Conduct, had another Game to pur- 
ſue, poſtponing their Maſter's Intereſt, and that of 
the Nation, to their own private Avarice. The Fa- 
dourite Miniſter held a ſecret Correſpondence with 
Cardinal Richlieu, and, by this Means, the Court was 
filled with French Penſioners ; countenanced alſo by 
the Authority of the Queen, who was the Daughter 

of France. | 
It had been before agreed in the Articles of the 
Marriage, that the Queen of England ſhould have a 
prefixed Number of French Servants. But they, not 
content with their Domeſtick Employments, and 
Attendance on her Perſon, ſought the Management 
of that Eſtate, which King Charles had ſettled on 
her as a Dewrry. This would by no means agree 
with the Conſlitutions of the Erg/z/o. That Maud is 
a Litile World by itſelf ; and the Inhabitants boaſt 
of an Original Freedom of Birth, which is not ſa 
much as dreamt of in all the Dominions of our In- 
wincible Sultans, Tho' the Engli/h have ſeveral times 
been invaded ard ſubdued by the Saxons, Danes, 
and French ; yet & has been rather by Compoſition, 
D 6 than 
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than Extremity of War: Or, if it may be called a 
Congurft, the Victers have been forced to yield to the 
FVanqui/hed, in atiuring them their ancient Laws, Pri- 
vileges and Cuftoms : There 1s no. Nation in the 
World more jealous of this their pretended Birth- 

tght. And therefore to avoid all Occaſions of giving 
Offence to the Nobis and Gentry, the King perceiving 
the inſolent Demands and Carriage of the French Cour- 
tiers, commanded them all, fave a few Creatures of 
the Favourite Duke, to depart the Kingdom. This 
much diſguſted the Queen; and Cardinal Rich. ieu was 
jad ofthe Opportunity to incenſe the King of France. 

ewis Was nettled at the Affront offered to his Siſter : 
Yet, by the Dexterity of the Mareſchal Bafjompierre, 
his Amboſſader at the Eng/ihh Court, Things were in 
a Way of Accommedation ; when all was quaſh'd b 
the Seizure which the French made of ſeveral Engl:/ 
Ships; and ſo a War commenced, far more fatal in 
its Conſequences to Erg/ard than to France. 

The King of England, rouzed from his Pleaſures 
and Divertiſements, by the Preparations of his Po- 
tent Neighbour, began to look about him, and con- 
fult the Pablick Safety. But, when he examined his 
- * he found it empty, or at leaſt at a very low 

Behold here, Supreme Baſſa, a Stroke of Deſtiny, 
a Concurrence of Cauſes, ſeeming remote and ſmall 
in the firſt Appearance; but, in their Proceſs, uni- 
ting and involving that Kingdom in Ruin. , 

Charles could nat carry on a War with France, 
without aſking Aid of the Sowercign Divan (which. 
they call the Parliament) of that Nation. It is a 
Senate compoled of above ſeven hundred of the No- 
bility and Gentry of the Land. Theſe have the Power 
to make Laws, raiſe Taxes, and redreſs the Grie- 
vances of the Xingd:im. It was an ill Seaſon to aſk 
the Aſſiſtance of his Syb7c#s, who had already con- 
ecived an Averſion for the Raya Dignity. However, 

TOM | a mighty 
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a mighty Fleet was order'd to be rigg'd and mann'd 
out. Cardinal Richli:u, from afar, beheld the ap- 
roaching Storm, and kyew not how to divert it 
an falling on France, but by corrupting the En- 
gliſe Favourite. De Lopez, from whom I receiv'd 
this Intelligence, was employ'd in the Affair; he was 
ſent to London, voy is the Me:ropolis of England, 
and the Place where the King uſually keeps his Cozre. 
It was an expenſive Negotiation, and coſt the Car- 
* dinal forty thouſand De/lars, which is equivalent 
to Three Millions and Two Hundred Thouſand of 
our Aen. With this vaſt Bribe, he proſelyted the 
Fawouurite Duke to the Intereſt of France. The Engli/h 
Nawy conſiſted of an hundred and fifty Sail, having 
alſo twelve thouſand Land-men on Board. It was 
agreed between them, That the Exgliſs Miniſter ſhould 
procure himſelf to be made Admiral of theſe Ma- 
rine Forces. His indulgent Maſter could deny no- 
thing to the Man whom he had entruſted with the 
Sway of the Government. Now the King of France 
might ſleep at quiet, ſince the Eng/i Ships fail'd 
with a French Wind. They landed upon the ſand of 
Ree, but their Actions were altogether Thearrical, | 
and mere ſhew of War, without any real Execution. | 
The Erg/fs General, manifeſtly omitting the proper 
Methods, and favourable Opportunities of winning 
that Hand: His Conduct ſpeaking, as if he came 
there rather to Compliment, than to Fight. 

Theſe Things made a harſh Sound in England, and 
the Nebles reſented ill the double-dealing of the Duke 
of Buckingham (fo was the Eng/iþ General call'd ) 
In fine, the bad Succeſs of their Forces, the Ex- 
pences they had been at, and the Diſgrace they ſuf- 
tered in this War, (four and forty of their Co/ours 
being carried to Parts, and hung up in the Chief 
Temple of this City, as Trophies of the French Vi- 
Qory) incenſed the Generality of the Eng/ih Nation 
againſt the King ard the Government; they began 
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to accuſe him in their Cabals, of Male-Adminiftrati- 
on : And the Favourite Duke was a while after ſtab- 
bed by a Ruffian, whom the Malecontents had hired 
to execute their Revenge. | | 
The Affections of the Engliſb appeared every Day 
more and more alienated from the King. And Car- 
dinal Richlicu had there his Agents, who were not 
wanting to foment the Publick Diſcontents, and by 
divers Artifices to draw the credulous People into 
Factions. The French Penfioners were inſtructed to 
deport themſelves in a Manner every Way offenſive 
to the Nation. Black and threatning Clouds ſeemed 
to hang over the Court of England, exhaled from the 
ill Blood of the Subjed?s. The Royal Dignity went 
Retrograde ; and all Things tended to obſcure the 
Luſtre of the Crown. Yet there paſſed ſome Years | 
before Things came to Extremities; and Matters tho' 
ripened, yet were not brought to an open Rupture, 
till Scotland lanced the Sore. 

This Nation is ſubject to the Crown of England, 
and makes one half of the and of Great- Britain. 
They are a Warlike People, patient of Labour, ac- 
cuſtomed to the Rigor of an extreme Cold Climate, 
great Travellers, Subtle, Proud and Inconſtant. | 

After that which ſome call Hereſy, others a R- 
formation, had begun to alienate many Kingdoms and 
Provinces from the Roman Church; the Scots, greedy 
of Novelties, and ſpurred on by the ambitious 
Pretexts of one of their Grandees (who under the 
Maſk of Religion ſought the Crown) introduc'd 
Innovations into their Church. They ſhook off at 
once all their Obedience to the Pope, and ſet up ſuch a 
Ferm of Religious Diſcipline, as was altogether Anti- 
monarchical; and their Preachers ceaſed not to inſtill 
into the Hearts of the People Democratick Princi- 
ples. Thus continued Affairs, till, King Charles, 
not inſenſtble of theſe Things, and willing to new- 
model that Church, they took up Arms againſt him, 

knowing 
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knowing that he would not be able to raiſe Forces 
to chaſtiſe them, without calling a Parliament. 
The Parliament of England was at that Time full 
of Scottiſb Proſelytes, Men of Seditious and Turbu- 
lent Principles: So that the King was like to find but 
little Favour among them. However, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſome Loyal Nobles and Gentlemen, he 
marches into Scot/and at the Head of an Army, Not 
a Blow was ſtruck on either Side ; but all Differences 
were compoſed, and hufh'd up by a Treaty. Yet, 
ſoon after, the Scots entered into England with an 
Army, being under-hand invited by Teir Partizans 
in England. The King is a ſecond Time forc'd to 
throw himſelf upon his Parliament for Money; but 
they, inſtead of granting him any, fell to examin- 
ing his paſt Conduct, complaining and deſiring a Re- 
dreſs of ſeveral Irregularities in his Adminiſtration. 
'There were thoſe who failed not to put into Execu- 
tion the Deſigns and Inſtructions of Cardinal Rich- 
lieu ; he had his Agents up and down the Kingdom, 
who inſinuated Jealoufies and Heart-burnings into 
the Gentry and People of the Land. The King was 
Fae where as a Tyrant, and all his 
Actions were miſconſtrued. | 
Signior Roſetti, the Pope's Nuncio at the Engli/h 
Court, beſides his Inſtructions from the Roman . 
held a ſtrict Intelligence with the Cardinal. His 
Buſineſs at this Court, was publickly to the Queen 
(who profeſſed an Obedience to the See of Rome ) 
but p/Awvately he was order'd to negotiate an Ac- 
commodation between the Roman and Englifh 
Churches. Cardinal Richlieu thought to ſtrike two 
Marks with one Blow, that is, to embroil the State 
of England, and procure himſelf the greater Eſteem 
with the Roman Court. He appears very Zealous for 
the Converſion of England; and in order to it, al- 
lows a conſiderable Penſion to Signior Roſetti : In- 
ſtructing him withal, to ſhew his utmoſt Dexterity, 
; In 
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in gaining the Courtiers and Grandes of that Nation 
to his Side. | 
He knew the Genius of the Engliſb, and, that 
there was nothing ſo offenſive to that Nation, as 
the Papal Power and Religion. Wherefore De 
Lopez was erder'd to pay Signior Roſetti vaſt Sums of 
Money, that ſo there might be nothing wanti 
to proſelyte the Courtiers ; Rowing that they wo 
act inſolently, and diſguſt the Proteſtants, and fo 
increaſe the publick Averſion for the Regal Au- 
thority. There was alſo another Agent at the 
Engliſh Court, who was Secretary to Cardinal Bar- 
Serin, a Man no leſs induſtrious than the other in 
_ advancing the Roman Intereſt. He held a ſtrict Cor. 
reſpondence with ſome of the Chi:f Mini ſters, eſpe- 
cially with the Principal Secretary o State, Whilſt 
theſe were doing their Maſter's Buſineſs at the Court, 
there were others no leſs active in the City, where 
they endeavoured to create a Party, and raiſe Facti ; 
ons, inſinuating themſelves into the Acquaintance 
of the moſt eminent Merchants and other Citizens; 

refenting to them the dangerous er 8 
of Signior Roſetti”'s. Refidence at the Court ; glancing 
at every Thing which look d like a falſe Step in the 
King's Conduct; alarming them with Fears and 
Apprehenſions of being fobjected to a Foreign Pow- 
er; and ufing all their Arts to nouriſh Popular Diſſa- 
tisfaction. © | | 

The Scots about this Time made another Incurſion 
into England. A Parliament was called, but no Good 
done. The King's Neceſſities made them grow high 
in their Demands and Carriage, and all 'Things — 
ed to a general Defection. 

A while after, the Ii revolted,. and maſſacred. 
above a Hundred Thouſand Exgliſß. The King is 
accuſed for being privy to it: Tumults are raiſed, 

who, in a threatning Manner, ſeemed to befiege the 
Royal Palaces, calling out for Juſtice ; not _ 
| unlike. 
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unlike the Sedition of our Janixaries, when they are 
di ſpleaſed with the Conduct of our glorious Sultans, 
or his Prime Miniſters of State. | 

In fine, the Miſunderſtandings betweer*the Kin 
and the Parliament grew to that Height, as induc' 
the King to withdraw from the Capital City, about 
the Beginning of this Year. And, in the followin 
Moon, he ſent the Queen with her Daughter into H 
land, that they might paſs away the Time. in the 
Court of the Prince of Orange, 'till this Storm was 
blown over. | 
In the Interim, the K:ng ſends Letters to the Par - 
liament, perſuading them to conſult the 'Publick 
Peace; but all was to no Purpoſe ; they ſeize upon 
all the Strong Holds and Cafilcs they could; ſo that 
when the King came to one of his Garrifon'd Towns, 
the Gates were ſhut up againſt him, and he was de- 
nied Entrance by the Governor, The Parliament 
lifts an Army, and the King ſet up his Royal Stand- 
ard in the laſt Moon. Since which, there has been 
nothing of Action between them, but the Armies 
are drawing near each other. 

I will * thee of all Particulars as they come 
to my mene But the Packet Boats from the 

Nam come not ſo frequently during the Diſturbance, 
as they have done formerly. 

I beſeech the Creator of all Things, To defend our 
Invincible Sultan from the ſeditious Practices of his 
Subjects; and make thee Inſtrumental, to eſtabliſh and 
aggrandize the Ortoman Empire. 


Paris, 29th / the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Zo Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Superinten- 
dent of the College of Sciences at Fez, 


HEN I write to thee, tis with a Reſpect 
equal to that which I pay to the Emiry, 
the Deſcendants of our Holy Prophet, ſince thou art 
ſprung from the noble Stem of the ancient Saracens 3 
x Blood of the celebrated Omar, Succeſſor to the 
Divine Lawgiver, ſtreaming in thy Veins, 

I I revere the Banner carried into Egypt by thy 
Renowned Progenitor, before which the Gracians fled 
aſtoniſhed, as at a Sign ſent from Heaven of their 
approaching Ruin. I his ſacred Piece of Antiqui- 
ty I have ſeen at Medina, where 'tis repoſited in the 
Chancel of the Bach leni an Caliphs. I have honoured 
it with a Pious Veneration ; but much greater is my 
Regard to thee, who art a living Relick of that Lu- 
firious Houſe. k 

Permit me, Venerable Sage, to converſe with thee 
a little, after the manner of a Pupil ; with thee, I 
ſay, who art a Fountain of Sapience ; for, beſides 
thy perfect Knowledge of the Divine Law, thou art 
accompliſhed with all human Literature. 

There is a Man in theſe Parts, of a large Soul 
and elevated Speculations, who ſtifly maintains, 
That the Earth moves, and the Sun ſtands ſtill. He 
is not the firſt that broach'd this Doctrine, it has had 
ſeveral learned Patrons, but he has highly im- 
prov'd the Thecry. His Reafons for it, have almoſt 
the Force of Mathematical Demonſtrations ; and no- 
thing ſeems to oppoſe him, but the Authority of 
Moſes, and the Hebrexv Scriptures. The Chriſtians 
will not approve of any Phileſaphy which interferes 
with 
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with that which they call the Bible; and yet their 
Practice gives a perpetual Lye to the Contents of 
that Book. Surely there is no Erwy in the Dezty ; 
and he that is Ommiſcient, will not puniſh Men for 
improving their Knowledge. The Study of Nature, 
is full of innocent Delights, and he that gave to 
Man an Appetite of Science, has not forbid him to 
gratify it with its proper Objects. Nor can I ſee 
ow this New PhilrJophy contradicts any more than 
the bare Letter of their Bible, (for I have read it 
in ſeveral Langrages;) And the Jews, who are 
the Guardians of the Original Hebrew, allow a Cab- 
baliſiical Interpretation far different from the Li- 
teral : So does the Arabian Prince and Philoſopher 
Awvicen, interpret thoſe Verſicles in our Holy Alcoran, 
(which creat of Paradiſe) in a Senſe far more re- 
fined than the Letter ſeems to import. In reading 
ſuch Myſterious Books, it is neceſſary to practiſe a 
learned Chymify. to ſublimate the groſs external 
Senſe of the Words, and to extract the Spirit and 
Soul of the Diſcourſe. 
That the Sun is the Centre of this our P 
World, and that the Earth, with the reſt of the 
Planets move round about it, is a The which keeps 
exact Touch with human Reaſon, and ſeems natu- 
rally to ſquare with our intellectual Faculties. It 
ſets all the Wheels of this great and wonderful 
Machire, in a regular and proportionate Circula- 
tion. It gives the trueſt Account of the Retrograde 
Motions of the Planets. Ptol-my's Syſtem of the 
World, ſeems to romance upon the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, in aſſigning them Hourly ſuch prodi- 
gious Journey d through the Heavens, as are inconſi - 
ſtent with the Laws of Motion. And 7 ycho Brahe 
was but a Botcher, in patching up the Orbs with 
his Eccentricks, Eficycles, &C. The former k 
the fixed Stars in an endleſs and unconceivable Hur- 
ry; and the latter involves the Planets in a Heaven» 
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ly Perplexity. Both come far ſhort of Copernicus, 
that — Aſtronomer, who, by placin tha 
In the Centre of the World, has folv'd all the Ap- 
pearances of Nature, with the moſt exact Analogy to 
Truth. Nor is the Argument taken from our Senſe 
of any Force, fince it invalidates the Motion of the 
Sun, as well as that of the Earth : Nay, it is more 
incongruous, that the Sun ſhould move ſo many 
Hundred Thouſand Miles every Hour, and we not 
rceive him to ſtir a Hair's Breadth at a Time. But 
I will not intrench farther on thy Patience, nor 
run the Riſque of a Vertigo, by purſuing the ſwift 
Orbicular Motions of Nature. It matters not much 
whether the Sun ftands ſtill, or the Earth, pro- 
vided we run the Race that is appointed us, ſo as 
to gain the Prize. Yet I will aſk thy Judgment 
on another Point, which Men of high Reaches have 
There are ſome learned Men, who ſay, The Moon 
and the reſt of the Planets are habitable as our Globe 
is. For my Part, to 3 freely, I could wiſh it 
were true, it is a ſociable Doctrine. It has made 
me melancholy ſometimes, when I have caſt my 
Eyes upwards, to think all thoſe ample Tracts in 
the Firmament ſhould be void of Inhabitants, and 
yet ſcarce a Turf of our Dunghil Earth to be found 
without its Domeſticks. It is demonſtrable to the 
Eye, That the Moon is an Opake Body like this 
Globe whereon. we tread, having no other Light 
but what it borrows from the Sun. Where is the 
Hereſy then in ſuppoſing that it is created for a 
like Uſe? I hope the Sacred Empire of the Mu/- 
Jalmans will not ſtain it ſelf with ſuch a Barba- 
rous Murder, as was committed on Vigilius, a certain 
Chriſtian Biſhop, who was Burnt by the Decree of 
the Reman Church, for aſſerting the Antipodes; a 
Truth which all Nations are now ſenſible of, fince 
the Imprevement of Navigation and Traffick, And 
| yet 
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yet Galilæus had like to have undergone the ſame 


Sentence at Rome, within theſe ten Years, for main- 
taining the Earth's Motion, and that the Sun is the 
fixed Centre of the World: Nothing but his Recanta- 
tion being ſufficient to have ſav'd him. Such Severi- 
ties choak the Growth of Learning, and ſtop the Pro- 
reſs which would otherwiſe be made in Arts and 
— Happy are the Students that live under 
thy auſpicious Patronage, in that fruitful Seminary of 
Phil:fopbers, where the Myſteries of God and Nature 
are taught, free from the pond Licentiouſneſs of 
the ancient Pagani, or the ſuperſtitious Rigours of 
modern Infidelis. ; 
I pray the Sovereign Intelligence not to withdraw 
from thee his dwine Influence, nor reſtrain the 
Flood of Light that has been let looſe on thy Soul; 
but that thou may ſt overflow like Nu, and enlight- 
en not only Africk, but the whole World with ſome 
new Diſcovery. | | 
Paris, 29th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


To Cara Haly, the Phyſician, at Con- 
ſtantinople. 
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HE W:ftern Philoſophers, eſpecially thoſe who 
follow the Sentiments of Mcnfieur dis Cartes, 
maintain, That the Seuls of all living Cratures ſex- 
cept Men) are Material and Mertal; that a Beaſt is 
but a Machine, like a Watch or Clock, not actuated 
or inform'd by any Spirit diſtin from the Body, but 
moved to the Performance of all natural Actions by a 
mere Corporeal Mechaniſm, ſet on Work by various 
Impulſes from Eternal Objects. a f 
Wor | In 
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In this they oppoſe Ariſtotle, and all the Sages of 
the Za. And thou knoweſt that our Arabian Doct- 
ors are of a contrary Opinion, who aſcribe Reaſon, 
Diſcourſe, and Immortality, to the Souls of Beaſts, 
as well as to thoſe of Men; having aſſigned particular 
Apartments for E/borach, the Beaſt which carried our 
Holy Prophet from Mecha to Jeruſalem; for the Ram 
which Abraham ſacrificed inſtead of his Son Jaæc; 
for the Cow of Maſes, the Piſmire of Solomon, the 
Whale which ſaved Jonas, the Rawen which fed Eli- 

Jah, the Aſ which rebuked Balaam, and in general, 
for all the Camels which have the Honour to carry 
the Sacred Alceran to Mecha. 

I will ſuſpend my Belief of their being entertain'd 
in Paradiſe, till 1 ſhall have the Happineſs to ſee 
them there ; but I cannot however acquieſce to the 


Opinions of theſe Medern Philoſophers, who aflert 


their Souls to be mere Matter. The Bodies both of 

Men and Beaſts, I own, perform all Motions by Me- 

chanick Rules; but that Mechaniſm is guided by a 

* Principle than the fortuitous Impulſe of exter- 
Agents, in Beaſts as well as Men. 

All Animals ſeem to me to be endued with a Fa- 
culty, which if it may not be called Reaſon, is ſome- 
thing analagous to it, for which we want a proper 
Name. And of this Mind were | Empedecles, Pytha- 
geras, Plotinus, and Porphyry, with many other an- 
cient Sages : Tho”, this Faculty is more eminently 
conſpicuous in ſome Kinds of Beaſts than others. 
I cannot but admire the Regular Architecture ef 
Bees, their Induſtry and Politick Economy, vying 
with the moſt excellent Form and Adminiftration of 
Government among Men. "Tis with no leſs Pleaſure 
I behold.the Spider, when with exquiſite Art ſhe 
builds her little filken Palace, and lays her fine- 
wrought Trains to catch the unwary Fly. "Tis equal- 
ly pleafant and diverting to obſerve the Conduct of 


the Piſmires, their prudent Forecaſt ; how they 


trudge 
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trudge up and down all the Summer, to lay 2 5 ſuf- 
ficient Stock of Provender for the barren Winter. 
'There is no kind of Bird, four-footed Beaſt, or Fiſh, 
which does not confute this Cartefran's Hypot heſit. 

It is credibly reported by Porphyry, That in the Eaft- 
Indies there is a Beaſt which they call a Hyæna, which 
approaching near the Villages, will imitate a Man's 
Voice, and call the Inhabitants by their Names; if 
they come out of their Houſes, twill ſeize on the 
firſt that comes to hand, and devour him. The Dog, 
the Ape, the Elephant, with many other four footed 
Beaſts, afford us manifeſt Specimens of Reaſon, or 
ſomething very like it. | 

Who not heard of the Love which Do/phins 
bear to Men? Pliny relates a pretty Story of a Dol- 
jou that frequented the Lake Lucrinus in Italy, and 

eing often fed from the Shore by a certain School- 
Boy, grew at length ſo familiar, as to come at a Call. 
We alſo read of another, who took the Muſician 
Arion on his Back (when caſt into the Sea by cruel 
Sailors) and carried him ſafe to Shore. 

Can all theſe Actions proceed from mere Matter? 

In my Opinion, 'tis as eaſy to defend, That Human 
Nature it ſelf is but Matter ſo and ſo modified; and 
that all the Buſtle Men keep in the World, 1s but the 
Effe& of a better Compoſition of Body, the Reſult 
of a more perfect and refined Machine. | 

T eaſily agree, That we far excel the other living 
Creatures in all the Operations of our Souls, and Ex- 
erciſes of our Reaſon : Yet we have our Defects as 
well as they; and this I eſteem as one of the greateſt, 
to deny Them any Share in Reaſon, who ſo far excel 
Us in Senſe. d | | 

It is a culpable Pride and Envy in Men, thug 
blaſt the Reputation of their animal Kindred, from 
which Vices I know thou art free. | \ 

Gd that Has made Uſe of the Tongue of a filly 
His to reprove the Folly of a Wiſe Man in his 

| own 
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own Conceit, illuminate our Underſtanding in the 
Myſteries of his Law. , 
Paris, 24th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


n 


rr. 


To Haſlcin Baſſa. 


HV Commands I receive as Marks of thy 

Eſteem and good Will, which I deſire may be 
perpetual. Thou haſt an eminent Share in the Favour 
of our Augu/t Emperor; and I ſhall ſtudy to merit thy 
Protection, by all the dutiful Offices that can be ex- 
pected from a Slave in my Station. | | 
There is nothing ſo much conduces to eſtabliſh a 
rmanent Friendſhip, as a right Underſtanding. 
he Souls of Friends are firſt warp'd by- Miſappre- 
henſions I would not have thee think of me, as 
I do of my ſelf; that would prompt thee to Con- 
tempt ; nor, as the French do,-who take me for 77- 
tus of Moldavia ; but look upon me (whatever my 
Failings are) as a Man that values and practiſes the 
Incorrupt Fidelity of the firſt Ages. I abhor Trea- 
chery, and, for that Reaſon, am often forced to 
make an officious Lye : Yet I do not proſtitute my 
Conſcience, having the Mz/?:'s Diſpenſation. When- 
ever it ſhall be told thee, that Mahmut degenerates, 
ſuſpe& the Slanderer ; perhaps he would ſupplant 
me. I am not fond of my Commiſion, but I dread 
to lofe the Sz/tar's Favour : Whoſoever deprives me 
of that robs me of my Honcur, which is dearer to 

me than my Life. | 
By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive, that I am 
not ignorant of the ill Offices which [kingi Cap'- 
Oglani has done me, The Man aſpires, and is envi- 
| ous 
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ous: Were I in his Poſt, I would not exchange the 
Honour and Felicity of educating the Royal Pages of 
the Scraglio, for an Employment attended with infi- 
nite Hazards, and no les Trouble, as is that of Mah- 
nut. If he be expert in the French Tongue, there 
are thoſe that excel him; and Language is but the 
Shell of more ſubſtantial Accompliſhments. Every 
Linguiſt is not fit to be employed in the Secrets of 
State; neither are all Pædagogues Politicians, 

Jam ftartled at the Ambition of a Man, - who, be- 
cauſe he had ſtudied at Athens, thinks himſelf wor- 
thy of the Confidences of the myſte: ious Port, which 
arbitrates the Fate of all the Kingdoms inthe World. 
If this be not his Aim, why does ke daily traduce me? 
Why does he paint me to the Miniſters of the Divan, 
in black and odious Colours, perſuading them it 18 
my natural Complexion ? He is not content with the 
Ca'umries he himſelf throws on me, but has cor- 
rupted Solyman my Couſin, and has hired him to miſ- 
repreſent me to the Kaimacham : And, that he might 
be fure to ſtrike home he has drawn to his Party 
Shoſhim ham, the Black Funuch. 

I ſent Solyman a Letter laſt Year full of Reproofs, 
not knowing who had ſet him at Work: I hope it hed 
ſome good Effect hon him, tho? late. Tis from him 
] recerv'd this Intelligence. He ſeems to repent of 
his Malice, telling me, that this Ing C:p'-Oglant, 
had fo artificia!ly poſſeſs'd him wit a Behef of my 
Per fidiouſneſs, that he thought he did good Service to 
Gd and the Grand Signior to rail at me; but that the 
Kiuimocham had afterwards convince] him of my In- 
nocence. This was the Subſtance ef his Letter, and 
he coneludes it with begging my Pardon. | 

tell thee, illuſtrioas Baſa, that tho' the Wounds 
whieh are given by the Tongue of a Slanderer, be 
deeper than thoſe which are given by the Sword; 
and I could ſooner pardon him who ſought man- 
ſully to take away iny Life, than he which baſely 

n E | murders 
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murders my good Name; yet, I attribute my Kinſ- 
man's Fault to youthful Error, and a loyal Miſtake ; 
and I love him the better, for hating any one that 
he could imagine would prove Unfaithful, and a 
Traytor to God and the Grand Signior. 

May the benign Heavens bleſs thee with their good 
Influences, and proſper thee in all Things. 


Paris, 6th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Tear 1642. 


— TS 
— 


LETTER XXIX. 
To Solyman his Cou/in, at Conſtantinople. 


Hy Apology is rational and modeſt, and I am 
4 glad to be thus happily deceiv d. Thou ſeeſt 
the Kaimacham, with the other Miniſters of the 
Port, have too good an Opinion of me to liſten tg 
the Inſinuations of deſigning Men; and ingi-Cap'- 
Oglani- was out of his Byaſs, when he defam'd the 
Loyal Mahmut ; and the Black Eunuch had better 
been watching the Ladies, than me my Re- 
utation with his envenom'd Tongue. I with thee 
ereafter to avoid all Cempany that profeſs a Kind- 
- neſs to thee, which thou may ſt bat ſo much as ſuſpect 
to be forc'd. | 
Thou aſkeſt my. Counſel how to conduct thy ſelf 
toward thy firſt Wife, of whom thou ſpeakeſt both 
well and ill. Thou believeſt her faithful and chaſte ; 
thou knoweſt her to be induſtrious and careful of her 
Family; d natur'd, flexible and obliging; but 
thou — 1 her of a violent and haughty Spirit, 
fiercely onate, and of a provoking Tongue. 
She daily and hourly reflects upon thy quarts, ; 
will play the School-miſtreſs with thee, pretendin 


to correct, reprove, inſtruct, and guide the * 
any 
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thy Actions. In fine, thou complaineſt that thou 
canſt not enjoy Tranquility with her. 

I tell thee, Kinſman, thou ſhould'ſ have applied 
thy ſelf to the Imaum and Deræuſer in this Caſe ; 
or, at leaſt, to ſuch as have had Experience of a 
Married Life. Their Sentence would be more au- 
thentick, than what thou canſt expect from me. But 
fince thou hat made Choice of my Counſel, I will 
give thee the beſt I can. 

Thou wilt, in my Opinion, find it difficult to b: 
happy, with or withofit this Woman. She is given 
thee by Fate, to poiſe the Balance of thy Life ; 
that neither too mueh Eafe nor Pain, Exceſs of Jo 
or Grief, ſ:o21d turn the doubtful Scales of Senſe; 
and make thee either ſwim in Floods of Pleafure 
uncontrouled, or fink in the Mire of baneful Grief 
and Melancholy. | 

The chaſte Fidelity, which thou believeſt her en- 
dued with, cannot be valued at too high a Rate, It 
is a Virtue which readers Woman adorable. Like- 
wiſe, her Diligence and Care, her Reſpect and De- 
voir, her eaſie Temper and good Nature, are Quali- 
ties which cannot but charm thee. Should'ſt thou 
deal unkindiy by her, thy generous Soul would re- 
gret it the next Moment. Nay, ſhould'f thou take 
the common Courſe, and diſmiſs her with a B of 
Divorce, according to the Law, thou would'it re- 
pent thz Deed wi hin twice four and tu enty Hours. 

And yet, I muſt confeſs, tis hard to be confined 
to a fierce Woman's Tongue, to bear * emma ory 
and Contumelies, Contempts and Defances, Lectures, 
and other Female Diſcipline. Who, that's a Man, 
can brook ſuch Slavery? Who, that has but a Spark 
of Fire within tkis Hulk of Clay, can ſtoop to ſuch 
ignõble and unmanly Softneſs ? I cannot counſel thee 
to ſuch an abject Tamenef-of Spirit. Man is Lord 
of all his Fellow Creatures ; the fierceſt Beafts ſub- 
mit to his Imperial Sway: Woman alone, abia- 

E 2 tious 
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55. Woman, diſputes the Government with him. 
t, tis his Right, and ke diſowns both God and Na- 
ture, who reſigns it to that aſpiring Sex. Yet, uſe 
thy Power moderately ; keep the Golden Mean. Be 
not ſerly and rough as a Bear, nor yet effeminate and 
without Gall, as a Dove. But, if thou findeſt it im- 
poſiible to keep her within the Bounds of due Sub- 
jervion, put her away, and ſo preſerve thy Peace, 

he Company of thy other Wives will ſoon efface 
her lov'd Idea, and ſweeten thy Loſs with a thouſand 
new Pleaſures. But, if they ſhould follow her Steps, 
inkeriting her Spirit, and tormenting thee with kil- 
ling Words, divorce them all. I would counſel thee 
to take ſaceeflively five hundred Wives, rather than 
make thy Life miſerable, by too much Love and In- 
dulgence to one that knows not how to ufe thy Fa- 
.vours. | 
But, before thou beginneſt to put in Execution this 
Advice, try all the fair and gentle Methods thy Wit 
can ſuggeſt, to win her to a Senſe of her Fault, and 
a Change of her Lemper. For, be affur'd, that it - 
will be of leſs Pain to thee, to have an Eye pluck'd, 
out of thy Head, than to tear from thy Heart the 
firſt Object of thy Love. $M 

In this, all Things elſe, have an eſpecial Regard 
to thy Conſcience, and to the Os/-rwing Angel, who 
writes down all thy Actions in a Book. Do nothing 
which may deſerve the Chaſtiſement of the Two Black 
Angels, whe ſhall viſit thee in thy Grave. He who 
dels-unjuſtly and cruelly by Women on Earth, ſhall 
be deprived of the Felicities which our Holy Prophet 
has promiſed us, in the Company of that Beautiful 
Sex in Paradiſc. | 

Keep the Law, and thou wilt kave thy fill of Love, 
both here, and in tae bliſsful Bowers of Eden. 


Pai's, it of the 11th Moon, 


of th: Tear 1642. | 
7” LETTER 


| 15 4 
Vol. II. a Svy at PARTS. 77 


LETTER NN 
To the Kaimacham. 


HE Surrender of Perpignan to the French, 

ſtartles the World: A Place inexpugnable by 
Arms, and not to be reduced but by Famine. Some 
that pretend to penetrate into foreign Secrets, lay the 
Blame on the Duke 4Olivarez, They ſay, that when 
the King of Spain firſt heard that Leacis laid Siege to 
this important Plage, he would have gone in Perſon 
to its Relief, but that the Duke hindred his Deſign, 
fearing leſt his own Miſcarriages ſhould take Wind, 
when the King was got on the Frontiers: This, they 
fay, put a Stop to the Levies that were making in 
Arragon and C-flil:, and damp'd the Courage of 
thoſe who were actually in Arms. 

Whether this was the Effect or no, tis certain, the 
Duke 4 Olivarex had ſufficient Reaſon to be con(ci- 
ous, knowing, That the Grandces of Spain watch'd 
for an Opportunity to diſlodge him from the King's 
Breaſt. But, it is ſtrange, that he ſhould at ſuch a 
Time, negle& any Thing that might confirm him in 
his Maſter's Favour, as the ſaving of Perpignan 
muſt needs have done ; all the Succeſſes and Miſ- 
carriages of the State, in Peace or War, being attri- 
buted to the Favourite Miniſter. | 

Where-ever the Fault lies, I have heard no Man 
yet condemn the Governor of the Town. Tis ſaid, he 
has given all the Marks of a valiant Soldier, a pru- 
dent Commander, and a faithful Subject. Theſe Vir- 
tves are to be honoured, even in an Enemy. 

They report, That the Spaniſb King put a kind of 
ſuperſtitious Confidence in the Marguis 4 Avila, 

becauſe one of the ſame Family and Title, had for- 
merly defended the Place to Extremity, until the 
Siege was raiſed. Aſſuredly, Virtue is not inherent 
3 in 
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in Names, nor Victory entailed to all of the ſame 
Blood. Both the one and the other are owing, in 
a great Meaſure to Providence and Chance. The 
Romans did not gain more in the Carthaginian War, 
under the Conduct of Scipio the MHican, than they 
loſt afterwards, when another of that Name was 
Generel of their Army. 

"Tis faid, the Duke 4Olivarex is ſeized with a a 
Phrenzy vpon the Loſs of this Town, or at leaſt 
counterfeits one. I do not affert this as a Truth, 
Illuftrious Kaimacham, but to ſhew thee how Peo- 
ple are addicted to cenſure, not only the Miſcar- 
riages of great Men; but the very Regrets which 
attend their Misfortunes ; as if it were a Crime in 
them, to mourn for the Calamitics which they could 
not prevent. | ? 

In the mean Time, Cardinal Rich/ieu has weather'd 
a Tempeſt raiſed againſt him, by the Duke of Or- 
lecns, and his Party: As if the Fate of theſe two 
Miniſters ran counter, and One muſt riſe by the 
Other's Fall. : 

Olivariz had lain a Train for Cardinal Richlieu's 
Deſtruction, but fell into it himſelf. He had cor- 
rupted one of the Cardinal's Creatures, who aſſocia- 
ted himſelf with the Duke of Bcui/lon, and the Duke 
of Orleans. Beſides private Grudges, they all ſuſ- 
pected the Cardinal, as deſigning upon the King's 
Death to take the Regency into his own Hands. 
They acquaint O/ivarez with their Grievances, and 
enter into a private League with him. He, in Hopes 
to rend the Kin dom ct France into fatal Diviſions, 
as well as to ruin the Cardinal, agrees to furniſh the 
Conſpirators with twelve thouſand Foot, and three 
thouſand Horſe. Sedan was to be the Rendezvouz of 
this Army. ; ; 

But Cardinal Richlieu, whom no Secret could 
eſcape, ſoon diſcovered the Plot, and acquaints the 
King with it; who forthwita cauſed the Conſpi- 
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rators to be ſeized, impriſoned, and two of their 
Heads to be cut off; the reſt were pardon d on Con- 
ditions of Surrender, and perpetual Baniſnment from 
the King's Preſence. | 

This happen'd muck aboutthe Time that Perpignan 
ſurrendred, which was on the ninth of the Moon Rebiul. 

A little before, the Conſpirators had ſo obſcur d 
the Cardinals Credit at the Court, that the King 
denied him a Viſit, when requeſted, in his Sick- 
neſs ; upon which the C-rdinal withdrew himſelf. 
But the King was quickly glad to follow bim; 
having no other Refuge in the midſt of his Preſſures, 
but him who was Maſter of all the Hearts, both of 
his Subjects and Allies. At that Time, the Count de 
Guiſi be was defeated in Flanders, and the Parifians 
were apprehenſive, that Don Franciſco de Melo would 
bring his Forces into the Bowels of France. None 
was able to extricate the King out of ſo many Trou- 
bles, but the Chief Miniſter, Thus by a fortunate 
Concurrence of Events, the Cardinal is reſtored to 
his Maſter's Favour, fees his Foreign Enemies ham- 
bled, Perpignan taken, and his Domeſtick Foes cut 
off and baffled. 

I pray God, whoſe Eye is over the Mauſſulman Em- 
pire, to preſerve thee from all the Machinations of 
thine Enemies, and make thee to ſhine bright in the 
Favour of the Grand Signior. 

Paris, 12th of the 11th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XERXL 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew, at Vienna. 


T HY Letter with Carcea's Journal, is come ſafe 
to my Hands, and the Ring which he be- 
| E 4 queathed 
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queath'd me. That Legacy demonſtrates his Affecti- 
on, and that I have not ill deſerved of him; For the 
Actions of dying Men are void of Diſguiſe. 

His Memo:rs will be of great Service to me, con- 
taining a more ancient Hiſtory of the Grrman Court, 
from the Year 1600, to the Time of his Death, that 

T have yet ſeen extant. I am not unacquainted with 
Relations of this Kind. The Fu: opcans make their 
Hiftories ſpeak what their Affection or Fear ſuggeſts, 
rather than the 'I ruth. The Liberty of Printing has 
debauched the Integrity of moſt Writers, they ſſudy 
rather to pleaſe than inform the Age. For this Rea- 
ſon, I reject the greateſi Part of modern Hiſtory ; 
coveting only the Manuſcripts of ſuch as Car oa. He 
ſpeaks impartially, having no other Byaſs, than the 
Service which he owed to the Grand Signior. | 
I ſpeak this for thy Encouragement and Direction, 
who fucceeded that honeſt old Man in his Poſt. When 
thou committeſt any of thy Obſervations to Paper, 
Jet them be of Things Remarkable, and True. 

The Banker, to whom thou didſt addreſs the Bill 
for my Pay ment, made a Demur at firſt, but Eliachim 
clear d up his Doubts. I deſire thee to order Matters 
ſo hereafter, that J may not be taken for a Cheat: 
That may prove of ill Conſequence to us all. I would 
not have any ſiniſter Accident ſtarted, which might 
make the I ench ſuſpect me. One Misfortune ſeldom 

oes without Attendance. Theleaft Blemiſh upon a 
an's Credit, ſtraight infects the Air. He whoſe 
Reputation is blaſted, is ſuſpected and ſhunn'd like a 
walitng Peſtileace. - 
Thou wilt do well to prevent theſe Miſchiefs, by 
thy Care and Foreſight. * Take in good Part this Ad- 
vice from Mahmut, who ſtudies bis Maſter's Intereſt, 


. 


not his own. Adieu. 


Paris, 15th ef the lith Moon, 


of the Year 1042. 
4; F F LETTESM 
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LTT E ER XXII. 


Do the Ventrable Mufti, Prince of the 
True and Undefiled Faith. 


Tm that art a Light to the Blind; the Pole- 


Star to them that are bewilder'd in an Ocean 
of Uncertainties ; the Sanctuary of the Mind, hatter'd 
with'a Tempeſt of vain Opinions ; tell me why it 1s 
Dlaſphemy to ſay, That God has already taken Fleſh, 
(as the Chriſtians believe) ſince our Holy Prophet him- 
ſelf avouches, That God ſhall aſſume a Body at the Re- 
ſurrection. I approach thy Sacred Palace, with burn- 
ing Coals on my Head, with fervent and inflamed 
Zeal in my Heart ; caſt a gracious Eye on thy Sup- 
pliant. Reſolve my Doubts ; diſſipate the Miſt which 
_ my anxious Soul, and reſtore me to a right 

ind. | | 
If a Boay be compatible with the Divine Eſſence, it 
ſeems not to me a Blaſphemy in the Chri/tians, to 
aſſert the Incarnatin of the Werd, whom our Holy 
Prophet calls alſo, The Breath of God. If this Breath 
or Word of God, be not of the E/.nce of the Divinity, | 
why is that Part of the Chri//ian Goſpel had in ſuch 4 
Reverence by the Fai:h/ul Mujjulmen, where it is ſaid, 
In the Beginning was the WORD, and the WORD 
was with God, and God was the WORD? If the 
VON be of the E//in:e of God, then it will neceſ- 
ſarily follow, that God has taken a Human Body, ſince 
our Holy Prophet calls Him the Word of God, whom 
the Chriftians adore for God Incarnate. Bear with 
my Weakneſs and Importunity, and if I err, correct 
me in thy Wiſdom. And yet, let not theſe ſeem ſo 
much my Scruples, as the Arguments of Chriſtians, 
whom I would gladly convince of their Herzfy ; but 
it muſt be with ſolid Reaſon, 1900.12 . 
| | E 5 Let 
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Let not my Lord be angry, if I aſk one Queſtion 
more: Our Holy Doctors teach, That the dark Spots 
in the Moon were made, when the Angel Gabriel 
flew by, and bruſh'd the Moon with one of his 
Wings : I aſk how great that Wing was, that could - 
make an Impreſſion ſo great, as to be conſpicuous 
to us at this prodigious Diſtance? Or, Is Gabriel to 
be numbred among thoſe lofty Angeli, who can 
ſtride from one Star to another? Tf he be, Was 
there not Room enough in the vaſt endleſs Skies, or 
did he loſe his Way through untrack'd Orbs, or did 
he chance to wink in his Career, that he ſhould thus 
unfortunately daſh the paler Lamp of Heaven? If 
he be one of thoſe foremention'd mighty, tall, and 
wide-ftretch'd Angeli, How came he to be ſo con- 
trated, when he viſited Mary the Mother of Tefus 
in her Cloſet, and preſented her with a Roſe 
grew in Paradi/e. A 

Anſwer me this, O Sovereign Oracle of Truth, 
fince my Ears are frequently invaded with ſuch Ob- 
jections and blaſphemous Jeſts, by theſe Infidelr. Ho- 
can I hear our Holy Law abuszd. and not burn in 
Spirit? Tell me, I pray, how I ſhall filence theſe 
bold Diſputers. theſe Mockers of the Book of Glory. 
Think not this a frivolous Queſtion, and impertinent . 
to Religion; for theſe Metern People are ſagacious 
and ſubtle ; if they can find one Flaw in the Holy 
Alcoran, they'll cry down all the reft as falfe, andan 
Impoſture; at the very Thought of which Blaſplemy 

my Heart trembles. | 

Net long ago, a famous 4/tronomer ſhew'd me in 
a Teliſcope the Globe of the Moon, through which 
it ſeem'd to me an Opake Body, like the Earth we 
tread on; and he afirm'd it to be fo, giving me 
Mathematical Demonſtrations for it ; telling me al- 
fo, it was Habitable as our Globe ; and, that the 
Difference of the brighter and more obſcure Parts 
of the Moon confiſted only in this, that the one 
* Was 
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was firm Land, the other fluid Water, and, if I may 
believe my Eyes, when aided by that Op#ick Inſtru- 
ment, it is no otherwiſe than as he ſaid. | 

This 4fronomer is renowned throughout the 2 
ern World, being eſteemed the beſt Philaſopher that 
ever wrote of natural Things. His Name is Renatus 
des Cartes. I have been often converſant witk him, 
and took unſpeakable Delight in his refined Notions 
of the World. He is as dextrous at unravelling the 
Contexture of the very Elements, as tho' he had ſtood 
by the Eternal Artiſt, when he extracted them from 
the rude Chaos. The minuteſt Particle of Matter, 
which 1s to the Eye of other Men inviſible, appears 
to him in its proper Figure ; he talks as familiarly of 
globous, ſquare, and triangular Atomes, as tho' he 
had a Pair of Compaſſes to take their true Dimenſions 
by. Were not this admirable Genius ſtain'd with 
great Impiety, in that he mocks the Bot of Glory, 
the Holy Alcoran, true Guide to Paradiſe, Iſhould be- 
lieve he was inſpired from above. 

One Day diſcourſing about the Body of the Moon, 
he broke out into this blaſphemous Jeſt, Th Arabian 
Impoſtor, ſaid he, might as well have made his Fol- 
lowers believe what aue prate to Children, That there 
is a Man in the Moon with a Bundle of Faggots on his 
Back, as to tell them that Fable, of the Angel Gabriel's 
bruſhing this Planet with bis Wing, I was not able 
to hear any more, but took my — 8 | 

Furniſh me therefore, O Sacred Repoſitory of all 
true Science, with ſuch convincing Arguments, as 
may put to Silence theſe audacious /rfidels. 

G grant I may be one of thoſe who ſhall hear the 
2 thurie] read Lectures of divine Knowledge in 
ar 


zoth of the 11th Moon, \ 
of the Year 1042. / 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


Am acquainted with a Greet Merchant in Paris, 
I u ho formerly lived in one of thoſe pleaſant 1: nds 
which lie about four Leagues from Conſtantinople, be- 

ing ſituated in the Propontis. 

Aſking him one Day, Whether Trading was the 
Motive which induc'd him te quit thoſe Paradifes up- 
on Earth, and exchange them for the Stench and 
Noiſe of this populous City; he replied, That he 
had ſufficient to make his Life happy in the Place of 
his Nativity, being Maſter of a good Eſtate, and of 
many fruitful Vineyards, having alſo Houſes there 
which might vie with the moſt delightful Chio/es of 

. the Muſjulman Grandees : But, that the Fanizaries 
and other looſe Mahometans frequenting thoſe Mana, 
and eſpecially that wherein he dwelt, committed ſo 
many Outrages when heated with Wine, as render d 
his Life infupportable ; for they would in theſe drunk- 
en Frolicks, domineer as though they were Lords of 
the and, ſeizing upon whatſoever pleafed them, 
ſpoil his Goods, and beat him like a Slave; and if 
he mildly remonſtrated to them the Injuries they had 
done him, they would give him no other Satisfaction 
bat Oaths and Curſes. 

Theſe Calamities made him fell his Eſtate, and tra- 
vel into theſe Countries, where he might enjoy him- 
ſelf with more Liberty, Profit and Eaſe. 

It is a Diſhonour to the Or/toman Port, the Seat of 
——— the Sanctuary of the World, to ſuffer ſach 

iſorders to be committed without due Chaſtiſement, 
within Sight of the Seraglio, and by thoſe who have 
the Honour to guard the Perſon of the Sultan. 

I repreſent theſe Things to thee, knowing thy Ju- 
ſtice will adminiſter a ſpeedy Remedy to theſe Di- 
Jy | ſtempers 
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ſtempers of the Soldiery. Otherwiſe ſhould they be 
ſuffered to go unpuniſhed, we may expect that not 
only thefe Mandi, but all Græcia will in Time be 
diſ-peopled. 


Paris, 24th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XXIV. 
To Cara Hali, the Phyſician at Conſtan- 


tinople. 


Uffer me to converſe with thee after the Manner 
of Friends, with Freedom and Familiarity. I 
have often diſcovered unto thee the Diſtempers of my 
Body, now I will reveal thoſe more dangerous Ones 
of my Mind. And I know not whether they are 
Diſtempers or Cures of ſuch, I have writ to the Mufti 
on the ſame Subject, in Part, but with Caution and 
Reſerve : With thee I deal f:ankly, and pour into thy 
Boſom the Secrets of my Heart. | 
I am diſſatisfy d in many Things pertaining to Re- 
ligion. Tis true, I cannot think or ſpeak of our 
Holy Prophet, but wich infinite Attach and Venera- 
tion; yet I owe ſomething to my Reafon. I will 
believe the Me/enger of God was True and Perfect; 
but is it a Crime to think, his Succęſſors were but 
Men, ſubje& to Frailty and Error? Their Diviſi- 
ons, immediately after the Death of cur Great 
Lawgiver, juſtifie this Reflection, ſince the fatal 
Schiſm continues to this Day. Either the Perfians, 
or we, maſt be in the wrong. Grant which thou 
wilt, it follows, That the Truth was no ſooner ſown- 
in the World, but it ſprung up in mortal Hereſies; 
and, I find no other Aſſurance that we are in the 
Right, 
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Right, but the Aſſertion of our Doctors, the Fol- 
lowers of O/man and Ebubecher ; who, for ought I 
know, are no more exempted from Error, than the 
Diſciples of Haly. Both Sides believe the Holy Pro- 
phet, yet both at infinite Diſtance in their Interpre- 
tations of his Law. Each Party boaſts they have the 
true Senſe of the Divine Oracles, and curſes the op- 
pane for Hereticks. Truth cannot be repugnant to 
It lelt. 

From this original Schiſm, well near a hundred ſe- 
veral Sechs have ſprung, each maintaining different 
Interpretations of the Law. While Truth can be 
but one, where ſhall a Man be ſure to find it amongſt 
ſo many Pretenders to. it ? 

Think not, that I am going to turn Chriſtian, be- 
cauſe of this Liberty I take to ſearch for Truth : For, 
the Caſe is the ſame, or worſe among them. 

Jieſus (whom our Holy Prophet calls the Breath and 
Ward of God, The Reformer of the Law of Moſes, 
knowing the Secrets of Hearts, and working Miracles ) 

reach'd to the Jeau- Repentance, good Works, the 

eſurrection of the Dead, the Day of Judgment, 
the Jo! of Paradiſe, and the Torments of Hell. He 
choſe twelve Diſciples to diſperſe his Doctrine over 
the World. But they likewiſe had Diſſenſions among 
themſelves, after that God had taken up the Meſſias 
to Paradiſe ; each Apoſtle leaving different Traditions 
behind him in the Countries where he taught. Hence 
ſprung the Differences between the Churches of the 
Eaft and Weft, and thoſe in Æibicpia. One follow- 
ing Peter and Paul; Another believing 7chz, the 
T bird defending the Traditions of Matthew. And 
from theſe greater Schiſins, have ſprung innumerable, 
ſmaller Se&s and Herefies : Each Church and Party 
Excommunicating, Damning, ond Curling all the 
Reſt ; yet All believe they ſhall be ſaved. 

Thus is the World at Odds about Religion, per- 
ſecuting, biting and devouring one another, — 
| cau 
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cauſe cannot all think alike. A ſingular Argu- 
ment of Religion and a ſpecial En — 
in Proſely tes. N | 
Theſe Conſiderations have made me a Sceptich, in 
controverted Points of Faith, and Matters of Opini- 
on. Only in this I am fixed, That I believe in One 
Eternal God, and reverence his Holy Meſſengers and 
Prophets. But, if an Angel from Heaven ſhould tell 
me monſtrous and incredible Stories of Things re- 
gnant to the common Senſe and Reaſon of all 
Mankind, I would deſire him to excuſe me if I ſuſ- 
pended my Belief. | 
I admire the Go/den- Age, when the Infant World 
had not yet learn'd Bigotry ; when human Reaſon 
was not corrupted with divine Fables; and natural 
Conſcience was the Oracle to which all reſorted for 
Solution of their Doubts ; before Superſtition had 
begun to dreſs the Dezty in frightful, uncouth Shapes: 
Ten harmleſs Innocence could ſhew her naked Faca 
which is now fain to go diſguiſed, No Man was put 
to Death for Words or Thoughts of Things above 
his Reach. No crafty Numa then had fobb'd upon 
the credulous People his feign'd Ægeria; Nor golden- 
tongu'd Pythagoras, could impoſe the forged Whiſ 
ef his Eagle on the filly Croronians, for Sacred Ora- 
cles, No Wonder-working Magician had led the 
Rabble by the Noſe with his 7% ae Juggle : But, - 
pure and undebauched Reaſon taught Men to lead 
immortal Lives on Earth. | 
Tell me, O learned Haly ! Canſt thou believe 
That the divine Architect had no other Way to 
m:ke Man, than by laying him a thouſand Years 
broiling in the Sun? Or, That there is an Apple- 
Tree growing very near the Throne of God? Or, 
That the Angels can ftride ſome hundred Thouſands 
of 'Miles at once? Can we not go to Paradiſe, un- 
leſs we ſwallow theſe ſtrange Notions ? Is it not 
enough to believe in God and Mahomet his Prophet, 
| except 
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except we will receive all for Truth, which the Doct- 
ors tell us ? I faſt and pray at the appointed Times, 
and ſometimes oftner ; I give Alms ; I love all the 
Creatures of God, that remain in his Love ; I am not 
ailty of Theft, Murder, nor Adultery ; I never for- 
wore my ſelf, nor bore Falſe Witneſs: Yet, when I 
am recollected, I think my ſelf the worſt of all Men; 
I think of every Peccadillo I commit, with inexpreſſi- 
ble Regret. If all this is not ſufficient to acquit mea 
true and good Muſſulman; no Man, I hope, will blame 
me, if I join with an eminent Man in theſe Veſtern 
Parts, and wifh my Soul among the Philo/ophers. 


Paris, 25th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Tear 1642. 


e End of the Firſt Book. 
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r 
To the Kaimacham. 


| H or mayeſt remember a Letter I ſent 
thee concerning the Death of Mary de 

= Medicis, Queen Mother, and Deauager of 
France, wherein I alſo ſpoke of the ſud- 

den Sickneſs of the Cardinal of Richlieu, with the Re- 
ports, Opinions, and Prophecies divulged on that Ac- 
count. What Spirit ſoever inſpired thoſe Prophecies, 
tis certain, the Event juſtifies their Predictions. For 
the Cardinal died this very Day, being the 4th of the 
laft Moon in the Year, at his Palace in this City, being 


not full fifty ezght Years of Age: = 
I am 
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I am not very credulous of Apparitions, Ghoſts, 
and ſuch like Themes of vulgar Superſtition: Yet, 
"tis evident, the Cardinal never lived to ſee the 
common New-Year's-Day, nor the fifty eighth Year 
4 his Life, as they ſay the Queen Ghoſt foretold 
Some that have been curious in examining his Pe- 
digree, tell me, That his Progenitors were allied to 
one of the Kings of France. — tis certain, 
that he was Jelcended of an ancient and honourable 
Family, of above five hundred Years ſtanding and 
Eminence in that Kingdom. / 

He had his Education in the Lui verſiiy of Paris, 
where he attained the Degree of Doctor of the Sor- 
bonne ; a Dignity much eſteemed in France, and moſt 
Parts of Cbriſtendom, except in Rome, which Court is 
jealous of the Sorbonnifts, becauſe they have ſome- 
times decreed in Prejudice of the Pepe's Authority, 
and the Grandeur of the Roma Court. 

Aſter this he was made a Biſtop, then Almoner 
of Frahce, next Secretary of State, in which Sta- 
tion he acquitted himſelf ſo happily, that the King 
procured him the Dignity ef a Cardinal. There. 
are none of the Miniſters of the Diwan but know, 
that a Cardinal is one of the Princes of the Roman 
Church. 5 0 

During theſe ſeveral Stairs of Preferment, he had 
ſignalized his great Abilities, in negotiating Affairs 
of greateſt Moment. Yet, in nothing did the Dex- 
terity of his Wit appear more, than in reconciling 
the Miſunderſtandin between the King and the Qucen 
Mother. Whereby, he gained much upon both their 
Affections; ſo that in a little Time, he was made 
the Principal Miniſter of State, and Chief Director 
of the Government; having a Guard of Soldiers ap- 
pointed to attend his Perſon. 

Then he was made Superintendant of the Marine 
Affairs; after this, -Gencra/i//imo of the Armies. 80 

that 
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that he ſeemed to have monopolized all Command 
both in Church and State, by Sea and Land. 

It was impoſſible for hita to eſcape the envious 
Eyes of the Grandees ; nay, the 2uecn-Mother her 
ſelf, who firſt raiſed him, began now to grow jea- 
lous of his great Power: But eſpecially the Princes 
of the Bload were highly offended at him. The 
Count of Soi ſſons ſtomach'd the Indignity the Cardi- 
nal had offer d him, in propoſing the Marriage of 
his Daughter. The Duke of O, leans ſuſpected his 
Deſigns upon the Regency. Yet all their Conſpiracies 
againſt him proved ineſfectual. For neither by pub- 
lick Arms, nor private Machinations, could they 
ever prevail againſt the fixed Deſtiny of this great 
Miniſter ; who, tho” he had been often attempted to 
be poiſon'd, piſtol'd, and Rabb'd, yet died quietly 
in his Bed, having a little beſore received a Viſit 
from the King. 

I will not preſume to make Corollaries or Gloſles 
on theſe Things, as tho" I were able to inſtruct thee, 
whoſe Wiſdom and Experience renders thee a fit 
Oracle for the greateſt Princes to reſort to in time of 
Need. I only ſend thee bare Matter of Fact; and, 
together with an Account of the Cardina#'s Death, 
a brief Abſtract of his Life, as I received it from 
one of the moſt obſerving and knowing Men in the 
French Court. | 

I wiſh thee Health, Long Life, and Happineſs. 


Paris, 4th of the laſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1642. 


LETTER 


— 
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LETTER U. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


Have ſent to the Kaimacham, an Account of the 

Death of Cardinal Ri licu, with ſome Paſſages 
relating thereto, wherewith I thought it not proper 
to interrupt thy Diviner Thoughts. 

I his Great Minifier died the Fourth of this Inſtant 
Mon, being the laſt of the Year, in his Palace at 
Paris. His Body is interred in the Chapel of the 
College of Sorbenne, where he finimed his Etadies, 
and attained the Degree of Doctor in Theology. He 
has left hehind him a prodigious Eſtate, amounting 
to a Million of Crowns Yearly, which he has be- 

ueathed in Legacies to his Kindred, Friends, and 

reatures. And, as a particular Demonſtration of 
his Gratitude to the King, he has made him Heir of 
his Cardinal Palace in this City, with all the Plate 
and Furniture in it. And, at the laſt Viſit the King 
made him (which was a little before his Death) he 
preſented him with a Stone worth a hundred thoufand 
Crowns of Gold. Upon which, tis diſcourſed, That 
the King will ſettle a yearly Revenue on a certain 
Number of the Sorbonnifts, to celebrate Maſs daily 
for the Cardinals Soul, during. the Space of one 
Year, and once a Year afterwards on the Day that 
he died. For, theſe 1»fde/s approach thus near the 
true and undefiled Faith, in that they have Hopes of 
Immortality, believing the R:/arreficn of the Dead, 
and that the Prayers, Alms, and good Works of the 
Living, do attone for the Sins of the Departed; as 
as our holy Doctors teach, and, as is the Practice of 
the Mi ſulmans throughout the World. 


This 
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This Cardinal was richly endowed by Nature, 
having a firm, Intelle&, vigorous Spirits, quick Ap- 7 
prehenſion, ſolid Judgment, faithful Memory, and 
a molt prevailing Way of Diſcourſe. A Man highly 
ſerviceable to his King and Country; and therefore 
deſerving better of the French than thoſe ſcandalous 
Reports and Libels which were every where in- 
duſtrioully ſpread. abroad, to leſſen his Fame. Yet, 
there wanted rot thoſe who ſtrewed Flowers on his 
Grave, and perfumed his Aſhes with Encomiums, and 
Paneyyricks. In this he ſhared the common Fate of 
the Gr2at, that he was malign'd and envied Living, 
but khonour'd with the Tears of his very Enemies 
when Dead. - -- | — 

Tlxre is one Fault to be found in his Conduct, 
without appearing too cenſorious, That he being a 
Man conſecrated to the Service of the Altar, ſhould 
ſo often take the Field, and, diveſting himſelf of the 

ceful Robes of Religion, ſhould cloath himſelf 
1a Steel, delighting more in the Smell of Gun- 
23 than that of Incenſe, and preferring the 
oiſe of War, to the Hymns and Antiphons of the 
Church: Not that Religion is incompatible with 
Valour ; and, to fight for one's Country, is not as 
Lewful and as Pious, as to pray for its Proſperity. 
Our Holy Law, the celeftial Pattern of Truth to the 
World, exhorts us to Courage. And all True Belie- 
vers are aſſured of the Joys of Paradiſe, of unfa- 
ding Crowns, and eternal Felicities, if they loſe 
their Lives in Defence of thc e Empire, and 
the Book of Glory: Our immortal Lawgiver, giving 
us his own Example, when he laid the Foundation 
of the greateſt and moſt i!lutrious Empire in the 
World, in the Wounds of his Enemies, cementing 
the Work with the Blool of Millions of IH,. Nor 
has the Superſtructure been carried on by any other 
Methods, than thoſe of perpetual War with the 
Nations who will not ſabmit to our 4w/7rious £rl- 
; tan 
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tun, the invincible Lord of the Earth. But, the Me/- 
enger of God, never required the /mraum's or Der- 
wVi/cs to take the Field; leaving Arm only to Secu- 
Har Men, and the Alcoran to the Religious. 

I forget that 1 am ſpeaking to him, whoſe Repoſe 
and Tranquility is the ſpecial Care of Heaven, who 
is not to be diſturbed by Emperors. Therefore, in 
profound Reverence, I ſalute thy Heline/s with a dus 
tiful Obeiſance, and ſo withdraw my Pen. 


Paris, 4th of the laſt Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


— — 


LET TEN III. 


To Jaimir Sgire Rugial, an Aftrotoger ap 
Aleppo. f 


HOU needeſt not be aſhamed of thy Name, 
though it denotes the Dwarfiſhneſs of thy Bo- 
dy, That little Epitome of human Stature, is ex- 
quiſitely regular. Nature in framing it has ſhewed 
her Skill in Proportions, though ſhe ſeems to have 
made it too narrow for thy Soul. In this, thou 
art obliged to her for thy Kabwledge ; hy Mind 
being uneaſy in its diminutive Habitation, is for 
that Reaſon ſeldom at Home. Thy Soul is a perfect 
Night-walker ; when other Men are a-bed, and a- 
ſleep, thou art taking thy Rounds among the Stars. 
Thou art become a Spy upon the Planets ; if any 
of them make but a falſe Step, thou .telle!t the 
World of it. Thou art a Pimp to all their amorous 
Aſſignadions and Conjunctions, and Vulcan him- 
ſelf never ſq often expoſed the Iutrigues of Mars 
and Venus, as thou haſt done. But, F would have 


thee beware leſt they revenge themſelves on e 
| - ſome 
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ſome Time or other, as they d id upon one of thy 
Profeſſion, by firing up a certain King to take away 
his Life. He was a bold Fellow, and pretended 
great Familiarity with the Stars. One Day hecame 
to the King, and to'd him, he had exactly calcu- 
lated his Nativity; and by his Obſervation from 
thence, according to the Rules of Art, had diſeo- 
ver d, that he ſhould not live out that Year. The 
King replied, I wil} prove, That my Skill is greater 
than thire; for I know the very Hour of thy Death, 
evhich is now preciſely, and which all thy Knowledge 
in Aſtrology could newer foreſee, nor be able to prevent. 
So he commanded his Head to be immediately cut 
off. I would not have thy Star-gazing fo ſuddenl 
ſpoil'd ; tho“ they ſay, thou haſt ventured to tall 
— too largely. 

Judicial Aſtrelogy ſeems in a great Meaſure, ob- 
liged to Super ſtition, for the Credit it has gained 
among Men; and the Latin Proverb ſays, A Wiſe 
Man jhall over-rule the Stars. For my Part, I would *' 
rather counſel thee to follow thy old Recreation of 
teaching Pigeons to be Letter-Carriers. Vet I would 
not have thee from thence, think of building Cale 
in the Air, like #/p, nor of flying to the Moon by 
the Help of a Team of Ge, in Imitation of Do- 
mingo Gonſ: les. 

But, ſince I am got among the Birds, which thou 
art ſo much delighted in; before I take my Leave, 
I wiſh thee as good Fortune with thy winged Diſ- 
ciples, as the Reman Cibler had, who taught a 
Parrot to falute the Emperor as he went along the 
Street, with theſe Words, Hail Cæſar; which the 
Emperor hearing, gave him a Royal Price for his 
Parrot. The poor Man overjoyed at his good Luck, 
got another Parrot, and attempted to teach her in 
the ſame Manner; but, having taken much ineffe- 
ctual Pains, he uſed to fret, and fay, I have bot my 


Labour. Yet at length, by daily „ 
ords, 
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Words, the Parrot had learned both Sentences, and 
the next 'Time the Emperor came by, it ſaid, Hail 
Cz/ar ! to which the Emperor tied, I hawe enough 
fuch' Flatterirs at home; the Parrot having her Leſ- 
ſon perſect, rejoin'd, I hawe loft my Labour ; which 
the Emperor hearing, and pleas'd with the Novelty, 
bought this alſo, and ſettled a generous Penſion on 
the Man during his Life. 

If thou could'it by ſome lucky Contingency, ſell 
thy Pigeons at ſuch a Rate to Sultan Ibrahim, thy 
Time would be better ſpent, than in playing the Me: - 
cury, and bringing News from the Stars. But then 

thy Pigeon, mult be better bred, than was that which 
was ſent to the S2phi of Perſia wich a Meſſage from 
-Babylen, when the late invincible Sultan Amuratb be- 
ſieged it; for, the feather d Courier inſtead of flying 
to the Perſian Camp, took up ſhort by the Way, an 
perching on the Pavilion of the Yizir Aaem, was 
forthwith ſhot, and the ſecret Neceſlities of the City 
were expoſed to the Ottoman Army. 4 

May ſuch Fate always attend Infdels and Heretichs, 
when they take up Arms againſt the Mufulman Em- 
fire. Adieu. | 1 


Paris, roth of the loft Moon, 
of the Year 1642, 


LETTER Iv. 


- To the Grand Signior's Chief Treaſurer. 


HOU telleſt me the Miniſters of the Supreme 
| Divan, accuſe me of Negligence, in not writ- 
iog often, and 1'hings' of Importance. In my 
Opinion, thou thy ſelf kaſt moſt Reaſon to con- 
plain on this Score, ſince I have not ſent a Letter 

| to 
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to thee theſe four Moons ; in which Time, not one 
of the reſt but has received ſeveral from me" 
Would they have me coin News ? Would they have 
me amuſe them with Relations of Things which ue- 
ver had any Exiſtence ? I have not failed hitherto 
to communicate to the- Port all the Intelligences I 
have received: But they ought to conſider, I hat the 
Winter affords little of Action. Time, the Devourer 
of all Things, has almoſt ſwallowed up the Year ; 

only this laſt Mcor ſeems to be pickled in Ice for a 
Deſert. We are here up to the Knees in Snow: And 
the greateſt Warriors find it beſt encamping by the 
Fire- ſide. 

Here is a Rumor, That the King of Perſia is 
Dead. They fay alſo, That the Great Mogul will 
not put on Mourning for him, being by his Death 
freed from a Storm which threatned to ſubvert all 
his Dominions on this Side of Ganges. is added, 
That he has ſought the Alliance of the Grand Sigi ior, 
with purpoſe to continue the War againft the young 
King of Per/ia, (who has not yet ſeen thirteen Sum- 
mers ) and to carry his Forces to the Walls of Ma- 
han. It is not lawful for me to dilate to my Se- 
reign, Who is the Sole Judge of the Univerſe ; but 
permit me to gueſs what will be his Conduct in this 
Affair (if what I have heard be true.) Ihave no Rea- 
ſon to think, That Satan Thbrahim will violate the 
Peace, which he has ſo lately concluded with the 
King of Perfia, the Articles whereof he carries in his 
Boſom. | 

Thou ſeeſt, moſt ſerene Baſa, the Tide of News 
is ſo low, That Mahmut is forced to ftoop and re- 

ceive it, puddled as it is, by the Mouths cf the Vul- 
gar. If I acquaint thee with what thou kneweſt 
fore, let not the Blame reſt on me, who ought to 
have received this Inteiligence from fome ot the 
Miniſlers of the Sublime Port, which is the Taber- 
nacle where Fame keeps 7 Reſidence. My * 
Þ & 
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Life, and the beſt of my Spirits are conſecrated to 
the Service of the Grand Sigmor ; I ſpare no Pains or 
Coſt, whereby I may ys. myſelf effectually uſe- 
ful to the Great Maſter of the Univer/e : ] write often 
to the M:iniftrs of the Divan, who are his Slaves as 
well as I; yet none vouchſafes me an Anſwer, ex- 
_ the Reis Effendi: I received alſo one Letter full 
of Conſolation and Advice, from the Venerable 
Mufii. Likewiſe Haſfſein Baſſa laid his Commands 
on me. 'Theſel eſteem my Friends. I would think 
ſo of all Men, who ſerve Sultan Ibrahim, if they 
would ceaſe to load me with Obloguies. 
I was about to conclude my Letter, when an old 
Courtier interrupts me with the News of the Surren- 
der of Tortona, à ſtrong Town in Piedmont, poſſeſſed 
by the Spaniards, till now obliged to quit it by the 
Finch Forces, under the Command of the Duke of 
. Longueville. This Place was furrendred on the Twen- 
ty ſixth of the Eleventh Moon. 
There has been a long Difference between the 
Princes of the Houſe of Sawey ; which, is at tength, 
compoſed, by the Marriage of Prince Maurice, Car- 
dinal of Savoy, with his Niece, the Daughter of the 
- Dutcheſs Regent. This is that which has warm'd the 
- Courage of the French Army, at this frozen Time 
of the Year. For, upon this Match, the Cardi- 
nal of Sawoy's Brother, Prince Thomas, joined his 
Forces to the Frech, and took ſeveral ſtrong Caſtles 
and Towns from the Spaniards, whom before this 
Prince had aſſiſted; and now laſt of all, to wind up 
the Year, they have made themſelves Maſters of this 

Tortona, a Place environed with Rocks and Moun- 
tgins, 
wy which thou may*ſt perceive, That there is no 
Difficulty ſo great, which may not be overcome with 
Courage and Perſeverance. 

I recommend my felf to thy Protection and Fa- 


vour, IIluſtrious Ba, and defire the Heavens to 
| remu- 
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remunerate thee with an Inereaſe of Joy and Felici- 
ty, both here, and in Paradiſe. 


Paris, toth-of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER V. 


To Darniſh Mchemet, Baſſa. 


INCE the Death of the Cardinal of Nichlian, here 
is great caballing, and changing of Places at 
Court. His Succeſſor in the Pilotſhip of the State, 
is Cardinal Julio Mazarini, an [talian, of a Gene- 
rous Extraction. Neither comes he ſhert of Rich- 
lieu, in all thoſe rare Qualities and Endowments, 
which form a compleat Stateſinan , having accom- 
| 19-4: Þ gran Negotiations, with great Succeſs and 
| "+ 
iN ow the old Officers begin to be cafſhier'd, to 
make Room for the Creatures of this New Mini fer, 
the King abſolutely reſigning the Conduct of the 
Publick to him. And, it is no Wonder to ice the 
King thus flexible, if what is privately whiſper'd 
be true, That the 2ucen has yielded to the Cardinal 
in Points of greater Reſerve. And curious Eyes 
pretend to diicern the Features of Maxarini in the 
Dauphin's Face, who is not much above Four Years 
ald being Born on the fifth Day of the ninth. Moon, 
in the Year 1638, according te the Chriſtians He- 
gira. The Cardinal is of a Grave and Majeſtick 
Aſpect, full-fac'd, having a piercing Eye : He is 
22 inclined to Fat, being a great Eater, as 
they ſay. 
T'other Day he had like to have been choak d 
by a Piece of Beef, one Part of which hung faſt By 
F 2 is 


1 
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his Teeth, and the other juſt reach'd the Paſſage to 
the Lungs ; and, as it were, barring _ Door of 
that Paſſage, hindred his Reſpiration ſo long, that 
his Noſe ſuddenly ſtarted out a-bleeding'; his Face 


rew black, and he was ready to drop down dead, 
Fad not one of his Attendants forcibly thruſt his 


Finger into his Mouth, and faſtning on the Morſel, 


pull'd it out of his Throat. | | 
He, that is Lord of Life and Death, Preſerve thee. 


from all Perils, and make thee happy in the Service 


of our Great Mafler ; who will in Time, I hope, 
curb the Inſolence, and puniſh the Vices of thefe 
gluttonous Irfidels, + | »*% 


Paris, 14th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1643. Ft 


| 942 \4%s thy 8 4 uy 1 
To Iſouf, his Kinſman. 


Believe, thou and thy Couſin S:/yman, take me 
for a Marriage-Broker, er a Goſſip: Is there no 
Body in Conſfautincple, can inſtruct you how to ma- 
nage your Wives, that you ſend for Counſel to Paris? 
Or, Do you lay Sn:res for me, by extorting ſuch 
Advice, as will draw the Revenge of Women upon 


- me? Believe me, I have no Mind to run the Fate of 


Orpheus, or, That the Tragedy of the Ciconian Wives 
ſnould be acted upon me. | 
I rather expected a compleat Jeurnal of thy Tra- 


vels in the * : But, I perceive, thou haſt not yet 


received my Letter. Thou talkeſt of going to Alep- 


5e in the Spring. If thy Reſolution hold, I defire 


thee when thou art there, to make an Offering for 
me to She Boubac, the Santone, whoſe Sepulchre 
is 


Vol. II. a Spy at Paxrs. 161 


is about a League from that City, a Place of great 
Devotion, and reſorted to from all the Cities in thoſe 
Parts. Without doubt, Sh-h Boubac is with G; 
and his Prayers are heard for ſuch as honour his Vir- 
tues, and approach his Sepulchre, to pay their Devo- 
tions there with Humility and Faith. |; | 
_ Likewiſe, I deſire thee to diſtribute three hun- 
dred Aſpers to the Poor of Alippo, who beg in the 
Streets for the Sake of Syntana Fiſſa. If thou haſt 
not heard of this Female Saint, I will relate to thee 
how ſhe came to be Canonized. This City was the 
Place of her Nativity and Reſidence. When fhe 
came to the Age of Sixteen Years, ſhe was married 
to a Spabee, call'd Griuli Eben Sagran; but, the 
firſt Night, as her Huſband was going to Bed with 
her, he fell into a Trance ; wherein he ſaw Para- 
diſe open'd, and the Holy Prophet leading Syntana 
He, his Wife, in one of the Alleys of Eden. 
ereby, when he came to himſelf, and miſſing 
his Wife, (who was never after to be found) he was 
ſatisfied that ſhe was one of the Daughters of Para- 
&/e. Since which Time, the People have eſteem'd 
her as a Saint, or rather an incarnate Female Angel. 


The Moors relate this 1 and make a 


ſecond Mary Magdalen of - of whom the Gre- 
cians (ay, That ſhe was a common Proſlitute at firſt, 
but on a Time being aſked her accuſtomed Favours 
gratis, and for the 33 Ged, ſhe by granting it, 
merited the Grace of Converſion, and ſo became a 
Saint. But, I would not have thee regard this Fable, 
tho' it be common in the Mouths of the Ignorant at 


Aleppo. 

{thou beareſt any Reſpe& for thy Uncle Mab- 
mut, let me have a Proof of it, in giving me an 
Account of thy Travels. I do not require a Chart 
of the Regions through which thou haſt paſs'd ; be- 
ing no Stranger to the Geography of 4/ia. Neither 
would I have thee tell me, how many Leagues, 

F 3 Courſes, 
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Courſes er Furlongs there are between ſuch and ſuch 
Cities. Theſe are the Remarks of every Carrier or 
Murcerman. But that which I aim at, is to know, 
What Natural, Moral, and Political Obſervations 
thou haſt made, in ſo vaſt a Tract of Ground as thou 
haſt meaſured, comprehending the greateſt and moſt 
celebrated Part of As.. i 5 

This is the ſecond Letter I have ſent thee, ſince 
thy Return 10 Conflaniingple ; Let thy Anſwer be 
adequate to my Expectation. In the Interim, I 
counſel thee firſt to get an abſolute Conqueſt of 
e. ſelf, and then thou wilt eaſily goven thy 

ife. | | 

May the: moſt high God adjuſt your Differences 
happily, and make your Lives to be as innocent and 
contented, as thoſe of Philemon and Bauciu. Thou 


. knoweſt the Story. Adieu. 


Parts, 20th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1043. 


_ 


LETTER VII. 
To Mahomet, Baſſa of Damaſcus. 


HY is a Genoe/e Merchant in this City, with 

whom I often converſe, as I do with all 
Strangers that are Men of Intelligence, learning 
ſometimes from them Advices which are not com- 
mon. He tells me, That Mar»/our, The youngeſt 
Son of Od Facardine, the brave Emir of Sidon, whom 
his Father had given in Hoſtage to Sultan Amurath, 
1s now living in the Court of the Duke of Florence ; 
that he eſcaped by the Aſſiſtance of a Grecian Prieſt, 
from the Caſle of the Stwen Towers, and, That the 
Duke of Florence has promiſed to aſſiſt * 

. ips, 
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Ships, Men and Money, towards the Recovery of 
his Patrimony. 

The French ſpeak of his Father, with muck Re- 
ſpect, and Compaſſion of his Misfortunes ; they ſay, 
He was deſcended from a Noble Captain, which the - 
Renowned Godfrey of Bulloign left in thoſe Parts, 
when he was engaged in the Wars of the Holy Land, 
and, that though Facardine wore a Turkiſh Turbant, 
yet he had French Blood in his Veins. They tax 
Amurath with the Violation of his Oath, in cauſing 
him to be ſtrangled, when he had ſolemnly ſworn 
to the contrary. And ſome of them are ſo bold 
as to ſay, That, if his Son Ali had not been kill'd, 
he would have ſhook the Throne, whoſe Founda- ' 
tion is deep as the Centre of the Earth; and there- 
— — be moved, without the Diſſolution of the 

obe. 

This Genoe/e brags much after the ſame Nature of 
Manſour, who, he ſays, is preſerved by Providence 
to abaſe the Pride of the Ottoman Family, to 
his Father's Blood, and. re-eſtabliſh the Druſes in their 
ancient Poſſeſſion. & 10 3 

Su ng this News to be true, I ju it m 
n —— timely Notice of it, Lows gel 
part of his Eſtate; leſt he ſhould ſurprize thee, un- 
awares, and ſerve thee as one of bis Anceſtors did 
the Damaſcenes, who got from them ſeveral of their 
Towns and Caſtles, when they leaſt dreamt of any 
Invaſion. He will lay claim to Gazir, D' Acre, and 
_ thoſe being torn from his Father in that 
laſt Rebellion. In a Word, thou would'ſt find 
_ il Neighbour, ſhould he catch thee unpro- 
vided. | 

Should it come to a Tryal, I wiſh-thy Soldiers 
may prove more faithful to thee, than did the Ger- 
mars lately, under the Command of Leopold, Arch- 
Duke of 4fria, and General Pi-o/:mini ; who going 
to relieve Leipfich, _ *t that Time by the 

r. 0 4 


Swedes, 


0 the fore - mentioned Towns, 
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Savedes, and entring Battle with them, above Six 
Thouſand of their Soldiers never 2 a Muſ- 


ket, or drew a Sword ; but gave their Enemies an 
entire Victory, without ſtriking a Stroke. Should 
thy Forces ſerve thee fo, when Maz/our enters thy 
Territories, thou wilt be in aa 42 of loſing, not 
ut Damaſcus it- 
ſelf; a Place fo delicioufly fituated, that our Holy 
Prophet himſelf durſt not venture into it, leſt this 
Earthly Parad;/- ſhould tempt him to take up his 
Abode there, and cauſe lim to negle& the Hea- 
venly, IT | g 
May the great Protector of Kingdoms and Empires, 
preſerve both Damaſcus and the whole Empire, from 
the Fury of Rebel and Infidels. 


Paris, 4th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Year 1043. | 
75 | 


EXT YT TE TERS. - 


To the Venerable Mufti, Arbitrator of the 
Problems and Myſteries of Faith. 


Addre's to the Duſt of thy Feet, O thou Spring 

of all true Science. I wrote to thee formerly, to 
defire thy Inſtruction and Aid, in anſwering ſome 
Cavils arid Blaſphemies of the deli. Now I think 
a. great Light hath ſnined in my Breaſt, Now I 
thiak 1 can znſwer them with Arguments clear and 
82 Nevertheleſs I will not walk without a 
. | 0 

Our Life in this tranſitory World, is checquer'd 
with various Intervals of Light and Darknels, of 
Knowledge and Ignorance, Some.imes, the "ow of 
an 
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Man is bright and ſerene as the Orent, at other 
Times wrapp'd up in Clouds and Miſts. Then we 
are as in a — and full of Anxiety; we gro 
about for Truth, and ſtumble upon Errors, as in 
the Depth of Night. So fared it with me, when 
theſe Iafideli aſſaulted me with Queſtions and Cavils 
concerning our Holy Law. I heard them with Hor- 
ror and Fain, but knew not how to put them to 
Silence. I fled to thee for Succour, who art in- 
ſtructed in all Knowledge, true Heir of the Prophe- 
tick Light, But a Ray from Heaven has preventcd: 
thy Anſwer, and I will communicate to thee my 
Thoughts... | x | 

God is moſt High, and Incomprehen/ible ; we can- 

not overtake him in his Ways. The Works of his 
Hands are Perfect, and full of Wiſdom. Why do 
the nf4e/s Blaſpheme the Eternal? Gabriel, the 
Meſenger of God, Bright and Glorious, flew through 


the Heavens; and to avoid a burning Comet whicky 


then flamed in the Sky, he took his Courſe too near 
the Orb of the Moon ; and, with the End of one of 
his Wings, he bruſh'd the Planet, leaving a Mark of 
the 8 as a Memorial to the Angeli for the ſu- 


ture; even as a Sea- mark is placed to give warning; ' 


of Rocks and Sands. 0 

The [»fidels-deride, and aſk, How big was Gabriel's 
Ning! Who.can meaſure the Works of the Omni 
tent ? Let theſe [»fidels number but the Atoms that 


. Cleave to the Soles of their Feet, when: they walk in 


ſandy Places! Or, Let them weigh the Air that is 
ſhut up in a Bottle ! If they cannot perform theſe: 
Things which are near them, and within their Reach, 
why do they mock at the Greatneſs of Angeli, which 
dwell in the Immenſe Heaven,. 


They take their Meaſures of Cæliſtial Things from 


the narrow Search of their Senſes, which yet fail 
them in common Terreſtrial Objects If we believe 


our Senſes, they would 1 us,, That the M 
5 ** 


2 
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is no bigger than a Royal C „and the Stars 
have no Dimenſions, than a Lamp or Torch: 
Whereas we are aſſured by Reaſon, and 4fronomi- 
cal Obſervations, That the Moon is little Leſs than 
the Globe of the Earth; and that ſome of the Stars 
are near a Hundred Times Bigger. If theſe Orna- 


ments of the Sky, which look, at this Diſtance, like 


glittering Sparks of Fire, are really of ſo prodigious 
a Bulk; why may we not believe, That Kegels who 
dwell higher than the higheſt Stars, are much Grea- 
ter, and more Magnificent Creatures than they? Nay, 
what Incongruity is it to believe, what our Holy Do- 
ers teach, That the Angels can ſtride from one Star 
to another. 

And now I am plunged thus far in the Depths of 
Nature, ſuffer me to wade yet deeper, nay, to ſwim: 
in the Abyſs of Speculation. I will tell thee my 
Thoughts: The Works of God are Unmeaſurable, 
and there is no Bound or Limit to the Extent of the 
World ; 'tis high as Thought can ſoar, endleſs as 
Imagination can travel. Who can tell where the 
Walls of Paradiſe are? Or, Has any one gone the 
Circuit of the S. Heaven? Magnificent is the 
Fabrick of God, and the Apartments thereof are 
full of Majeſty ! The Potentates above are Glori- 
ors and Mighty ; and the Manſions of Angeli ſur- 
paſs in Grandeur this viſible Werld ! How great 
then is the Stature of theſe Angeli Let not Infidels 
deride, nor think it a Fable; for, the Diſtance be- 
tween the Feet of an Angel is many Hundred 'Thou- 
ſand Miles. They tuan the Cæleſial Orbs about (if 
what the learned Chriſtians teach out of Ari/totle, 
and other old Phil:/ophirs be true, when they aſ- 
ſign to each Sphere its particular Angel, or Moving 
Intelligence.) How can this be done, unleſs 2 
were Greater and Mightier than the Orbs they move? 
Without all Doubt, the Leſſer is moved of the 
the Greater, and the Weaker by the Stronger. Theſe 


Vol. II. 4 Sex at PARIS. 107 


are Arguments clear and intelligible, and ſuch as tlie 
Infidels cannot anſwer. Thus ſhall I be able to aſſert 
the Truth againſt the Impious, and to vindicate the 
glorious Works of God (the ſtrong and potent Angels, 
excelling in Majeſty and Grandeur) from the Blaiphe- 
mies of the Uncircumciſcd. 

If they aſk, How the Angel Gabriel (fince he is of 
ſo prodigious a Stature) could be circumſcribed in the 


Cloſet of Mary, the Mother of Feſus ? 1 aſk them, 


How the Body of Jeu, which, they ſay, is in the 
Sacrament of the 125 (of which thou art not igno- 
rant) can be circumſcribed within the narrow Com- 
paſs of a Wafer ? Or, How can it be there, and in 


Heaven at the ſame Time? Which they believe; nay. 
and in Ten Thouſand Wafers, in ſo many different 
Places of the World at once? | 
To this fo preſſing an Argument, they have no 


other Anſwer, but, That the Power of Gad is Infinite, 
and his Works Incomprebenſible. Very well; If he 
be Omni potent in one Thing, is his Power reftrained. 
in another? If the Pr:/.nce of the Body of fo in 
ſeveral Places at the ſame Time, be Incomprehenfible, . 
ſo is the Appearance of the mighty Angel Gabriel, 


in, 599 Oratory of the Virgin Mary, Incomprhenſible 


0. | 

The Nature of Angeli is unknown to us Mortals, 
and the Manner of their Appearance.” Sufficient it 
is, To believe the Divine Oracles, and not to pry in- 
to the Secrets of God. 


Thus ſhall I confute the nfide/s, when they cavil 
againſt the Alccran ; thus ſhall I ſeal up the polluted 


Lips, and put to Silence the Blaſphemous Tongues 
of the Enemies of God and his Prophet. 
Moreover, they ſay, The Mz/enger of God has 
miſed a ſenſual Paradi/e to the True Believers, 
auſe the Book of Glory mentions the Gardens of 
Eden; Gardens wherein flow many Rivers. Rivers of 


Wine, Milk and e Trees of all delecta- 


able 
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ble Fruits; and that the Righteous ſhall be cloath- 
ed in Veſts of Purple and Crimſon, repoſing on ſtate- 
ly Beds, and ſhall enjoy the Company of Beautiful 
8 55 and ſhall be repleniſhed with eternal Feli- 
Cit /. 

V9] 9 They are blinded with Malice, and 
hood-wink'd by the Spirit of Contradiction; elle, 
Why do they thus cavil at the manifeſt Light of 
Trath, the Doctrine of Faith, the undefiF'd Article 
of Glory? They profeſs to believe the Reſurrection 
of the Boty, as well as we: Will they not then be- 
lieve, That God hath provided Pleaſures ſuitable to 
the Body after its Re/urrificn, I mean the Bodies of 
the 775 ? They tell their Difciples and Proſelytes, 
doleful Stories of the Pains of the Damned in Hell, 
as, Burning in Fire and Brimſtone: Nay, the Book of 
the Gel it ſelf ſpeaks of a Lake of Sulphur and 
Fire. Are not theie Torments to be inflicted on the 
Body, which they own are prepared for the Wick- 
ed? And, Will they deny propertionate Pleaſures to 
the Bodics of the 7% in Paradiſe ? What Uſe will 
there be of our Bodies after the Reſurrection, if not 
to enjoy Bogily Pleaſures, or feel the Rigor of In- 
finite Pains ? Doubtleſs, The 7u/ ſhall be repleniſhed 
with all the Joys, and the Urju/? with all the Do- 
lours, of which their Senſes are capable. And this 
they themſelves believe; yet, theſe captious Ide. 
x pick Quarrcls with our Holy Lawgivir, and ſay, 
That the Paradi/e which he promiſes, is fit for none 
but Fools or Be: ſt-. | 1 

have read in Books of Drwelior, which the Chri- 
ftians uſe, That the Pleſed in Heaven ſhall be ſa- 
tiated with all Manner of Delights. The Eye ſhall 
always behold moſt Beautiful Objects; the Taſte 
ſhall be gratified with incredible Sweets; the Smell 
ſhall be pleaſed with al! Manner of rich Odours and 
Perfumes, far ſurpaſſing the Hromaticbs of Arabia; 
the Ear ſhall ar ſuch wonderful Muſick, as — 

| only 


* 
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only Strain thereof, were ſufficient to lull all the 
Hearts of this Sublunary World aſleep: In fine, 
There ſhall be none of their Senſes and Faculties, 
which ſhall not be tranſported and raviſhed with 
infinite Delights! What is all this, but ſenſual Plea- 
ſare ? Can there be any plainer Deſcription of Bo- 
dily Enjoyments than this? Why do they then ma- 
liciouſly traduce the Menger of God, and reſiſt the 
Truth? 

But they will ſay, 'That the Pleaſures which they 
ſhall enjoy after the Reſurrection, will be refined and 
ſpiritual as their Bod'es ſhall be: Whereas they ſay, 
our Prophet intimates groſs, carnal Enjoyments ; as 
the Company of Beautiful Women, and ſuch amo- 
rous Delights. | | 

Certainly, They are wilfully blind, and ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Light; or elſe they would eaſily 
ſee through the Veil of Allegories and Metaphors, 
which our divine Prophet uſes in the Alcoran to 
adapt the Doctrine of Heavenly Things to the dull 
Capacities of Men; even as all the Prophets and 
Apoſiles have done before him. In the Beok of 
the Geſpel, Paradiſe is deſcribed under the Figure of 


a moſt magnificent City, built all of Gold and pre- 


cious Stones, with a River flowing by it, and Trees 
whoſe Fruit never withers, nor their Leaves fade, 
Will the Cbriſians take this in the literal Senſe, or, 
do they own it to bean . If the latter, then, 
Why bo they Blaſpheme the Sacred Oracles of our 


Holy Law-giver, becauſe he deſcribes the Felieities 


of Paradiſe under ſenſible Figures, and Types, 


ſuch as are moſt apt to work on the* Affections of 


Men ? \ 
It is not to be thought, that our Enjoyment of 


Beautiful Women in Paradi/e, ſhall be attended 


with the leaſt of thoſe Impurities which ſtain it in 
this Life. Our Pleaſures ſhall be agreeable to the 
Place whither we go, Pure and Immaculate. As we 
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ſhall there enjoy the Perſection of Beauty, without 
the ſmalleſt Allay of Deformity ; ſo, in our Enjoy- 


ment, we ſhall be tranſ with the Heighth of 
Extaſy, without the leaſt Mixture of Pollution. 
Nor ſhall theſe bodily Delights ſuperſede or hinder 


our more Spiritual Enjoyment ; but, both Body and 


Soul ſhall be raviſhed with.eternal Felicities. 
Tell me, Thou who art the Ky of the, Treaſures of 


Truth, whether I am now ſufficiently armed with 


Reaſons, to withſtand the Cavils and Objections 
which the [:fide/s make againſt our Holy Laws, I 
have laid at thy Feet my Sentiments, ſubmitting all 
to thy unerring Wiſdom; vouchſafe to confirm what 
I have well ſaid, and to correct my Errors. And, 
in the midſt of thy divine Ejzculations, glance a 
Thought on the humbleſt of thy S/awves, praying for 
the eil d Mahmut, That he may perſevere in the true 
Faith; and at the End of his Life, may taſte the 


Joys of Paradiſe, which he zealouſly aſſerts agair.t 
the Infidels. + 455 


Paris, 10th / the ad Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


LETTER IX. 
To the Kaimacham. | 


'T HEN I informed thee of the Siege of Per- 
| H ee, J had not heard of the Extraor- 
dinary 


onours which were done to the Prince of 


Mergues during that Siege. This Prince was a 


Subject of the King of Spain, and had in Poſſeſſion 


the Town of Monaco. Yet, for ſome Di!guits which 
he had received from the Spaniards, he ſome Years ' 


ago had Thoughts of throwing himſelf upon the Pro- 


tection 


| 
] 
1 
f 
d 


- 
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tection of the King of France; but, Difficulties ari- 
ſing, it took not Effect at that Time. However, in 
the Year 1641, by the Dexterity of the Governour of 
Provence, he was ſo far wrought upon, tha at French 
Garriſon was by his Connivance put into Monaco, 
and he totally threw off his Obedience to the King of 
Spain; and though great Offers were made him by 
the Cardinal of Sawoy and others, yet he rejected 
all; and to demonſtrate to King Philip, that his Soul 


was altogether French, he ſent him back the Collar 


which was the Badge of his Knighthood, beſtowed on 

him in the Spaniſb Court. | | 
After which, Four Galleys ef Naples cruifing on 

the Sea before Ville Franche, one of them by the 


Order of the Captain, ſailed to Monaco, not having 


heard of the Revolt of this Place. The Prince in- 
vited the Captain to come aſhore, and as ſoon as 
he was lauded, threeſcore Frenchmen, who lay hid 
in the Boat which carried the Meſſage, boarded 
the Galley with admirable Reſolution, killing near 
thirty Spaniards, who made Reſiſtance, and the 
9 yi ding, the French took Poſſeſſion of the 
Tue Prince ſailed in this Galley to Mar/cilles, with 
lis Sen, who is dignified with the Title of a Mar- 
700 and taleing their Way through Provence and 

gucdoc, came to the King of France, while he lay 
with his Army before Perpignan. 

King Lexis, to whom nothing is more delightful 
than to reward the Merits of brave Men, careſſed 
him with extraordinary Demonſtrations of Affecti- 
on, and Acknowledgment of his Service; ſending 
his Coaches to meet him on the Way, cauſing 
his Army to appear in Battle Array, entertaining 
him at his own Table, and doing all Things whica 
might honour the Arrival of this Prince at his Camp. 
And, to make him amends for the Loſs of his Or. 


aer of Knighthood, he inveſted him with that of the 


Holy 
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 Hely Ghoſt ; which, as I have in my former Let- 
ters told thee, is a fair Step to make one a Peer of 
. inform thee of this Paſſage, i 
I thought to inform thee of this . 
Iuſtrious Minifter, in whoſe Power it lies, to bf up 
to Dignizies, and the great Charges ef the Empire, 
Men in whom thou perceiveſt a Genius capable of 
great Undertakings, | 
- God direct thee in making Choice of ſuch as may 
be effectually ſerviceable to the Grand Signior. 


Paris, 17th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


— 


LETTER X. 
To Achmet Beig. 


T ſeems as if the late Revolution in Portugal had- / 
imbitter'd the Spaniards to deſpair, and ſwell'd. 
the Spleen of that Nation with inſupportable Ran- 
cour. The Loſs, which they cannot — fairly to 
recover by Arms, they ſeek to revenge by diſhonour- 
able Aſſaſſine and Treachery. 

The Marquis de Los Velez, the Spaniſh Ambaſſa- 
dor at the Court of Rome, could not brook to ſee. 
there an Ambaſſador from the King of Portugal, 
whom he eſteemed at beſt but a Subject, or a Tray 
tor, to Philip his Maſter. He tried all Means to pre- 
vent and hinder his Audience with the Pope, and 
openly demanded, that he might be ſent back into- 
Portugal with . pee Bet, the Sieur de Fontenay, 
Ambaſſador from France, ſupported and countenanced 
the Portugueſe Miniſter, which precipitated the Mar- 

uis de Los Velex, to one of the blackeſt Attempts 
that has ever ſtain'd the Records of Time.” 15 
1 ou 
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Thou art not to learn that the Perſons of Ambaſ- 
ſadors are by the Law of Nations eſteemed Sacred; 
their Houſes, Sanfuarires ; and whatſoever Injury 
is offered them, is at leaſt accounted a Civil Sa- 
crilege. Yet, the Spano Ambaſſador finding the Bi- 
Jon Lamego (ſo was the Portugueſe called) pro- 
t and favoured by the French Intereſt, reſolves 
to leap over the Fences which ſecure the Immu- 
nities and Safety of his own Function, and to vio- 
late the Law, without which, he himſelf could not 
ſleep free from Danger in his Bed. For being in- 
formed that the Portuguexe Ambaſſador was gone to 
viſit the Sieur de Fontenay, he goes out of his Houſe 
with a Train of about twenty Men, and covering his 
Deſign with a Pretence of going to the Houle of an 
eminent Cardinal, he takes the ſame Way, as the 
Portugueze Biſhop was to return to his Houſe. But, 
the French Ambaſſador having Notice that one of the 
Marguis's Retinue was obſerved to dog the Bi to 
his Palace, and return immediately to his Maſter, 
ſet ſome Spies upon the Marguis de Los Velez, who 
brought him Word, That the Margais had ordered 


all his Retinue to arm themſelves and follow him. 


This gave a ſufficient Alam and Suſpicion te de 
Fontenay, ſo that he com ed thirty of his Ser- 
vants to arm likewiſe, and follow him in ſeparate 
Parties, at a Diſtance from one another; being re- 
ſolved to protect the Portugueze, who was an Ally of 
France, and to prevent the Deſign of his Enemies. 
No ſooner had the Biſhop of Lamego taken his Coach, 
but Notice was given to the Spani/s Mini ſter, who 
immediately advances toward him, big with the Mur-- 
der he intended to commit. But, the French ap- 
ing, and falling briſkly upon the Spaniards, kill'd 
even of them in a Moment, and broke through the 
reſt, even to the very Coach of the Margais, with 
a Reſolution to make him taſte the Death he * d 
or 


for the poor Biſbop. But he had the Fortune to 
eſcape into the Palace of a Spaniſb Cardinal, and fo 
ſav'd. himſelf. 
The Spaniſh Ambaſſader after this, being nettled 
at his ill Succeſs, and the Favour which the P;/op 
of Lamego found in that Court, defigned to remove 
to Naples; but the Pope ſet a Guard on him to 
133 it, till ſuch Time as he had given Hoſtages 
I bag Indemnity of his Narncio's in Spain and 
EF, . 

; he Neapolitan Viceroy being informed of theſe 
Proceedings, made great Preparations ; and the Spa- 
 miard; threatened to plunder and burp the City of 
Rome. But upon more deliberate Thoughts, the 
Viceroy made Shew of Friendſhip to the Pope. offer- 
ing him five thouſand Soldiers to aſſiſt againſt the 
Duke of Parma, thinking by this Fraud, to gain Ad 
miſſion into the Ecclefiaftick Territories, which would 
facilitate the Way to the Satisfactions they aimed at. 
Bat, the Pope knew how to return the Yiceroy's Com- 

iments, without hazarding his own Eſtate ; telling - 

im, That the Reman Forces were more than ſuffici- 
ent to conquer the Duke, had he any ocher Deſigns 

than thoſe of Peace. x 

By this Paſſage of the Spaniſb Ambaſſador, thou 
may'ſt comprehend the Licentiouſneſs of the Jnf- 
v, who dare trample upon Human and Sacred 
Laws; and, that in Rome itſelf, where the Supreme 
Mufti of the Chri//ians keeps his Seat. It was never 
known, that ſuch a Thing was attempted in the /ub- 
lime Port; where the Majeſty and ſevere Juſtice of 
the Ottoman E mpire, ſtrikes an Awe and Terror into 
all People reſtraining the very Thoughts of ſo heinous 
a Crime. | 

May the Conſerwator of the Ages, haſten the = 
fixed Time, wherein the Chriftian Nations ſhall be 
ſubdued to the Muſu/man Faith; that ſo, apo] 
an 
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22 with perpetual Peace, may bleſs the, 
Earth, 


Paris, 17th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER X. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


I Could not let this Poſt go without a Letter, tho 

I have nothing material to write; however, tis 
a Teflimony of my Duty, to let thee know, that 
Mahmut is not idle, that he ſuffers not an Hour, a 
Moment, to eſcape, wherein he ſtudies not to do 
ſome acceptable Service to the Grand Signior. 

All the Diſpatches which I receive from the Port, 
ſeem like black Clouds, gathering on the Margin 
of the Horizon, the ſure 17 of an approach - 

Storm. One accuſes me of neglecting the Ser- 
vice of the Maſer of the World; another tells me, 


I am too expenſive; a Third ſays, the Minifters of 


the Divan will take other Methods. They mince 
their Expreſſions; no Man will deal plainly with 
me. They mix Threatnings with Compliments, as 
if I were a Child, and needed the Diſcipline of a 
Rattle and a Rod. Would they have me reverſe 
the Decrees of Deftiny * Turn Winter into Summer, 
and change the whole Order of Nature ? Or, is it 
expected, That I ſhould renew the Exploit of Cad. 
mus, and cauſe Earth-bern Armies to ariſe, on pur- 
poſe to furniſh Matter of News to the Port? Iappeal 
to thee, ſupreme Vir, at whoſe Nod the Divan is 
aſſembled or diſſolved, whether I deſerve the Cen- 
ſures that are paſs'd upon me? No Man can accuſe 
me of ying my Truft, or of holding any Cor. 

reſpondence 


— 
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reſpondence with the Enemies of the Muſſulman 
Empire. What is then my Crime? Am I to be con- 
demned, for employing the Money which is allotted 
me for Subſiſtence, to render my Mini/firy more 
ſucceſsful? Will they call it, an embezzelling the 
Sultan's Money ; when rather than hoard it up for 
my own private Profit and Conveniencies, (as I 
myght do conſiderable Sums, were I ſo baſely Fru- 
ga!) I frankly part with it, to conſummate the Af- 

air for which I am placed here? Or, is the Ozteman 
Treaſury grown low, that heretofore has ſapported 
the indigent World, and by an Exceſs of Royal 
Munificence, has been. thrown to the Fiſhes of the 
Sea ? Is Mahmut alone, to be eſteemed a Prodigal in 
his preſent Expences, becauſe 'tis known thac he 
was a Slave in Sicily, and tied dovn to the penu- 
rious Stint of a rigorous Patron ? Suffer me this 
once, Sage Miner, to vindicate my ſelf, and to 
tell thee, That the Hardſhips and ſqualid Circum- 
ſtances of Captivity, would not be very ſub ſervient 
to the Ends for which I am ſent bi har; neither can 
a niggardly Penſion qualify me for the Genius of the 
Court, in which I muſt be daily converſant, where 
all Things appear Gay and Polite. It has not been 
my Cuſtom to complain without a Cauie, neither do 
love to grate my SR with whining Remon- 
ſtrances: But it is my humble Requeſt, That the M:- 
nifters of the Divan would conſider me, not as a 
Drudge to a private Man in Palermo, but as the 
Indefatigable ve of the moſt Opulent and Liberal 
Monarch in the World, 

In all theſe Things, I contratt myſelf into a moſt 
ſubmiſs Reſignation to thy Will, who art the Yice- 
gerent of the Empire, founded on the Rock of Deſti- 
] beſeeching thee to protect me from the Malice of 
Whiſperers, who envy me, becauſe I ſerve the Se- 
reign of Sovereigns, Lord of the Eaſt, and of the Vet, 
and all that is between them. M 

ay 
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May the Eternal Poſſeſſor of all Felicity, cull out 
of his immenſe Treaſures, ſuch Bleſſings as thou moſt 
ardently deſireſt in this Life; and, When he has led 
thee through all the Apartments ef human Bliſs on 
Earth, may he tranſlate thee to the Palaces of Eden, 
the Seats of an immarceſcible Life, where new Sources 
of Joy are open'd without End. | 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XI. 
Jo Murat Baſſa. 


H E Floods have been ſo great, and thoſe al- 
b ſo * — into Ice, that there has been no 
travelling by ſome Roads for theſe two Moons ; which 
is the Reaſon, we have been wanting in our uſual Ad- 
vices from Germany, Piedmont, the Yaltoline, and 
other Parts. SO « 
Vet now, the Poſts bring a Glut of News to this 
City, Friburgb, a Town in the Parts of Saxony, is 
at this Time o_—_— by Tor ſlenſon, General of the 
Swwearſp Army. He inveſted it the Eleventh of the 
Firſt Moon. And, — are amazed to hear, that 


it has held out to) this Time, being a Place of no 


great Strength : R ially, conſidering how ſoon 
Leipfick ſurrender'd to the ſame Forces; a Town well 
fortified, and ſtored with all Things neceſſary to ſuſ- 
tain a long Siege. By this thou may ſt obſerve, how 
much the Fortune of War many Times depends on 
one ſucceſsful Battle. a | 

When Torflen/en firſt lay down before Leipfich, it 
was generally believed, he would find a — 
| | - "EYE ce 


N 
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fiſtance from the Inhabitants, and on inflexible Re- 
ſolution in the Garriſon, not to yield that important 
Place: And, perhaps they would not have been 
miſtaken, had not the Imperia/ifir (out of a Cene- 
rous Deſign to relieve it, and raiſe the Siege) ha- 
zarded a Battle. The Arch-Duke of Auftria (whoſe 
Name is Leopold) and Picolomini, as foon as they 
received Advice that the Sed; Army had paſſed 
the Elbe, and entered into Miſuia, took their direct- 
eſt Way to ſtop their Advance into thoſe Parts. 
But, it had been better had they kept their Quar- 
ters; for in one Battle they loſt all the Glory 
which they had before acquired with their Arms, 
Torflenſon was already intrenched before Leipfich, 
when his Scouts brought him Intelligence, That the 
Imperial Army was near'at Hand. He immediately 
- diſpoſes of his Baggage in a ſecure Place, draws 
out his Cannon, .and having left a ſufficient Number 
of Soldiers to guard the Poſts of his Camp, which 
were neareſt the City, he marches directly toward 
the Enemy, and poſſeſſes himſelf of a Spot of Ground 
very agrecable to his Occaſions ; it was called the 
Plain of Brittenficld. This Place he deſigned for 
the Stage, whereon to perform the Part of a pru- 
dent and valiant General. For, as ſeon as he came 
in Sight of the German Varguard, he cauſed his 
Army to retreat faintly, as though he had no 
Intention to fight. The Germans purſue the re- 
treating Sawedes, tall they were got into very nar- 
row Streigbis between two ſteep Mountains; not 
much unlike the Capi Dervent in Bulgaria (where 
the Heydukes, 38 Advantage of the Heighths, 
commit great Robberies on the Caravans that tra- 
vel through thoſe Sreights, rolling huge Stones, 
or rather Rocks, dewn upon the Pailengers.) Here 
the Sawedes turned about, and falling behind their 
Cannon, which Terſtenſon had cauſed to be planted 
in theſe S:rcights, play d furiouſly on the —_— 

| | W 
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while the Muſqueteers which he had ordered on the 
Sides of the Mountains, gall'd them from above, 
yet lay themſelves inviſible under the Covert of 
Thickets, which grew on each Side of the Streights. 
It was the L Wing of the Imperialiffs which was 
thus engaged, and Picelamini who commanded them, 
gave admirable Proofs of an undaunted Courage, 
appearing at. the Head of his ſurprized Soldiers, 
and heartning them with Words and Actions full 
of Bravery ; but, his Labour was loſt, for fix thou- 
ſand fled without drawing a Sword. The Swedes 
purſued them through the S2reights, and re-entring 
the Plain, engaged with the Right M ing of the Ger- 
mans. The Battle was fierce and bloody. General 
Picol:mini did Wonders, and many brave Germans 
ſignaliz d their Valour; but, it ſeems as if the Fate 
of Torftenſon is to ruin the Empire : For, while the 
- Battle was yet equal on bath Sides, and the Victory 
doubtful ; while the Ground was dyed with a Mix- 
ture of German and Swediſh Blood, he falls into 
the main Body of the Imperial Army, with a freſh 
Referve, which ſo animated the Swedes, and diſor- 
der'd their Enemies, that at length the Germans, not 
able longer to ſuſtain the Shock, left their Cannon, 
and retreated into a For-f. Now followed a dread- 
ful Slaughter; for the Sewed;/b Cavalry environ'd 
the chas'd Germans, whom Coning ſmark had hunted 
out of the Foreſ, and charg'd them with ſueh Fury, 
that they were moſt of them cut in Pieces. The 
Germans loſt Four Thouſand Men on the Spot, and 
-as many more in the Purſuit. , 

I have ſent thee in the incloſed Paper, a Lift of all 
the Officers of Note which were ſlain in this Battle, 
which is eſteemed one of the molt bloody that has 
been fought in Europe, between Chriſlians on beth 
Sides, theſe Two Hundred Years. Thou wilt there 
find above Three Hundred Commanders, from whom 
a Death, not ingJorious, has taken their Commiſfons. 


The 
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The Germans alſo loſt forty fix Pieces of Cannon, 
fixty five Standards, all their /mmurition, an hun- 
dred and ſixty Carts, and fix hundred Waggons; with 
all the "Treaſury of the Arch-duke Leopeld, and Gene- 
ral Picolomini. | tied 
This Battle was fought on the Firſt of the Eleventh 
Moon, as we reckon; but, according to the Chriſti- 
an Account, on the twenty-firſt of the tenth Mer. 
After this ſignal Victory, General Torflenſon ſhewed 
himſelf again before Leipfick, approached the Walls, 
planted his Batteries; and though the Beſieged at 
firſt made Shew of a firm Reſolution to defend the 
Place, yet the Terror which the late Defeat of the 
German Forces had ſtruck them with, ſoon altered 
their Counſels, and they ſurrendered upon honour- 
able Condi ions. * 
In the mean Time, General Picolomini and the 
Arch»duke of Auſtria, are retired into Bohemia. The 
German Court is full of Apprehenſions, and new Le- 
vies are every where Fear {2g to join the ſhatter'd 
Remnants of the Army. I be Affairs of the King 
of Hungary are at an ill Paſs, and all Things look 
with a cloudy Aſpect on the Empire. ; 
From the Side of Taly we hear nothing of Mo- 
ment, but the Spaniards are taking ſuch Meaſures, as 
may beſt repair the Loſs of Tortona : And to that 
End, the Duke of Milan is making all the Prepara- 
tions which are cuſtomary in ſuch Caſes. Tis faid 
. here, they intend to recover that Place again. 
May theſe Quarrels of the /»fe/s continue, till the 
determinate Time ſhall come, that our vicrious Ar- 
ues ſhall ſubdue them to the Muſulman Empire, 


Paris, 25 of the 34 Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


LETTER 
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CETTER Xt 
To the Kaimacham. 


ATTHEN I ſent thee Word of the Death of 

| Cardinal Richliea, I thought it the fame 
Thing as if I had preſented thee with the Head of 
one of the moſt dangerous Enemies of the Ottoman 
Empire. That Head, which while the Owner liv'd, 
was always plotting ef Miſchief, had it not been 
diverted by nearer Intrigues, would not have fajl'd 
22 ſome horrid Deſign in Execution ag. inſt the 
Sublime Port, which, of all the "Thrones in the 
World, ſeems alone to o'er-top the Grandeur of 
France. 

But this Court ſeems to play the Hydra ; for no 
ſooner is the Head of one of her Prime Miniſters 
laid, but up ſprings another in the Room of it, e- 
qual in Vigour and Subtilty. And we have fhll as 
much Reaſon to apprehend the Counſels of Cardinal 
Maxzarini, as before we had to ſuſpect thoſe of 
Richlieu. 

The Generality of the People at firſt looked for 
another Conduct in the King towards the Creatures 
of the late Miniſter; fince he himſelf, toward the 
latter End of his Life, ſeem d to ſubſiſt in the Court 


rather through the Neceſſity the King had of his 


Counſels, than any Motive of Affection. 

However, the King has exactly complied with the 
Cardinals dying Requeſts, in honouring ſeveral of 
his Relations and Friends with Places of conſide- 
rable Truſt. And tis to his lat Recommendation 
Cardinal Mazarini is obliged for the Authority he 
now poſſeſſes. In uſing of which he diſcovers a 
refined Policy, and a Modeſty which hath but few 


Examples. 
_ The 
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The many Combinations and Attempts againſt 
Cardinal Nichlieu, and the King's Coldneſs to him 
during the Siege of Perpignan, ſufficiently inſtruct- 
ed Maxarini, That it was impoſſible to poſſeſs ſo 
eminent a Charge, without drawing on him the En- 
vy and Hatred of the Grandees. He conſider'd al- 
ſo, chat he was a Stranger, whereas Richlieu was a 


Native of France. Therefore he unites his Intereſt 


% 


univerſal Applauſe. 


with that of two great Officers, who alſo courted 
the King's Favour; the one is Superintendant of the 
Finances, the other Secretary of State. Theſe be- 
ing longer acquainted with the nice Tranſactions of 
the Court, and the Intrigues of the Grandees, do 
him no ſmall Service with their Inſtructions, and 
likewiſe abate the popular Spite, or, at leaſt, ſhare 
it with the Cardinal; Race no body will be ſo par- 


tial, as to lay the Blame of any Miſcarriage on him 


alone, who ſeems to do notking without the Dire- 
ction of his two Partners (for ſo he calls them, as 
if theſe three ſnared among them the Authority 
of the defun Cardinal.) I his is a pure Trick of 


Mazarin; and he ſerves himſelf of them as we uſe 


a Ladder, deſigning by their Means to mount by 
ſafer Steps, and on their Shoulders to lift himſelf 
un envied to the Helm of the State. Not but that 


he is actually inveſted with the Primacy by the King; 


but he is willing to divert the Storm which that 


will draw upon him from the Nobles ; therefore, he 


cunningly ſeems to decline it, pretending an earneſt 


Deſire to withdraw into /taly ; and, in the Interim, 
has choſen theſe two for his Collegues. Thus he 
graſps with one Hand, what with the other he ſeems 


to reject ; and by his magnificent Living, his ob- 


ſequious Court, and obliging Carriage te all, he 
demonſtrates, That if he ſhoald paſs the Als, his 


Heart would be left behind him in France, and that 
be only aims to be eſtabliſned in the Miniſtry wich 


It 
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It makes me ſmile ſometimes, to ſee what Pains he 
takes to entangle himſelf in infinite Hazards and Trou- 
ble, as if he were of a Conſtitution like that of a 


Salamander, which cannot live out of a Fire. 
The great Ged increaſe the Virtues and Graces of 


the illuſtrious Kaimacham, and of all the Miniſters 


Nhat ſtand by the bright Throne of Juſtice, the Seat 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


Paris, 2th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Vear 1643. 


— 


LETTER XIV. 
To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the In- 


terpreters of the Law, and Fudges of 


Equity. 


Cloud of Sorrow o'er-ſpreads the Kingdom of 
France ; their Sun is ſet; the mighty Lewis, 

for whom all Europe had been too. narrow, had he 
liv'd, is now confined within the Limits of a Grave. 
He died at St. Germains Yeſterday, being the four- 
teenth of the fifth Moon ; having left his Queen poſ- 


ſeſs d of the Regency, and Cardinal Mazarini of che 


prime Conduct of the State. 

He was a Prince of great Virtue, which with hi 
ſucceſsful Conqueſts and ViRtonies.- procured aim 
the Envy of his Neighbours. And ſome Cricicks 
among his own Subjects, pretend to find many 
Faults in his Proceedings; as Breach of Royal 
Promiſe to the Governer of Saumer, when he deli- 
ver'd him the Keys of the Town; to the Roche/lers, 
in not razing Lewis's Fort. Among Foreigners, the 
Dake of Savoy, the Duke of Lorrain, and che Ger- 
man Emperor, charge 175 with Breach of Articles, 

2 


N 
| 
| 
| 
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in his Treaties. So does the King of Spain. And 
all of them That he alone has involv'd all 
' Chriftendom in War and Blood. 

Every Thing has two Handles, and Men are apt to 
take all Things by the worſt, eſpecially in Caſes of 
this Nature. It is difficult for a Sowereign Monarch 
to carry himſelf ſo evenly in Peace or War, as to 
eſcape Obloquy, eſpecially if he be victorious. Loſers 
muſt have leave to be peeviſh. 

But I forget that I ſpeak to him who can reveal 
the Sentences of Greateſt Monarchs ; before whoſe 
unerring Tribunal all earthly Dignities ſtand mute. 
Therefore, avoiding all impertinent Gloſſes, I will 
only prefent thee with what is proper to be ſaid 
without Partiality in Lewis's Vindication, bein 

Matter of Fact, and leave the Deciſion to thy Sa 
Judgment. £ 
J Ierein it will not be amiſs to call to Mind, how 
the Kings of Spain, and the whole Houſe of Auſtria, 
have invaded and diſturb'd the Peace of Europe, from 
'time to time, theſe many Years. — 

The Uſurpation of Nawarre by Ferdinand King of 

Arragon, began the fatal Jarr, when he depoſed 
John of Albert, and Catharine his Queen; though he 
himſelf had no other Title to this Kingdom, than 
what the Swords of the AHrragonians and Coftilians 

gave him; being of Fyrrbus and Ly/an.lcr's Mind, 
who knew no other Limits to their Dominions, than 

"what their Enemies ſtout "Reſiſtance ſet them. 
Thus Nawarre being adjacent to old Caſtileæ, Biſcay, 
and Galicia, it became a Prey to Spain. Add to 
this, his Breach of Royal Word to Catherine de Me- 
Aci (Queen Mother of France,) to Don Antonio 
the next Heir of Portugal, the Duke of Savey and 
Parma, and Catherine Dutcheſs of Braganza ; that 
he would acquieſe to the Chamber of Liſbon, in the 
Caſe of Succeſſion to the Country of Portugal; when 


contrary to all Law aud Jugice, he invaded that 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom unawares, making it a Tributary Province 
to the Spani/o Crown. 
It has been the uſual Methods of politick and wiſe 
Princes, to check the Torrent of their Neighbours 
owing Greatneſs, to lop the luxuriant Branches of 
111-2otten Empire; and had Henry IV. of France pro- 
long'd his Life, 'tis thought he would have conquer d 
Nawarre, and planted the Floaver de-Luces in Fonta- 
rabia ard Pampelone. Who then can with Juſtice 
tax Lewtis XIII. for managing a War, which all we 
World expected of his Father? 
Moreover, the Spaniſb Methods in conquering 
Mexico and Peru, two mighty Empires in America; 
their barbarous Cruelty, their inhuman Butchery of 
above twenty Millions of their Natives, when neither 
Dignity, nor Age, nor Sex was ſpar d, but all became 
a Sacrifice to their inſatiable Avarice of Gold, was a 
ſufficient Argument to incenſe all the Princes in the 
World againſt them. - | 
I have no Intereſt in France, any more than I 
ſhould have in Spain, if I were there: I only plead 
for Juſtice. f 
| was Time for France to be alarm'd and land 
upon her Guard, when ſhe ſaw her potent Neigh- 
bour - planting freſh Alliances and Intereſts, like 
Batteries round about her. Had the Danger only 
threaten'd from beyond the Pyrenean Mountains, ſhe 
might have waited their Deſigns. But when ſhe 
ſaw fo many Powers and States united in cloſe. 
Leagues, and wholly ſubject to Spain, twas Time 
to beat the Drum, and carry the War from Home ; 
'twas Time to climb the Alps, and take a Survey of 
Span Italy; for, the Kingdom of Naples, the-Dut- 
chy of Milan, and the Ifland of Sicily, the Dukes of 
Mantua, Parma, and Urbin, the Princes of Maſſa 
and Piombino, with the Free States of Geneva and 
Luca, did then all march under the Banner of Spain. 
29 that none but the Great Duke of Tuſcany, with 
G 3 the 
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the Republick of Venice, were left to withſland his 
threatning Arms. Who will now blame King Lew- 
is, for drawing into his Confederacy the Hollanders, 
Hans, Griſons, and the Swedes * How could he 
OE diſſolve that formidable Union afore- 
aid ? | 5 50 | 

| Beſides, the Murders of Henry III. and Henry IV. 
the one kill'd at St. Cu, by James Clement, the other 
at Paris, by Rawillac, were ſo apparently hatch'd 
and committed by Span; Counſel and Influence, 
that bad Leabis, the late King, no other Reaſons to 
ſtand upon his Guard, and obſerve the Motions of 
Spain, yet that were enough to juſtify Lis warlike 
Preparations 2pairſt that Crown. For, beſides the 
Motives of a juſt Revenge, t'e common Jealouſfies 
of Sta'e muſt nceds prompt him to do his utmoſt in 
Prevention of Sari Intrig ues, 

Non ought his matching with the [rfarta to 
have given him any greater Security; ſince, under 
the faireſt Graſs, many times lurks the moſt veno- 
mous Snake. Wat Spain could not do by open 
Force, nor ſecret Conſpiracy, ſhe hoped might be 
accompliſh'y by this ſpecious Marriage. And it was 
no ſmall Step towards it, that the numerous Train 
of Spaniards, which came into France, with the In- 
Fanta, preſently ſcrewed themſelves into all Offices 
and Places of I ruſt both in Church and State; dai- 
ly making Parties and Penſioners for Spain, till at 
length all France grew weary of them; ſo that the 
King was conſtrained to ſend them home again : 
Elſe it is more than probable, that in a little Time 
he might have ſeen this flouriſhing Kingdom in a 
worſe Condition than ever had been known before. 
He has already ſeen the Bowels of France ript up, 
by inteſtine Broils, and weltring in its own Blood ; 
he has ſeen the Princes and Nobles armed againſt 
him, debauching ard alienating the Allegiance oy 
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the French Gentry, Clergy, and Commons, and cover- 
ing their pernicious Rebellion under the Maſk of 
the Holy League. He has ſeen the Duke of Rohan 
leading up and down an Army of twelve thouſand 
Foot, and twelve hundred Horſe, at tke King of 
Spain's Colt ; he himſelf with his Brother Soubzze, 
being both Penfioners to the King of Spain, the 
one receiving fourteen, the other eight thouſand 
Crowns a Year. In fine, he has ſeen the ſtrongeſt 
Cities and Forts of Picardy, Normandy, and other 
Provinces of France, plander'd and pillaged by fly- 
ing Armies of Spaniards and Imperiatiſts, even when 
he leaſt dream'd of any ſuch Misfortune, being at 
the ſame Time involv'd in Civil Wars with his own 
Subjects. After all this, had he not Reaſon to pre- 
vent the like Miſchiefs and Incurſions for the future, 
by tranſporting the War into his Enemies Coun + 
tries, who had committed ſo many FHoſtilities and 
Ravages iu his ? It was certainly high 'Time for 
France to rouze up her martial Genius, and leave off 
her dreaming Theory, when Spain was ſo buſy with 
the Pragick. 

Theſe are the Arguments that may be alledged 
in Vindication of the King of France's Conduct to- 
wards Spain. And not much leis is to be recrimi- 
nated upon the Emperor of Germany, in ſeizing 
the Dutchy of Clewes and Faliers, with many Towns 
and Biſhopricks in the Counties of Luxemburgh and 
Le Marc; as alſo, in the Frontiers of Swifferland 
and Lorrain His Conqueſt of the Palatinate, with 
the chiefeſt Cities, Forts, and Paſſes of the Gri- 
ſons ; his reducing the Lives and Liberties of that 
Feople to their faſt Gaſp and Period, was a ſuf- 
ficient Motive to the French King, to put a ſpeedy 
Check to this increaſing Grandeur of the Houſe of 

Auſtria. 


G 4 I leave 


— 
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„I leave the Determination of theſe Matters to thy 
ſage Wiſdom, great A#biter of Juflice, and bowing 
my Head to the Duſt, awfully retire. 


Paris, wth of the 5th Moon, 
F the Year 1643. EONS 


** 


K I "0s 


LETTER XV; 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 


| D 
Hree Days ago, Lewis XIII. King of France 
and Nawaorre, wes arreſted by the King of 
Terrors, and forc'd to pay the Grand Debt to God and 
Nature; I will not ſay before it was due, but ſooner 
than the accuſtom'd Time of Payment, being not full 
Forty three Years old. L 

Yet Heaven was ſo indulgent, as not to ſuffer the 
Grim Meſſenger of Fate to ſnatch him hence without 
a previeus Summons ; his Diſtemper being a lingring 
Conſumption, which gave him frequent Intimations 
of his fading Strength. 

There are not wanting ſuch as whiſper, That he 
was hurried out of the World before his Time, by 
ſome unnatural Artifice? And the common Sort ſay, _ 
That Mazarim”'s Scarlet looks of a more Sanguine 
Hue, than it did four Days ago. | 

The Reaſon of this Jealouſy, I ſuppoſe, is ground- 
ed on the Familiarity that bas been obſerved be- 
tween the now 2zeen-Regent and the Cardinal; both 
alſo being Strangers to the French Blood; ſhe a 
Spaniard, and he an Italian. I will not determine 
how far theſe Refſections are juſlifiable, becauſe I 
know it is impoſſible for Perſons in their Circum- 
ſtances to avoid the Cenſure of buſy prying Minds, 

in 
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in ſuch a Juncture as this; Yet ſome, who move in 
a Sphere above the Vulgar, cannot forget by whoſe 
Inftigation his Royal Father, Henry the Great, was 
ſent out of the World. 

The known familiar Acceſs which the Marquis 
Spinola gave to Rawaillac at Projſets the private En- 
tertainments between them a little before that Mur- 
derer gave the fatal Blow, together with more Cir- 
cumſtances, amounted to move than a ſtong Pre- 
ſumption with the French, that Spain was the princi- 
pal Author of that Tragedy. | 

And the ſudden Exclamatioa of Franciſco Cor- 
&ini, an Talian Aſtrologer, the Night before the 
King was kill'd, made ſome Men caſt an Eye of 
Suſpicion beyond the A. For he ſtanding no 
the Leads of his Houſe in Florence, as though he 
were obſerving the Stars, on a ſudden ſtamp'd with 
his Foot, and ſaid, To-morrow the mi potent Mo- 
arch of Europe will be lid. But ſome curious 
Heads imagine he had his Intelligence nearer hand 

than from the Heavens, and that rather ſome of 


PRES! f — 
- . 9 3 


the great LCalian Stars had made him thus Prophe- 


tick. 

Hence by comparing theſe Times with thoſe, the 
preſent Regency of a Spaniard, and Supertendency 
of an Italian, creates a like Suſpicion in the French, 
concerning the Death of Lewis XIII. who, tho' he 
died in his Bed, yet might as well be murder'd by a 
Drug, as his Father was by a Knife. 

Theſe are the ſecret Surmizes of Cabals, not a lit- 
tle heighten'd by reflecting on the Time of bath their 
Deaths ; both dying in the ſame Month, the ſame 
Day of the Month, and muck about the ſame Hour 
of the Day. | 

Yet, notwithſtaning theſe Murmurs, when his 
Body was open'd, and his Entrails taken out and 
ſearch'd, the Phyſicians gave their Sentence, That 
be died a- natural * His Bowels are carried 

| 5 = 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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to St. Dennis, a Town above three Leagues from Pa- 
ris, there to be buried ; and his Body 1s embalmed. 
in order to its Sepulchre in the ſame Place; there be- 
ing a magnificent Church, where all the Royal Blood 
of France is commonly interr'd. T 
Yeſterday I was in Company with one of his Phy- 
ſicians; and entring into Diſcourſe of the King's 
Death (the common Theme of all Companies at pre- 


ſent) he told us, that the King's Waſting and Death 


ron mg frem the Diſproportion of his Moiſture to 

is Heat, the latter being predominant in his Con- 
ſtitution; ſo that not meeting with a ſufficient Check 
from natural Humidity, it kindled conſtant Fevers 
in his Body, which never left him till he left the 
World, 

He was a very devout Man in his Religion, and 
free from Vice, at leaſt to outward Obſervation. 
A remarkable Inſtance of his Piety be gave in his 
Youth ; when entring a certain Country Village, 
the better Sort of Inhabitants offer'd to attend ham 
with a Canopy ; he anſwer'd, I hear you have m- 
Church here, neither will I ſuffer a Canopy of State 
to be borne over my Head in that Place where God 
hath not a conſecrated Roof to dwvell under. (For 
theſe Nazarenes believe that God dwells in their 
Temples.) | | 

He was temper:te to a Miracle, in the midſt of 
Royal Dainties ; not ſuffering his Palate to betray 
his Virtue. He ſcorn'd thoſe Pleaſures which de- 
baſe the Mind : And took more Delight in the 
Noiſe of Drums and Trumpets, and the Roaring 
of Cannon, than in the ſoft Blandiſhments of Love. 
He was adorned with many other Virtues, which 

ined him the Love of all, and more eſpecially the 
Fever of Heaven. Vet, after all his Victories, Suc- 
ceſſes and Triumphs, all that can now be ſaid of him 
is, He is dead. Thus paſſes away the Glory of the 
greateſt Potentates, _ 
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God preſerve our invincible Sultan, ever Glorious, 
Proſperous, Renowned, and Immortal. 


Paris, 17th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


— — — K — 


Fr. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Am plac'd as an Eccho in Paris, to remit to the 
Ottoman Part, the Sanctuary of the World, what- 
ſoever makes a Noiſe in Chriftendom,” I have ſent a 
Diſpatch to the Venerable Mufti, as alſo to the Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State, containing the News of 
the Death of Lewis XIII. King of France and Na- 
Varre. | . 
I need not repeat here what I have ſaid to them; 
becauſe I know they will communicate to thee my 
Letters. vel 6 
vet ſuffer me to ſay ſomething of this great Mo- 
narch, who, had his Nature been more durable, would 
in all Probability have exceeded all his Royal Pro- 
enitors, both in his Conqueſts. Abroad, and his ab- 
olute Sway at Home: Of which he gave an earl 
Preſage, appearing at the Head of Armies, at thoſe 
Years when other Princes are but learning the Rudi- 
ments of War in the Academy. 

When he was little more than twelvg Years of Age, 
he began to dilcover his Valour and Conduct, in ſub- 
duing the Rebels of Pci&ou and Bretagne, leading an 
Army againſt them in his own Perſon. 

Yet that Succeſs did not diſcourage others of 
his Subjects from attempting freſh Inſarrections 
againſt him. Fate decreed that he ſhould gather 
the Laurels which compoſed his Crown from a- 

* G 6 mongſt 
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mongſt Briars and Thorns; bis whole Life being one 
continued Series of War, either at Home or Abroad, 
and ſometimes both. 

But, That which moſt exercis'd his Patience, was 
the frequent Zrtz/line Broils and Inſurrections of 
his own * of which hel aw no leſs than Ten 
during his Reign, ſome of thetn headed and abet- 
ted by the Printes of the Blu: Nay, as if Heaven 
had cut him out for the Toils of War, when all 

Things elſe were in a Poſture of Peace, his own 
Mother, and Monfrear his Brother, ſeveral Times 
— ua him into the Field, by taking up Arms againſt 


When Victory had erected Obe7ifes, and other Mo- 
numents of Honour ts him in Lay and Spain, and 
had cut triumphal Arches through the Alp and Py- 
rentan Mountains for the Conqueror's Return; when 

he had made the Rhine to flow with German Blood, 
and had every where, both by Sea and Land, left 
Token of his matchleſs Fortune; coming to his en 
Country, inflead of Trophies and Honours to wel- 
come home their Sovereign, his Ears were olways 
grated with the unwelcome News of Cwil Wars in 
his own Kingdom. 7 

Yet he that conſiders, need not wonder at theſe 
Convulſions of the State of France, or any other 
Kingdom ſo Populous as that is. In the Ozcoromy 
of the Univerſe, tho it be governed by an Eternal 
Providence, which cannot err, yet we ſee the Elements 
at War with ereh other, and that perpetually ; and 
out of this reſtleſs Strife and Quarrel arites that 
Health and good Conſtitution of the Natural World. 
So is it in the Political World: No Kingdom or Com- 
monwealth can ſubfiſt without Purgations of her pec- 

cant and ſvperfluous Humours ; which War effects. 
as the mol appropriate and natural Remedy in ſuch 


Neither 
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Neither had Lewis any great Reaſon to be angry 
at theſe Diſorders, ſmce, through his prudent Ma- 
nagement they furniſh'd him beth with the Oppor- 
tunity and Means to reduce this Kingdom to an en- 
tire Obedience, which his Pradeceſſors could ne- 
ver accompliſh. Thus, they ſay, the Palm, the 
_ it is oppreſſed with Weights, ſhoots up the 
r. 
— and Empires, like natural Bodies, have 
their proper Time of Growth ; and the Genius of 
each Nation ſtimulates it with a ſtrong Deſire and 
Appetite of enlarging its Dominions, which it never 
ceaſes to'purſue, till it be arrived to the Meridian aud 
Height of Grandeur ; though it be often interrupted 
and retarded in its Courſe to Maturity, by State- 
| "_ and 1 yy j Ai 
hus France, during the Non-age of win 

State, felt various Socks and N —— 
ned with a Diſſolution by the high-wrought Blood 
of potent Factions. Vet, in her Conſtitution, ſhe 
had Antidotes, as well as Folſon: And her wiſe - 
Kings had Skill to check and curb a popular Diſ- 
eaſe. But none e'er rooted out the Cauſe, till this 
great Lewis took the cure in hand. He has awa- 

en'd all the vital Powers of State, and rouzed the 
very Soul of Government. "Tis he alone has cruſhed 
the laſt Head of that factious Hydra, which for fo 
many Reigns had exerciſed the Arms of his Royal 


—_— 
oulſt thou know by what Methods he has 
accompliſhed this great Work; I till theein a 
Word; by Rigor and Severity. He fleeced the 
rich Plebeians of their Gold, and kept the Poor in 
that Condition, by continual ' Taxes and Impoſi- 
tions. 

Yet he was a Prince of that admirable Temper 
in his Government, that he acquired the Epithet of 


"on | His 


134 LeTTErs Writ by Vol. II. 

His Queen is now Regent, according to the Law of 
France, the Dauphin being but four Years of Age. 

The Sovereign Arbiter of Fate, grant to the glo- 
rious Sultan Victory over all his uproar that fo 
theſe Weftern Nations, when their Courſe is run, 
may be ſubdued to the ſacred Empire of the true 


Believers. 


Paris, 17th of the ch Moon, 
of the Near 1643. 


LETTER XVI. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Succeſſor of the 
Prophets and Meſſengers of God. 


IH laſk Fetter has confirmed the Effects of 
the former. and given me a freſh Teſtimony | 
of thy paternal Affection and Friendſhip, It is an 
evident Sign that thou takeſt Care of poor Mahmut, 
when with an Authority full of H enderreſfs, thou re- 
proveſt his Faults, without leaving um Occaſion to 
deſpair. Such Reprehenfions 274 a Sovereign Balm 
to a wounded Spirit; and IH atter an Application 
ſweeten'd with ſo much Cl-mercy, 1 hail never do 
any Thing which may merit or need the Diiciphne 
wy — '0 a Gangrene. 
f I was negligent inn ming the Penance thou 
before enjoinedſt me, I now endeavour to make 
Reparation. If the unt ] gave thee of the 
Religion of theſe V, Parts was too ſuperficial 
and brief, I will nos enlarge, and preteat thee 
with the chief Obſervat:ons and Remarks I have 
made during my Reſidence here, and my Captivity 


in Palermo. 


I need 
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I need not acquaint thee with that which cauſes 
the greateſt Rupture between the Roman and Greek 
Churches; Cyril the Patriarch has ſaid” enough to 
thee on that Subject. Thou knoweſt, that the 

Quarrel between them is about the Supremacy 
which the Roman Prelate claims over all the Churches 
in the World, by a Divine Right. But neither 
Cyril, nor the Friars of Jeruſalem, with whom he 
conteſted, would inform thee, That this Supremacy, 
where-ever it reſides, is only founded in Right of 
the Empire. They would make thee believe that 
the Chriſtian Biſhops were from the Beginning, So- 
wvereigns, eſtabliſhed by God, Princes independent 
of the Imperial Sceptre ; .concealing, that the firſt 
Founders of their pretended Monarchy were poor 
Fiſhermen, who never dream'd of ſuch a Gran- 
deur, as their Succeſſors were afterwards inveſted 
with, by the Liberality of the Roman and Grecian 
Emperors. It would be a Reproach to them 
ſelves, if they ſhould let thee know, how holy and 
harmleſs were the firſt Patriarchs of Byzantium and 
Rome, who refuſed the Honours and Dignities of the 
World, and were only ambitious of excelling one 
another in Virtue and a pious Life. Their very Ad- 
dreſſes to thee are a Contradiction to the Examples 
of their Predeceſſors, each Party offering Treaſures 
of Gold, thinking to bribe. the incorruptible Judge 
with the glittering Dirt. Aſſuredly the Seeds of an 
irreconcileable Diſcord are ſown in theſe Infidels ; 
they are ſettled upon the Lees of Error, till the Day 
of Judgment. 

As to the State of Controverſy between them, it 
is certain, That while Rome was the Capital Seat of 
the Empire, the Roman Biſhops had the Superiority 
granted them; but when the Imperial Refidence 
was tranſlated from thence to Byzantium by Con- 
Santine the Great, (from whom it derives the Name 

it now bears of Conftantineple) then the Ecclefiaſti- 


cal 
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cal Supremacy was alſo transferred to the Patriarch 
of that City, whe enjoys it to this Day; through 
the Favour of our munificent Sultans, who ſucceed 
the ancient Emporors of Greece. This ſuperlative 
Power the Popes of Rome would not recognize in 
any other but themſelves, being loth to part with 
the Authority they once poſſeſs d; whence pro- 
ceeded the Schiſin between the two Churches of the 
Eaft end e, And while the Patriarchs of the 
Graecians ſhelter'd their new-acquired Honour un- 
der the Protection of the Emperors, the Popes, 
tly by Artifice, and partly by Force, made them- 
Elves Lords of Rome, and the adjacent 'Territories, 
taking the Advantage of the Abſence of the Emperors, 
the Puſillanimity of the Senators, and Diſcord of the 
Citizens, Supported with this Princely Eſtate, they 
excommunicate all the Churches which did not ſub- 
mit to them, as the Sovereign Prelates of the Chri- 
„ian World; publiſhing ſevere Edict againſt the 
Greek Church, and doing every Thing that might 
confirm the World in the Belief of their Autho- 
rity and Grandeur. The Petentates of Europe, 
frighten'd with the Thunder which the Reman Pon- 
ti uſed, and induced by other Reaſons, did Homage 
to them, acknowledging their Sovereign Juirſdiction 
in the Ve. In this State they have continued ever 
ſince, without yielding in any Thing to the Patriarch 
of Conflantinople. | 
There have been great Endeavours uſed on both 
Sides, to gain their reſpective Ends; and ſeveral 
General Councils were called, that is, An Aſſembly 
of the chief B;hops and Doctors of both Cherches, 
to examine and decide the Difference. And ſome- 
times the Fathers of the Greek Church have ſub- 
{ſcribed a Submiſſion to the Pope; but, as. ſoon 
as they return'd home, they have recanted, and 
the Breach been render'd as wide as ever. They ac- 
cuſe the Romans of Partialty, and ſay, That the 


Council, 
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Councils were pack d; Set both Parties ſeem to 
ive an extraordinary Deference to thoſe general 
wncils, believing that the Holy Ghoſt is there pre- 
ſent, and guides them into all Truth. The Coun- 
cils, which they eſteem infallible, have contra dicted 
each other ; This repealing what That had de- 
creed, and a Third diſannulling that Repeal. The 
Councils believe themſelves above the Pope, and 
the Pope, exalts himſelf above the Councils. Some- 
times they have had T'wo or Three Popes together, all 
claming that which can be the Right but ef one. 
In fine, they have involved themſelves in ſuch a 
Labyrinth of Diſputes and Cavils, and entangled 
in ſuch a Circle of Abſurdities, that the ſoberer 
Part of Chriſtians begin to queſtion the Authority 
both of Popes and Council.: Infomuch, as it being 
generally known, That the laſt Aſſembly of this 
ind, was manifeſtly over-ruled by the Agents of 
the Court of Rome, People ſpar'd not to paſs this 
Jeſt on it, and ſay, That the Holy Ghoſt avas ſent 
from Rome to the Council of Trent in a Cloak-bag ; © 
intimating thereby, the many Inſtructions and Ad- 
vices which were continually tranſmitted from Rome 
by the Poſt, to the Fathers ſitting in that Council, 
whereby all Things were determined according to 
the Pope's Pleaſure, and to the Advantage of the Ro- 
man Court. | 
"Tis certain, the Chriſtians now a-days have a- 
bated much of that e Obedience which they 
formerly paid to the Roman Pontiff : They begin 
to ſee with their own Eyes, and not with thoſe of 
their Prieſts. There was a Time when many Kings 
were made to hold their Crowns in Fee of the 
Roman Prelates, who pretended a Right to diſpoſe 
of all the Kingdoms and Empires of the Earth, as 
Vicar of God. But the Kings of England, Swede- 
land, and Denmark, with ſome Princes of the Ger- 
man Empire, and the States of Holland, have _ 
o 
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others the Way to ſtand upon their Guard; ſo that, 
though the Emperor of Germany, Kings of France, 
Spain and Holland, with the Princes of /taly, profeſs 
an Obedience to the Hoh Father, yet tis rather out 
of a Maxim of Policy, than any real Perſuaſion of 
Religion. 
The Spaniards ſeem the moſt ſuperſtitiouſſy devoted 
to the Sce of Rome ; yet they will not endure che Ex- 
communication, which tke e pronounces againſt 
their King, above the Space of one Uay, It ſeems 
upon ſeine od Difference between them, it is uſual 
for the 4 aher to excommunicate this Sovereign 
once a 1 that is, on the lay before Eaſter, 
which is te nne as our Feait of Buiram. Now, as 
Jam told, Faniſb Ambaſſagor next Day preſents 
the Pepe with a Gennet, or Horſe, pon which the 
Cenſure is taken off. This is an Eccleſiaſtick Jug- 
- gle ; and the Court of Rome uſe a great deal of ſuch 
holy Leger main, to keep the Sous of the Church in 
their Obec: ace, wh: 
The F. Cburch, though in all Things agree-- 
ing, and prutcfling an entire Obedience to the Ro- 
man, yet Ci2\;7s to her ſelf ſome Immunities and 
Privileges, ich the Court of Rome is very leth 
to grant. tence it comes to pals, that there ariſe 
frequent Comets bety een the Fopes and the Kings 
of Fance, which are generally accommodarcd to the 
Advantage vi the iatrer 3 the Pope not bang willing 
to try the Force of HE LASV REASON OF 
KINGS: Yuis is a Motto engraven on the French 
King's Cannon, which he has threaten d to carry to 
the Walis of Rome, if the Pope ſhould intrench on 
the Gallican Rights. | , 
But though they thus diiagree in ſome Niceties . 
of State, yet they, and all the reit of the Nations 
within the Roman Cummunion, have but one Form 
of Divine Service, lich they call the Maſs, and it 


is the ſame with the Grecian Liturgy. On has | 
ays 
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Days it is ſolemnized with Variety of choice Muſicł 
and Singing; with innumerable Wax-Tapers burning 
at Noon-day. I have ſeen, at ſuch a Time, faxteen + 
Prieſts before the Altar, all veſted in moſt coſtly Silks, 
embroider'd with Gold and Pearls. 

They have alſo many Chapels and Altars in the 
| ſame Church, and ſometimes they celebrate Maſs on 
all the Altars together ; differing herein from thoſe 
of the Greek Communion, who have but one Altar in 
a Temple: For which they plead Antiquity, it never 
having been known that the primitive Chriſtians had 
any more. On the other Side, the Remans plead 
Eonveniency for the Multitude of their Altars; that 
the Pope has a Power to diſpenſe with the ancient 
Rites and Traditions in ſuch Cafes ; and that nothing 
was more reaſonable than that their Altars ſhould be 
multiplied, as the Number of their Proſelytes and 
Prieſts increas'd. | | 

I will not pretend to decide «this Controverſy : 
permit me only to ſay, That the faithful Mufſul- 
mass have more Reaſon to require ſeveral Preachers 
at the fame Time in our magnificent Moſques, where 
it is impoſſible for all the Auditors in ſo vaſt. 
an Aſſembly, to hear and underſtand the Law ex- 
pounded by one Man, though it be performed in 
the vulgar Tongue: Whereas, their Service is cele- 
brated in a Banguage whereof the Multitude are 
utterly ignorant. It matters not much whether they 
are near a Prieſt at the Altar, or afar off, fince 
they underſtand not a Word he ſays ; and the Græ- 
cians Judge it ſufficient to be preſent at this their dai- 
ly Sacrifice, though it be at the very Porch of the 
Temple, | | 

Another Difference there is alſo between theſe 
two Churches: The Roman allows not a Married 
Prieſt, unleſs in fome extraordinary Caſes, and 
then the Pope's Diſpenſation muſt be procur'd, Bu 
Concubinage is connived at, though forbidden — 


Ho 
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the Canons of the Church: Whereas thou knoweſt 
that all the Grecian Pape's marry, and get Chil- 
The Spaniard, among all the Nations within the 
Roman Pale, are reckon'd the % Catholicks ; but the 
wort Chriflians; the French are ſaid to be the 
beft Chriſtians, but the wort Cathelicks ; and the 
{talians are accounted neither Catholicks ; nor Chri- 


15. 
I know not what Reaſon they have to ſtate the Dif- 
ference ſo between the two former; but the Cha- 
racter of the latter ſuits in one reſpect with the uſu- 
al Proverb of that Country; it being common in the 
Mouths of Italian Gallants, to ſay, He that is a Chri- 
ſtian, is a Fool. 
The devouter Sort of Catholicls pay a great Re- 
verence and Devotion to the Relicks of their $4i7ts. 
| I could not reprehend them for this, if I were ſure 
of Two Things, That all thoſe whom they efteem 
as Saints, were really ſuch ; and, That all the Re- 
licks they keep with ſo much Veneration in their 
Churches, did really appertain to the Perſons under 
whoſe Names they go: For then it would be no 
more than what the true Believers prattiſe through- 
out the World ; and it is well known, That when a 
Piece of the Garment of ous Holy, Prophet was dipp'd 
in the Water which they caſt on the Flames of 
— mp the Fire EN ceaſed, to which 
ore no Stop could be given by all the Induſtry 
and Endeavours of Men. Aſſuredly, the Bodies of 
the Prophets and Meſſengers of God are holy, and have 
a Power of andi whatever they touch, pro- 
ducing often miraculous Effects; but the Avarice 
of Men may abuſe this Truth to their own private 
Ends; and the Chri/tians themſelves, will not believe 
all to be true Relicks of Saints, which their crafty 
Frieſts ſhew for ſuch, 


There 
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There are innumerable other Sec of Chriſtians, 
which are neither in Communion with the Roman nor 
the Gratian Churches; but, accuſing them of 1sla- 
. try, ſeparate themſelves from their Society, and form 
diſtinct Congregations. Theſe are not known in 
France, ſaving only the Hugonots, otherwiſe called 
7 re : Which laſt is a Term comprehend: 
all that have revolted from the Roman Church, — 
was firſt aſſumed by the Lulberans, at Aug /ourgh in 
Germany. wh 

In England and Holland there are Abundance of 
theſe Sees, ſome of them newly ſprung up, others 
of longer Date. And all thus far agree with the 
Muſſulmans, that they uſe not Pictures or Images in 
their Temples ; ſo that were they rightly inſtructed 
in the holy Alcoran, it would not be a Thing altoge- 
ther impracticable, to perſuade them to Circumci ſion. 
There is a Sc& which they call Socinians, who ſeem 
to preach out of the very Book of Glory, denying the 
Divinity of Jeſus, the Son of Mary, the Chriſtian 
M.ſias; even as our divine Lawgiver does in ſeveral 
Chapters and Verſicles of the Alcoran. 

The Chriftian Church ſeems to be a ſtately Build- 
ing, whereof Prelacy is the Corner-ſtone ; if this 
were removed, all would fall to the Ground, That. 
which they call the Hierarchy, if it could once be 
diſſolved or pulled down, we ſhould ſoon fee all 
Chriflendem laid in Ruins. This Hierarchy is a 
5 ual Subordination of Arrbbiſbopi, Bihhops, and 

riefts ; the Inferior depending on the Superior, 
and all deriving their Orders and Dignities from 
their chief Patriarchs. Theſe are the Links which 
compoſe that Chain that faſtens Chrifendom toge- 
ther; were this, but once broke, the united Inte- 
reſt of Eurepe would ſoon fall into Pieces. The 
Way muſt be, by beginning at the lowermoſt Link. 

Could but the Priel be render'd iudependent on 
the Biſhops, and on cach other, it would be — 

tep 
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Step towards diſmantling of the Out-works, theſe 
Priefts drawing infinite Numbers of People after 
them; as it is apparent in Geneva, Holland, Swiſ- 
ſerland, and other Places, where they have quite a- 


boliſh'd the Order and Authority of B;49p : And it 
is obſervable that none of theſe foremention'd Coun- 


tries, fince that Time, have ever been inftrumen- 
tal in oppoſing the victorious Arms of the Ottoman 
Empire: As if, with the Downfal of Ep:/copacy, the 
Charm were diſſipated, which had for ſome Ages 
precipitated theſe Nations (among others) to a raſh 
and obſtinate Reſiſtance of that Force, which is 
deſtin d by Fate to conquer and reform the 


World, 
Weigh this Thought well, and thou wilt find 


that the Order of B:/6ops is eſſential and neceſſary 
to the good Eſtate of Chriftendom; and, that the 


only Way for the Miſſulmans to undermine all Eu- 
rope, will be to Tupplant this Order, and introduce 
an Eccleſiaſtick Independency among the Prielts ; 
by which means every ene fhall aſſume to himſelf, 
not only his proper Fragment of the torn Dignity, 
but the whole fundamental Power of a Biſhop ; ta- 
'king upon him to do thoſe Offices, which before 
it was not accounted lawful for any but a Mitred 
Head to perform. Hence, in Time, will follow 
innumerable Inconveniences, Diſtaſtes and Proils ; 
And perhaps as many Sch;/ms, as there are particular 
Prieſts to head them : Since every one will be 
apt to think himſelf capable of dictating to all the 
reſt, and judge it below him to receive the Law 
from any. Thus will there be a clear Stage, for 
Ambition, Avarice, and Luft, to act their Parts on: 
And when, by the Craft of deſigning Men, and Su- 
—4 of Bigots, and the Eaſineſs of the Credu- 
ous, the greateſt Part fall be ſo divided, that it 


will be difficult to find two Men of the ſame Mind 
in Articles of Faitb; it will then be eaſy, either 


by 
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by thy intelligible Reaſons in the Alcoran, or the 
more nt Arguments of the Sword, to plant the 
true and undefiled Faith in theſe Countries. The 
Creator of all Things haſten his Holy Prophet's Re- 
turn, that all Nations may embrace his Law, aſſert 
his Unity, and be incorporated into the glorious Em - 
pire of the O/mans. | 


Paris, icth of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


—— 1 — — 


LETTER TUM. 


To the Kaimacham. 


INCE the Death of King Lewis, all Mens Eyes 

and Hearts are fixed upon the Dauphin ; who, 

tho' he is very young, yet he is a Prince of a forward 

Genius and promiſing Aſpect, giving ſignal Proofs 
of a martial Spirit. 

One Day, ſeeing the Guards, as they were exer- 
ciſing their Arms, he diſcover' d an extraordinary 
Complacency, and ſaid to thoſe that ſtood by, 1 had 
rather be a Soldier than a King ; imagining from the 
Softneſs he is accuftom'd to in theſe Infant Years, 
That the Life of a Soldier is incompatible with that 
of a Mug. | | 

Since that Time, he haraſſes his Tutor and At- 
tendants with perpetual Tattle about Guns and 
Swords. And Cardinal Mazarini, not to baffle or 
check ſuch generous Inclinations, has culled oat a 
Companion tor him, agreeable in Temper, only a 
Year or two older. 

Theſe young Sons of Mars beſtow their Time 
partly in ſhooting with little harmleſs Engines, 
made on purpoſe for the Dauphin's ns; in 

| 0 ita- 
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Imitation of Guns; ſometimes with Bows and Ar- 
rows ; at other Times they fence, with Files adapted 


to their tender Arms, and Childiſh Skill. In theſe 


kind of Exerciſes the Dauphin grows a great Profi- 
.cient ; and it is look'd upon as an Omen of his ſu- 
ture Warlike Deeds. : Wy 

A Spaniſh Aſtrologer has calculated his Nativity. 
He propheſies ſtrange Things of this young Prince ; 
as, That he ſhall excell all his Roya/ Anceftors in Feats 
of Arms; That he ſhall make the Crown of France 
Imperial, having ſubdued Spain, Italy, and Germany; 

t he ſhall ſhake the Ottoman Empire, but in 
End ſhall be depoſed by his own Subjects. 

I know not what Credit may be given to the Pro- 
feſſors of this Science, in regard the ancient Rules of 
Aſtralog y, on which the Chaldeans and other Eaſtern 
Sages grounded their Predictions, are now either 


 **wholly loſt, or ſo corrupted and obſcured by the 


Comments and Gloſſes of latter Authors, that there 
are hardly any Footſteps of the original Maxims to be 
trac'd. Yet, without troubling 4/frologers, Prophets, 
or Hizard;, one may preſage from the natural Genius 
of the Dauphin, That when he comes to feel his 
Strength, he will not be idle, but follow his Father's 
Steps, who, before he was thirteen Years of Age, 


-appeared at the Head of Armies. 


Ie Omnipotent guard our glorious Sultan, and the 
Empire eftabliſh'd by his own Hands; and may his 
Beling deſcend on the Royal Off- ſpring; that the 
young Sultan Mahomet may perform greater Things, 
than are propheſied of the French Daupbin. | 


Paris, - 6th f the 7th Moor, 
of tbe Year 1643. | 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


Remember, I promiſed to ſend thee farther Advi- 
ces of the War between Spain and Portugal, fince 
the late Revolution in thoſe Parts, | 

The Hand of Tercera was the only Place that held 
out againſt the New King, when all others with Ex- 

reſſions of extraordinary Joy for their Deliverance 

om the Caſtilian Yoke, ſubmitted to, and acknow- 
ledged D. Juan de Braganza, as the Lataful Heir of 
that Crown. 

The Reſiſtance which the Gowernor of tl.is Hand 
made, obliged the King to ſend thither- a certain 
Number of Ships of War, te block. up the Place, 
and hinder the Importance of any Provitions. And 
this Courſe prov'd ſucceſsful ; for, though the 
Spamards attempted ſeveral Times to relieve it, 
yet theſe Veſſels were either taken by the Portu- 
gueſe Fleet, or ſent back again, without doing their 

rrand. So that, at length, Don Alvaro de Viveiras, 
the Governeur, finding himſelf reduced to great 
Streights for want of Neceſſaries, without any 
Hopes of being relieved, was forced to capitulate 
and ſurrender. + 

The Mao Vg has made an Alliance with the 
Swedes which is of no ſmall Advantage to him; 
having thereby eſtabliſhed a Commerce with the 
Country, and furniſhing himſelf from thence with 
Powder, Horſes, Arms, and all other Provifions 
of War. | 

He has alſo made a Treaty with the Ho/landers, 
but not with ſo good Succeſs as the former. Thou 
haſt heard what Poſſeſſions the Kings of Spain and 
Portugal have acquired = America, they being mY 


146 LeTtTexs Writ by Vol. II. 


ſirſt Diſcoverers of that Neav World. It happened 
that about the Time of the late Revolution in Por- 


tugal, the Hollanders of Braſil took from the Port. 


the Towns of Angela, St. Thomas, Marag- 
nom, and other Places belonging to D. Juan de Bra» 
ganza, in thoſe Parts. 'The Knowledge of this co- 
ming to the Por/ugueze Court, cauſed the King to 
ſend his Ambaſſador, to demand of the States, the 
Reaſon of this Breach. They anſwer, It was done 
before the News of the Revolution had reached the 
W:f-Indies. This, with ſome Acts of Hoſtility in the 
Oriental Parts, has leſſened the good Underſtanding 
which was between them. 

In the mean Time, the Spight and Hatred of the 
Caſtilians increaſed daily, much Blood was ſpilt on 
the Frontiers of Portugal, which obliged D. Juan to 
eſtabliſh Six Places of Strength, quartering in them 
an Army of Thirty Thouſand Men The Spaniards, 
to oppoſe their Forces, had likewiſe four or five Ar- 
mies in Caflile. There were. many Skirmiſhes and 
Encounters, Stratagems and Ambuſcades, on both 
Sides; and it was hard to determine who had got the 
Advantage, 'till Fortune ſeemed to favour the Cauſe 


of the Portugucxe. 

They had a valiant and expert Commander, who 
was Gewernor of one of their Frontier Provinces ;: 
His Name is, Fernand Tclles de Mznrzez. This Hero, 
animated by the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and ſpurr'd on 
by the natural Ardour of his Spirit, pierc'd into the 
Bowels of Old Caftile, took the Towns of St Mar- 
tin and Egles, demoliſhing the Caſtle belonging to 
the latter, which alſo commanded all the Country 
thereabouts, and, being encounter'd by two thouſand 
five hundred Spaniards, he fell upon them, and cut 
them all to Pieces. He alſo rendered himſelf Maſter 
of a ſtrong Place called Yalverde, which he ſtored 
with all Sorts of Ammunition, and left a Portugueze 
Garrifon in it. | | 

1 | They 


* 


t- 
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They were no leſs victorious in another Prawince 
from whence the Portugueze Armies ruſhed into the 
adjacent Territories of Spain, taking the Towns of 
Aroches, Villar de Rey, Codicere, Anzinaſola, and 
other Places of Note, without any Reſiſtance, ſave 
that of a few Caſlilian Troops, moſt of which they 
took Priſoners, with a Booty of three hundred Span 
Gennets. After this they took Chelles by Storm, one 
of the moſt conſiderable Towns in that Part of Spain. 
Nor was the King of Portugal only thus ſucceſsful 
near Home, but his Affairs proſper'd alſo Abroad. 
The Kings of Ca and Maroc ſought his Alliance, 
with other Princes in the Eaſ-Indies; and, in general, 
all the Potentates in Chriflendom, excepting only 
Spain, made Friendſhip with D. Juan de Braganza, 
and eſpouſed his Intereſts. 

There has been a General Aſſembly of all the E. 
ſtates of Portugal; wherein the People have teſtified 
their Joy and Satisfaction of their New King, by of- - 
fering him, together with their Lives, the Diſpoſal of 
their Fortunes, to be empleyed for the Service of the 
Crown, and the Releaſe of his Royal Brether Don 
Duartus, of whom J ſormerly made mention in one 
of my Letters. 

Thou wilt not perhaps think me troubleſome, if 1 
relate to thee how the Spaniards uſed the unfortunate 
Prince after they had impriſon'd him: Neither is it 
altogether impertinent, to let thee ſee, how ſpiteſul 
this Nation is in their Revenges, and how cruel in the 
Execution of the Reſentments. 

Aſter Don Duartus was delivered into the Hands 
of the Marquis Caftel Codrige, the Spaniards gave 
him not the Entertainment and Reſpe& due to a 
Prince, but uſed him like a Slave or a Malefactor, 
cauſing him to be lodged in a mean dark Chamber, 
his Hands to be chained every Night, his Robes to 
be taken from him, none of his Domeſticks ſuffer- 
ed to come near him, * doing all the Indignities 
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to him that their Malice could ſuggeſt, as proper 
Means to render his Impriſonment intolerable, and 
his Life a Burden. If thou aſkeſt me for what Crime 
it was they thus puniſhed him, I can tell thee of 
none, unleſs it were one, to be ſo nearly related to 
the King of Portugal. Top 8.20 of 
But, this is not tke only Example of the Spanish 
Cruelty ; they executed their Revenge on the poor 
unarmed Peaſants in the Field; the Date de Alun 
cauſing three hundred Portuguexe Huſband men, as 
they were labouring in their N to be mur- 
der d, in vold Blood, ſacrificing them, as he ſaid, to 
the Ghee of the ſlaughter d Cafi/ians. And it was 
attributed to their under-hand Inſinuations that four 
Pertugueze Ambaſſadors, with three and fifty of their 
Train, were barbarouſly put to Death by the Japa- 
nc/es, againſt the Law of Nature, and the SanQion of 
all Nations, Such Violences have never been prac- 
tis'd in the Ottoman Empire; the SanAunry of the 
Earth has not been profan'd by an Injuſtice of ſo 
deep a Dye. | | 
There has been lately diſcovered a ſecond Conſpi- 
. r.cy agailt Don Juan de Braganza, wherein were 
concerned Don To/eph de Menezez, Gewernour of 
St. Julian, the moſt impotant Fortreſs of all the 
Kingdom, and Don Franciſco de Lucena, Secretary of 
State. I heſe held a private Correſpondence with 
the Duke de Olivartx; and it was agreed between 
them, that the Gowernor of Badojox, a Subject of 
the King of Spain, ſhou!d be put in Poſleffion of 
St. Julians Fort, which is the very Key of Li.. 
Bon, and that other Places of Strength ſhould be de- 
livered up to ſuch Spar; Officers as Olivarez ap- 
pointed. But a Letter which 'was ſent from Don 
Juan de Garay, Governor of Badcjox, to the Gower- 
nor of St. Lucy's Fort in Portugal, being by Miſtake 
carried to the Hands of the Count d Obides, a Portu- 
gucſe General, and a faithful Friend to the King, 92 
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cover'd the Intrigue, and the Traytors were ſeized 
and brought to condign Puniſhment, 

I cannot at preſent fend thee any more News of the 
Portugueſe A Hair God grant thee a long and happy 
Life in the Favour of the Grand Sigmor. 


Paris, 20th of the -th Moon, 
e the Tear 1643. ee 


LETTER XX. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


HOU wilt wonder when I till thee I am me- 

lancholy for want of Solitude. That which 
adminiſters Occaſion of Sadneſs to others, is the on- 
ly Cure of my Grief, Yet this will not ſeem a 
Paradox, when thou conſidereſt, that Converſati- 
on is the Air of the Soul, and that he who values 
the Health and Eaſe of his Mind, ought to chuſe 
ſuch an Element for it to breathe in; as is pure and 
ſerene, which 1s very difficult to find in any Society. 
This is the Reaſon that I never think myſelf more 
alone, then when I am confin'd to ſome Kind of 
Company. 

T hou haſt obſerved, that moſt Men will engroſs 
all the Talk to themſelves ; this is very irkſome. Yet, 
I ſhould not grudge them the Monopoly, were their 
Diſcorſe pertinent and agreeable; but, to be forc'd 
to hearken to all their empty Tattle of Hawks 
and Hounds, Garbs and Faſhions, with an endleſs 
Jargon of Things leſs to the Purpoſe than the for- 
mer, which will keep their Tongues employ'd ſome- 
times, two or three Hours together; renders their 
Converſe more troubleſome, than that of the Spark, 
who pick'd up Horace in the Streets of Rome. 
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Others are of a quite contrary Humour; and, 
thou may'ſt as ſoon get a Word from the Mufti, as 
from them. They hit like Statues, as if they emu- 
lated the Character of Griu/i Eben Sagran, one of 
the Vizirs of the Bench, who, in ten Years that he 
had fat in the Divan, was never obſerved to ſpeak a 
Syllable. | 

Yet, this Sort is more tolerable than the other, who 
with their everlaſting Chat, rock the Company a- 
ſleep, and take from them the very Power of Think- 
ing. 

— J perfer the Retirement of my Cham- 
ber to both theſe Inconveniencies. There I can 
enter into myſelf, and by retreating from all Com- 
merce with my Senſes, I find a private back Way 
to cenverſe with the whole Univerſe. Think not 
this a Chimera, or that Mahmut pretends to ex- 


traordinary Hluminations ; tis Nothing but what eve- 


ry Man may experience, who will but take the Pains 
to be throughly acquainted with himfelf. If he can 
but gain a familiar Acceſs to the inward Apart- 
ments of his own Breaſt, he will ſoon find a Po- 
ſtern there, which will readily open, and let him into 
the moſt retired Cloſets of Nature : From thence he 
may fally forth, and take a better Survey of the 
World, than he can by his Eyes. Here he will be- 
hold all Things undiſguiſed, and in their true Quan - 
tities and Qualities. And, which is more admirable, 
he will be able witheut the Help of Opticks, to fee 
himſelf enjoying this Felicity, and to know that he 
ſees it, which is a ſufficient Conviction that he is not 
in a Dream. | 
Wouldſt thou improve thy Knowledge, affect not 
a Multitude of Books; there are but few worth the 
Reading. What is the whole Creation bat one 
reat Library ? Every Volume in which, and every 
age in thoſe Volumes, are impreſs d with radiant 
Characters of infinite Wiſdom : And, all 3 
ections 
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fections of the Univerſe, are contracted with ſuch 
inimitable Art in Man, that he needs no other 
Book but Himſelf, to make him a compleat Phile- 
ſepber. Theu wilt ſay, That this requires too ue 


an Abſtractedneſs of Mind, and is very painful I 
tell thee, my dear Friend, I am extremely ſubject 
' to Melancholy; whoſe Eſfect, thou knoweſt is to 
render one very 'Thoughful, and thoſe Thoughts 
rack the Soul with intolerable Anguiſh. Yet, I 
do not fly from them, as generally Men are ac- 
cuſtomed ; neither do I ſeek to drown them in Wine, 
or chace them away with any ſociable Divertiſe- 
ments. My uſual Way is, 'To bid them Battle, 
oppoſe Thoughts againit Thoughts; and, with the 
Diat of Reaſon, to ſubdue this peeviſh Humoar. 
To this End, I hunt up and down for my Enemy, 
and rummage every Coner of my Soul, purſuing 
the Cauſe of my Sadneſs, with ſuch Arguments as 
* Why ſhould I be Melancholy, who poſſeſa 
Nothing that I fear to loſe, and yet enjoy all that [ 
could wiſh for, were I without what I now poſlels ? 
I am a Muſulman, and therefore, under the Pro- 

tection of God: I ſerve his Vicegerent, the Grand 
Signior, faithfully, and find Acceptance with the 
Baſis of the Port: I am in France, yet cannot 
call it a Foreign Country, fince Innocence and Virtue 
naturalize a Man in all Parts of the World. I can- 
not ſay I am unfortunate, fo long as I have no Vice 
for which I need either to bluſh or grow pale. If 
I am ſlander, this ought to be an Occaſion of Joy, 
fince it ranks me with Men of the greateſt Merit, 
who could never eſcape the Calumnies of the En- 
vious. And I have Reaſon to triumph, in that I find 
no Inclination to revenge my ſelf, but rather to pity 
my Traducers. If any Man ſhould play the Satyri/? 
with my Deformity, and rudely deſcant on my ugly 
Countenance, or the Diſproportion of my Limbs, 
H 4 there 
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there is no more Reaſon to be grieved at this, than to 
be affronted at the Wind for blowing off my Hat, or 
the Rain for wetting my Cloths, or a Dog for bark- 
ing at me as I go along the Streets, the one being as 
Natural as the other. | 
Thus I argue with my ſelf, dear Oglou, when aſ- 
faulted” with Melancholy; theſe are the Remedies 
which I apply to that black Diſtemper of the Mind : 


And ſometimes I go farther, if theſe will do no good : 


I then aſk myſelf, whether it be the Fear of Death 
that thus perplexes me ? And here begins my Cure, 
This kindles the brighteſt Spark of Reaſon, which 
in a Moment diſperies all the Miſt. The diſmal 
Pageantry of Chimera's vaniſhes, and all the Tra- 

r Pomp of Grief ſtreight diſappears. Not that 

would have thee think that I am fond of dy- 


ing. but I conſider Death as the unavoidable Fate of 


all Men ; and, that therefore it is reaſonable to be 
chearful, fince that which no Man can eſcape, will, 
one Time or other, releaſe me and every Man from 
the Miſeries of this Life. This Thought recovers me 
from the worſt Effects of Melancholy; and, I be- 
lieve, the Damned themſelves would ſometimes be in 
a good Humour, - if they had but the leaſt Glimpſe 
of Hopes, that they ſhould one Day be deliver'd from 
their Torments. For, whatſocver Sorts of Men 
there are in this Life, I cannot think here be any 
Stoicks in Hell. ME 

And now I have entertained ' thee with Compa- 
ny and Solitude, with Books and Men, with Life and 
Death, with Earth and Hel! ; let us take one Step 
farther, and refreſh ourſelves with the Remem- 
brance of Heaven, the Joys of the Bleſſed in Para- 
difſe ; which, certainly, is the beſt Relief of an- 
xious Thoughts, the moſt perfect Cure of Me- 
lancholy, the Guide of Life, and the Comfort of 


God 
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God grant, That Thou and I may ſee each other, 
and drink together in the Arbours of Eden, and kiſs 
the Daughters of Paradiſe A* 


Paris, 14th of the $th Moon, 


of the Year 1643. 


th 
—_— — — 


LET TEX. 
To the Tefterdar, or Lord-Treaſurer. 


Ingdoms and Empires (like Men) have their 
Lucky and Unlucky Seaſons. Spain ſeems for 

a conſiderable Time to have been under a Cloud, 
as if her Gzardian Fate began to droop, and were 
not ſtrong enough to check the riſing Granduer of 
France. 8 

It has been an old Obſervation, That thoſe whom 
God  configns over to Ruin, he firſt Infutuates. It 
was a grand Overſight in Don Franciſco de Melo, 
to conſtitute the Duke of Albuquerque, General of 
his Her/e : For he thereby ſo diſguſted the Spanihþ 
Officers in his Army, that emulating the Honour 
of this young Portugueze, the greateſt Part of them 
deſerted, in the very Nick of Time, when their 
Preſence was moſt neceſſary to confirm the Batta- 
lions, already ſhrinking from the furious Onſet of 
the French. , 

This gave the young Duke of Anguien an intire 
Victory, and has crowned him with glorious Laurels, 
while Don Franciſco de Melo, by this ill Conduct. has 
quite loſt his Reputation, and is forced to reſign up 
his Comm. ſion to another. | 

This Battle was fought before Nocrey, and may 
be reckoned as a Parallel with that bloody Battle 
of Leipfick between. the Imperialifls and Swed-s, on 
2 the: 
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the Seventh of the Ninth Moon, of the Year 1631. 
A Day which was remarkable at Conſtaninople, on 
the Account of that terrible Lightning, which ſur- 
prized the late Sultan Amurath in his Bed. Many 
other extraodinary Events, ſignalized this Day in 
England, France, Germany, and other Places; which 
doecaſioned the Great Aftrologer Herlicius, te call it 4 
Day of Blood. 

Such another was this unfortunate Day to the 
Spaniards, at the forementioned Battle of Rocroy ; 
whete they loſt an infinite Number of Men, with 
- their Field-pieces and an Hundred and Fifty Co- 
Jours. | 
He that creaetd the Moor and the Conti ations in 
Heaven, ta diſtinguiſh the Times and Seaſons, guard 
thee from the Influence of malignant Stars, and from 


the Deſtroyer, who ranges the World on certain Cri- 


tical Days. . 


Paris, 12th of the gth Moon, | 
of the Yeew 1643. 


LETTER XXII. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


T is Time, it is high Time, moſt ſage Mini/ter, 
for the O/ t mau Sword, the Swe; d of Juſtice, to 
be unſheathed, not agaicſt an open Enemy, but a- 
gainſt its profeſſed Friends and Subjects. Ihe Head 
of the Boſſa of Cyprus, is become a Burden to him, 
as like wite thoſe of Mityllxe, Sio, and Limnor, They 
= Miſchief againſt the I hrone that is eſtabliſhed in 

quity ; they are ungrateful to ti eir Sovereign, who 
hath ex Ited them; they are become unworthy of the 
Lonours with Which they are Cigrifecd, 


1 
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I could hardy believe the firſt Reports of this Trea- 
ſon, ti'l I was, at length, fully convinced by unde- 
niable Teſtimonies, that it was too true. 

Yet, it is a Secret even in the French Court. I a- 
lone have diſcovered this Myſtery, by the Means of a 
Jew and a Græcian, both my Agents in thoſe Parts, 
and Men whom I can confide in. 

The Buſineſs is this. The Baſſas and Governors 
of the Ves before mentioned, have conſpired to- 
gether, to divide themſelves from the Body of the 
Ottcman Empire, and to make the Hands of the 
Agean Sta, a Commonwealth independent on the 
Throne which governs the or/d. The Baſa of Cy- 
prus is the Ring-leader of this Confpiracy, and that 
Hand is to be the Cafital Seat of their New Re- 
publick. 

The Gewcrnors of the Five Greater s, are to be 
called, The Sowcreign Counſillors of State. By theſe 
all the Affairs of Ar ipe/ogo are to be managed. On- 
ly the Ba of Cyprus ſhall be Supreme, and have 
the caſling Voice in ail Caſes of Diſpute. 

The encloſed Papers contain the perfect Model 
of their New Government, the Articles and Propo- 
ſitions on which this Rebellions Deſigned C:mmon- 
avealth is to be built, with the Names of the cl ic feſt 
Conſpirators ſuv'cribed. 

Permit me, Sage Miniſter, to ſet beſore thy Eyes 
the Occaſions of theſe Treacherous Defigns. 

It has been the Cuſtom of the Port, to connive 
for a conſicerable 'Time, at the Oppreſſions, Ra- 
Fines, and F xactions cf the Baſa's and Governors of 
Pro inces; to ſuſſer them to harraſs the People under 
their Juriſdiction ; to pillage and ſpcil them of 
ther Moncys, Goods and Eſtates, till they have 
amaſs'd together vaſt Sums of Money: And then 
it has been as uſual for the Sultan, upon the lealt 
Complaint, to ſend the Bow-flring to the Ctimi- 


nal Ban. 
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Whatever may be pleaded in Defence of this Me- 
thod, in former Times, my Opinion is, that it may 
prove dangerous now. And, if I may be permitted 
to ſpeak freely, I have Reaſon to think, that this was 
one Ground of the deſigned Treaſon in the Ves of 
the Agean Sea. . 

Formerly, thoſe who were removed to theſe Com- 
mands, were not ſo well verſed in the Maxims of Po- 
licy, nor ſo apprehenſive of the Cabinet Secrets of 
State. But now the Age is refined, Men are more 
ſubtle, jealous, and ſelfiſh than they werg ; Nature 
teaches all Men to preſerve their Lives with utmoſt 
Diligence, IN 
The Boſſa of Cyprus, who is the Ring- leader of 
this Conſpiracy, has been let alone in a long Courſe 
of Tyranny and Oppreſſion over his Subjects; by 
which Means, he has heaped to himſelf prodigious 
Treaſure. His guilty Mind told him, that Com- 
Paints would be made againſt him, and that one 
Lime or other he muſt be itrangled. He knew that 
his Gold would be better thought to become the 
Sultan's Seraglio than his own; and, that he had 
been long enough in his Office, to ſerve the Poli- 
tick Ends of State. £ | 
Revolving thoſe Things in his Mind, he quick- 
ly concluded, That the Crimes he had been guilty of 
in his Government, would draw upon him inevi- 
table Ruin, unleſs he prevented it, by commuting 
greater. And that, as Cppregion of his Subjects 
had made him Rich, fo i reaſon againſt his Sove- 
reign muit make him Safe, He communicates his 
Thoughts to ſom? of his traſty Friends and Con- 
fidents. They enco:irage him to proceed, repre- 
ſenting to him the natural Strength. of the Maud, 
ſeconded by Abundance of ſtrong Forts and Caſtles: 
That the Soldiers might eafily be won to his Party 
by Money, and tke Inhabitants might be 218 K by 

ome 
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ſome publick Reſtitutions, and other Acts of In- 
dulgence. | | | 

Thus was the Foundation laid of this formidable 
Treaſon, which ſoon gather d Strength by the. Acceſ- 
fion of more Conſpirators, till at length all the J7.s 
aforeſaid were engaged in the Diſlozal League. 

] will not preſume to dictate what is to be done in 
this Caſe. I leave that to thy oraculous Sentence. 
But, permit me to ſuggeſt my I houghts, of a proper 
Means to prevent the like Miſcarriages for the fu- 
ture. And this is, by executing 9 impartially 
Juſtice. It ſeems to me, not only a Reflection on the 
Juice of the imperial Sword, but alſo on the Poli- 
ticks of the Royal Cabinet, to ſuffer a Ba//a to grow 
rich by Oppreſſion of the People under his Command. 
For, when he has thus plunder'd his Subjects to fill 
his own Coffers, he has armed himſelf with the 
Sinews and Nerves of Rebellion; Money bei 
that which gives Life and Motion to all great a 
bold Undertakings. | 

Therefore, it will be better, not to countenance 
the leaſt Oppreſſion in theſe great Men, whereby 
they may at once be tempted, through the Conſci- 
oulneſs of their Crimes, and ſtrengthen d by their ill- 
gotten Wealth, to rebel againſt their lawful Sowe. 
reign. Let Aleppo, Sidon, Algiers, Tunis and Tripoly, 
be Precedents of this Kind. By Tuftice the Throne 
is beſt and moſt ſecurely eſtabliſhed ; Nathing unjuſt 
and violent is permanent. | 

Gd overthrow the Devices of theſe Traytors, and 
crown our G/oriaus Sultan, | 


Paris, 26th. of the gth Moon, 
of the Near 1043. 


LETTER 


l 
| 
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LETTER XXIII. 
To Chiurgi Muhammet, Baſſa. 


Have been in this City very near ſix Vears, and 
it will be expected, that in all this Time J have 
made {ome profitable Remarks, cn the Nature of the 
French, the Inirigues of tl e Cut, the Policy of the 
State, the Diſcigggne of their A, mics, and the Strength 
ef the Kingdom. brim 
Some Cbſcrvatiors I have alrcady communicated 
to the Miniſters of the Divan, and to others of my 
Friends at the Sub/ime Port. All my Letters are 
made common to the happy Slawes of him who rulis 


the Weirld. "Thou haſt heard of the Death of a po- 


tent King, a great Queen, and a mighty Favouine ; 
Now let us change the Scene, and paſs from the 
melancholy Temes of Death the unavoidable Fate 


of Mortels, to the ſprightly Joys of Life, the bloom: - 


ing Years of an Infant King, who takes an cas ly 
Leap from his Cred/e to a Tron. I hou wilt not 
expect I ſhould ſpeak much of him, who as yet can 
ſay but little of himſelf, However, in paſling by 


this Iitile great One, it would be ill Manners not to 


pay him a Salute or Conge; who, tho' young, ſeems 


no Novice in Paundilio's of Comrt/hip, as appears by 


his Acdreſs to the Bite who - baptized him; (if 
thou knowelt not what that means, it is the rf? Ce- 
ren oy Whereby they are made Chriſpiant, and it an- 
ſwers to our (irenmeiſon.) As ſoon as the Mhftery 
was performed, this young Prince, with an aftured 
Countenance, and becoming Gravity, ſpoke thus to 
the -Pre/ate : My Father, 1 EHumbly thank you, and 


gal be eternally obliged to you : ” Parents gave me 


enly an Earthly Crown, tut ycu bade made Hiir of 
the Kingdem of Heaven, 


| There 
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There were preſent, the Queen, the Princeſs of 
Conde, Cardinal Mazarini, with divers other Pre- 
ſons of Quality. The whole Aſſembly were aſtoniſh'd 
at the Child's Expreſſion, (being but about four 
Years of Age,) taking it for an Omen of his fu- 
ture Piety, and extraodinary Actions. He diſco- 
vers a prompt Wit in all his Diſcourſe, uſing but 
few Words, and thoſe very aproſite. His whole 
Deportment is graceful, and ſuprizingly regular; 
attended with a Diſcretion, which is not look d for, 
but from thoſe of riper Years. In fine, Nature 
ſeems to have. fitted him for the Empire to which he 
is born. | 

In the mean Time, as if fant G:wiriors were 
now become faſhionable, there are ſeveral made 
Biſhops and Abbets, while they are yet in the 
Cradle. This the izftrior Clergy Nomach, and the 
Laity grumble, ſaying, That there are like to be 

ocd Times in 7 — when thoſe who arggſty- 
ſed The Fathcrs of the Church are Babics WY 
is Cardinal Mczarini's Policy, to faſten the No- 
tility to the Intereſts of the Crown, by thus ho- 
nouring their Children with the 1 Dignities 
of the Church. And, thou wilt ſay, he is a wiſe 
Man in ſo doing, when thou conſidereſt, how great 
a Share the Bios and other Eccl;/inſtichs have, in 
the Wealth cf the Land. And that he coald not 
do the King a better Service, than by diſpoſing of 
theſe Preſerments, to ſuch as would not only there- 
by be obliged to Loya'ty themſelves, but would 
allo link the Femilics to which they belong, to the 
Neyal Cauſe. Fs. 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Policy of this 
Miniſtcr, in thus endeavobring to ſecure the d/gri- 
ficd Cl-rgy, when thou weigheſt their Strength and 
conſidereſt their Numbers. 

There are in France 12 Archbiſtic pi icls, 104 Biſhop + 
ricks ; Converts of the greater Order 540, 2 
| 0 
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of the Leer Order 12320, Albies 1450, Nunneries 67, 
708 Friarics, 259 Scminarizs, of the Order of the 
Iinights of Malta, 27405 Pariſh-Churthes Hoſpi- 
tals 5 40, private Chapuls or Oratorics goon, To fill 
all theſe, they reckon 226,000 Religious, or Derwiſes, 
beſides 130,000 Pari/h-Priefts. "EE 
It has — uſual, to take an Eſtimate of the Glo- 
ry and Riches of a Prince from the Number of his 
People; but I would not have thee think the French 
King the | wealthier for this prodigious Number of 
' Devoters ; the greateſt Part of which he has more 
Reaſon to look upon as an Army. of Enemies, than 
Subjects Indeed, the Intereſt” of the Archbi/bope, 
Bijkcps, and Pariſh Priefis, is twiſted with that of 
the ls but the Monks and Friars are the Crea- 
tures of the Pope; and all of them together are not 
maintained with leſs Coſts, than the fourth Part of 
the "Rewenues of Fraiice, out of which, in former 
Times, there went Yearly à Million of Cre;yns to 
the Caurt of Rome, 4 11 5 
I cannot perceive wherein conſiſts the Policy of 
cherithing ſo many Nefts of Spiritual Leeches, who 
fuck the very Blood and Vitals of the Nation : One 
would think it were ſufficiently drained by the Royal 
Cuſtoms, Taxes, and Impoſts. By 
Theſe Kings have monopolized all the Salt of 
- the Kingdoms into their owp Hands, which they 
. compel their Subjects to buy of them at their own 
Rates. To this End, they have Officers in all 
Parts, who vend it for them. It looks, as if they 
took care to preſerve their Subjects from 16> 25 
and were afraid, ' left they ſhould putrefy alive,; 
there being not a Man in all their Dominions who 
is not obliged to take the Quantity which the Offi- 
cers impoie on him, except in ſome particular 
Provinces, which for Reaſons of State, or by Trea- 
ty, are exempted The Revenue which ariſes to 
the King from this Commodity, amounts 8 
ree 
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three Millions of Crowns pay. He hath eight 
Millions more coming in by Subſidies, from the 
Peaſants ; beſides many particulars Impoſts on Fleſh, 
Wine, and other Commodities. Yet he loſt a con- 
ſiderable Part of this Revenues, by farming them out 
to his Subjects, or mortgaging them in Time of 
War, for ready Money. He has no leſs than Thirty 
Thouſand Officers, that are wholly employed in col- 
lecting his Revenues, whoſe Penſions and Salaries leſ- 
ſen the King's Income by above Half; fo that, out 
of Fourſcore Millions of Crowns, which are yearly 
ſqueezed from the People, ſcarce Thirty Millions 
come entire into the King's Coffers, 

Thou wilt wonder at the Improvidence of theſe 
Infidel Kings, and at the ſame Time condemn their 
Tyranny and Injuſtice, who oppreſs, plunder, and 
ruin thoſe that furniſh them with all Neceſlaries for 
human Suſtenance, to enrich (not themſelves, -but) 
a Company of greedy Caterpillars ; for ſuch and-no 
better, are thoſe who gather their Revenues. It it 
not ſo in the Sacred Empire of the Oſnans, where 
Juſtice has erected her Throne, and Oppreſſion Cares 
not ſhew her Face. 1 

But the French ſeem born for Slavery, they bear it 
ſo patiently, without ever aſpiring ales a Redemp- 
tion. The Chriſtians exclaim againſt our Fanizaries, 
accuſing them of Inſolence, Oppreſſion, Rapine, 
and all the Vices to which a licentious Soldiery are 
uſually addicted; but theſe are Trifles to what the 
French Dragoons commit, when quarter'd upon the 

or Country People: They rob them of all they 

ve, practiſing a thouſand Villanies, to which the 
Fanizaries are wholly Strangers; Adulteries paſs for 
Gallantry with tkem, and Rapes are counted but the 
Exceſſes of an immoderate Paſſion; the Huſband 
muſt ſtand quietly, whilſt his Wife is in the Arms 
of a domineering Hector; the Father muſt behold 
his Daughter defloured, without diſcovering r 
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leaſt Regret. Theſe are the Methods by which this 
People are mortified, and 12 ſeem to be ſtupid un- 
der their Calamities, not having Courage enough 
left to meditate a Redreſs, unleſs it be by becoming 
Soldiers themſelves ; for, of ſach as theſe, is the 
Irfantry of France compoſed. Hence, it is not to 
be admired, that they are eſteemed the feebleſt, baſeſt, 

and moſt Ceſpicable Soldiers of any in Eurcpe; ſince 
not the Purſuit of Honour, nor Love to their Coun- 
try, ' induces them to take up Arms, but Deſpair of 
living otherwiſe, being reduced to the moſt rigorous 
Extremities on this fide Famine, 

Live thou in the Honour with which God and our 
Emperor kave inveſted thee, and conſerve thy Virtue 
which will raiſe thee yet higher. Forget not to 
have Mahmut ſometimes in thy Thoughts, who 
loves thee with a true Heart, and ſerves thee with 
Alacrit y. | 


Paris, 15th of the 16th Meon, 4 
of the Year 1643. 4 


— — hs 1 


LETTER XXIV. 
E Egri Boynou, 4 White Eunuch, 


HE French Kings ſteer their Courſe by other 

Maxims of Policy, than thoſe which are pra- 
Qiſed at the Sublime Port. It ſeems they are not 
apprehenſive of any ambitious Deſigns in the Princes 
of the Bl:od; ſince they not only allow them Liberty 
but alſo load them with Honcurs. 

Thou haſt formerly heard me ſpeak of Henry the 
IVth. this King's Grandfather, and of the paſſionate 
Love he bore to Ladies. Among the reſt of his 

Miſtreſſes, 


\ 
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Miſtreſſes, none poſſeſs d a larger Share of his Af- 
fections, then the Dutebeſs of Beaufort; by her h- 
had two Sons, the eldeſt is eall'd er the 
other Cæſar. They are both - living, and en- 
joy great Preferments ; the Firſt, being made Grand 


Prior of the French Knights of Malta, which is a 
Dignity next to that of a Maſter of the Order, who 
commands the whole Mand. It is obſervable, That 

this Alexander, during his Father's Liſe-t me, had 
attained no higher then to be made a Knight ; but, 
as ſoon as his Brother Lewis XIII. came to the 
Crown, he procured him the Honour he now has, 
The ſecond Brother alſo is made Governor of Bre- 
taigne, and married to the Dute of Merceuer's 
Daughter. By which Means, he is become one 
of the richeſt Peers in Fance. King Henry had alſo 
two other Sons, one of his own Name, whom he 

ot on the Marcbioneſi of Verneville ; He is now a 

hep and Abbet, which are conſiderable Dignities 
in the Church. The other Son they call Antoine, 
whoſe Mother was the Counte/s of Morret, He alſo 
is inveſted with the like Ecclefiaftical Honours as 
his Brother Henry. Theſe Four Brothers, though by 
the French eſteem'd as Baſtards (becauſe born of the 
— Concubines) are nevertheleſs entruſted with 
the Offices and Preferments already mentioned, with- 
out any Jealouſy that they will be guilty of ſiniſter 
PraQtices to embroil the State, or gain the Croxon. 
And, if I may ſpeak freely, there ſeems to be more 
of Humanity and Juſtice in this Courſe, than in 
that cruel Cuſtom of our Sultans, who no ſooner 
aſcend the Throne, but all their Brethren are imme- 
diately ſacrificed to their Suſpicion, and the Ends of 
State; or, if they chance to eſcape the Bear-ftring 
are detain d their whole Life-time in a cloſe Impriſon- 
ment, which is worſe than Death. 


Leaui⸗ 
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Travis XIII. has alſo left another Brother behind 
him, born of the fame Mother as himſelf. They 
can 3: the Duke of Orltans; a Man of a Caring 
Spirit, and gies Reſolution, Ile was but newly 
come to the Court, having been baniſhed for ſome 
Enterprizes againſt his Brother. | 
It was the Opinion of the french, That this Prince 

would have a Share in the Regency; but Lau 
would by no Means conſent to it, to the Prejudice 
of his Queen, whom he left entirely poſlels'd of 
the Sovereign Power, till the young King comes of 
Age. However, as yet ſhe holds a ſeeming Cor- 
reſpondence with the. Dake of Orleans, and the 
Prince of Conde; by , whole Mediations, ſeveral 
Grandes, who were Priſoners of State, are now 
releaſed, and made their Appearance at the 
Court. Y 

From hence thou mayeſt gather, That Things are 
not managed here with ſuch Rigour and Severity, 
as at Conſtantinople ; where the Commands of our 
| _ Emperors are impetuous, and the Execution 
wift. 

There is a Biſhop, to whom the Quern- Regent ſeems 


to be inclin d. He has the Character of a very good 


Man, but they ſay, he is too ſimply honeſt for a 
Courtier; and that Cardinal Mazarini will over-reach 
him. However, that Prelate has the 1 Ear at 


preſent, and his Creatures extol him for a Man of 


great Abilities. Tis ſaid, the Queen has writ to 
the Pope, deſiring a Carainal's Hat for him: And 
ſome whiſper, That he will be made the Prime Mi- 
iter, in the Room of Mazarini. To ſpeak my 
Sentiments, I wiſh he were; for there ſeems not ſo 


much Reaſon to apprehend from his Counſels any 


notable Deſign againſt the Otteman Port, as from 
thoſe of the Cardinal, whom I look upon as a 
Secend Richlicu. Here are ſeveral Intereſts on 
Foot; the whole Court is divided into Fact 
Ons 
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ons, ſtriving to undermine and ſupplant each 
other. 


It is not here as in Turi, where the greateſt 
Bajja's are but the Sullans Slaves. The Princes of 
France are equal to ſome Sovereign K ugs, and upon 
the leaſt Grudge will raiſe Armies, and give the King 
Battle, if he Is not come to their Terms, an 
make a ſatisfactory Compoſition, Neither dares the 
King put any of them to Death, for fear of the Peo- 

le, who generally take their Part, being greedy of 
ovelties, and prone to rebel. 

Wouldſt thou know, by what Means the Nobility 
of France arrived te ſuch a dangerous Power ? I tell 
thee, im a Word, 'The Kings themſelves have put a 
Sword into their Hands, which they ſpare not to 
draw, when their Ambition or Diſcontent prompts 
them to it. They are freed from all Tribute and 
Homage; have the Command of whole Provinces 
committed to 'them, in which are great Numbers 
of walled 'Fowns, Forts, and Caſtles. Theſe great 
Charges, procure them the Eſteem and Veneration 
of the People living under their Government; who - 
honour them as Kings, and readily take up Arms in 
their Vindication; | | 

The Queen Regent is fearful, let they ſhould take 
Advantage of her Son's Minority ; and, under Pre- 
tence of reforming the Szate, or ſerving the King's 
Intereſt, they ſhould involve the Kingdom in Civi/ 
Wars. She keeps a ſtrict Watch over the Dut⸗ 
of Orl-ans and obſerves the Prince of Conde's 
Motions : Her Guards are doubled, and ſhe neglects 
nothing that may aſſure the Intereſts of the 
Crown. | 

Thou, who ſtandeſt by the Silent Fountain, 
and art near the Perſon of the Grand Signior, 
think of doing Mahmut fome good Office, who 
loves cordially, ſerves faithfully, and prays fer- ' 


vently for the Health and long Life of our 


glorious 
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Glorious Sultan, and wiſhes thee thy Fill of Happi- 
nels. ab 


Paris, 27th of tbe 10th Meon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XXV. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


E RE are arrived ſeveral Hundreds of S$/awves, 

who have manumitted themſclves by a bold 
Adventure; an Exploit, which to give them their 
due, has ſomethings in it of Bravery. The Place of 
their Captivity was Alxandria; thou knowelt the 
Circumſtances of that Haven: What Hazards wall 
nor the Deſire of Liberty put Men upon? There 
were ſeveral Thouſands of Franks in the City, 
whom the Reſtraint and Rigors of Servitude had 
made weary of their Lives. Among the reſt, a 
Native of Brabant, who having been bred up in 
the Art of diſtilling frong Waters, lus Patron hi- 
red him a Shop, furniſhing him with all Materials 
and Neceſſaries to proſecute his Calling, in hopes of 
very profitable Return. To this Man's Shep there 
was a great Reſort of all the Fan in the City, by 
which Means he improved his Trade, and thriv'd 
mightly. He was a bold Fellow, and took a par- 
ticular Pride in great Attempts; and though he 
might have lived very happily, and enriched him- 
ſelf by his own Occupation, yet he had another 
Sort of Chymiſtry to practiſe; being reſolved to 
draw his Fellow Slaves, (who were now become 
his Cuſtomers) off from the Lees of Deſpair, and 
elevate them to a Reſolution of ſeeking their Free- 


dom, He often-harangu'd them on this Subject and 
| a ſtrict 
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a ſtrict Intilligence was held between all the Eups- 
pean Slaves in that City. At length, it was agreed 
amongſt them to ſeize a certain Veſſel, that lay in 
the Harbour, and commit themſelves to the Winds 
and the Waves. This was carried on with ſo much 
Secrecy, and ſo dextrous a Conduct, that unſuſpected, 
above Two Thouſand of them got Aboard, and put 
out to Sea. The Wind favouring them, they trit 
arrived at Candia, where they landed ſome Hundreds 
of their Crew ; after this, they touch'd at Malta, 
where they diſpoſed of others; then, at Liworno in 
Italy; and laſtly came ſafe at Mar/zi//zs, where 
the Remainc er came aſhore. Theſe are Natives of 
France, England, Brabant, and Holland, with two 
Spaniſh P, 10s. | 

The Inhabitans of Paris are very charitable to 
them, eſpecially the Merchants, who traffick in the 
Lewant, of which there are great Numbers in this 
City. The C/ergy alſo, have made a Collection for 
them; and, tis ſaid, the Qucen-Negent has ordered 
her A/m:ner to diſtribute Three Thouſand Crowns 
among them. | 

They inveigh bitterly againſt the Mu//almns, 
curſing our holy Prophet, and thanking their good 
Stars, for thus fortunately redeemng tkem from an 
inſupp rtable Slavery I cannot ſee wherein the 
merit Blame in all this, it being natural for al 
Men to covet Liberty ; and to rejoice when they 
have eſcaped any Misfortune. I proteſt, I cannot 
be angry with them in my Heart for any Thing, 
but the Blaſphemics they vomit againſt the Me/- 
ſenger of Gad. The reit, are Actions as natural, 
as to eat and drink. Se/f-Priſervation being com- 
mon to all Animals; there ſeems as much Reaſon 
to condemn a Bird that chirps and triumphs when 
ſhe feels her ſelf upon the Wing, ranging the balmy 
Air, being newly releaſed from the Cage, as to 
find Fault with theſe Fellows, for rejoicing that 

they 
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they have eſcaped the Confinement and Hardſhips of 


Captivity. 
owever, it is an A — of the 
Guards who belong to that City. to ſuffer theſe In- 


fidels thus to give them the Slip. So culpable a Re- 
miſcneſs, may coſt ſome of them their Heads. | 


The Great God, whoſe Power is manifeſted in the 


Ocean, as well as on the dry Land, furniſh thee with 
as favourable Winds as theſe Fugitives had, when 
thou ſaileſt to execute the Orders of the Grand 


Signtor. 


Paris, zoth »f the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. © 


LETTER XXVI. 
To Muſtapha Guir, an Eunuch Page. 


JT HIS Cart has within theſe three Days put on f 


N another Face than it had ever ſince the Royal 


Obſequics were perform'd. One would hardly think 
it the fame, were it not for the Mourning they ſtill 
wear, on the Account of the late Vng's Death. This 
is a Formality uſed all over Chri/ftendom in ſuch Caſes 
and ſerves for a Diſeuiſe to Hypocritics, The French 
Grandees make ute of it to maſque their ſeveral Poli- 
tick Deſigns They wear Black, the Emblem of 
Sadneſs, to denote their Grief for the dead Monarch, 
and yet they feaſt and revel, to the End they may 
ſend more of the Royal Blood after him. The Mat- 
ter I am going to inform thee of, is 7ragical in it 
ſelf ; and had been worſe, but for the Prevention of 
Providence. 


There 


— 
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Three Days ago, the Princes of the Blood, with 
divers of the Prime Nobility, were invited to a 
Feaſt by the Queens Order. The Place where 'twas 
kept, is called the New Caft/e. It is needleſs for me 
to deſcribe the magnificent Entertainment; thou 
may'ſt conclude, all Things were performed with 

t Coſt and Majeſty. They banquetted with 

ine to Exceſs; inſomach, as the Duke of Orleans, 
about Midnight, walking through a Gallery, was 
ſo inebriated with the Juice of Grape, that he 
fell aſleep on a Couch, which ſtood about the 
Middle of the Walk ; he was wrapt in his Cloak, 
a Garment well known in the Court, by the l . 
Diamond that button d it before; but no y 
came by that Way, till two Hours afterwards, a 
certain French Lord, g to his Lodging, took 
Notice of a Man . 
ing nearer, knew it to the Duke. Wonderin 
what ſhould be the Meaning of it, he enqui 
of the Duke's Page, that ſtood not far off, who 
told him, His Mafter wwas overcome with Wine. 
Lord, not thinking it convenient to leave a Prince 
of the Blod in ſuch a Place, at ſuch a Time of the 
Night, cauſed his Servants to take him up, and car- 

him to his own Lodgings, who, for the 

t veniency, left the Cloak behind upon the 

Couch. As ſoon as they were gone, the Duke's 
Page puts on the Cloak, and being alſo tired with 
watching, laid himſelf down to fleep. The Duke, 
not long after awakes, and call'd for his Page, not 
knowing where he was. The Servants of the 
French Lord immediately ran to the Page, but 
found him dead upon the Couch, being ftabb'd 
through the Heart. Thou may'ſt imagine what a 
Surprize the whole Court was in, when this Acci- 
dent was known, Next Morning, ſtrict 1 i 
was made inte this Affair, but nothing brought 
to Light; only, an That, about three o 
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Clock in the Morning, an unknown Perſon was ſeen 
by «the Centinels, to be let into C:rd:nol Mazarini's 
Apartment. The Buſineſs was huſh'd up; yet Peo- 
ple ſpare not to whiſper, That the Cardinal was pri- 
vy to the Murder; adding, That the Blow was given 
by Miſtake, the Page Pear ſuppoled to be the 
Duke, as he lay wrapt up in that remarkable Cloak. 
It is common in theſe fide! Countries, for great 
Men to hire Ruffians to execute their Revenge. And 
theſe Fellows are as prompt and cextrous at a pri- 
vate Murder, as our Mxtes are to execute the Plea- 
ſure of the Grand Siontor, when he commands them 
to ſtrangle any Offending Bu But they will 
have half the Price of their Villany before-hard, 
nd the Reſidue when 'tis accompliſhed. Thus is 
innocent Blood become a Merchandize : They traf- 
fick for Aſſaſſinations; and, a Man cannot call his 
Life his own, ſince, at that very Inſtant it may be 
bought by another I have not heard. That ſuch a 
deteliable Wickedneſs has ever been practis d- in the 
Emjire of the Mu//ulmans, much leſs in che Seraglia's 
of our Sultans, which are the Manſions of Juſtice 
and Vir:ue. | 
One of the Granders of France, (whom they call 
the Duke of Beaufort) takes inceſſant Pains to find 
out the Author of this Murder. He is a mortal 
Enemy of Cardinal Mazarizi, and would give half 
the Revenve of his Dukedom. could he remove 
him-6ut'of tue Kingdom. He infinuates very plau- 
fible Sutpicions into the Minds of the Caurtiert, to 
render him odious. He dares not openly accuſe 
him of being acceſlary to the Pe's Death, having 
no evident Proofs againft him; but he enveavours to 
& ate n a Men a Belief, that he had a Hand in it. 
He- has <onful'ed & Mapicon, who has ſhew'd him 
the Mite of "the Marderer in a (Gla's, and by an- 
Ger tec of Hs Enchantmen s. has preſented him 
w MIS 7 10 ure, ray m from the Magical Portraifture 
1291 4 in 
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is the Glaſs, which the Duke had cauſed to be imi- 


that ſo (if poſſible) the Murderer may be diſco- 
ver'd, who will not fail to be put to all the Tor- 
tures they can invent, to draw a Confeſſion from him, 
That Cardinal Mazarini had contrived the Murder of 
the Duke / Orleans, th Hy miftake  twas executed 
on hin Page. But the Cardinal is even with him, 
kaving accuſed him to the Queen, of defigning te 
murder him; whereupon, the Duke is {ent Friſoner 
to the Ca/tle of the cd of Vindennes. This makes 
the Creatures of Beaufort to murmur, and ſay, There 
is a higher Hand than the Cardinals alone, in the 
Contrivance of this Murder. Libels are ſcatter d 
up and down the Streets; and tis ſaid, That the 
Ghoſt e has been often ſeen to walk in the 
Royal Apartments; r ads 5 

In the mean Time, I wait all Opportunities to do 
the Grand Signior ſome effectual Service, ſnatching 
every Contingency which may advance the Ottoman 
Intereſt. Neither am I forgetful to oblige my 
Friends. | 

The great God preſerve thee from untimely Death, 
and give thee Favoar with the Sultan. L 


Paris, zoth of the 11th Moon, | 
- of the Tear 1643. 
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LETTER XXV. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother. 


| HEN I wrote laft to thee, I thought I 
| ſhould have taken a farther Journey than 
thou; Aſia was the deſigned _ of thy Travel; 
but I lock d on my ſelf at that Time, as bound for 
another World : And therefore, having no Hopes of 
ever ſeeing thee again in this, I gave thee a ſolemn 
Adieu. It is now four Years ſince that Letter was 
writ, during which, thou haft ſeen many ſtrange 
Things in the Eaff, while I have obſerv'd ſome Re- 
markables in the Ve. Thou art return'd ſafe to 
Conflantinople, and 1 am ſtill alive in Paris, I am 
overjoy'd to hear I have a Brother living ; I hope 
thou wilt not be ſorry that I have hitherte eſcaped 
the Stroke of Death. We Two are the enly Survi- 
ving of all our Race; let us love one another, as 
though there were nothing elſe in the World for us 
to love. As for our Mother, I know not whether 
ſhe be on Earth, or in Paradiſe. I he laſt Letter ſhe 
ſent me, e sd her Grief for the Death of her 
ſecond Huſband, fince which, Eighteen Moons are 
elaps'd, and I have heard nothing of her. I defire 
thee, if thou haſt any Tenderneſs tor Mabmut, to ſa- 
tisfy me whether ſhe is living or dead. Perhaps ſhe 
is married again, and may be removed into ſome un- 
known Country. I am perplex'd with a T houſand 
Anxieties about her. 

Remember, That the Tribe to which we belong, 
was none of the moſt obſcure in Arabia. Let us 
imitate the Virtues of our Kindred, without meddling 
with their Vices; in ſuch a Family, it will not be 
difficult to find ſome good Examples, and ſuch as 
are worthy to be followed. Let us learn Tempe- 
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rance from one, Prudence from another, Magna- 
mity from a Third, and the Rules of Piety and 
uſtice from them all, This I take to be a proper 
ethod to acquire an Excellency in Virtue, and to 
root good Habits in us ; it being certain, That pra- 
ctical Examples have more Influence on Men, than 
the moſt Nichy and ſage Inſtructions. Who can re- 
fle& on the incomparable Modeſty of U/zph, my 
Father's Brother, and not be charm'd ? Thou 
may ſt remember with how ſweet a Grace of 
Mildneſs and Condeſcenſion all his Actions were 
adorn'd. He was eſteem' d the moſt polite Man in 
thoſe Parts. 5 we may 8 17 4 a 
uries patiently, not to grow in at 
Im 9 of the Vulgar: Not to be of a rug- 
Temper, fierce or revengeful, but to be al- 
ways of an even Deportment, purſuing all Men 
with Civilities and good Offices; the very Nature 
of which brings its own Reward along with it (if 
there were no others; ) the Mind being ted with an 
inexpreſſible Complacency, after ſuch generous Per- 
formances. 


Mebemet Ali, our Kinſman, was a Man of fingular 
Government and Moderation. He was neither vain- 
ly Fond of his Friend, nor Humourous or Cold, 
He rejected Flatterers, and was not concern'd at Slan- 
derers. He was neither Superſtitipus nor Prophane; 
Liberal without Pride, Frugal without Avarice, and 
in all Things he carried himſelf with exquiſite 80- 

briety and Reaſon. | 

Such Men as theſe we ought to ſet before us, 
as Patterns of a 2 Life ; and, in following their 
Steps, we ſhall honour the Family from which we 
deſcend. | 

In peruſing thy Letter, I find thou haſt made 
ſome profitable Remarks in thy Travel.. Thou 
haſt been at the Court: of ſeveral Great and Nlu- 
ſtrious Princes ; and returneſt Home enrich'd with 

13 a a Trea- 
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a Treaſury. of Jewels, of a far higher Price than 
Rubies and Diamonds. The Knowledge which thou 
haſt purchaſed, is a Merchandiſe for Kings, and will 
render thee acceptable to the Sovereigns of the Earth. 
Thou haſt im prov'd much in a little Time, and ſhalt 
reap the Honour and Profit of thy Experience all the 
Days of thy Liſe. AN e bien we” 
It will be a kind Office, if thou wilt ify thy 
Brother with ſome of thoſe choice Obſervations 
thou haſt made. I have a particular Deſire to be 
inform'd of many Things in the Ine. Our Couſin 
Hei, is covetous of his Memoirs ; he will not impart 
any Thing to me, though he has likewiſe travers'd 
all the E. I would ſain know the Age and Cha- 
rater of the preſent Magul. Here is a Portugueſe in 
tle City, with whom 1 ſometimes üer He 
has been at Indeſlan, and ſays, That the preſent Em- 
eror of that Country is a Man of no great Abili- 
ties; ſuffering his Affairs to be managed by the Con- 
duct of Women: That he has more than ordinary 
Familiarity with one of his Daughters ; That he 
has four Sons, whom he has made Cowvereigns of Pro- 
a inc: They are Princes of active Spirits; and, 
he ſays, tis fear'd they will one Day depoſe their 
Father. | | PIE. 
He tells a remarkable Story of the Great MoguPs 
being once in Danger of his Life ; which, becauſe it 
has ſe mething in it very extraordinary, I will in brief 
relate it to thee, 5 

It happened that this Prince was riding on one 
of his £15; hants in the Prevince of Caſbenire, when 
ſuddenly the Beaſt grew raging mad, it ſeems it is 
the Nature of theſe Animals, when they are ftung 
with Luſt, at certain Times of the Year, to fall in- 
to a kind of Phrenzy, which, (if not timely obvia- 
ted,) will laſt forty Days. He, whoſe Office it was 
to manage the Elephant, perceiving that the King's 
Life was in apparent Danger, through the furious 
FR 5 Humour 
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Humour of the Peaſt. hal not Time to ſay any more 
to the King, but only theſe Words; 7 here is but this 
only ly to ſowe your Life, that Ifatrifice-mine to the 
Elephant, auhich I cel) do, as an unftigned Teflimony 
7 my Loyo'ty. With that, He caſt timſelf at the 

{-phant's Fett, which immediately took him up 
witn his Trunk, and kill'd him, and ſo became pa- 
ciſied. The King, aſtoniſhed at ſo ſurprizing an Ae: ö 
cident, and to 25 his Gratitude for ſo unparallel'd 
a Fidelity, ſent for this Man's Son's, and having 
aſk'd tham, Whether they .could have Reſolution 
enough to follow their Father's Examples in ſuch a 
Caſe, to which they all anſwering, That his Majeſty 
might ſee it immediately, if he pleaſe to give bus the 
Ucrd; the King caus'd rich Veſts to be beſtowed on 
every one of them, with other Preſents, and made 
'em the Chief Maſters of his Elephants, throughout 
the Empire. The Portugueſe added, That in-T oken 
of Thank fulneſs to Heaven for ſe ſignal a Preſerva- 
tion, the Emperor gave Royal and Magnificent Alms 
to all the Poor in that Province, vowing never to 
ride again on an Elipbant, fince it had coſt him the 
Life of one of his moſt faithful Servants. 

If chou haſt met with any Inſtances of ſo re- 
markable a Virtue, inſert them in thy Letter; for, 
whatever may be in the Ea, a Man may live 
whole Ages in the W:ftern Parts, before he ſhall 
find ſuch unſhak en Fidelity in a Servant. The King 
Eternal caſt an Eye of Favour on thee, and reward, 
thee for the Love thou beareſt to our glorious Sultan. 


Paris, 1t6h of 1h: 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 4 


The End of the Second Book. 
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LETTER L 
To Ibrahim * Cheik, a Man of the 
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Law. 


ERE is a Man come to this City, if he 
may be called a Man, who pretends to 
| have lived about theſe Sixteen Hundred 
Years. They call him the b 
But ſome ſay, He is an mpofior. He ſays © 


ſelf, That he vas Uſer of the Divan in Jeruſalem, 
(the r where all 
Criminal Cauſes were | ime when 
Jau, the Son of Mary, "the Chrificn's _—_ 
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condemned by Pontius Pilate, the Roman Prefident : 
Tua his Name was Michob Ader; and, that, For 
thing , out of the Hall, with "theſe Words, 
Co, why Ariel thou ? The Maſſias anſwered him 
agaia; Ig, but tarry thou till I come; thereby 
condemning him to live till the Day of Judgment. 
He pretends to remember the Apoſtles that lived 
in thoſe Days, and, That he himſelf was Baptized 
by one of them : That he has travelled through all 
Regions of the M orld, and ſo muſt continue to be 
a Va Sond till the M. Mas ſhall return again. They 
lay, That he heals Diſeaſes, by touching the Party 
affefted. Divers other Miracles are aſcribed to him 
by the Jenorant and Swperfiitions ; but the Learned, 
the Noble, and the Great, cenſure him as a Counter- 
feit, or a Madman. Yet there are, who affirm, That 
's one convincing Argument of the Reality of 
his Pretence, That he has hitherto eſcaped a Pri- 
ſon, eſpecially in theſe Countries, where the Au- 
thours of all Innovations are ſeverely puniſh'd. He 
has eſcaped the Inqui/ition at Rome, in Spain, and in 
Portugal, which the Vulgar will have tobe an evident 
Miracle. * 
One Day I had the Curiofity to diſcourſe with 
him in ſeveral Languages; and I found him Ma- 
ſer of all thoſe that I could ſpeak. I converſed 
with him five or fix Hours together in Aratick, 
He told me, That there was ſcarce a true Hiſtory 
to be found. I aſked him, What he thought of 
Mahomet, the Prophet and Eawgiver of the Muſjul- 
mans? He anſwerd, That he knew his Father ve- 
ry well, and had been often in his Cempany at 
ws in Perfia; That M.bomet was a Man full of 
Light and a Divine Spirit, but had his Errors as 
— 1 other Mortals; and that his chiefeſt was, in 
denying the Crucifixion of the Meffias ; for, (aid he, 
1 cas then preſent, and ſaw him hang on the Croſs, 


with theſe Eyes of mine. He accuſed the 3 
0 
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of Inpoſture, in making the World believe, That the 
Tomb of their Prophet hangs miraculouſly between 
Heaven and Earth, ſaying, That he himſelf had 
ſeen it, and that it Was built after the Manner of 
other Sepulchres. + Thou who haſt been at the Holy 
Place, knoweſt whether this be falſe or true. He 
vpbraids the Pe an Mahemectans with Luxury, the 
Ottomans with Tyranny, the Arabians with Robbery, 
the Mecors with G45 and the Miſſulmans of th 
Indies with Atheiſm : Nor does he ſpare to reproach 
the C riſtian Churches: He taxes the Reman and 
Grecien with the pomprus Idolatry of the Heath nt. 
He accuſes the #thiopian with Juda iſ, the Arme- 
nian with Herefies 3 and ſays, I hat the Preteflants, 
if they would live according to their Profeſſion, 
would be the beſt ii ans. | 
He told me, He was in Ren when News ſet Fire 
to the City, and flood triumphing on the Top of a 
Hill to behold its Flames. I hat he ſaw Sæladine's 
Return from his Conqueſts in the E, when he cauſed 
his Shirt to be carried'on the Top of a Spear, with 
this Proclamation ; Saline, Lord of mary rich C:um- 
tries, Conguerer of the Eaſt, twer vittnius and ha 
Y, when le dirs, all bawde no other Memorial lift of 
all his Gleries, but culy this poor Shirt, 

He relates many remarkable Faſſages of Schman 
e Magnificent, whereof our Hiſtories are fijent ; 
and ſays, He was in Conſtantinople, when Selyman 
built that Ncyal Moſque, which goes by his Name. 
He knew Tamerlane the Sqtl ian, and told me, That 
he was ſo call'd, becauſe he lalted with one Leg. 
He pretencs alſo to have been acquainted” with 
Seanderbeg, the Valiant and Fortunate Prince of 
Epirus. He ſeem'd to pity the inſupportable Ca- 
lamity of Been t, whom he had ſcen carried a- 
bout in a Cage by Tamerl/are's Order. He accuſes 
the Sqtlian, of too barbarous an Inſult on the 
Unfortunate Sz tan. He remembers the ancient 
Calipts 
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Calizhs of Babylon and Egypt; the Empire of the 
Sarovcens,' and, the Wars in the Holy Land. He 
highly extols the Valour and Conduct of the re- 
nowned Godfrey of Bulloign He gives an accurate 
Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, Eſtabliſhment, and 
Subverſion of the Mamalutes in Egypt. He ſays, 
he has waſh'd himſelf in the two head Springs of 
the River Nile, which arile in the , moſt Sa hern 
Part of /Zthiopia. That its Increale is occaſion d by 
the great Rains in /Z#thispia, which ſwell all the Ri- 
vers that fall into the Nie, and cauſe that vaſt nun- 
dation, which has ſo much puzzled Philo/aphy to find 
out the Origin. He ſays, That the River Ganges in 
India, is broader and deeper than the Ni/-; That the 
River Niger in Africa is lenger by fome Hundreds of 
Miles; and, That he can remember a Time, when 

the River Mile overflowed not till three Months after 

the uſual Seaſon. 

Having profeſſed himſelf an univerſal Traveller, 
and that there was no Corner of the Earth where 
he had not been preſent, I began to comfort my- 
ſelf with the Hopes of ſome News from the Ten 
Tribes of Iſrael, that were carried into Capc.ivity by 
Salmanaſſar King of Myria, and could never be 
heard of ſince. f alk'd him ſeveral Queſtions, con- 
cerning them, but found no ſatisfactory Anſwer. 
Only he told me, That both in Aa, Africa and Eu- 
* he had taken notice of a Sort of People, who 
(though not Fervs in Profeſſion) yet retained ſome 
Cherater:ſiicks, whereby one migtt diſcover them to 
be deſcended of that Nation. 8 FAR 

In Livonia, Ruſjia, and Finland, he had met with 
People of diſtinct Languages from that of the Coun- 
try, having a great Mixture of Hebrew Words; 
That theſe abſtained from Swines Fleſh, Blood, and 
Things ſtrangled That in their Lamentatioas for 
the Dead, they always uſed theſe Words, [ Ferg- 
Jeru, Maſco Salem.) By which he thought, they = 

5 70 called 
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called to Remembrance 75 — and Damaſcus, 
thoſe two famous Cities of Paleſfine and. Syria. In 
the Grcaſians alſo he had traced ſome Footſteps of 
udaiſm ; their Cuſtoms, Manner of Life, Feaſts, 
arriages, and Sacrifices, being not far removed 
from Inftitutions of the Mo/aick Law. But, 
what is moſt remarkable, he ſaid, That he had con- 
verſed with profeſſed Jeu in the North Parts of 
Ala, who never ſo much as heard of Jeſus, the 
Son of Mary, or of the Revolutions in Jada after 
his Death, the Siege and Deſtruction of Jeriſalem, 
or any other Matters wherewith all Hiſtories abound, 
concerning that Nation. He ſaid moreover, That 
| theſe Jews had only the Pentatauch, not havin 
heard of the reft of thoſe Books which compo 
the greateſt Part of the Oli Teflament ; and, That 
this Pentatcuch was written in a Sort of Hebrew, 
far different from that which is now commonly 
ſpoken by the reſt of the diſperſed tus through- 
out the World. That the Number of theſe Nav 
was infinite. And finally, he thought, That theſe, 
(if any) were the true Poſterity of thoſe Ten Captive 
ribes. | 
Having mentioned the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, I 
aſk d him, M here he was at that Lime? He told me 
in the Cæurt of Yiftafran at Rene, and that he had 
heard the Emperor ſay, when he underſtood the 
Temple of Sclomon was burnt to Aſhes, He had rather 
all Rome had been {it on Fire. Here the old Man 
fell a weeping himſelf, lamenting the Ruins of that 
noble Structure, which he delcribed to me as fa- 
miliarly, as if he had ſen it but Yeſterday. He 
fays, That 7% tus wrote partially of the Scaditious 
in the City, being related to one of the Chief Ring- 
leaders, whom therefore he ſpar'd, being lot 
to ſizin the Reputation of his own Family to all 
Peſterity. , | 


I tell. 
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I tell thee, Sage Cheik, if this Man's Pretences be 
true, he is ſo full of choice Memoirs, and has been 
Witneſs to fo many grand Tranſactions for the Space 
of ſixteen Centuries of Years, I kat he may not un- 
fitly be call'd, A Living Chronology, the Proto-Notary 
of the Chriſtians Hegira, or Principal Recorder of that 
which they eſteem the Laff Epocha of the World's 


Duration. 

By his Looks one would take him for a Relict of 
the Old World, or one of the Long-liv'd Fathers be- 
fore the Flood. To ſpeak modeltly, he may paſs 
for the Younger Brother of Time. | 

It would be endleſs to tell thee how many other 
Diſcourſes we had of his Travelz and Memoirs ; till 
tired with his Company, and judging all to be a 
Cheat, I took my Leave. 

I tell thee, he ſeems to be a Man well vers'd in all 
Hiftories, a great Traveller, and one that affects to 
be counted an extrardinary Perſon. The common 
People are ready to adore him; and the very Fear of 
the Multitude reſtrains the Magiſtrates from offering 
any Violence to this /npoftor. 

Live thou inthe Exercite of thy Reaſon, which will 
net permit thee to be ſeduced into Errors, by the 
ſubtle Infinuations of Men. Continue to love Mab- 
mut, Who honours thee without a Fiction. 


Paris, 4th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1644. 


LETTER 
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LETTER II. 
To the Selictar Aga, or Sword Bcarer. , 


Ealouſy, the Bane of publick Alliances, as well 

as of private Friendſhip, has carried the Arms of 
Cat edelaud into Denmark, at a Ii ime when icaft ex- 
pected | 

All Europe was alarmed at the News of this /ur- 
priz nz luv, un; it being thought that the Sawedes 
had Work enough cut out for them in Germanv. 

However, few co ild penetrate into the Reaſons 
which induced them to reſpite the In- idle, and 
at the fame I ime carry the War into the Dominions 
of King Cian; who by his Mediation, and other 
good Offices. betu ecn the Ger man Ei perer and that 
Crown, meritea another Kind of Return than an 
Hoflile lnwvajion. | - 

But che Peace-maker has moſt Times a thankleſs 
Office. I have ſeen a Gentleman endca curing to 
par: or pacity two of lis Friends, encount;ng. in 
the Streets of Pi, and has received the Foluc of 
one of their Rapicrs in tus Heart for his Kindneſs. 
So farcd ic with the King of Vermark, who Mas 
accepted of by both Parties, as Umpire of the 
Quarrel, and tad ſent his Zmboffador to Danfter, 
where he treated fo ſucceisfully Mich the Inge ta- 
lifts, that he breugit them to Terms very advan- 
tageous to the Savedes ; yet the firſt Overtures of 
his Mediation gave ſo great a Suſpicion to that 
Nation, taat While the Dany Ambaſjador was actually 
concluding a Peace for them, they commence a 
War, or rather tranſlate it from the Prewinces of 
the Empire to Scania, entering that Country with 
Twelve Thouſand Men. And, to ſhew the World 
they were in carneſt, they privatcly treat with the 

Hollander 
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Hellanders, to aſſiſt them with a Fleet and Men, which 
was granted them under the Command of Alnmiral 
Martin Tyet. | | 
At the ſame Time, General Torflen/on entered Hol- 
tin, Where he advanced with admirable Succeſs ; 


took Kiel by Surprize ; and paſling forward, polteſ- + 


ſed himſelf of Jutland, driving King Chriſſian into 
a Corner of 'his Dominions ; for, now he had only 
Zealand and Fionia left, which are two J/ands, the 
former whereof commands the Paſſage into the Bal- 
tick Sea. | 
Here the King of Denmark finds himſelf beſet 
with Difficulties and Dangers by Sea and Land; 
yet, in regard his greateſt Strength lay in his Ship- 
ping, he wholly applies himſelf to rig and man out 
a good Fleet. At the ſame Time, he informs his 
Ally of this unjuſt War, and made paſſionate Com- 
plaints to the Emperor, for whoſe Sake all this befel 
kim, imploring his Friendſhip and Aid in fo great 
a Calamity. The Emperor ſends Galaf/o with Forces, 
who. entering the Territories of Hambugh and Lu- 
beck, a League was negotiated between' the Emperor 
and the Dani King. But by the Artifices of the 
French and Holland Ambaſſadors at Cypenhagen, the 
King was diſſuaded from making an Alliance with 
the Heuſe of Auſtria. ; 
However, the Dankirkers offered King Chriſtian 
to maintain a conſiderable Flect in the Sound, at 
_ own Charge, which he ſeemed to accept 
of > | 5 | 
All the Miniſſers endeavour to play their own 
Game, 'and abuſe the Goodneſs of the unfortunate 
King. Whilſt in the mean Time, he loſes Ground 
in Ho/ſtein ; General Tor fienſon having taken Chrifti- 
enfrys, a very ſtrong Place: Ware 
What will be the Iſſue of theſe Tranſactions, 
Time will manifeſt; but were not this King Maſter 
of an extraordinary Virtue, he would fink under 
| ſo 


= 
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ſo many Preſſures, being a Man of a Great Age- 
But G ſupports: whom he pleaſes. 


Paris, 20th of the 1k Mean, 
of the Year 7644. 


— 


L ET T E R IV. 
To Cara Haly, the Phyſician at Con- 


ſtantinople. 


HO UV haſt ſeen many in the Arms of Death, 
wreſtling with the Grim Monarch of Shadaws, 
who by the Privilege of an excellent Conſtitution, 
have difengaged themſelves from his Clutches, and 
ſtood at open Defiance with him for ſome Years af- 
terwards. But I queſtion whether thou haſt ever 
known any, whom that Conqueror has once laid in 
the Duſt, that ever recovered again. bo 
In a Village about Half a League from this City, 
there die a Man (or at leaſt he ſeemed to die) 
about a Week ago. He was ſtretch'd forth into 
the Poſture fitteſt for bis Coffin, by the Hands of 
two Old Women. His Relations and Friends 
flock'd about his Body, to pray for his Soul, as is 
the Cuſtom of the Chriftians. The Houſe was fill'd 
with Tears and Sighs, and a mournful Cloud fat on 
every Brow : He lay thus for the Space of thirty 
five Hours, dead, in the Suppofition of all his 
Family; when the Watchers, who fat by, were 
ſuddenly aftoniſhed to hear him ſneeze : They ran 
away at firſt, as People affrighted at ſome ghaſtl 
Viſion, and alarmed the whole Neighbourhood wit 
the News. Phyſicians were {ent for, who cauſing 
him to be laid in a warm Bed, and ufing pro 
Applications, he recovered his Senſes, — by De- 


grees 
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his Speech : They are in Hopes to reſtore him 
to perfect Health again: He relates to his Viſitants 
many ſtrange Things that he has ſeen and heard du- 
ring the t five Hours that he was thought to be 
dead. He ſays, He has been before the Throne 
of God, and has ſeen all the Orders of Angels ; that 
he was commanded to return back again to his Body, 
to warn Men of the approaching Day of 2 
He preaches Repentance and good Works, to all 
that come near him. Hence it is, that the devouter 
Sort of People reſort to his Houſe in Pilgrimage, 
eſteeming him a Saint. They ſay, He has anticipa- 
ted the General Reſurrection, to give a freſh Proof of 
it to this Unbelieving Age, and to evince that it will 
come to paſs before he ſhall quit his Body : He pro- 
hefies the Converhon of the Fews to be near at 
and, and that the Muſu/mans ſhall embrace tho 
Chriſtian Faith. 

Such as are fond of Novelties, and ſuperſtitioufly 
inclined, believe what he ſays to be as true as the 4. 
coran ; but the Learned impute it all to the Fumes of 
Melancholy, to which he was always naturally prone. 
Fer my Part, who believe that Mahomet, the Meſſen- 
ger of God, was the Laſt, and Seal of all the Pro- 
þhets, I look for none after him; nor am I credulous 
of every one, who pretends to a Divine Commiſſion. 
Yet, when I am in Company with ſuch as are this 
Man's Admirers, I talk as they do, and ſeem what I 
am not, that I may the better acquit my ſelf what I 
really am. Beſides, it is not Prudence to provoke the 
Fury of Bigots, by oppoſing their Sentiments. 
Iubey relate a thee, of a Man who died in this 

City ſome Hundreds of Years ago ; and 'tis upon Re- 
cord, That this Perſon during his Life-time, was 
eſteemed a very holy Man, but after his Death, while 
they were performing his Funeral Obſequies, and car- 
DJing the Body round the Church in Proceſſion, he 

denly ſtarted up from the Bier on which he was 
| carried, 
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carried, pronouncing theſe Words with an audible 
Void, I am arraigned before the Fudgmnt-Seat of 
God. All that heard him ſpeak, were aftoniſhed at 
ſo ſurprizing an Event, and the Priefs, who ſang the 
Hymn of Reſt to his Soul, for a while deſiſſed. But 
again, going on with their Proceſſion and Hymns, he 
aroſe the ſecond Time, and ſaid alo d, 7 amr tricd at 
God's Tribunal. This put another Stop to the Solem- 
nity, till after. ſome Deliberations, they refolved to 
proceed a third 'Time, when he ſtarted up again, and 
ſaid, I am Condemned Ly the Juſ. Sentence of God, 
This put a final Stop to the Funeral Ceremonies. 
They would no longer chant a R to the Su of him, 
whoſe dead Bo aroſe, and pronounced him Damned. 
Neither would they bury his Body in Cnbecreted 
Ground, whole Son they Knew was lodp'd in Hell, 
by a Voice from the Lead. There is an Oi of 
Derwiſjes, called Ci thufinrs, who, they ſay, are à ſtand- 
ing Monument of the 'Truth of this Relation. For 
one Bruno, being touched with Compun&tion at ſo tre- 
mendo-s an Accident, immediately forſo0k the So- 
ciety of Men, and led a contemplative Life in exqui- 
fire Silence, Abftinence, Faſting, ard Prayer, enjoin- 
ing all his Followers to do the like: M ho are now 
ſpread into moſt Parts of Chr:ftendo;m, having maght- 
cent Monaſteries, great Immunities, an are elecmed 
the fri: Order of the Reman Church. They are 
ſerved in the Markets before the King himſelf. If 
any Derwi/e of another Ordir deſires to come into this, 
he may ; but from this there is no Return. They dig 
a Part of their own Grave every Day, having every 
one a Call, and a Garden to himſelf. They converie 
with one another but once a Weck. And if when 
they are walking into the C/oy/fers of their Monaſtery, 
they happen to ſpy a Stranger, they ſcud away into 
their Cells, as Conies into their Holes, at the Sight 
of a Dog. They never taſte of Fleſh, and are obliged 
to pray eight Hours out of the four and twenty. = 
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This Order has afforded eminent Scholars and 
Stateſmen ; but now tis like to have Men of another 
Character for its Proſelytes; for, ſinee the Reſurrec- 
tion of this ew Prophet, I mention d in the Begin - 
ning of my Letter, the Rabble are all turning Car- 
thufians. W | 

Thou who art acquainted with the Nature of Pc. 
facies and Trances, wilt know what to judge of this 
Man's Raptures. The great Cardan could fall into 
them when he pleaſed ; and I have heard of a learned 
Mahometan Derwiſe in the Indies, that had the Art of 
withdrawing his Soul from the Body, at which Times 
he beheld diwine and celeftial Things, not by Way of 
Contemplation, but real Intuition. We mult acknow- 
ledge theſe to be the Favourites of Heaven, Friends 
of Nature, and privy to the Secrets of both Worlds. ' 

I defire thee to write me ſome News of my Friends, 
for I can hear Nothing from them : Which makes 
me think myſelf among the Dead, and quite forgot- 
ten. If thou ſtill retaineft thy wonted Chearfulneſs, 
thou art happy. Sadneſs is the Bane of the Soul, 
from which, I pray Heaven preſerve both thee and 
me. 


Paris, 26th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER 
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LETTER I), 


70 William Voß el, a Chriſtian Recluſe 
of Auſtria. 


Am a Chrif ines malles thou, and yet I cannot 
find a — to live after thy Manner. Not, 

that I reprehend thy Choice, but I conſult my 
own Happineſs. I could willingly embrace a Mo- 
na/tick Life, were it not for the Yow of Obedience. 
Thoſe of Chaftity and Powerty are not fo frightful. 
But, to be abſolutely reſigned to the Will of a a Supe. 
rior (who may be a thouſand Times more vicious 
than my ſelf) is far more irkſome, than to be a 
Slave in Turkey. There a Man may pave himſelf 
OP to many Enjoyments in the Midſt of Capti- 
and ſweeten his worſt Conditien with the 

Ho of Freedom one Time or other : But here I 
be condemned to an everlaſting Servitude, and 

ſuch an one, as renders it a Crime ſo much as to 
think of Pleaſure, or dream of a Releaſe. I muſt 
be ever confined, to obey one that perhaps is not 
Maſter of himſelf ; to — all die Ga prices; 
to give the Lye to that Senſe and — e 
which God and Nature have endued me: To make 
Black and White, Goed and Evil, reciprocal Terms; 
though every one knows, they are perfect Contra- 
ditions. In fine, I muſt reſolve in all Things (not 
excepting my very Thoughts) to be condulfed by 
him, whe, for ought I — follows no other 
Guide but his own ona Paſſions. What will 
then become of me, after ſuch an unreaſonable 
Forfeiture of my native Liberty ? I will tell thee, 
in ene Word; from a rational Creature, I ſhall 
be changed to a Brute; from a Man to a Sot; 
and, * now ſome Sparks of ay + 
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ſhall then be made the Rendezvouz of all Vice. 
Think not, that I go about to make thee hate the 
Manner of Life thou choſen : Though I eſteem 

thee miſerable, do not judge ſo of thy ſelf. Thou 
mayeſt find a great deal of Pleaſure in that Reſtraint, 
which to me would be the moſt inſupportable Cala- 
uy in the World ; and it may be as eaſy for thee 

to ſubmit to the Will of another, as tis hard for me 
to comply with my own. I am of ſo wavering a 
Conſtitution, that I cannot, without great Difficulty, 
pleaſe my ſelf ; much leſs could I be able to humour 
the Extravagancies of a Soul, different from mine. 
I have obſerved, that ſhould I follow the Motions of 
of my own proper Irclination at all Times, I ſhould 
do many I hings whereof I might afterwards re- 
pent : Why may not the Caſe be the ſame, or worſe, 
if I blindly obey the Will of a Stranger? Am I ſure 
that he is a good Man? Or, if he be fo Lo- day, 
how do I know but that he may be otherwiſe To- 
morrow ? Nay, What Security can be given me, 
that if he be a Saint this Hour, he will not be a De- 
vil the next? Since the Temper of a Man varies as 
often, and ſuffers as many Alterations, as the Ele- 
ments do, out of whieh he is compounded : Where 
then can be the Reaſon, of giving myſelf wholly up 
to any Man's Diſpoſal all my Life-time ? Is it not 
ſufficient to obey the Scwereign Prelare, who com- 
mands the whole Church, yet impoſes not the Dic- 
tates of his own Will as a Law, but governs all Chri- 
ftians according to the ancient Traditions, ſacred Ca- 
nont, and Decrees of the Apaftles, Fathers, and Coun- 
cils ? Whereas, thoſe who preſide over the Convent. 
of the Religious, many Times rule arbitrarily, com- 
manding their Subjects to do thoſe Things, which 
are diametrically oppoſite to the very fundamental 
Rules of Cbriflianiiy, and contrary to the Law of 

Nature. * 

The 
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The more I think on't, the greater is my Averſion 
for this private blind Obedience. 

Thou wilt ſay, That a regular Life is the Way to 
Perfection; I grant it: But cannot a Man lead a 
regular Life, unleſs he be immured in a Convent ? 
Or, be perfect, if his Mind be not ſquared to the 
Retirements of a Cleyſter? 1 will tell thee my Senti- 
ments freely, and without a Maſk, The Nature of 
every Thing is its Perfection; there are perfect Sin- 
ners as well as perfect Saints, Thus we fay, ſuch an 
one is a perfect Drunkard, Fornicator, Cheat, Ty- 
rant, or the like, I aſk, thee, Whether this Sort of 
Perſection may not be (I wiſh I could ſay, is not too 
often actually) found within the Walls of a reli 
Heuſe; On the other Hand, doſt thou think it im- 

oſſible to find the Perfection of Virtue, in the mix'd 
ife of the World? Be not a Cynick, nor condemn 

Things whereof thou haſt made no Experiment. Re- 

member, how many Kings and Queens, Princes and 

Nobles, have been Canomized for Saints, who, inthe 

midit of ſo many Splendors kept their Eyes un- 

dazzled. Whole Ears never let in the Blandiſhments 

of Flatterers, nor the malicious Whiſpers of the En- 

vious. Whoſe Hands were never polluted with innc- 

cent Blood, nor their Thirſt quench'd with the Tears 

of Widows and Orphans. But, in all Things they 

conſerved an inviolate Purity, Modeſty, and Integrity 
of Manners Theſe Perſons were perfect in the midſt 
of Imperfections, and regular in the Heighth of hu- 
man Diſorders, Saint: upon Earth, and 4:gel; among 
Men. | 

Aſſuredly, tis not impoſſible for a Man (let his 
Condition be what it will, publick or private, ſer- 
vile or free) to conduct himſelf evenly, and by a 
Rule, through all the Meandetms and Marcs of hu- 
man Life. I muſt confeſs, this is very difficult, 
and all Men have not that divine Art, Few = 
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walk on Pinacles, and not make falſe Steps; ſuch is 
our Lite, and happy is he that makes the feweſt, Vet 
there is a Dexterity, with which whoſoever is ac- 
quainied, need not go to a Manaſlery to enquire the 
Way to Bliſs, ten 
Thou wilt perhaps accuſe me of too much Blunt- 
neſs and Ii] Manners, in thus declaiming againſt that 
Kind of Life, which thou haſt entred into. But, par- 
don the Freedom I take with my Friend, and reſt 
ſatisfied, That though I affect not a recl/u/e Life my- 
ſelf, yet J honour thoſe, who having once engaged 
themſelves therein, perſevere with Conſtancy ; from 
which J ſhall never perſuade thee, or any Man to de- 


part. 


Paris, 1ſt of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


* —_— — — 
— 


LF. TN 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


A French Merchant, lately come from Mabar, 
brings Intelligence, That the Chan of the U/- 
beck Tartars is arrived at that City, to crave Aid of 
the preſent Sophi of Perſia, againſt his rebellious 
Children, who have depoted him, and bereaved him 
of one of his Eyes. The $-p4i has given him a Royal 
Reception, going himſelf in Perſon above a League 
out of the City to meet him, accompanied with all 
his Nobles. This Gentleman came away before the 
Tartarian Prince had ſucceeded in his Deſign. But 
it was generally ſuppoſed, that Cha 4bbas would aſ- 
fiſt him with a conſiderable Army of Horſe and Foot, 
as alſo with Money to carry on the War, 


This 
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This King is not thirteen Years of Age, yet takes 
upon himſelf the Management of Publick Affairs. 
e. is addicted to drinking of Wine, a great Lover 
of Muſick and Women. Of a noble Inclination, 
et ſomewhat too paſſionate. He commanded the 
Belly of one of his Pages to be ripp'd up, for break- 
ing a Cryſtal Baſon which he much admired. Yet 
s, repenting of what he had done, he cauſed 
him to be honeurably buried, and a ftately Tomb to 
be erefed over him. He alſo enquired out ſuch of 
his Kindred as were living, to whom he gave large 
Penſions. 

There has been little of Action in theſe Parts, ſince 
the ſignal Defeat that was given to the French by the 
Forces of John de Nerat, and General Mercy. Four 
French Mareſchals were taken Priſoners, with all the 
chief Officers, Six Thouſand Soldiers, beſides their 
Ammunition and Baggage. 

In this Action, tis ſaid, the Spaniſb Horſe behaved 
themſelves very bravely, ſpurr'd on with an Ambi- 
tion to recover the Glory they ſeem'd to have loſt in 
ſo many Battles. They ruſh'd into the French — 
ters, with a Fury which ſoon put them into Diſorder, 
and afterwards diſpoſed them to quit the Field. 

Before this Battle began, 'tis ſaid, There were ſeen 
Two Armies of Birds fighting in the Air ; which 
engaged ſo furiouſly, that the Ground was covered 
with their dead Bodies. And, that Morning, when 
one of the French _—_— was going out of his 
Tent, with a Piſtol in his Hand, in order to =e it, 
the Barrel ſplit, and tore his Hand in Pieces. Theſe 
are now look'd upon as Prodigies, and ominous Signs 

of the Loſs they afterwards ſuſtained : But, had the 
Victory been on their Side, no Body would have 


taken Notice of them, 


The 
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The Ged that gives Victory when, and to whom he 
leaſes, grant, That the Ottoman Arms may be ever 
uceeſsful againſt the Zfidels. 


Paris, 25th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


———__— ———_—— * * 


LETTER IV. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


HOU that art the principal Support of the 
Ottman Empire, under the Grand Signior, 
oughteſt to be informed of all Things which may 
either threaten Damage, or promiſe Alliſtance to the 
Throne which reſts on thy Suoulders. 

I paſ- away ſome of my Time among Seamen, 
eſpecially ſuch as fail in the Levant ; their very Breath 
is a Relief when Jam Chamber ſick, or ſtifſed with 
the cloſe Vapours of Paris. I fancy their Lungs 
tranſport hither the Breezes of the MM: diterrarean, or 
the more M hole ſome Airs of Ha. I talk fo familiarly 
with them in their Marize Dialect, that they ſcruple 
not to take me for a Tarp.u//n, and therefore enter- 
tain me, without Reſerve, as one of their Crew. 

This very Evening, I was with fone of the.e Re- 
tainers to N:ptzre Among the reſt of the Lit. ourſe 
I had with them, we touched upon the Dad Ales 
which guard the He. /pont I hey taxed the Chri- 
flian Princes with Cou a: dice, or uu able Neg. 
ligeace, that they have never atterpted to force heir 
Taſlage through that Channel into the Proofs, 
and dock up the I ei City by Sea. and i! it 
on Fire; eſpecially the Rezal Seraglle .. „un 
are iſſucd out the Decrees of Life agd +» ain its 


the whole Earth. 
| K 
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I told them, they were miſtaken in the Strength of 
thoſe Caſtles, which command that important Ave- 
nue ; and, That no Ships ever durſt venture within 
their Reach without Leave : When one of them 
ſtarted up, and made this Anſwer : Sir, abe have 
Veſſels impenetrable as Rocks, wwhich dare come to an 
Ancher under the Walls of theſe ſuperannuated Forts, 
and defy all the Turkiſh Ammunition to remove us 
thence. We only want a Commiſſion from cur King 
to try the Expriment. 

I tell thee, Supreme Mzinifer, I found too much 
Reaſon in his Anſwer, to make Room for a Reply. 
Wherefore, diſſembling for a while the Agony 1 was 
in for the Welfare of the Sublime Port, I took my 
Leave of the Company, and immediately ſet Pen to 
Paper, to let thee know what is in the Hearts of 
theſe I»fidels. . | | 

I am not vers'd the Art and Method of Forti- 
fication : Yet, pardon an Error of Loyalty and Zeal, 
if I commit it, in propokng to thee the Neceſſity of 
erecting Platforms all along the erde Shores of 
the Hell. pont, to ſtrike Terror, and prevent the Ene 
my from attempting that, which in all Probability, 
would not fail of Succeſs. 

Thou that art all Wiſdom, wilt know how to make 
a right Uſe of this Hint from the faithful Mahmut, 
who never thinks himſelf happy, but when he does 
ſome acceptable Service to the Invincible Sovereign of 
the Sea and Land. | i We 


* 
„„ 


Paris, 14th of the zd Moons 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER 
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To Oucoumiche, his Mother, at Grand 
Cair9- 


HOU may'ft better imagine than I can expreſs 

the mighty Joy I felt, when ] firſt opened 

thy Letter, and read the Name of her that con- 
ceiv'd me, written by her own Hand; whereby I 
am aſſur'd that thou art yet alive, and in Health 
Believe me, it came in a ſeaſonable Time, to reſcue 
me out of a diſmal Melancholy, which had ſeized my 
Spirits. Surely Fate directed thy Pen, and Promi- 
dence tim d the Arrival of the Veſſel, which brourhe 
me this happy News from 4/:c4, in the ſaddeſt Hour 
of all my Life. Juſt as the Meſſenger knock'd at my 
Chamber Door, (where I fat overwhelm'd with dole- 
ful Thoughts) the whole World ſeem'd to me a vaſt 
Wilderneſs or Deſart, inhabited only by Beaſts of 
Prey, where the Great and Strang devour thoſe whoſe 
Weakneſs cannot arm them in their own Defence. A 
mere Stage of "Tragedies, the Shambles of cruel 
Butcheries, and Murders. In this Figure did my 
troubled Imagination repreſent the Earth. with all the 
Race of Adam dwelling upon it. If I could propoſe 
to my ſelf ſuch a Thing as a Friend in the World, I 
know not how long *twould be, before that very 
Perſon, whom I had greateſt Reaſon to eſteein as ſuch, 
might prove my mortal Enemy; of fo brittle a Com- 
ſition is the Fidelity of Man. I locked upo my 
ife not as my own, but altogether lent me; I 


eſteemed net only Men, but Bealts, and the very ina- © 


nimate Things, my Creditors, for the Permiition I 
had to breathe. I thought my ſelf higaly indebred to 
the Fire, that it did not burn me to Dean in my 
Sleep, and no leſs to the Winds, that the, did, not 
ner K 2 blow 
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blow the Houſe Cown where I lodge, and bury me in 
1's Ruins. For, Where wo. ld be the Injuſtice, it any 
of thoſe Elements, which are the Ingredients of any 
Life, ſhould become the initruments oi my Death? 
I conſicered, that as I neither made my ſelf. nor 
knew how I came to be what J am, ſo I was igno- 
rant when and by what Means I ſhould ceaſe to be, 
Perhaps, I might be *ruck with a Thunder lo/t from 
Heewar, or iwailowed up by ſome greedy Cn in 
the Earth. A l ile from a Houle, might put a Sto 
to the Motiors of this Machine of Fleſh, or a F 
frem a Horſe, might break its Maſter-String. My 
preſent Station 1 look upon as precarious, ſince 
thoſe very Perſons who appointed me this Employ- 
ment, to ſerve one Turn, would not ſcruple to take 
off my Head to ſerve another. 

In theſe Melancholy Thoughts was I almoſt 
drowned, when thy Letter came, and ſtruck a Light 
out of the midſt of Darkneſs. I ani now ready to 
die with Exceſs of Joy, who before was- half killed 

with extreme Sadneis. | #4 
But tell me, my dear Mother, in the Name of our 
Holy Prophe!, what Motive induced thee to quit the 
wholeiome Air of Grecce, for the noi.ome and peſti- 
lential Vapours of Egypr ? Is Cairo a more eligible 
Seat than Confar.tinepic ? Or, Lecauſe thou hatt leſt 
thy Second Huſband, wilt thou be wedded to an in- 
curable Grief, and tink 1.0 Zfourn:ng ſufficient, un- 
leſs thou goin Pilgrimage to t:is very Grave, there to 
diſſo ve in Tears, and mingle thy ſelf with Lis Aſhes, 
He died in Cairo, and is there interr'd; And thou 
migheſt have lived in Szo, or any Part of Greec, 
without Blemiſhing thy Widowhood. People will 
ſay, Thou aimeſt at the Fortune of the Ezhiijan Wi- 
dow, who found a /ivirg Hit and in the Sepulchre of 
her dead One; but I, who know thy Virtue, have 
. etler Thoughts of thee; yet I cannot approve thy 
this becoming Tenant to a Cuarnel Houle, Thaw | 

; Ore, 
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fore, the beſt Advice I can give thec is, To return to 
the Inperial City again, to the Company of thy 
Friends and Acquaintance ; or, at leaſt, Jo return to 
thy ſelf, and be not tranſported with an extravagant 
Sorrow, for one whom thou ſhalt never ſee again 
Tears cannot recover the Dead, nor can thy warmeſt 
Sighs inſpire him with Breath. He is divorc'd from 
thee by an irrevocable Law; and wl.i'ſt thou art ia 
vain Lamenting for him on Earth, he may be Cel:- 
bra:ing New and Joyful Nyp/ials in Heaven, being 
- eſpouſed to ſome of the Beautiful Daughter; of Para- 
diſe. Be perſuaded then, that he has quite forgot 
thee, having engaged himſelf in freſh Amours above, 
That he is in the Arms of ſome Su- pig Brou'y of 
Eden, and that thou haſt no more Intereſt in him. Let 
this Conſideration ailuage thy Grief cure thy Fond- 
neſs, and make thee begin to think of another Huſ- 
band. Thoſe who make their fuſt Vifits to the 
French Widows, after the uſual Formalities of Con- 
dolance are over, take the Liberty to tell diem, That 
they muſt live by the Living, and not by the Dead. 
This comfortable Prowerb is often uſed ; even before - 
the Funeral Solemnities are finiſhed ; and thou haſt 
now paticd away above Two Years ſince thy Huſ. 
band's Death in fruitleſs Mourning, *Tis Time to 
conſult thy future Happineis, and abandoning thy 
Commerce wich the D aa, to become fociable witn 
the Living. | | 

The Great Creator who is God of the Living, an! 
not of the Dead, inſpire thee to take ſuch Meaſures, 
as may beſt comply with the Ends for which he made 
thee ; and repleniſh thy latter Days, with double the 
Bleſſings of the former. | 


Paris, 22d of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. | 


k 3 LETTER 
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| LETTER VIII. 


To Murln Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


T is no ſmall Sat sfaction to me. that ſince the 
Death of ardinal auburn, T have ſtarted no 
Reaſor s to apprehend any Deſigns in this Court, a- 
gainſt th. Empire of the 7/7: ue ia. Tne French 
Grandes, have pats d away a whole Year, without 
riving much Joubie or Alarm to the reſt of the 
orid. Every one minds his own Affairs, and all 
uſh forward to get neareſt the Qucen Regent. The 
liſunderſtanding between her, and the Duke of Or- 
leans, increaſes daily, And this divides the Cour! and 
City into two Facuons, Cardinal azarini ſeems to 
be the Man deſtind to balance the Authority of both 
Parties. He ſpins his Fortune with as fine a Thread 
as his Predeceſſors: being ſenhble, that though the 
Court love him not, yet they cannot ſubſiſt without 
him. He inherits the Mem-irs and /rffru#icns of Cars 
dinal Rich/ieu, and his Spirit too, as well as his Mini- 
firy ; being a Man of an invincible Courage, and ex- 
quiſite Forecaſt, The greateſt Enemy he has, is a Lady 
of the Court (for, I will not compare the Malice of the 
Duke of Beaufort to that of a Woman) they call her 
Madam de Chevereax, a Perion of a keen Wit, and 
good Judgment; a profeſied Enemy to all that had auy 
Dependance on Carsinal Richlicu. And J could ne- 
ver learn any other Ground of her Hatred to Maxa- 
rim, but being the Creature of that Minifer. 
The late King had conceived an irreconceiveable 
Averſion for this Lady, ſuſpecting her to be inſtru- 
mental in carrying on a private Correſpondence be- 
tween his Wife (the now 2ecn-Regent) and the 
Spaniards, To avoid the Conſequences of his An ger 
a 
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f returned to this Court. 
- +444 received her with all t e outward 
-. Aitection a: firſt, bat ſddenly grew cold 
ed, when ſhe began to attempt 4gainſt 
„ b Mazarini, This made the Lady unite her 
ee with that of the Dale of Beau vrt, who very 
weil gat ehes her in the Imperiouſneſs of his Temper, 
ard his Hatred to the Cardinal. They both agree in 
their Endeavours to ruin him, but, I believe, the Fe- 
male Perſecution: to be the moſt dangerous. The 
Duk- |;as made too great a Noiſe to do any conſider- 
able Execution on a Man, who has the Wit to conceal 
his Reſentments, and ſtrike before he is perceived. 
In a Word, the Duke finds himſelf in a Priſon, while 
the Cardinal is every Day more and more eſtabliſh'd 
in the 2ucen's Favour. 

In the mean while, I inſinuate my ſelf into all 
Men's Company, from whom I can hope for any 
Intelligence. Amongſt the reſt, I have obſerved a 
Courtier, who often goes between the Grandees, and 
ſeems to be entruſted with great Secrets; he is ve- 
ry ſparing of Words, and makes his Shoulders ds the 
Office of his Tongue. I have ſometimes entered in- 
to a Diſcourie with him about the Qn, the Cardie 
nal, and others; but all his Anſwers are comprized 
in Italian Rheterick, a Shrug and a Grimace. This 
filent Language ſpeaks very efficaciouſly to me, and 
I eſteem tum worthy to be courted, who. knows fo 
well how to bridle his Tongue. I ply this Politician 
every Day with Addreſſes, and tell him a great deal 
of Feigned Maus, that I may tempt him to utter 
ſome that is 7,-ve. He is a great Privado of Madam 
.dr Chevereux ; often waits on the 2c ; ſometimes 
viſits the Cardinal; and is every Day converſant with 
ons or other of the Nobles. If I can win this Man, 
] hope to pencirate farther into the My//cries of the 


Court. 
K 4 | This 
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The C, form whom nothing is hid, ſo diſpoſe of 
all Human Events, That the Empire of the Muſulmnns 
may be eſtabliſhed, notwithſtanding the Cabals and 
Plots of the Infadels. 


) Paris, 16th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER IX. 
To Signior Lorenzo del' Caſa Bianca, a 
Genouſe at Marſcilles. 


HOU ſendeſt me ſtange and ſurprizing News, 

that the Malta Gallies have take the Eldeſt 

Son of the Grand Signior, and Heir of the Ortomen 
m_— Captive at Sea, as he was ſailing to Eygpr. 

tell thee, If ſuch a Thing were true, the Grand 

Sienior would not fail to ſend a Force, as ſhould 

dig up the very Egpdations of that and, and caſt 

It into the Sea. | 

But I canre thee, That there is Nothing more 
of Truth in this Story, ſaving, That about tea Veſ- 
ſels of the Grand Sigmior's, bound for Alexandria (on 
Board of one of which was Su/tan Mahemet's Nurſe, 
with her Sen, much about the Age of Sultan Maho- 
met) were taken by ſix Gallies of Malia, whereby the 
Malteſis were enriched with a great Treaſure of Sil- 
ver Gold and Jewels, beſides Slaves. 

This Intelligence I have received from my Corre- 
pondents at Con ſlantinople. Men that are no Stran- 
gers to the Scraglio, but ſuch as have the Ear of the 
Prime Vizir. . 

They ſay, indeed, The Grand Signior took a par- 
ticular Fancy to this Nurſe's Child, often play'd 


with 
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with it, and ſeem'd to careſs it with more Com- 
placency than his own Son, Sultan Mahomet ; which 
gave ſo great a Diſguſt to che Sultane, the Mother 
of Mabomet, that ſhe ured the Baniſhment of 
the Nurſe and bet Child, who in their Vovage to 
Alexandria, were taken Cap ives by the Malteſe Gal- 
= as has been faid ; and this 1: the Ground of the 
2 ; | | 
owever, Sultan Ibrahim is {0 exaſperated _ 
the Malteſes for this Depredation, tha” ne has ſworn 
by Cd and Mahomet, never to ſheath his Sword, till 
he has revenged the Injury, by laying waſte the 
Hand, putiing the Knights ro Death, and leadi g the 
nhabitants into Captivity. * £47 
He has vented his Rage already on the Captain 
Baſſa, cauſing him to be ſtrangled, for not guard- 
ing the Sea, Fear) and, tis faid, he threatens a 
ar with Venice, on the ſame Account, becauſe the 
Milteſe Gallies, after this Piracy, put aſhore in Can- 
dia, where they recruned their Veſſels. with all ne- 
ceſſary Provif ons. | 
I expected the Silks laſt Week, which I wrote for, 
and the Oil of Calabria. Send them by the firſt Op- 


portunity. 


Paris, 28th of te 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1644 


. g — 
n | ap « 


LETTER X. 
To Dgnet Oglou, 


A LL Europe rings with the Report of the Sul. 
tan's Son being taken Captive by the Malteſe 
Galleys. No doubt, but thou haſt heard ſuch a 

K 5 Diſcourſe 


202 LETTERS Writ by Vol. II. 


Diſcourſe among the Franks at Conſtantinople ; and 
thou knoweſt the Intrigues of the Seraglio. It is 
pleaſant, that the Kuz/ir Aga's Slave, ſhould have 
no Father for her Child ; that he himſelf ſhould 
adopt it for his own ; that the Nother of it ſhould 
be perferred to be Nurſe to the Sultan Mahomet ; that 
Sultan Thrabim ſhould ſingle out this fatherleſs Son 
of an Eunuch, to ſport with him, take him in his 
Arms, and treat him with all the Endearments that 
are naturally ſhew'd by Parents to their own 
Children. 
; The French Ladies laugh at this Story, and ſay, 
That the Serag/io begins to grow more civilized, and 
to exchange the Severity of Conftantinople, for the 
Gallantries of Paris. But let them laugh that win: 
the Malteſes have moſt Reaſon to careſs themſelves for 
their good Fortune in ſuch a Prize. 
I They ſay, the Grand Prior treats his young Cap- 
tive with a moſt profound Attach and Veneration ; 
imagining he has in Cuſtody the Heir of the Ottoman 
Empire; for they know not the true Secret, but are 
poſſeſſed with a real Belief, that young Sultan Maho- 
met is in their Hands. | 
Let what 1 have ſaid, be as the Words of thy 
Nurſe, when ſhe prated a thouſand Impertinencies to 
thee within a Month of thy Nativity. In fine, EG 
| truſty to thy Friend. 3p 


Paris, 1oth / the Eth Moon, 
ef the Tear 1644. 


LETTER 
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LETTER AL 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 


of Italy have worried one another theſe TWO Years 
iſpatch'd long ago ſome Memoirs of the Feuds 
between the Bar bariai s and the Duke of Parma. 
The Pope upholds the former, making the Quarrel 
his own, in Defence of the Ecclefiaftick State: The 
Venetians, the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, the Duke of 
Modena, with the French King, intereſt themielves in 
the Cauſe of the latter. He is a Prince of an active 
Spirit, and darts up and down like Lightning through 
the Pope's Territories. If he has loſt Caſtro, Mon- 
talto, and other Places of Strength in this War, 
it is but by Way of Exchange; having poſſeſſed 
himſelf of as conſiderable Holds belonging to his 
Enemies. Yet, the Barbarini's, ſheltering them- 
| {elves uader the Protection of Pope Urban, feem to 
triumph, and promiſe themſelves an entire Victory, 
uſing the Artifices of Superſtition, to weaken the 
Duke's Credit. And becauſe ſome of his Veſſels 
(which carried above a Thouſand Soldiers) were 
caſt away, they would perſuade the credulous 
World, that Heawen fights againſt him. They like- 
wiſe had deſigned to build a Fort and a Bridge 
over the River Ps, to open a Way to themſelves in- 
to the Confederates Country, and to ſhut it up to all 
Invaders of their own ; but were prevented by the 
Venetians, who ſent Ten Thouſand Men to ſtop the 

Building of the Bridge, or to demoliſh it, if built 
In the mean while the Confederates, though they 
ſeem d to eſpouſe ä Qyarrel, yet trifled 
| with 


1 T is not unknown at the Divan, how the Princes 
d 
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with him, protracting their Aſſiſtance. and diſputing 
about Pundlilis's; every one reſtraining the Condi- 
tions of their Friendſhip, within the Limits that 
would belt ſquare with the Intereſt of their own 
State. They had all Armies on Foot, but could not 
agree kow to dilpoſe of them. Ihe Yenetians de- 
manded ſuch a Pom, as might be moſt advantageous 
to the Republick, The Duke of Tuſcany would 
have the main Body of their Forces ſo quartered, as 
to cover his Dominions. Thus each Party purſued 
their own Claim, while their Enemies gained Time, 
and put themſelves in a Poſture, either to march 
into che Territories of the Confederates, or defend 
the Ecclefrafiick State. | | 

Cer-ainly, It is fatal to the Ciriſtiars to be thus 
divided among themſelves, even when taey have 
greateſt Cauſe of Union. Yet, the Duke of Parma, 
the very Sen of this Confederacy, breaks through all 
their Demurs and Heſitations, impatient of fruitleſs 
Pelays ; ruſhes into Ferrara, takes Bomleno, aban- 
don'd by the Gartifon ; after that La Stellata, a 
Flace of greater Strength ; but proceeding forward, 
the Barberivi's encamp'd not far from Ferrara, the 
b-cter to obſerve the Progreſs of the Confederates, and 
ſo pat a Stop to the Motions of the Duke. He and 
bis Friends had Twenty 'Thoutand Mea in the Field, 
to which the Yeretians, not long after, added Six 
Thoufand more. They were in different Bodies; 
and as they quartered themſelves, ſo the Papal Forces 
' remov'd their Camp. Several Skirmiſhes paſled 
* between them, but no great Execution done. 

In the mean wh ele, the Yonetians were not idle 
by Sea, having ſeveral Barks and Gallizs full of arm'd 
Men coating along the Pope's Territories. They 
took five Ports on the Shore; and piercing far- 
ther into the Country, made themfelves Matters 
of Ariato, a great Town, and facked Cad goro, 

| putting 


* 
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22 all to the Sword, and laying the Place in 
Aſhes. 
On the other Side, the Barberini's ſeizel on Spilim- 
berto, Vignivela, and ſame other weakly guarded 
Towns on the Frontiers of Modena, and killed Two 
Hundred of the Confederates, who had inveſted Cre- 
valci ore. Cardinal Antonio, on the Pope's Side, has 
the Management of the War ; a Man of an afpiring 
Genius, and very. ſubtle. He, perceiving the Dake 
of Tuſcany incenſed at the late Loſs, had taken the 
Field, with a conſiderable Army, ſends Six Thouſand 
Men to oppoſe him, but they were raw and undiſ- 
ciplin'd Seldiers, and could not hinder the Duke's 
Forces from ſeizing an important Paſs, and reducing 
the City of Piave, Monte leone, Coftiliano dil Lago, 
and Pafſiniano . ; | 
While the Sons of War were thus buſied in the 
Fields, the Agents of Peace were not wanting on 
all Sides, to accommodate the Differences that threat- 
ned all 7aly with fatal Conſequences. Bur, they did 
no more than amuſe one another with Ambiguities, 
Subterfuges, and Evaſions; while the Barberini's 
ſought to gain Time, and draw the King of Spain to 
countenance their Intereſt. The Venctians, ſenſible 
of this under-hand Dealing, proteſted by their Am- 
baſſador at Madrid, That they would unite with the 
French Crown, if his Catholick Majefty ſhould by in- 
direct Ways ſtrenghten the Barberini's. The King, 
apprehenſive of ſuch a League, forbcars to meddle in 
an Affair which might be ſo injurious to Spain, and 
gives Inſtructions to his Ambaiſadors at Rome, and 
other Curt of Hah, to mediate a Peace, which 
might be advantageous to the Cf dera es. | 
The Treatics however came to nothing, and the 
Mediators finding themſelves eluded ſuſpended their 
Negotiations, and gave freſh Opportunity to the 
Men of Arms to play their Parts. Cardinal Antonio 
aſſaulted Nenantola with Four Thouſand — t yo 
efeate 


206 LI TTERS Vrit by Vol. II. 


defeated by the YVenetions, who flew ſeveral Hundreds 
of his Soldiers, and took Two Hundred Priſoners. 
Aften this the Confederates plunder'd all the Country 
of Ferrara, and took Ves galto, defended by Eight 
Hundred Men. In the Suprizal of Ban, they 
kill'd above Two Hundred of che Enemy; and 
marching forward, took Monteria, Scrrawelle, and 
other Places; while Cardinal Barbarini's Forces, were 
cut off x Burgho St. Scpolchro, where he loſt eight 
Cannon, four Fetards, with Abundance of Proviſions. 
It woald be an endleſs Taſk, to recount all the 
Skirmiſhes and Battles that have paſſed between them. 
F only inform thee of the moſt Remarkable, that thou 
mayeſt inſert them in the Neger of the Ortoman 
Empire. | | 
To conclude this Letter, it will be worth thy Ob- 
ſervation, That the Pope falling fick, and his Death 
feared, did much conduce to put an End to theſe 
Differences. For, the Barbarini's now being ap- 
prehenſive of the Advantage his Death would give 
the Confederate Princes, were very forward to em- 
brace any Overtures of [Peace : So that by the Dex- 
terity of the French Miniſters, it was at laſt concluded, 
and all Differences adjuſted; the Puke of Parma's 
Territories — reſtored to him, the Cenſures of the 
Church taken off, and the Fecięſiaſtic] State put in the 
ſame Condition it was in at the Beginning of the War. 
I ſhall continue to ſend thee ſuch Intelligence, as 
may be ſerviceable to thee in that eminent Station 
thou enjoyeſt in the Fire of the True Belicuirs; 
and ſhall think my ſelf a very happy Man, if I can 
by any Means acquire thy Favour. 


Paris, 23d of the Gth Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


© LETTER 


Vol. I. 4 Spy at PARTS. 207 


LTT E ER XII. 


To Lubano Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 
| Knight. | 


NE would think that there were yet ſome of 
the antient Race of Giants on Earth. Here 
is a Man come to this Court, ſull Eight Foot high, 
a Finlander by Nation; be looks like ſome poſthu- 
mous Birth of the Sons of the Titans. He is Maſter of 
prodigious Strength, and challenges any 'Two, the 
ſtouteſt Men in France, to throw him a Fall. I 
have ſeen him take Two Boys of Ten Years of Age, 
on the Palm of each Hand, and lift them up from 
the Ground together, with both his Arms ftretch'd out 
to the full Length, and walk Sixty Paces with them 
in this Poſture ; at the End of which Stage, he ſet 
them down again on their Feet, without the leaſt 
Violence or Straining. There are none ſo hardy, a 
to accept of his Challenge ; for, they know he wi 
not ſufter them to come nearex than the Extremity 
of his Arm. And ſuch is the monſtrous Strength 
of his Hand, 'T hat he will either infallibly throw 
them down, or ſtifle them with his Graſp. He 
talks of travelling into Turkey ; if he does, I hope 
he will have more Diſcretion, than to venture with- 
in the Seraglio, leſt he incur the Fate of the re- 
nowned Muſcovite Wreſtler, in Sultaw Amurath's 
Time. Thou remembreſt that 7ragedy, which made 
all the Brave and the Generous condemn Amurath's 
Cruelty. He was a ſtout Prince himſelf ; and, it 
look'd like Envy in him, to puniſh the Efforts of 
Courage in his Saves, with ſo unrelenting a Ri- 
gor. But he was himſelf a Slave to his Paſſions, 
and Jeaulouſy had the the Predominace in his 'Temper. 
That Vice betrayed him to horrid Violences, of 
| 3855 which 
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which thou art not ignorant, having been privy to ſe. 
veral of his Amours. - 

This put me in Mind of a Saniſb Cavalier, who 
had a very Virtuous and Beautiful Wife, which 
thou wilt ſay, are Two rare Companions. He kept 
a Moor in his Houſe, whom the Lady had one Time 
cauſed to be ſeverely beaten. The Moor ſecretly 
vowed Revenge. He had an Intrigue with one of 
the Lady's Women, to whom he imparted his Mind, 
They conſpired together, to accuſe the Lady of 
Ligktneſs and Infidelity to her Huſband's Bed. The 
Cavalier, their Maſter, was naturally jealous, as ge- 
nerally are all the Spaniar ds : Theſe Two poſſeſſed 
him with a Belief, that the Gardiner had frequent 
Acceſs to his L-dy's Chamber, and undertook to make 
him an Eye-Witneſs of it. Whereupon, one of 
them goes privately to the Gardiner, and tells him, 
that the Lady would ſpeak with him; whilſt the 
other runs to the lord, and bids him moke Haſte; 
fer that the Gardiner was that Irflant with his 
Lady. The impatient Cavalier haſtens np Stars, 
and meeting tne G-rdiner coming out of the Door 
of his Chamber, ftabs him te the Heart, without 
any farther Expoſtulation ; and, ruſhing furiouſly in- 
to the Chamber, ſerves his Wife in the ſame Manner 
But, coming down again, ihe Maid, ſtruck with 
Remoſe, at ſo black an Event, fell down at his Feet, 
confeſſing her Crime, and declaring, That her Lady 
was innocent. The Spaniard, raging mad at a Con- 
junction of ſo many Misfortunes, ſtabs the Maid and 
the Negro; and laſt of all, to compleat the 7 ragedy, 
kills himſelf. 

I have often wonder'd, that fome ſuch fatal Conſe- 
querces did not attend the Jealouſy of Sultan amuraibh, 
He ſpared not to rip up the #elites of his Pages, for 
the Sake of two or three Melons ; and, "is a Mira- 
cle, that he did not facrifice half the Saves of the 
Scraglio, on the Acceunt of his Mrs. et 
y ou 
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Thou art now in a better Station, and free from 
Reſtraint. - Act according to Reaſon, and let not 
Paſſion byaſs thee one Way or other. 


Paris, 5th F the 7th Moon, 
ef the Year 1644- 


LETTER XII. 


To the Kaimacham. 


HO U haſt often required an Account of the 
Parliament of France, which is the Supreme 
Court of the Kingdom.. Though the Name be known 
at the Sublime Port, yet the Mini{ers are unacquaint- 
ed With the Power and Authority of the Senate. 
When it was firſt inftituted, it conſiſted of twelve 
Peers, an hundred Bi/þops, and all the Prime Noti- 
lity of the Land, who had Power to give Audience 
to Foreign Ambaſſadors, to adjult all Differences of 
the Subjects. In fine, it migat then be called the 
Sovereign Tribunal, from whence there could be no 
Appeal. Three Foreign Kings have ſat as Members 
of this Court. It was in thole Days ambulatory, 
following the King whitherſoever he weat ; - but 
now it is always aſſ-mbled at Paris, in the Place 
which Phillip the Fair built for his own Dwelling- 
Houſe. This Parliament is divided into ſeven Cham- 
bers, whereof that which they call the GRE AT 
CHAMBEC R, is the Chief. There belong to this 
Chamber, Seven Preſidents, Twelve Counſellors, the 
King's Cadi, or Attorney, with a great Number ef 
Advocates, and Men o the Law. The Prefidents 
and Counſellors are cloath'd in Scarlet, which ſtrikes 
an awſul Reverence into all that approach their 
Preſence, Some call this, The Golden 2 
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and well they may, fince that glittering Metal is 
throught to be the Umpire of the moſt Caules that are 
tryed in the Court. He that brings moſt Gold, is 
ſure to have his Buſineſs firſt difpaiched; and to come 
off Conqueror. For, as their preſent Power is little 
elſe but a mere Formality, ſo is allo their Juſtice. 
The Kings of France have gradually fo clipp'd their 
original Authority, that now they ſeem to be but the 
Shadow of their Anci:nt Seives. hey never pre- 
tend to meddle with Frelefiafrical Affairs; that was 
always out of their Juriſdiction. Ihe i of Rome 
claims this Prerogative 25 his Pight. From whence 
thou may'it objerve, how maim d and imperfect is 
the Royalty of Chriſtian Kings; who cannot puniſh 
their own Subjects, if Clergymen, without the Popr's 
Permiſſion. Yet, though this Chamber cannot med- 
dle with the Fcclrfrafticks, they have a Privilege to 
diſpoſe of the Regency, during the King's Minonty ; 
as is evident in the late Pueen-Mother, Mat de Medi- 
cis, and the preſent Anne of 4uffria, who were both 
by the Parliament declared Regents They. alſo 
confirm all the King's Edifs; neither does he 
proclaim ar without their Conſent, or eſtabliſh any 
Alliance | 

There are alſo beſides this, Six other Chambers of 
Parlicmerts, Five whereof, are called Chamber; of 
Ingucſis, and they conſiſt of TWO Preſidents, Twenty 
Counſellors, and a convenient Number of Lawwyers. 
The Sixth Chamber, is a Collection out of all the 
reſt, and contains no leſs than Two Hundred Ofh- 
cers. Here all Criminal Cauſes are try'd , which are 
either immediately, or by Appeal; brought befcre 
them; as in the Chambers of Iagusſis, Controverſics 
of the Cuil Law are decided 

It is a pleaſant Sight, to ſee the Men of the Law 
all* in their Habits, which are very Glorious ard 
Rich. Indeed, all the Citizens of Paris, are ex- 
treme ly gallant in their Apparel. But, I cannot be 
| recon- 
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reconciled to their laviſh Cuſtom of changing the 
Faſhion of their Cloaths almoſt with every Moon. 

This Vanity has been forbid in all well-order'd 
Commentwealths, And, thou knoweſt, our Enftern 
People would as ſoon be ſtripp'd of their Skins, as 
change the Faſhion, which has been in uſe for im- 
memorable Ages. Here they have no Diſtinction of 
Dreſs, the Noble and Vulgar, Rich and Poor, go 
all alike. You cannot diſcern a Save from a Prince 
by his Garb. 

Paris is divided into four Parts, The City, the Uni- 
verſity, the Town, and the Suburbs. It is about Three 
Leagues in Circuit; ſeated advantageouſly enough, 
but wanting Fortifications. Henry IV. had added 
ſome Strength to it, had he not been apprehenſive of 
the ſeditious Humour of the Inhabitants, who in 
Time might make an ill Ufe of his Kindneſs, and 
ſhut thoſe Gates againſt him, which he ſhould build 
for their Defence againſt a Foreign Enemy, 

The Cæurt is generally at St. Germain en Lay, one 
of the King's Royal Manſions, ſeated on the Top of 
a Mountain, which commands a Proſpect of a large 
and beautiful Valley. I have been there often, that 
I might be the better able to penetrate into the Con- 
duct of Cardinal Mazarini, who is never from the 
Queen Regent. I have already tanſmitted to the 
Sublime Port, ſuch Intelligence as I could gain of 
this Great Minifer's Intrigues. I will now enter- 
tain thee with a Glympſe of this Palace, that there- 
by thou may*ſt conjecture at the Magnificence of the 
Kings of France. 

It is eivided into Two Parts, the Old and the 
New. The Former was built by Charles I. the Lat- 
ter by Henry IV. That may boalt of its Antiquity, 
but this is ſo Majeſtick and Coſtly a Structure; as 
ſufficiently demonſtrates, That Modern Architects 
come not far ſhoit of the Ancient Romans. The 
Booms are all lofty and large, the Roof and —_— 
| N 
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admirably contrived and adorned ; the whole conſiſts 
of ſo many Court, that it rather looks like a Town, 
than the Seat of one Family. 

But pardon me, Illuſtrious Kaimacham, if I tell 
thee, That none of the Kings of the Eaſ can 
match this Monarch in the Gardens belonging to 
this Palace. I ſaw there ſuch a charming Variety 
of delightful Objects, as made Art ſeem to ſurpaſs 
Nature, and even to out-do it ſelf, In a Word, 
the Chriffian Princes are very ingenious in the 
Contrivance of their Pleaſures, and make all the Ele- 
ments contribute to their Recreations. Thou haſt 
often ſeen the artificial Fireworks which are exhi- 
bited at Conflantincple at Our Feftivals, and on all 
Occafions of publick Joy. But, thou haſt never be- 
held ſuch Water-Weorks as are expoſed in the Gar- 
dens of this Palace every Day. There, by the 
were Force of this liquid Element, Inſtruments of 
Mufick are ſet at Work, which afford an Harmony 
little inferior to the beſt Conſort in the World ; 
and, which extremly adds to the Pleaſure, one 
may at the ſame Time bchold ſeeming Muſicic ns 
playin on them, and keeping an exact Time with 
their Fingers, on the Keys of Organs, Strings of 
Viols and Lutes, as if they were living Perſons. 
There you may ſee all nner of Meehanick 
Trades exerciſed by Statues, whe do every Thing 
with a proper Action, and are very eager at their 
Employments, fo long as the Water gives them 
Motion; when. that ceaſcs, they all return to their 
Primitive InaQtivity. From hence you paſs to a 
ſeeming Sea, with Tritons moving on Dolphins, and 
ſounding their Shell-T'rumpets beiore Neptune, Who 
is drawn in a Chariot by Four Tertoiſes. The Story 
of Perſus and Andromeda, is alſo ated to the Life. 
by mere Statues. But the moſt ingenious Piece of 
Workmanſhip, is, Orpheus paying on a Viol, while 
the Trees move, and Wild Beaſts dance . 

| : about 
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about him. This is ſo coſtly an Invention that, as 
one of the Over/cers of the Water-Works told me, a 
String of Orphcus's Viol being broken, coſt the late 
King Lewis Thirteen Hundred Crowns to repair it 
again. 
g We Mabemetans, are apt to value our ſelves too 
high, on the Score of our Princes Grandeur. We 
beat, we fo triſh, and are guilty of a I houſand 
Inſults, deſpiſing and putting the ret of Mankind 
under our Scanoals, as if none of the Race of Adam 
underſtood the World but we, cr had the Wit and 
Power to carve out to themſelves the ſame Felici- 
ties we enjoy. The Moncrchs of the Eaft, ſtyle 
themſelves, 7 he only hafpy Ones, Poſſeſors of infinite + 
Freaſures, Kings of the World, Shadows of God, and 
what not. Ihe Great Mogul, with his Omrab's and 
Raja's, pride themſelves in their Elephants: So do 
the Kings and Mandarins of China and Tonquin. The 
Sophi of Perfia, (wells at the Sight of his immenſe 
Treaſures of Gold and precious Stones; glorying, 
That the very Shoes of his Horſes, are of the moſt 
exalted Metal ; alſo the Mangers wherein they feed, 
and the Nails whereby they are faſtned to the Ground. 
The Cham of Tartary rejoices in the Multitude 
and Strength of his Horles, his winged Chariots 
and Waggons; and, That when his Armies rife 
and fit down, the Earth trembles with their Weight 
and Motion. "T's true indeed, the Grand Signior, 
who is the Viſſ of the Wiſe, and the Greareft of 
theſe Erect Ores, is not guilty of this Vanity. He 
is deſtin'd by the Lord of the Univerſe, to cha- 
ſtiſe the Follies both of the C and the Ve: 
Yet, his Slaves cannot forbear Rhodomontado's. I 
have heard ſome of our huffing Jar-izaries, tell 
the Greeks of Crnflantinople and Pera, That the 
Royal Seraglio is the mott magnificent Fabrick in 
the World; and, That the Garden be.ong to 
it, is a perſect Tranſcript of Paradiſe, Thou wilt 
not 
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not approve ſuch Brags a8 theſe, when thou con- 
ſidereit, how expert the /xfidel: are in Building; and 
that they ſpare no Colt to erect ſuch Edifices, whoſe 
very Ruins may proclaim to future Ages the Magni- 
ficence of their Founders. And, as to their Gardens, 
they are ſo Regular and Beautiful, adorned with fo 
many Delicacies of Nature and Art, that one would 
think they were made by ſome Traditional D:/ciples 
of Adam; and, that they had their Rules from the 
primitive Planter of the "I, orld. 

The French King has other Houſes and Gardens of 
Pleaſure round about Paris, where the Cour! inter- 
changeably divert themſelves during the Summer. 

I hambly kiſs the Hem of thy Veit, craving thy 
Protection againſt the Malice of my Enemies 


Paris, 16th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. © 


LETTER XIV. 
To the moft Illuftrious Vizir Azem, at the 
Port. 


8 Ince the Loſſes which . German . has re- 
| cieved from the Army of Ragoufſer, I am in- 

formed by Nathan Bn Saddi, I tine the Emperor de- 
ſigns to ſend a ſplendid Embatly, with extraordinary 
Preſents to the S#/t2n, in hopes to prevail on- him, 
not to protect that Prince. 

"Tis true, Ragor/+i is of a violent and chan eable 
Spirit, and therefore great no Confidence is to be re- 
poſed in him: Vet, I take it to be the Intereſt of 
the Sultan, rather to win him by Offices of Kindneſs 
aud Friendſhip; than to make lim his Enemy, by 


deſerting him in x thus Juncture. 15 
e 


Vol. II. 4 Spy af PARIS. 275 

He is at the Head of a potent and formidable Army, 
has taken Solroct, Breden, Marnats, together with 
the firong Caſtle of Sendar and Cafſovia ; and many 
other Places of leſs Importance, whereby a Way is 
laid open for his Army to over-run all Hungary, if 
aſſiſted with the Ofteman Forces: Thus will he do 
the Office, which, they ſay, the Jactal performs! to 
the Lien, that is, To hunt out the Prey, and ſecure it 
for his Mafter and Sowereign. 2 

Beſides, The Fortune of this Prince ſeems to in- 
vie our farther Aſſiſtance, for he has had great Suc- 
ceſs all along this War; whereas, the Ottoman Forces 
no ſooner appeared on the Frontiers of Morawia, but 
Six Thouſand of them were encountred by the Ger- 
mans, and route, 67 l 

Should the Sultan deſert him now, he may be 
compelled to reſign: himſelf, with all Tranhilvaniq, 
to the Protection of the German Emperor. It is not 
ſafe to run the Riſque of ſuch an Event; Tranſilva- 
ma cannot ſupport itſelf. Either the Sulian muſt 
continue his Protection, or the Germans will ſoon 
find the Way to plant their Garriſons in the four 
Capital Cities, and reduce the whole Country und 
their Obedience. | 


Paris, 27th of the 7th Moon, 
| of the Trar 1644. 


Ad * 
T — 


* ———— * 
„ * 6 0 - 


«Dd IT EK 
Is To Afis, Baſſa, at the Port. 


| HE Pagans, in painting Fortune blind, diſco- 
| vered but the Dimneſs of their own Sight. 
And 'twas a double Error, to offer — to her, 


that could not diſcern her Zotarics. Vet, in my 
ry Sentence, 
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Sentence, the Chriſttans are more to blame, who 
term her Inconſtant, Partial, Bawd, Whore, and 
what not: Theſe are Prophanations of Providence, 
and impious Sandals caſt on Eternal Deiftiny, For - 
tune and Chance, are but Nick names of Fate, fince 
there is Nothing abſolutely Caſual in the World. 
They ſee the Virtueus proſecuted, while the Vici- 
ous inſult and flouriſh ; and they tax Heaven with 
unequal Diſrenſation of Rewards and Puniſhment; 
as if with Epicurus, they thouglit the adorable Nu- 
men took no Care of Things on this Side the En- 
pyræum, and reſted in an eternal Ignorance of Hu- 
man Affairs. * | 
Poubtleſs, the Infidels are in an incurable Error. 
They pore on the Outſide of common, Events, and 
look no farther; they behold not the Hidden Chain of 
Cauſes, nor the invifitle Hand, which diſpoſes all 
Contingencies with admiiable Order and Lecorum. 
Hence 1t is, 'That what comes not to paſs but by the 
certain Decree of Fate, appears to theſe Buzzards, 
only as an accidental Occurrence, and the mere Ef- 

fe of Chance. N | 
But thou, who art inſſructed in the Dectrines of 
Truth, wilt have other Thoughts of that which 
befel a poor Man, not long ſince, in theſe Parts. 
This Perſon was charitable to Exceſs ; for, he gave 
away all that he had, to relieve the Neceſſities of 
others, chuſing rather to throw himſelf naked upon 
Previdence, than to deny an Alms to any one that 
aſk'd him, ſo long as he had any Thing to beſtow. 
Being at length, by his conſtant Liberalities, re- 
duced to a very indigent Condition, he was forced 
to betake himſelf to digging for his Livelihood. 
Yet, notwithſtanding he gained bis own Eread 
with hard Labour, 3 nat to ne his wonted 
Kindneſſes to the Poor, giving them whatſ{cever 
he could poſlibly ſpare from his ewn Neceſſities. 
Cue Day, as he was digging in a Field belonging 
| to 
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to the Duke of Montmorency, he found ſeveral Ear- 
then Pots full of Gold; ſappoſed to be buried there 
in the Time of the Civi/ Wars. The good Man 
carries this hage Treaſure by Degrees home to his 
Houſe, with all imaginable Privacy: And, having 
diſtributed the greate& Part of it in Works of Cha- 
rity, he was going with his laſt Reſerve to the Houſe 
of a 'decay'd Gentleman; to whom he gave a ſuffi- 
cient Sum to repair his ſhatter'd Fortunes, being all 
that he had left: When, as he returned homeward, 
he found a Jewel in the Highway, which being 
ſold, yielded him 'Ten Thouſand Crowns. A No- 
ble Bank for new Liberalities, and a convincing' 
Argument, That there was "ſomething more than 
Chance which thus ſtrangely recruited his Purſe, 
that it might never ceaſe to be opened in Largeſſes 
to the Poor. 

Who will not ſay, That Fate had a Hand in the 
Death of that Soldier, in the Duke of ' 4rguien's 
Army, who malicioufly and wrongfully aecuſed his 
Comrade of raiſing a Mutiny ? For the incens'd 
General took a Fu/ze. and diſcharged it at the in- 
nocent Perſon, thinking to have kill'd him on the 
Spot; but it proved otherwife, the Bullet paſſing 
through ſome Part of his Body, and through ka 
a dozen Tents, ſmote the Slanderer in the Pan of 
the Knee, which put him into ſo violent a Fever, 
that he died in two Days: While the other {whom 
before his Death he confeſſed to be innocent) lives 
yet a Witneſs of this remarkable Stroke of Divine 
why ah 
The Faithful Watchman of the Sublime Port, 
Malumut, ſalutes the with humbleſt Obeyſance, and 
wiſhes thee in all Things a favourable and benign 
Deſtiny. | 


Paris, 12th of the 8th Moon. 
of the Tear 1644. 
3 LETTER 


— 
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LETTER XVL 


70 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 


8 came to this City, I have learned the Art 
of making Watches, which I exerciſe net for 
Lucre, but to c mply with a Precept of the Alccran; 
wherein alſo I find no ſmall Diverſion, it being a Re- 
lief to Melancholy to be in Action. | 
Should the Eccliſiaſticls of the Latin Church be 
made ſenſible that I practiſe a Mechanic Trade, 
they would think me a Scandal to their Profeſſion, 
ſince I wear the Habit of a C/:r4. They eſteem it 
ncxt door to Sacrilege, for a Cœaun-Man to conde- 
ſcend to the Labours of the Laity. They would pull 
my Caſſecł ever my Shoulders, ſhould they catch me 
in this koneft Crime; forgetting, that the Primitive 
Profefors of their Neligicus Orders got their Bread by 
making of Baſkets. | 
The Box I ſend thee, contains ſome of my Mer- 
chandiſe ; being deſigned as Preſents for ſome of the 
Mnifers of the Poric, and my other Friends at Cen- 
ficutrniple, I deſire thee to take Care in ending it 
fate, that the Watches may receive no Damage by 
Water. 2 
It is reported here, That the Emperor is ſick; 
thou wilt do well to inform my of the Truth. I 
hear alſo, That Prodigies have been lately ſeen at 
Vicnra, which the French interpret, as Forerun- 
ners of his Death, and Signs of approaching De- 
ſolations in G-rmary. I am not credulous of all 
Things, Wi ich the Vulgar ſay on ſuch Occaſions , 
Yet I cannot deny, but that che Angels who preſide 
over Kingd:ms and Empires, may be the Monitors 
of Mankind, and by raifing unuſial Spectac es in 
the Elements, may warn Mortals of future Altera- 
ö tions. 
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tions. This was the Opinion alſo of thy Country- 
man Jeſipbus, who ſays, That immediately before 
the D-firufion of Jeruſalem, there was a Voice heard 
in the Temple of Solomon, ſuppoſed to be uttered by 
Angels, ſaying, Ariſe, let us go hence; as if the 
Guardian Spirits of that City, were then forſaking 
their Charge. | 
In this Place not long ago, were ſeen three Suns 
r, or, at leaſt, the Appearance of ſo many. 
This, the Superſtitious conſtruzd as an Omen of ill 
Luck: While the Court-Flatterers ſaid, 'They repte- 
ſented the Duke of Orleans, the Prince of Conde, and 
Cardinal Mazarizi, who have now united their In- 
tereſts, after a long Time of Animoſuies and Miſ- 
underſtandings. 1 look upon this 4pparition to be 
only a Natural Production, reſulting from the Re- 
flections of the Sun- beams on a bright Cloud. It is 
eaſy to ſolve ſuch Phænomema without a Miracle, 
Yet ſome, I confefs, have the Stamp of a Super- 
natural Power in their very Front, I my ſelf once 
ſaw two mighty Armies marſball'd in the Air, who 
ated all the bloody 'T'ragedies of War, and made 
Arabia deaf with the Noile of their Artillery; yet, 
not a Cloud at that Time to be ſeen: But 1 remark'd 
no Extraordinary Event to follow it. 1'is hard to 
trace the Omxipotent in ſuch myſterious Works, or 
learn the Drift of Prowidence. | 
I deſire thee to uſe the utmoſt Diligence, to pene- 
trate into the Deſigns of the Court where thou re- 
ſideſt. "Tis an Fonourable Foſt, to ſerve che 
Greateſt Monarch in the World. Be faithful and vi- 
gilant, ſo may God and the Grand Signior heap great- 
er*Favours on thee. Adeeu. 


Paris, 21ſt of the 8th Moon, | 
of the Tear 1643. 


L's LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


To Solyman Aga, Chief Eunuch of the 
Women. 15 


Perceive by thy Letters, that our Heroick Sultan 
is very induſtrious to take off the Scandal of Im- 
potence, with the Iadies at his firſt Acceſſion to the 
Throne faſtned on him, having now ſeen a fourth Son 
born to him in the S:r2g/ia, The Multitude of Sub- 
jecbs is the Glory of a Monarch, and a ſtrong Defence 
in Time of War ; aud the Multitude of the Prince's 
Children is the Security of his People, both in War 
and Peace. 
the Su/tan's Adventure, as he was going to Scu- 
tari, puts me in mind of an Accident, which befel 
one of the ancient Kings of Fgypt, who, as he 
was walking in the Reya/ Garden at Memphis, eſpy d 
an Eagle flying toward the Place where he was; at 
which Sight he ſtood ſtill, gazing at the King of 
Birds; till at length, the Eagle arriving to that Part 
of the Air which was over his Head, lets fall a Wo- 
man's Shooe at his Feet The King, ſurprized at 
this Accident, took up the Shooe ; and ſurveying 
its exquiſite Symmetry and Form, thence took his 
Meaſures af the Lady tha: had worn it, and ſud- 
denly grew enamoured of the unknown Fair, pro- 
claiming, through all Egypt, great Rewards to any 
that could diſcover the Owner of that Shove, At 
length, a certain Beautiful Courtezan of Naucratis, 
named Rhogepe, was proved to be the Miſtreſs of 
it ; who being brought to the King's Preſence, he 
took her to his Bed, making her the Partner of his 
Empire | | 
This Lady had a much better Fate than the tall 


Armenian Woman, with whom Sultan Ibrahim fell 
in 


- 
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in Love on the like Occafion : For Rhodape, after 
ſhe had enjoyed her Honour many Years, at laſt died 

peaceably in her Bed, and was entombed in one. of 
the Pyramids of Egypt: Whereas, thou telleſt me, 
That this Armenian, ſoon after her Exaltation to the 

Sultan's Embraces, was ſtrangled by the Q:e2n-Mo- 

ther's Command. I tell thee, it was a bold and cruel 

Act; and were the Sultan ſenfible how ſhe was mur- 

der'd, he would not ſpare to vent his Indignation 

againſt her that bare him, | 


Paris, zd of the qth Moon, 
ef the Year 1644. 


_ 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


NE would think it an eaſy Matter for a 
Stranger to conceal himſelf in ſo vaſt and 
populous a City as is Paris, eſpecially one who 
es ſo mean and contemptible a Figure, as does 

the ſuppoſed Titus of Moldewia. I little thought, 
That the Lœaun ſi of my Stature, and the Deformity 
of my Body would have attracted any curious Eyes, 
but, that my very Habit would have protected me 
ſrom all Suſpicion; and, that I might have paſs d 
an Age undiicovered, amongſt the infinite Crowds 
of People, who throng both the Houſes and Streets 
of Paris. Yet there are ſome critical Moments of 
our Lives wherein Fate delights to ſport with us, 
to thraw Stumbling Blocks in our Way, to entan- 
gle us in Difficulties and Perils. This is a neceſſary 
iicipline af Haven, to rouze Men from the Lees 
of Security and Confidence in their own Strength 
and Abilities, and to initrut us, That Providence 
L 3 alone 
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alone can extricate us cut of the Labyrinths wwe often 
Full into. 

I was walking yeſterday before the Great Temtle 
of this City, which is dedicated to Mary the Mo- 
ther of Jeſus, when, on a ſudden, I was accoſted 
(by one whom I little 1magin'd to have ſeen in Pa- 
ris) with theſe Words: Mahmut] How came you 
ty this Habit Whot males you in this Place ? Are 
yeu a Chriſtian, or do you thus 4 ſcrife your ſelf for 
other Ends? Thou may'ſt eaſily imagine, what a 
Terror ſeized me, when I knew that he who ſpoke 
to me was my O/4 M ter at Palermo. It brought 
to my Remembrance al! the cruel Blows and Stripes 
I had received Curing that irk ſome Captivity ; and 
I could almoſt have farcy'd my {elf ready for the 
Baftinade. However, diſſembling my Confuſion, I 
anſwer'd briſkly, Sir, you are mi//aken in the Perſen ; 
my Name is net Mahmut but Titus. Jam a Chriſtian 
and à Catholick ; if yeu are ſuch your ſelf, you have 
no Reaſen to 8 my Habit, ee I wear it os 4 
Badge of my Profeſſion, being a Student, and Candt- 
Cate / the ieſthood. 

This Anſwer, inſtead of ſatisfying him, did but 
augment his Jcalouſy ; and, being of a Paſſionate 
Temper, he broke out into fierce Language, calling 
me Turk, Infid:l, Slave, Deg, and all the ill Names 
his Fury could ſuggeſt. He ſpoke ſo loud, that it 
was taken Notice of by the People as they walked 
by, who began to gather a bout us, to learn the Oc- 
caſicn of ſo much Noiſe. I then condemn'd myſelf, 
for not rather owning my ſelf to him, and inviting 
him to ſome more retired Place, where I might give 
him an Account of my Circumſtances. I look'd 
upon my ſelf as a dead Man, and would gladly have 
ſuſtained ſeven Years of Servitude again in Sicily, to 
have been rid of the Fear I was now under, of a 


more terrible Puniſhmenr, 
=” While 
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While 1 was in this Confuſion of Spirit, thinking 
of nothing but Racks and l ortures, the Noiſe of the 
Rabble, who flock'd about us, had alarm'd the Peo- 
ple that were at their Dewotions in the Church, who 
came running out to enquire the Cauſe of ſuch a 
Tumult: Amonſ the reſt a Friar, eminent for his 
Learningand Vircues, and who had a particular Eſteem 
and Friendſhip for me, perceiving the Matter, came 
up cloſe to me, and taking me by Hand, ſpoke 

oud theſe Words : Stirs, forbear to injure a Stranger 
in the Court of the Mother of God. I know this Man 
very well, and will be reſponſible for him; he is a Ca- 
tholick Clerk, and Servant of the living God. The 
Rabblegave a great Shout at the End of this Harangue; 
and had not my Sicilian Maſter made a narrow Eſcape, 
they would have endangered to tear him in Pieces. 
I know not what become of him afterwards, but I 
attended the Friar into the Temple, where we ſtaid 
during the Celebration of their Maſs ; and then he 
conducted me though the inner Parts of the Tem- 
ple, by private Ways into the Lodgings of the Prizfts; 
whence we ifſu'd out by a Poftern, and, taking Boat, 
wie croſs d the River Seine into the Fields. The Friar 

_—_— my Eſcape from the Hands of the Mul- 
titude ; and I return'd him a Thouſand Thanks, for 
lifting me out of the Mire 

Thou ſeeſt, Dear Friend, that the Arabian Proverb 
ſpeaks not in vain, when it ſays, That the Habitation 
of Danger is on the Bard. rs of Security: And, That a 
Man never runs greater Hazards, than when he leaſt 
fears them. _ | 

He that turns the Scales of Liſe and Death, Good 
and Evil, grant that ſome happy Emergency may al- 
ways ariſe, to divert the Perils which thou ſhalt incur 


in this uncertain Life. 


Paris, 7th / the gth Moor. 
of the Year 1644. 
L 4 LETTER 


<x- 


* 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the Kaimacham. 


8 8 HIS Court is now in Meurnirg for the Death 
of the chief Mufi/, er Pepe. And indeed, 
there ſeems to be more than mere Ceremony in it, 
he having all along favoured the French Intereſt. He 
had almoſt paſſed the twenty ſecond Year of his 
Pentificate ; which few of the Pepes have done ſince 
St. Peter, a Diſciple of their Me/ias, from whom 
they pretend to derive their Succef/ion. Their Hi- 
feeries ſay, That this Petrr was the Mui of Reme 
five and twenty Years, and that fince him, not one, 
whether he was elected Young or Old, has en- 
joy d the Sovereignty ſo long. Thoſe that have ap- 
proached neareit to it, were Adrian I. Sylvefler I. 
and this Liban VIII. who is now dead. It is re- 
ported, That at the Coronation, the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies, kneeling down, burns Flax before him 
that is elected, ard with a loud Voice, repeats theſe 
Words thrice: O Holy Father ! tin not you are to 
tive here as Jeng as did St. Peter; but, let this Fl me 
tut you in Mind of the Vanity of. the World, and how. 
feiftly the Glory of it ' paſſes away. 

Cardinal Pomphilio ſuceceds him in the Roman 
Fair, and bas given himſelf the Name of Innocent 
X. it being the Cuſtom always at their Promotion, 
to aſſume the Name of ſome Holy Man (a ſtrange 
Piece of Hypocriſy, as if that was ſufficient to attene 
for their own wicked Lives : ) But none of them 
has preſumed to take the Name of Peter, out of 
Reſpect to the Fir Vicar of Jeſus. This Pamphilio 
is above Threeſcore and 'T welve Years of Age, by 
whoſe Exaltation, the Family of the Barbarini's, to 
whom he was a profeſs'd Enemy, begin to fall into 

Diſgrace 
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Diſgrace. Cardinal Artonio, one of the Family is 
taxed with embezzelling the Treafure of the Church, 
committed to his Fruſt. 

He flies to France for Succour ; and though he had 
no great Reaſon to exp:& Cardinal Mazarim's Friend- 
ſhip, having formerly oppoſed his Intereſt at the 
Roman Court, in the Time of the late Pope Urban; 
yet this Cardinal, by an Exceſs of Generofity, has 
eſpouſed his Cauſe, and engaged his Maſter, the King 
of France, in his Quarrel. 

What will be the Iſſue of this Contention, Time 
will evince, But Men begin to talk already, That 
the King of France will carry a War into 7a/y, 
which will ſhake the Walls of Rome itſelf, 

Thus there is no Stability in Human Affairs; 
but Time and Providence perpetually ſtart new 
Events. 

God grant, That thou may'ſt live to ſee the Otto- 
man Creſcent, on the Top of St. Peter's Church in 
Rome. 


Paris, 6th of the toth Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER XX. ; 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Port, 


HE great Preparations which Sallan Ibrahim 

is making by Land and Sea, affords a Subject * 
of Diſcourſe to all Chriſtendom ; but adminiſters 
a ſpecial Occaſion of Jealouſy to the Republick of 
Venice. 

They look on his declared Intentions to invade 
Malta, only as a Cover or Cloak to his real De- 
ſigns upon themſelves; being confirm'd in their 

L 5 Bauſpi⸗- 
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Suſpicion by the Complaints which the Sultan made 
to Soranzs their R/fident at the Port, when he deli. 
vered himſelf with an Air, that expreſſed far deeper 
Reſentments than his Words. | 
Nor can the artificial Strains of Courteſie which 
are uſed toward the Refident, blind or cancel the ap- 
parent Affront and Contempt which he received from 
the Kaimachem ; who refuſed to give him Audience, 
after ſome Hours Attendance, — at the ſame 
Time, Prince Regetſki's Envoy, was admitted at the 
firſt Word. / 
Theſe Conſiderations, with others of the like Na- 
ture, have ſufficiently alarm'd the YVenetians ; ſo that 
they are making all the feaſonable Preparations that 
are requiſite, to oppoſe the Torrent of the Ottoman 
Fury and Rage, which they apprehend ts to be pour- 
ed oa them. This, they perform with all imagina- 
ble Diligence and Secrecy, being neither willing to 
give a juſt Ground of Jealouſy to the Sz/tar, nor yet 
to be ſurprized unprovided. | e 
There have lately been extraordinary Conſulta- 
tions in the Senate about theſe Affairs, ſome diſap- 
proving theſe warlike Preparations, others promo- 
ting them : One Party judging, That a Peace ought 
rather to be purchaſed with a Tender of Gold: A 
contrary Side pleading, That fuch a Purchaſe would 
be both diſhonourable and diſadvantageous, ſince 
upon every new DPiſg:ſt, the Ottomans would com- 
mence, or at leaſt, threaten a War, on purpoſe to 
ere& a continual Mart for Peace, the Sale thereof 
being like to prove ſo profitable to them. Among 
the reſt of tle Senators, Sigrier Grimaldi made an 
. Oration, of which I Lave obtained an authentick Co- 


py. And, it ſpgaks ths ; 


on 


THIS 
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HIS Glorious Republick, which has fburiſi d 


for ſo many Ages, ought not, in uy Opinion, 
to become the Merchandize of upflart Shepherds. Tis 
needl:fs to recount our Original, or wipe uff thy an- 
cient Duft ¶ our primitive Records, that we imay be 
able to tell the World, We are the Relicks of Troy. 
'Tis bootleſs to put you in Mind, how this moſt ſerene 
and flouriſhing State laid her fir Foundations in 
the Sca, and built her Neft in the Floods : That the 
Nereids fied to her Shadow : and the reſt of the Sea- 
Gods, even Neptune himſelf, courted her Alliance 
and Protection. Suffice it to ſay, That this Victorious 
State, thus founded and built, has ſpread her Con- 
gueſts through Iſtria, Dalmatia, and Epirus, ; has an- 
nexed under her Government Corfu, Cephalenia, 
Zant, and Crete, with many other Iſlands of the 
Adriatick and Mediterranean Seas; and, that this 
Virgin Commonweath has preſcrv'd her ſelf unde- 
flowered theſe twelve hundred I cart. In all which 
Time, ſhe never ſubmitted to the luſiſul Tyranny of 
any Foreign Conqueror. And muft ſhe now become a 
common Proſtitute to. Infidels, be bought and fold at 
any Rate, and pay the price of her own Slavery ? 
Has this moſt Auguſt Senate, by a long Series of ſuc- 
c:f5ful Wars, been exalted to the Height of Sovereign 
Poxwer, and is ſh now to be brav'd into a baſe and 
mercenary Peace, the gilded Maſe of al je Slawery ? 
We that have flemmed the Torrent of Ottoman In- 
vafions, and refiſted the Puiſſance of all Aſia, _ 
awe now pull down our own Banks, and tamely let 
the proud inſulting Enemy in, paving bis Way with 
Gold ? Rouze up, my Lords, the ancient Genius of 
this mighty State, awaken the old Venetian Valaur; 
and, unleſs yeu refolve always to bear the Ottoman 
Tode, now ſhake it off, and make a War your Choice 


rather than your laſt Remeay. 
The 
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' The Eyes of all the Weſtern Nations are fixed on 
this Auguſt Aſſembly. The Fate of Chriſtendom 15 
row in the Scales, it is in your Power alone to turn 
the doubtful Balance; it is from your unſhaken Valour, 
the Chriſtian Morld rapes a Benefit, which fall be 
recorded en the Pillars of Eternity. Suffer not your 
febhves, Meft Excellent Lords, to be cajoled by the ſpe- 
cicus Pretences of the Ottoman Fox ; but, confide in 
vcur en Illuſlrious Arms, and the Fuftice of your 
Cauſe, ewhich will not fail to atira# the Fuwours of 
Divine Porvidence. Let not theſe Laurels, which 
have been all along ſprinkled with the Noble Blocd of 
your renewned Anceſtors, be tamely taken from your 
Headi, and trampled under the Feet of Inſidels. Whom 
do you fear ? A Man ſupinely lull d. in wanton Pleas 
fures ; di oaen d in the boft Delights of his Seraglio; a 
fitter Champion for the Ficld of Venus, than for the 
bloc dy Toils of Mars, the harſh Fatigucs of War ? But 
what do cu driau? The Bugbear 1itle Grand Sig- 
nior ! is in our Power to check his boafted Grande ur, 
ard make him ſenſible, The State of Venice has a Sword 
can match the Turkilh Scymitar. Sia 


Ds tut roſelwe, the Nerd is half done. I fel al- 
ready in my Mind biiſiful Priſages of a laſting Peace, 
the Eh of a Juſt and Seaforable War, which js 
much to be friferred to the precanous Truce, ( for it 
deſerves no better Title) aubich they dcfign to cheat, us 
avith, in C:ntemplation of our Gold; a Truce, which 
they will break at Pleaſure, to flart ncau Grounds of 
Compr ſition. T has, could wwe drain the Indies dry, 
ave muſt ri fund our Tri ſure in the Ottoman Coffers, 
ud ali t:o little to ſaticte their Greedy Avarice, and 
Tyranneus Demands. Thus would the moſt Serene 
Republick of Venice, | be po/{pon'd to the Divan of 
Algiers, able howe already ſhaken off the "Turkiſh 
Yo, retaining indeed the ſervile Name of Subjects, but 
fuſing the 1 ribute they avere wout to pay, Lit us ret 


fuff.r 
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/uffer that Barbarous Little State, thus tel to aſe 
ert their Liberty, whilſt we reſign our Necks to the 
Yoke. Our Fleets are numerous, our Soldiers diſ- 
ciplin'd, our Seamen bold and expert, our Treaſury 
full of the Nerwes of War. Let us be in a Readings, 
and, if Sultan Ibrahim dares be the firſt Apgreſjor, 
then, Beat Drum, Scund Trumpct, and every Man t6 
his Poſt. 288 


This huffing Harangue of Signior Erimalai, tho 
it met with ſome Abettors in the Senarr, yet the 
Counſel of the great and wiſer Heads prevailed ; 
which was, To ſend Orders to the Venetian R:/edent 
at Conftantinople, to found the Inclinations of the 
Sultan, and, it poſſible, to make a Pecuniary Accom- 
modation. | 

This Intelligence I received from a Jew, living at 
Venice; one whom I confide in, and who gives me 
a conſtant and faithful Account of all the important 
Occurrences of that State. He is familiar with Girc- 
lamo Pufſerla, and Bernardino Lupuls, Two of the 
Senators Who voted for Peace ; by which Means he 
can eaſily feel the Pulſe of the Yenetian State, no- 
thing of Moment being concealed from him by theſe 
Clariffimo's. | 

The late Afton of Giacomo de Riva, Sufravedi- 
tor of Tino, againſt the Ships of Tripc/i and Tunit, is 
interpreted to be done altogether in his own Defence. 
I doubt not, but it will be otherwiſe repreſented at 
the Port ; but, I with ſome Mens groundleſs Diſcon- 
tents, and the private Intereſts of others, be not im- 
proved to the Notion of publick Injuries, by the Ar- 
tifice of ſuce as wiſh not well to the Ottemas En- 

ire, : 
; J Diſcarge my Duty in ſending thee the beſt Intel- 
ligence I can in this Juncture. 2167 

Gad, the Supreme Monarch of the Univerſe, diſ- 
pole thefe Overtures, and all otter human Events 

to 
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to the Exaltation of the Ottoman Empire, and the 
Propagation of the true Faith. 


Paris, 13th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 5 


LETTER XXL 


To Mirza Muhammed Effendi, Vicar to 
the Mufti. | 


| HE Favs have a Proverb, That, He who breeds 
not up his Sen to ſeme Trade, makes him a * 
And the Arabians ſay, That an idle Perſon. is the 
Dewvi!'s Play-fellow. Therefore, our Holy and Wiſe 
Lewgiver has commanded all True Belicwers to 
. exerciſe themſelves every Day in ſome manual Oc- 
cupat:on. Neither is the Sultan upon the Threne any 
more exempted from Obedience to this wriver/al 
Precefts than he who cleans the Streets. The Soul 
of Man is active as Fire; cr, to take our Compa- 
riſon as the Hebrews do, from another Element, it 
can no more ceaſe from being buſy, than Water 
can with-hold itſelf from running out of every 
Hole of a Sieve.- Men will be always exerting their 
Faculties one Way or other, and there is no Medium 
between Good and Evil. Whoſoever is not em- 
ployed in one, muſt neceſſarily fall into the other. 
Theſe are the Points to which all the Lines of Hu- 
man Actions tend, the Centers where all our Af- 
fairs meet. But though there be no ſuch hens, 
as a Mediocrity between theſe two Extremes, an 
every Man is within the Circumference either of 
Virtue or Vice; yet, there are certain Steps and 
Degrees in each ; ipecifick Differences alſo, which 
take their Riſe and Proportion from Nature, Mo- 
rality 
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rality and Religion. Thus, Hæman Providence teaches 
us, of two Evils to chuſe the leaſt ; while the Divine 
Oracle inſtructs us, not to ſtand upon Niceties and 
Punctilio's with Virtue, but to puſh forward till we 
arrive at an heroick Generoſity. 

As for me, who ſerve the Grand Signicr in this 
Station, I am forced to compound with the Lau, and 
capitulate with the ſeverer Precepts of the Alcoran 
I tell many a Lye, that I may do the more effectual 
Service to Truth. I am 9 to deny my Reli- 
gien, that I may prepare a Way for others to propa- 
gate it. By oblique and remote Fetches of Policy, I 
accompliſh the direct Intentions of Juſtice, while I 
commit little Vices among the L faelt, to introduce 
great Virtues. Thus, making good the Counſel of 
the Perfian Philoſopher, That it is neceſſary for him 
who would reach his Fourney's End, ſometimes to go 
round abcut. And, thou knoweſt what Encourage- 
ment has been given me, being aſſured by the So- = 
wvereign Pralate of our holy Law, That while I keep 1 
in the Orb of my Duty to the Grand Sigrier, I am 
but of the Devil's Circle. 

If thou would'ſt know how I buſy my ſelf at my 
Hours of Leifure : I make Watches; not knowing 
how better to ſpend my vacant Time, than in fra- 
ming an Inſtrument whereby I may preceive kow 
Time paſſes away. This little Engine points out each 
Minute, and meaſures exactly the Succeſſion of Hours; 
it keeps pace with Years, yet out runs not Months. 
"Tis the Journal of the Sun, a /airhful Record of 
his daily Travel through the Heavens. In a Word, 
'tis the Secretary of Time ; and a compendious Hiftory 
of the Firft-torn Tue of Et. rity. 

Eliachim the Jeww takes {ome of my Hands ; and 
the reſt I preſent to the Crandees, or any Body 
whom I would oblige. I have ſent ſome by the 
Way of Yi:nng, to the moſt Penerable Mufti, and to 
thy ſelf, as alſo to others of my Friends at the Sub- 


lime 


—— = Py 2 — Fd — 

by IP. 

— — ">, — — — 
> — — — 

— _ = — — —o-k — = \ 


am OY —- wb 


” be ak 
* * as 
* 
= —_— 


- 


232 LsTxzEers Vrit by Vol. II. 


lime Port. They are all ſealed up, with Directions 
to thoſe for whom they are dehgned. I with, that 
this mean Teſtimony of my Duty and Affection, may 
be accepted. And, that my Superiors would from 
hence conclude, that I am no bad Huſband of my: 
Time. | | 

The Unchangeable Eſſence, who moves all Things, 
yet is moved of None; who ſets all the Springs and 
Wheels of Nature a-going; yet remains Himſelf in 
Eternal R:ft ; beholding all Things paſt, preſent, and 
to come, with one undivided Glance ; grant, That I 
may be approved of Heaven, while I obey the Mi 
and his Vicar, on Earth. | 

If thou favoureſt the Cauſe of the Merchant who 
brings thee this Letter, thou ſhalt do well. He will 
inform thee of his Affairs God increaſe thy Fe- 


licity. 


Paris, 22d of the toth Moon, 2 
of the Tear 1644. 


6— 


rr EA KKIL 
To Hali Omri, Baſſa. 


HOU that art exalted from a Page, to one 

of the higheſt Dignities in the Empire, and 
poiſeſſeſt an eminent Share of the Sultan's Favour, 
wilt not be diſpleaſed if Mahmut, whom thou hait 
formerly honour'd with thy Friendſhip, puts thee 
in Mind of ſome Qualifications that are requiſite in 
a Favourite. I know thy Abilities are great, yet he 
that walks on Pinacles, will not refuſe the Aſſiſt- 
ance of any kind Hand that offers it, nor tax a Man 
.with Preſumption, for endeavouring to preſerve him 
from a Fall, . ; 
t 


en e e e aer ann 


It will not be ſufficient, that thou art very zea- 
lous to ſerve the Sultan, to aggrandize his Honour, 
and prop the Imperial Dignity : Nor, That thou 
art extremely accurate in ranaging the Affairs com- 
mitted to thy Charge: That thou art aſſiduous and 
extraordinary careful; not addicted to Recreations 
and Pleaſure. 'That thou art rigorouſly juſt, deaf 
to Flattery, and inexorable to Bribes ; but in all 
Things ſolicitous for thy Sovereign's Intereſt and 
Greatneſs, without any other Byaſs, fave that of 
untainted Loyalty. (All theſe, I muſt confeſs, are 
great Virtues in a Stateſman and a Favourite; yet, 
they may become Vices, by their Exceſs as well as 
their Defect, and he that ſteers not his Courſe in 
the Golden Mean, may ſoon precipitate himſelf into 
Rum.) But it is alſo neceflary for thee, to have an 
Eye to the Satisfaction of the Subject, as well as to 
the Prince's Prerocative, It will not be fafe, to im- 
molate the People's Intereſts and Laberties, to the' 
Humouts and Caprices of the Sovereign. Neither 
will he thank or reward thee, for ſuch a dangerons 
Piece of Zeal. Nay, ſhould he himſelf command 
thee to do any Thing which would mtrench on their 
Rights and Privileges, thou oughteſt rather to ſhew. 
thy Fidelity, in humble remonſtrating to him the ill 
Conſequences of ſuch a Proceediug, than by a blind 
Obedience to betray bota him and thy ſelf to the 
publick Odium On thee, to be ſure, it will faſten, 
however thy Maſter may efcape ; and chou muſt fall 
a Victim to appeale the incens'd Multitude, and fave 
him harmleſs. 

This was the Caſe of the Duke {Olvarez, the 
late Miniſter and Favourite of the King of Spain. 
He was endued with all the foremention'd Virtues 
requiſite in a Stateſman ; but his immente Zeal to 
advance the King's Prerogative, betrayed him ta 
ſuch Meaſures of Oppreſſion and Tyranny, as were 
the Occaſion of his Ruin, 


The 
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The Spaniards claim certain Franchiſes and Immu- 
nities, -which, when grauted them, they pay a volun- 
tary * to the Caſſilian Crown. D'Olkwarez 


ſought to bereave them of theſe their native Cu- 
ſtoms and Liberties, which by degrees gave ſo gene- 
ral a Diſguſt to that apprehenſive Nation, That they 
broke out into an open Rebellion. Hence ſprung 
the Revolt of Catalonia and Nouſſlion; and the to- 
tal Defection of Portugal. He thought by Rigor 
to drive theſe People to Extremes, making them fall 
into Treaſon, and then taking Advantage of their 
Crimes, to make his Maſter more abſolute. But, 
theſe indirect Courſes never proſpered ; and we now 
ſee the Duke of Bragenza by this Means, eſtabliſhed 
in the Throne of Portugal, that Kingdom quite rent 
from Spæir, and the other Provinces in the Hands of 
the French. | 
The Sparich Grandees, ſenſible of the Mal Ad- 
miniſtration of the Favourite Duke, grew diſguſted, 
withdrew from the Court, and, from their Charges, 
leaving the King almoſt deſtitute of Attendauts at 
Home, or Off cers Abroad; yet none durſt diſco- 
ver the Grounds of their Diſcontent, till the Con- 
table of Caſtile broke the Ice on the ſollowing Oc- 
caſion. The Conflable is one of the Prime Nobility 
of Spain, deducing his Pedigree from a, Race of 
Kings. Him had Olivarez made his mortal Enemy, 
by propoſing a Match between a Son of his, and 
the Cirfiablc's Davghrer. This Son, whether natu- 
ral, or only adopted. is not certainly known, but 
he had lived. an obſcure and debauched Life, not fa 
much as taken Notice of, unleſs for his diffolute 
Manners and enormous Crimes, which had once ex- 
poled him to the Sentence of Death, had he not 
met with better Fortune than he deferved. All the 
Netlis were highly diſguſted, When they ſaw this 
Prodigal owned by Olf, for his natural Son and 
Heir, inveſted with the highett Dignities of the —_ 
: om, 
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dom, and made Maſter of prodigious Riches; eſpe- 
cially, ſince he was no Ways worthy of ſuch Preter- 
ment, retaining ſtill his former Viees, and giving 
every where Proofs of an abject and baſe Grnivs, To 
ſee ſuch an one made Prefident of the Indies, and at 
the Heighth of Honour, ina fair Way to ſueceed the 
Duke in the Mini/ry, irritated the whole Court, and 

drove the Conſtal le of Caſtile to Impatience. He ut- 
terly refuſes the Match, diſdaining that his Daughter 
ſhould be linked to ſach an Upſtart; he remonſtrates 
to the King, the exorbitant Ambition of Olivarex. 

In ane, being ſeconded by other Landi of the Court, 
and by Letters from the German Emperor, he ſo far 
prevailed on the King, That his Eyes began to be 
opened, and he now clearly ſaw, That all the Diſorders 
of the Government ow'd their Origin to the ill Con- 

duct of Olivarex. Wherefore, taking the Advice of 
his faithful Counſellors, he baniſh'd him the Court, 
deprived him of all Authority, confined him firſt to 
a Place not far from Madrid, and afterwards to T hore, 
a City in O/d Cafiile. 

Thus fell that great Miniſter, through his own 
Ambition to riſe ; ſeeking by unwarrantable Methods 
to ſecure his Maſter's Favour, he incurred the Heighth 
of his Diſpleaſure, and brought upon his own Head 
an irrecoverable Oiſgrace and Ruin. 

I fer.d thee this Example, as a Teſtimony of my 
. Friendſhip and Fidelity; and, that thou may'it in- 
form the Divan of the true Grounds of this Man's 
Misfortune. The King has now taken the Reins of 
Government into his own Hands, tho' 's thought 
too late. | | 

I wiſh thee an Increaſe of Virtues and Happineſs, 
and that thy Moderation may keep thee ſtedfaſt in the 
Sultan's Favour, 


Paris 4th sf the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 164.4. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIII 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


FT is, thou knoweſt, a conſidere ble Time fince I 

was I ove-{ſmiiten with the brautiful Daria, who 
was ſair as an Angel, and diſcreet above any mortal 
Creature. It's hard to ſay, Whether the Beauty of 
her Mind, or that of her Body, ſtrack deepeſt Impreſ- 
ſion on my Soul. How long were the Nights and 
how ſhort my Slumbers, and what a general Pi- 
ſtraction of "Thoughts was I in ! I coaid not abt'e 
my Chamber, and when I went out, no other Places 
could pleaſe me. I knew not what I ſaid or thou2ght, 
whather I dream'd or was really awake, ſtcod or fate, 
went backwards or forwards, all Poſtures and Places 
being alike, ſeeing none of them could afford ms: the 
Relief I ſought after 

1 . no leſs, but that I muſt thus languiſh 
on; yet ] find, That "ime and Abſence have, at 
length, made Way for Reaſon. Marvel not, dcar 
Oglon, 1 have ſuffered theſe Tranſports, Our Paſ- 
fiors are not in our Power: We cannot love, and 
hate, when, ard whom we pleaſe. I here is a Con- 
formity of Blood, wherein tie Stars, they ſay, work 
Wonders. Tis true, no Man can love and be u ſe 
at the ſame Time; but, prithee, teli me, Did'ſt ver 
know any Wiſe Man, who was not, one Time or 
other, in Love? Remember thine own Paſſion for the 
ſame Object, which will mate thee the eafier to ex- 
cuſe mine. I'll tellthee a Story, which] have ſome- 
where read; which, if it does not palliate, yet will 
not avpravate my Weakneſs. 

A certain Countryman having loſt his %, came 
to the Muceun, or Cryer, defiring him to give No- 
tice at the Door of one of their Maſſues; which — 

1 
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did for three ſeyeral Fefivals, But no News being 
heard of the Animal, the Owner urged the Maezin to 
continue his former Proclamal ions, with the Reward 
of a fat Pig to the Finder. The Muezin being an 
Arch-Wag, and tir'd with the Fellow's Importunity, 
dog Day, when the Ceremonies. of their /upcr/{itiqus 
Worſtp was ended, and Pegple flock d amain out of 
the Malgur, he made this following , Praciamaticn ; 

there be any Man here amongſt. you, auh a eme 
orth, and . — pre ſeſi, He never wwas in Lowe, he 
fall haue a fat Pig. | * 

An ungainly, FO Fellow, who was leaning 
liſtning on his Staff, bawl'd out, That he could fafely 
take his Oath, he was the Perfon aubo hed tever been 
in Love. Whereupon the Murain taking him by 
the Sleeve, preſents him to the Country- man, ſaying, 
Here Miend, I hawe found yeur Als, the Pig is mine. 

Rejoice with me for the Recovery of my Liberty, 
and believe an experience d Man, when he tells thee, 
That a Man's Love to his Friend, tho' it be not fo 
violent and ſtrong as that to his Miſtreſs, yet is more 
ſolid and laſting. | 


Paris 12th of the 11th Moon, 
F the Tear 1644. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To the Invincible Vizir AZem, at the Port. 


Ince Thou, who art the Centre and Source of 
all Dignity, haſt drawn back one Ray of Ho- 
nour into thy {e}f, whoſe Emanation before made 
ſome of thy Slaves Illuftrious, with the "Title and 
Power of Captain Bf.: Since thou thy ſelf, I ſay 
who art always Generalif/imo by Land, W 

Oo 
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alſo at this Juncture to become Baſ of the Sea; I 
wiſh that both Elements may prove propitious to thee, 
and Fate crown thy Arms with the Heighth of Suc- 
ceſs. May the King of the Waters proclaim a M. 
raum where ever thou ſaileſt, and may the Indi pay 
Homage to the Banner of the Orztoman Emfire. In 
a Word, may yielding Waves and timely Gales con- 
vey thee ſafe and proſperous to Venice, and may For- 
tune always attend that Courage, which never forſook 
thee when thy Maſter's Honour lay at S:ake. | 
The Empire of the Oſmans it highly obliged to 
Providence, for ſuch a valiant and experienc'd Lea- 
der of their Armies. There is need of the Reſolu- 
tion of Alexander the Great to encounter with all the 
formidable Difficulties and Hazards of this War. 
Thou art not marening againſt the ſoft and eſfeme- 
nate Per/ians, Men drown'd in the luxurious De- 
baucheries of A4fa, and enervated by continual Vo- 
luptuouſneſs : But, thou muſt combat with the fierce 
Roſcians, hardy Serwians, the valiant Inhabitants of 
Dalmatia and Iiria, Men inur d to Toils and Fa- 
tigues, and ſteeled in Blood and Slaughter. I tell 
thee, There is no State in the World that takes 
more Care to breed her Subjects up in all the Diſ- 
cipline of War, than this Rcfublich. Thou haſt 
heard of the famous Ar/enal of Venice; wilt thou be- 
lieve what Hacnai the Jew has told me, concerning 
that Nurſery of War? He is newly | come from 
thence, and ſays, That this 4-/enal alone is half a 
League in Circuit; that there is but one Gate and 
Channel into it, by which their  Veſtels paſs in 
and out ; That in this Place, as in a Seminary, are 
bred up an infiaite Numder of Slaves, who are a 
little Commonwealth by themſelves. Some of theſe 
are employ d all the Year round, in making Gallies 
Galliaites, Pinnaces, Brigantines, and other Ship- 
ping, wich all Materiats belonging to them, as Maſts, 
Oars, Sc. Others. make Bullets, Chains, Anchors, 
Cannon, 
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Cannon, and all kinds of Artillery. A third Sort are 
buſied in making Ropes, Sails, Shrouds, and ſuch 
like Næwal Implements. | . 

He ſays moreover, That in this Magazine are con- 
tained 40,000 Piitols ; 200,000 Daggers; 60,000 Par. 
tizans; Javelins 100,000 ; Crols-Bows 30,000 z- 
Long-Bows 50,000; with 500,000 Swords; Muf-. 
quets 200,000 ; 1000 Cannon; as many -Sakers ; 
500 Culxerins. All theſe are preſerved as a Treaſure 
of War, beſides infinite Quantities of all Manner of 
Weapons and Ammynitions, which are daily carried 
from hence to furniſh their Ships by Sea, and their 
Armies and Forts by land Thou wilt conclude 
from hence, That this is a wiſe and martial Nation, 
and that the Conquelt of Venice will colt much Sweat 
and Blood. | 1 81 

Wilt thou hear what this Je fays of their pub- 
lick Buildings, which, are all made of the beſt 
Marble? He counts fixty fix Pariſh-Churshes; fifty 
two Monaſteries; twenty fix Nunneries; eighteen 
Chapels; ſeventeen | Hoſpitals; and ſix Schools; 
He numbers fifty fix Courts of Juſtice ; ten Gates 
of Braſs, four hundred and fifty Stone — eighty 
thouſand Boats; which cannot be ſerved with leis 
than double that Number of Watermen. The In- 
habitants of this City are computed to be 800 oοο. 
By all this, thou mayeſt comprehend the Great- 
neſs and Wealth of this Repablict, and that it is 
no inglorious Enterprize to carry on a War agzinſt 
It. 

Theſe Infidel; give publick Toleration to Harlots; 
which is pradlilef not only in this City, but all over 
Italy, and brings a vaſt Revenue into the — 
The /”hores Pence of Venice is lard to amount Yearly 
to 100,000 Zechins. 

The Multitude of Jews does alſo mightily enrich 
that City, who have no leſs than nine Y;nagogues 
there. They are Maſters of infinite Wealth, and 

engroſs 
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engroſs the greateſt Paat of the Levantine Traffick, 
whereby Venice is become ſuperlatively wealthy, 
and has acquired the Epithet of Rich. This is 
grown a Faſhion in Lay; That every City has its 
peculiar Title, as, Rome the Holy, Padua the Learned, 
_ the Great, Naples the Proud, and Venice the 

One Thing extremely pleaſes me, and had it not 
a Shew of Iablatry, I could not but applaud it, as 
an Argument of the Generofity of this Sate. Adona? 
tells me, That there are no leſs than 165 Marble, 
and 23 Brazen Statues, erected by the Order, and 
at the Charges of this Republick, in Honour of the 
like Number ef valiant Soldiers, who have merited 
welb-of the Publick: This is an efficacious Encou- 
ragement to others, a Spur to Virtue, the Cheriſher 
of martial Ardour : And Venice herein ſeems to imi- 
tate the Gratitude of ancient Rome, which never ſpared 
any Coſt to honour her Heroes, and render their Me- 
mory immortal. 

; God grant thee Victory over theſe 7nfide/s, that at 
thy Return, laden with the Venetian Spoils, thou 
may ſt rejoice in the Royal Careſſes and Favour of 
our glorious Sultan, and that not only Conflantinople, 
but all the Ottoman Empire, may celebrate Triumphs 
for the Succeſs of thy Arms. ce 


Paris, 21ſt of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


I T appears by thy Melancholy Letters thou haſt not 
forgot the Loſs thou formerly ſuſtained by Fire, 
but Rl continueſt to diſturb tay felf with diſmal 
Apprehenſions of ſpending thy Days in 1gnom1- 
nious Poverty. I am afraid thou didit fet thy Heart 
too much on thy Wealth, which makes thee ſo un- 
| eafy under thy Misfortune. Perhaps thy Money was 
thy Maſter ; and Gd, in removing it from thee, has 
made thee free, and thereby fitted thee for the Con- 
trmplations of the Univerſe. 

Never fear Want ; the ſame Prowidence which took 
Care of thee before thou cameſt into the World, will 
never be wanting to thee now thou art in it. It is 
but a Little that we need, and it will not be long, 
before it will be impoſſible for us to want any 
Thing. Poverty never meets the Thinking and In- 
duſtrious. And a Man may fatisfy Nature, without 
the leaſt Obligation to Fortune ; who, when ſhe ſeems 
moſt angry with us, ſcarce ever denies us Neceſlaries. 
'The Belly, indeed, is a troubleſome Creditor, yet is 
quieted with a Little. Seneca tells us, That Epicurus 
confined himſelf to a narrower Allowance, than that 
of the ſevereſt Priſons, to the moſt heinous Offender ; 
and found himſelf at Eaſe too in a ſtricter Diet, than 
any Man in the worſt Condition nceds to fear. But 
the Miſery of it is, We are governed in all Things by 
Opinion, and every Thing is to us, as we think 
it to be. | SOS 

The ſame great Man tells us Of one Apicius, who 

oiſon'd himſelf, for fear of Starving, when he had 

Two Hundred and Fifty Piafters in his Coffers. 

And, another more modern Philoſopher relates, aw 
M ar 
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a rich Man, an Acquiantance of his falling mad, 
ſnatcht up a Straw, and complained he muſt periſh 
with Hunger, for he ſaw there was no Grain in the 
empty Huſks. 

It is faid of the Emperor Ga/ba, That he was 
wont to weep, when he ſaw his Table better-co- 
vered than ordinary. And, I have read of a cer- 
tain Chriftian Mufii, who was ſo wretchedly cove- 
tous, I hat Ke would ſteal privately into tie great 
Moſque of Rome, and put out the Lamps there, to 
fave Charges. 

But methinks, I hear thee murmuring me an An- 
ſwer, That this was never thy Humour; and theſe 
Citations make little Impreſſion on a Man, that has 
had his Houſe and Goods burnt, and narrowly eſca- 

d in his own Perſon. | | 

Shall I tell thee then, what happen'd lately in 
theſe Parts, which will perhaps, make thee more 
contented, and thankful for thy Life; ſceing, what 
was theſe poor People's Lot, might have been 
thine. | 

Certain conſiderable Merchants coming to this 
Town, and lodging at an Inn, not far from my 
Quarters, the Houſe being Full of Gueſts, they were 
forced to be content with an upper Room, where, 
entertaining one another with pleaſant Diſcourſe, to 

aſs the away Time till Supper, on a, ſudden the 
Liichen was all in a Flame, .unfortunately increaſed 
with combuſtible Matter, lying near the Chimney, 
Some ſay, there. was a great Quantity of Oil and 
Gunpowder, (an. odd Store-Houle to lay ſuch Com- 
modiiies in.) However, the Fire appeared fo ſud- 
denly and violently, that in a Moment all the Floor 
under them, was ſeized with it. 

Theſe Gentlemen, who were two Stories high, 
in a Chamber towerds the Street, as ſoon as they 
heard the Cry of Fire, began to make towards their 
Trunks and Portmanteaus, which were Jock d up ton a 

| rge 
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a large Coffer, the Key of which hung at their 
Hoſteſs's Girdle. They were for going down to 
fetch it, but the Fire had in a Manner conſum'd 
all beneath them. Whilſt they were buſied in try- 
ing to break open the Coffer, and to take out oy 
Man his own, their Chamber became inſtantly ſo 
full of Smoak, as was like to choak them. They 
could neither ſave themſelves by going up or down, 
the Houſe being all over in a Flame. Moreover 
their Neighbours ſeeing their own Houſes in danger, 
were ſo concerned for themſelves, that they had no 
Time to pity others. So that few People attempted 
to ſuccour theſe poor Gentlemen, who, on their Side, 
endeavoured with great Pieces of Wood, to force 
a Paſſage ; but the Wallls and Windows were too 
ſtrong to give Way to their Efforts, being ſecur'd 
with thick Iron Bars, faſtened to the Stones, In this 
lamentable Condition, having this inexorable Flame 
before their Eyes, which had already ſeized on the 
Chamber, tearing the Hair of their Heads, and 
ſtamping on the Ground, they ſent forth ſuch dread- 
fml Shrieks as moved all that heard them to extreme 
Compaſſion. | | 

They threw their Gold and Silver into the Streets 
in vain, crying for Help; the Fire being ſo increas'd, 
That, before the People could bring Ladders and 
other Inſtruments to break a Way into the Cham- 
ber, theſe poor Wretches miſerably periſhed in the 
Flames. 

Thank God thou haſt ſtill thy Life and Senſes, 
Turn theſe laſt the right Way, and thou wilt find 


thou haſt loſt nothing. 


Paris, 21ſt of the 11th Moon, 
of the Near 1644. 


* 
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LETTER XXVI. 


J the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 


HE Spaniard; are the proudeſt People in the 
| World. They ſtrut like Cranes as they go 
along the Streets, and walk by Rules of Geometry. 
Here are many of them in this City, ſince the Revolt 
of Catalonia and Rouſſillion. The French accuſe them 
of Uncomplaiſance and ill Manners, in that they will 
not change their Habit or Gait, in a Country ſo 
averſe from Formality. 

They are extremely addicted to Rhodomontads's 
as thou wilt eaſily gueſs by this which follows: 
Lewis XIII. aſking a Sani Officer, who was a Pri- 
ſoner of War, Why the Kings of Spain went not in 
Perſon to the Wars, as the Romer of France ? He an- 
ſwer'd, / the King, my Maſter, ſhould lead his own 
Army inte the Field, the whole Earth would tremble 
under him. 

Another being aſk'd ; Why the Spaniſh King in his 
Style, boaſt:d, That the Sun was his Helmet, replied, 
Becauſe that Luminary ncwver ſets on all my Maſter's 
Territories. But the French-man wittily retorted ; 
He <uill neither ſet nor riſe on any of your Maſter's Do- 
minions e er long, if the Great Lewis goes on with his 
Congueſts. 

Indeed, to paſs from 7eft to Earneft, this Victo- 
rious King continually parcs away ſome Part or 
other of che Spar; Monarcny, I have acquainted 
the Minifters of the Divan, with the molt impor- 
tant Paflages of this War, except the taking of 
Graveling, which 1 did not then think ſo conuderable 
a Place, as I am ſince informed it is. "Tis a Sea- 


Town, lying on the Northen Shore of France. and 
commanding 
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commading the Narrow Seas, between the Continent 
and England. Some ſay, That it is one of the ſtrong- 
eſt Towns in Europe The French King, by the 
Conqueſt of this Place, is in a Condition to give the 
Law by Sca to the No: thern Nations 

The Great God. who protects the Ottoman Empire, 
ſet Limits to the Conque:*s of this Chriſtian King, and 
ſo continue the Wars of theſe Ife Princes, that 
neither any of them may be in a Condition, nor All 
of them together be agreed, to make Head againſt 
the Arms of our inwincible Sultan! 


Paris, 3d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


1 —_ ä _———— 


E052; ATE 


To Dicheu Huſſein Baſſa. 


8 HOU haſt already, in the Diwan, heard of the 
preſent Convulſions of the Exgliſb State. I 
communicate to the Viæir Axem, what Intelligences 
J had received of the Trouble: of that Kingdom. Be- 
ſiles, the Imperial City is full of Strangers of all 
Nations, who mainrain Correſpondences with their 
ſeveral reſpective Countries: Whence it comes to 
paſs, That whatſoever is done in the moſt remote 
Corrers of the Earth, is ſoon known to the * 
of the Sublime Port, which is the Sandtuary of the 
ao hole World. But I ſhall gratifie thee, in unveiling 
the Interior of thoſe Events, which have made ſuch 
a Noiſe. Tbou art naturally curious in thy Re- 
ſearches ; and I ſhall preſent thee with ſome Addi- 
tional Remarks, which I have made on the Engii/þ 
Affairs. fince I wrote to the Supreme Miniſter on that 


Subject. | 
M3 Iac- 
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I acquainted him, That the late Cardinal Richlieu 
had a Hand in embroiling that Iſland, as he had in 
exciting the Tumults of Catalonia, and promoting 
the Rewolution of Portugal. The Part which he 
ated was by Proxy. fle had his Agents there, 
to blow up into a Flame, the Sparks which lay 
ſmothering in the Breaſts of that diſcontented Peo- 

le. Thoſe of the Latin Church reflect on it as a 
wn on the Engliſb Nation, That they have 
never been free from Comſpiracies, Seditions, and 
Rebellions, ſince the Time they ſhook off their 
Obedience to the Roman Mufti; which was in the 
Days of King Henry VIII. As if that Revolt in 
Point of Religion had been the Source of all the 
following Tumults and Diſorders in the State. 
Tis certain, Religion has great Influence on Mens 
Morals ; and, where a Liberty of Innovating is once 
allow'd, it makes continued Progreſſions Some 
French®Antiquaries ſay, That the Erg/i embrac'd the 
Roman Cormunion for the Space of Seven Hundred 
Years ; and, That during ſo long a Time, they ne- 
ver had any Civil Wars, but ſuch as were made on 
the Account of Succeſſion to the Crown. But, That 
after they kad changed their Faith, they were al- 
ways reſtleſs, ſtill hatching tome Alteration in the 
Government. I know not how far theſe Obſerva- 
tions are juſtifiable, Men being generally partial to 
their own Cauſe: But, the preſent Stirs in that 
Iſiand, ſeem to owe their Increaſe, if not their 
Birch, to the Latitude which the Subjects take in 
Matters of Conſcience, Whilſt every Man carves 
out to himſelf ſuch a Religion as beſt pleaſes him; 
without being accountable to the State, or paying 
any Tribute, as is the Practice of the Ottoman En- 

ire: Hence it is few Men's Ambition to conform 
to the Religion of the Prince; but, every Se&# en- 
deavours to periuade. both Prince and People, to 
ſubſcribe to their Sentiments; and the moſt. po- 
* =O, tent 
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tent Party threaten all the reſt with the ill Con- 
ſequence of War, in Caſe their Tenets be not eſta. 
bliſh'd. Among all the Religions which divide che 
Inhabitants of that uud, there is none for Which 
they have ſo general an Averſion, as that which 
they call the Roman Catholic, though it were once 
the Eſabliſb d Religion of the Country. his is 
now become the publick Eye-fore; and the reſt 
of the Sec/s, though they are at immortal Diffe- 
rence with each other, yet all join Heart and Haud 
to oppoſe this common Bugbear. Ihe French ſay, 
That the Proteſtauts are like the Engii/o Matis, 
Two of whica I remember were preſented to 
Sultan Amurath, by the French Ambaſſador, with 
this Character of them; That though when they 
guarrell d, they will fight with each other to Death, 
yet, ſhould a Bear be let lorſe upon them, in the Midit 
and Heat of their Fury, they would ſoon become Friends, 
and turn the Battle upin their Savag: Enemy. Such 
they ſay, is the Humour of the Engl Sectaries; 
and the Factious have improv'd it ſo far, as to fa- 
ten the Ocium of the Vulgar on the King himſelf 
by ſuggeſting, That he deſigns to introduce the 
Roman Religion into that Country; whereas, acord- 
| Ing to the Relation of ravellers and knowing Men, 
he is a zealous Prote/tant. his is the Pretence of 
taking up Arms agialt him: An Artifice, by which 
Rebellion is generally uſher'd in; wuiiſt the Defence 
of Reli gion is made a Cloak for Sacrilege and 7rea- 
on, 

| The D:/idels have found out a Way to divide a 
Man from himſelf, by M.. phyfecal Niceties, a 
Science wherein the True Belicves are happily gno- 
rant. They ate actually in Arms againit their be- 
weretgn, yet they declare they fight for him: Main- 
taining their Rebellion by this Sophiftiy, That they 
fight againſt his Natural Perſon to defend bis Politi- 
cal; as if they could ſeparate one from the other. 
. M 4 dome 
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Some thinking Men ſay, It is well if they do not di- 
verce his Soul from his Body, by the Help of theſe jug- 
ging Liſtinctions. 
is Viceroy in Ireland has already loſt his Head, 
for no other Crime, but his Loyalty to his Mafter : 
who is blam'd for giving Conſent to the Execution 
of fo faithful a Miniſter. Yet, the Curious pretend 
to Trace the Footſteps of Juice in this Man's Deſti- 
ny, fince he fell a Sacrifice to the ſame D:»:»cratic 
Principles, whereof he had formerly been a zealorvs 
Patron, having becn obſerved to be once a great Op- 
ee of the Royal Prerogative. It this be true, it 
ecms, as if Neme/is her ſelf had brought him to his 
Puniſhment. 

Thou wilt wonder at the Preſumption of theſe 
Peop'e, in diveſting the King of the Military Power 
by Sea and Land, and aſſuming it themſclves. Eſpe- 
cially, when thou conſidereſt, 'T hat this is the E/ential 
Prerogotive of Sovereignty, without which it is- but 
an Empty Title. | 

Our Invincible Sultans are poſſeſſed of ſuch an 
uncontroulable Authority, as cannot be trans ferr'd to 
any Suljec, or to all the Su! jet of fo vaſt an En- 
pire put together; but is only communicated at the 
Imperial Pleaſure, as Rays from the Sun, whoſe 
Emanations, though they are immenſe and infinite, 
yet do they not, in the leaſt, diminiſh on weaken 
that immortal Fountain of Light. But, the Eng li 
have not that Vereration for their Prince, as is 
found in the Mu/ulmans: They eſteem him but 
the Truſtee of the Commonweelth, the Creature cf 
the Populace, having imbib'd the Principles of Ari- 
fectle, Cato, and other Democratic Philoſophers ; who 
teach, That the Scwereign Poxrer is originally in the 
People, and but tranſmitted from them to the Prince, 
by Way of Deputaticn and Credenore. My Letter to 
the Prince Vizir will inform thee what the Engl 
Parlic ment is. At this Time, as I am inform'd, it 

conſiſts 
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conſiſts the moſt Part of Men of this Stamp ; 


et, they do not openly profeſs theſe Antimonarchic 
enets; but, under the Maſk of Leya/ty, amuſe 
the credolows Multitude with ſpecious Pretences, Of . 
making the King the moſt Glorious Monarch, and his 
Subjects the happieſt People, in the World. Put 'tis 
thought he will rather confide in his Arms, 1 
ftice of his Cauſe, and the Protection of God, 
ſuffer himſelf to be any longer cajol'd by their 
falſe Rhetorick 
He has given them Battle once, wherein they ay, 
The Victory was in an even Balance, and neither Side 
could claim it. {+ 
The Rebels have put to Death the Engliſi Mufti, 
whom they call the 4rchb;Abop. They ſtruck off his 
Head with an Axe, in the open Steet, on the Tenth 
— of the Firſt Moon of the Vear 1643. 
efore I conclude this Letter, I ſhall relate to 
Thee a Paſſage, which happened in this King's In- 
fancy, worthy of Remark. In former Ages, there 
were a Sort of Philo/-phers or Prophets, in England, 
whom they call'd Druids and Bards. Theſe in- 
ſtructed the People in the Be/izf of a God, the In- 
mortality of the Soul, and other Principles of Natu- 
ral Religion. They foretold Things to come; and 
had acquired ſo great a Reputation, that the Kings 
of that Country would undertake no Affair of Mo- 
ment, 'till they had firſt conſulted theſe Oracles. 
*Tis ſaid, There are yet living ſome of that Prophe- 
tick Race in the Mountains of Scotland. One of 
which, a Man of great Sanctity and Wiſdom, be- 
ng an Hundred and Twenty Years Old, came to 
vilit this King's Father; at which Time he ſaw this 
King, being then an Infant in his Nurſe's Arms, 
whilſt his Elder Brother and Heir of the Crown 
'ftood by. The Old Man, after his Compliments 
to the Father, takes the Infant Prince in his Arms, 
and beſtows his Benediction on it in theſe Terms, 
1 M 5 Hail, 


- 
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Hail, Royal Babe, Heir of the Tauo Crowns; thou ſhall 
gu along Time happily ; but in the End, a Flower- 
de luce a be thy Bane. Ihe Nobles that were pre- 
ſent, thinking that the Extremity of Age had be- 
reav'd him of his Reaſon, were ready to thruſt him 
away, offering to take the Child from him, and 
telling him, That. he miſtook ; for this was not the 
Heir of 1he Crown but his Brother auho flood by. But 
he, with a Compoſed Look and an aſſured Carriage, 
made Anſwer, That what he ſpoke wwas Truth ; ad- 
ding withal, That the Elder Brother ſpould die befere 
his Father; and, That this ſhould live to inherit the 
Kingdoms / Scotland and England, The Event has 
made good fome Part of his Prophecy; for his elder 
Brother died at Twelve Years of Age, and he at this 
Day poſſeſſes thoſe '1 wo Kingdoms; but, How the 
Flower de- luce all be his Bane, | ime muſt evince. 
It is trought, That by it, is meant the French King; 
becauſe that is the Arms of the Reyal Blood of France. 
It is hard to determine of future Events, yet there 
are ſome, who oblerving the Irfuence which this 
Cu, has had on the Eugliſß Commotions, and how 
far Cardinal Richlicu has engaged King Lewis XIII. 
in Revenging the Affronts which were given to his 
Siſter, the Queen of England, by that inhoſpitable 
Nation, make no Difficulty of interpreting this Pro- 
pbecy; but cònclude, That the unfortunate King of 
England will at length fall a Victim to the French Re- 
ſeniments, though his own Subjects be inſtrumental to 
his Ruin. ä 
I will continue my Intelligence of the Eugliſb Af- 
fairs as I receive them. In the mean while, I pray 
the Great Gd to protect the Muſſulman Empire from 
Scditien and Treaſon, and keep the Subjects of Sultan 
Ibratim in their due Obedience. 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Noor, 
ef- the Year 1644. "7 Kol Siu 
| LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


To Bajazet Ali Hogia, Preacher to the 
Seraglio. 


ERE are to be met with in theſe Veſtern Parts, 
infinite Numbers of People, who not only de- 
ſpiſe and vilify our Law, but their own, and openly 
cof at all Re/igions in the World. Theſe are known 
by the Name of Libertines or Atheiſts, which is to fay, 
People that profeſs themſelves Enemies to the Belief 
of a God. A lewd and unthinking Herd of Ami- 
mals, who dare not be alone, leaſt they ſhould come 
to the Remembrance of themſelves, and be wiſer. , 
Theſe People are, in ſome Sort, like Mus, that 
eat ¶ Hrian Monarch, who vaunted, He never ſaw 
the Stars, nor deſired it; worſhipped neither Sun 
nor Moon, never ſpoke to his People, nor took any 
Account of them, but was valiant in Eating and 
Drinking. 8 9 
He was ſaid to have this Inſcription on his Tomb. 


1 Vs FORMERLY NIN US, THE . GREAT 
LORD OF THE WORLD, AND LIVED AS 
THOU DOST. BUT AM NOW NOTHING 
BUT DUST. ALL THE MEAT I HAVE 
EATEN, ALL THE HANDSOME WOMEN 
I HAVE ENJOY'D,, ALL THE WORSHIP 
THAT WAS PAID ME, AND ALL THE 
RICHES I WAS POSSESS'D OF, HAVE 
FAIL'D ME; AND WHEN 1 SET: FORWARD 
FROM THIS WORLD INTO THE INVISIBLE 
STATE, I HAD NEITHER GOLD, NOR 
HORSE, NOR CHARIOT. I 4M NOW, 1 
SAY, BUL. THE DUST THOU TRE ADEST 


ON. 
| Such 
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Such another was Sardanapalus, one of the Suc- 
ceſſors of Ninus in that Monarchy, and in the Cor- 
ruption of his Manners. An efteminate Prince, a 
Slave to his Luſts, and not worthy of an Imperial 
Crown. It was not to his Virtue, or Courage, that 
Nineveh was obliged, for ſuſtaining a Siege of eight 
and twenty Moons, but to the impregnable Strength 
of her own Walls. For, ſo ſoon as he was told, 
That the Oracle was fulfilled, and that the River Eu- 
' phrates was join'd in League with his Enemies, and 
had by an unuſual Flood, broke down a conſi- 
derable Part of the Walls in which he truſted ; 
all his Bravery vaniſhed ; he ſhewed he was a 
Coward, and kill'd himſelf for fear of Death. Vet 
ſuch was the ſordid Impotence of his Spirit, that 
even in this Way he durſt not die alone, but ta- 
king his Concubines and neareſt Attendants, with 
all his Gold and Jewels, he forced them to_accom- 
Fany him into the Hollow of a Funeral Pile, which 
he fired with his own Hands, and burnt his Ser- 
vants with Himſelf. I do not eſteem it an Effect of 
Courage, to make Death a Sanctuary from the ine- 
vitable Miſeries of a hated Life. But, to be either 
willing to Die, in the Heighth of Human Enjoy- 
ments, or to be reſolved to Live, and out- brave theſe 
very Calamities, which would tempt any Man to 
die, is the peculiar Marks of an Heroick Reſo- 
lution. TH 

However, thus died Sardanapalus, having deſired 
That a Monument might be erected to his Memory 
with this Inſcription; 


SARDANAPALUS LTD MUCH IN 4 LITTLE 
TIME, HAVING ALWAYS GRATIFIED HIS 
SENSES: HE BUILT TWO CTIIIES, ANCHI- 
ALA AND TARSUS, IN ONE DAY; PER. 
FORMED THE TASK OF MANY 1 IV 

| . FOUR 


 _ .cuſa, and ſaw in the Hands of Mars a Sword, whoſe 
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FOUR AND TWENTY HOURS : ADVISES 
THEE, READER, TO IMITATE HIS EX. 
AMPLE ; EAT, DRINK, AND ENFOY THY 
SELF, FOR, AFTER DEATH, THERE 18 
NEITHER PLEASURE, NOR PAIN. 


Theſe were but Pigmies in Atheiſm, in Compari- 
ſon of others. Dionyſius the Sicilian Monarch, was 
a Giant in Infidelity. He net only committed Sa- 
crilege, but made it his Paſtime He droll'd upon 
the Gods, while he robb'd their Temples ; into 
which he never enter'd without a ef, nor de- 
parted from their Atars witnout a Satire. He put 
a Weullen Garment on the Image of Jupiter Olym- 
pus, inſtead of the Golden Robe with which King 
Hiero had cloath'd it; and, excus'd the Sacrilege, 
by ſaying, Exchange vas no Robbery, and, That he 
conſulted the Eaſe and Health of the God beth for 
Summer and Winter, He play'd the Barber to the 
Statue of Aſculapius, and ſhav'd off his Golden 
Beard, ſaying, That fince Apollo, his Father, was 
beardl:ſs, it was but good Mannes for the Son to be 
fa tco. When he came into a rich Temple in Syra- 


Hilt was thick ſet with Diamonds, Emeralds, and 
Rubies, he made a mock Obeiſance, and took the 
Sword from the extended Arm of the /mage, ſay ing, 
The God of War preſented him with that Sword, as 
an Earneſt of his future Victories, and he ſhould be 
wery ungrateful and impitus, not to accept the Gift of 
the Deity. It was a naſty Afﬀront which Nero put 
upon the Syrian Goadiſi, when he caus'd his Excre- 
ments to be thrown in her Face. 

Theſe were Royal Aheifts, and no Body durſt 
controul their impious Pranks, The Libertines now 
a- days are more modeſt and politick. They dare 
not violate Temples, not prophane the Altar, 4 
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the Chriftians openly but ſecretly they undermine 
all Religion, and diſpute People out of their Faith. 
Some of thele Atheiſts maintain the World to be 
Eternal. Others hold,” That it came by a fortuitous 
Concourſe of Atoms ; which after an eternal Dance, 
in an infinite Space, at laſt jumbled together into that 
exquiſite Order we now behold and contemplate. 
They profeſs themſelves Diſciples of Epicurus, yet 
wilfully corrupt the Do&rines of that virtuous Phi- 
loſopher, who though he taught, That the Supreme 
Felicity of Man conſiſted in Pleaſure, yet never 
meant that of the Body, but the purer Joys and 
1 of the Mind, ariſing from a Life led 
according to Reaſon : Whereas theſe modern Epicu- 
reans place their higheſt Contentment in the Satis- 
faction of their Senſual Appetites. A jolly Crew, 
who number their Days by Debaucheries, and reckon 
that Hour miſpent, wherein they have not drawn 
ſome Line of Voluptuouſneſs. And, as if they-had 
conſecrated themſelves to Bacchus and Venus, Women 
and Wine divide the moſt important Actions of their 
whole Lives. Peet” ee 
They are profeſſed Enemies to the DoFrine of the 
Reſurrection, of Good and Evil Spirits, of the Day of 
Judgment, of Heaven and Hell They eſteem Re- 
ligion only as an Invention of Politicians, to reduce 
the World under ſome Form of Government ; and 
ſpare not to call Moſes and Jeſus the Son of Mary, 
Impeſtors, as well as Mahomet our Hely Law-giver. 
They laugh at Miracles. and ridicule Prophecies ; and 
you had as good tail to them of a Man in the Moon, 
as of an Apparition from the Dead. 
Theſe Sort of Libertines are not only to be found in 
the Coaure of France, but in general all over Europe. 
The Contagion is Epidemick, the Infection has ſpread 
it ſelf through Clergy and Laity, Nobles and Vulgar; 
inſomuch, as he pailes for a Man of no Wit, who 
has not a Spice of  Athei/m. vn | 
| his 
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This will not ſeem ſtrange, when thou ſhalt know 
That even among their Mafti's themſelves, there have 
been ſome Lucians; who eſteem'd Religion but an 
Old Wife's Tale, and us'd the moſt important Arti- 
cles of their Faith, but as Inſtruments of Ambition 
and Avarice, to aggrandize themſelves; and fill their 
Coffers, Leo X. a famous Roman Pontiff, will be re- 
corded to all Poſterity, for that Sarcaſm of his on 
Jeſus, the Meffias of the Chriſtians ; How much are 
abe enriched by this Fable of Chriſt ! Indeed, if 
we reflect well on the Maxims and Practices of that 
Court, it will not be hard to conclude, That Gold is 
the Great God of the Romans, and the Ultimate Ob- 
je of their Adoration ; ſince that alone can open or 
ſhut Heaven and Hell; no Piety or Virtue, no Pray- 
ers or Tears, Arms or Penances being available; 
unleſs made ſo by the meritorious Adjunct of this 
powerful Metal. Neither need the molt enormous 
Sinners deſpair of Pardon, if they have but Pluto 
for their Proctor, and Gold for their Apology ; there 
being certain Rates ſet upon all Sins, which if paid, 
thoſe of the deepeſt Dye are as readily abfolv'd, as 
the ſmalleſt Peccadillo's. 1 | 
This Spiritual Merchandize of Souls in the Su- 
preme Court of Chriſtendom, has, in no ſmall Degree, 
contributed to the Atbeiſm of the Age; while Re- 
ligion is thereby render'd cheap 0 vile, a mere 
Artifice of Government, a Stratagem of the Prieſt- 
hood, to keep Fools in Awe a d Subjectisn. And 
therefore, ſuch as have a better Opinion of them- 
ſelves, and would be thought Men of Senſe, take 
Occaſion to carp at the very fundamental Princi- 
ples of all Religion, and to diſpute againit the Be- 
ing of a God. Rather than tamely couch under the 
Luggage of manifeſt Impoſtures; they, like wild 
Colts, throw off the Voke even of natural Religion 
and common Morality: And, becauſe they have 
too much Seſe to be abus d with Religicus * 
2 , an 
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and too little Faith to ſwallow all the Pious Frauds 
of the Church for undoubted Oracles of Heawer, 
they will have no Faith at all, nor give any Cre- 
dit to the Dictates of Correct Reaſon, but, turn- 
ing Scepticks in all Things, are ſtedfaſt to Nothing 
but the Satisfaction of their Luſts; looking upon 
it as ill Huſbandry of the preſent Time, to ſquander 
= the leaſt Moment on the Thoughts of a Future 
ife. | 
But thou, Venerable Hogia, who haſt been preſent 
at the My/teries of the Holy Sipulchre, and kiſs d the 
Floor of Abraham's Oratory, art happy in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a blameleſs Fuizrh. Thou haſt renounced 
the vain Pleaſures of Senſe; and thy Life is one con- 
tinued Series of Abſtinence, Prayer, Faſting, Alms, 
and other good Works. Having been bleſs'd with 
frequent Vitions of Paradiſe, and Anticipations of 
the immortal State, pray, that Mahmut may perſevere 
in the Faith of a Muſſulman, and the Integrity of a 
Loyal Slave to the Grand Signior. x 


Paris, 20th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1614. 


LCETTES XXX: 
To Egry Boinou, a White Eanuch. 


Cannot forget the Time, fince thou and I fate 
1 together in the Cheoſe at Scutari, and enter- 
tained each other with the Sto ies of the ancient 
Greek Pocts. The Proſpect which that Gallery af- 
forded, renewed our Memory of ſeveral Nations 
Strife about the Birch place of Homer; and from 
thence gave us Occaſion to diſcourſe and make 
Compariſons between Him and Heſioa, * 
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and the reſt of the celebrated Poets, Philoſophers, and 
Sages, of the Ea. I remember we pſi by De- 
rees from one Subject to another, till at length we 

II upen the Tranſlation of their Heroes, and the 
Genealogy of their Gods, Thou will ſay, I have a 
good Memory, ſhould I now rehearſe the Series of 
our Conve ſation on this Point. But, I will not be 
ſo troubleſome for the Sake of Applauſe. Tho' I 
often think over thy Sentiments with infinite De- 
light, yet I will not repeat them kere, leſt I tempt 
thee to throw away my Letter before thou haſt half 
read it. Only give me Leave to put thee in Mind, 
how thou didit then vindicate the [nfant World, 
for placing thoſe excellent Souls in Heaven, who 
had been illuſtrious Benefactors to Mankind on 
Earth ; and, that tho' After ages fell into the Crime 
of 14 lat, by giving Divine Honours to the firſt 
Inventers of Arts and Sciences, and facrificing to 
the Manes of departed Herocs; yet it was thy Opi- 
nion, That thoſe who firſt conſecrated them to ” 
mortality, and a Fame that ſhould know no End, did 
but perform the Rites of Gratitude, execute the 
Dictates of innocent Nature, without ever dream- 
ing of the Religious Ceremonies which their delu- 
ded Poſterity ſuperinduc'd. 

Jo do thee Juſtice, this was a Noble Thought, full 
of Humanity, and, exactly ſquaring with unbyaſs'd 
Reaſon ; and I muſt confels, I owe the frequent Cure 
of my Melancholy to the Force of this generous Sen- 
timent. 

The Chriftians, eſpeially here in the Ve, out- 
go the Jews in the ſuperſtitious Narrowneſs of 
their Principles; and, as the latter confined Salva- 
tion to the Lineage of Jacob, ſo the former reſtrain 
it to the Latin Church. I have often convers'd with 
ſome of their Learned Derwiſes, on the Theme of 
the Pagans Salvation; but can by no Arguments 
beat them of from their inveterate Prejudice. 
| | They 
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They will not allow ſo much as one of the Heathens 
to be ſaved, and but a Hundred and Forty Four 
Thouſand of the Jabs, accounting Twelve J hou- 
ſand of every ribe. This is the ſevere Arithme- 
tick of the Metern Religion, whoſe Profeſſors there- 
by render themſelves greater /i4c/s than thoſe 
they damn. Tis to be hoped, there is a larger 
Calcule with God for the Number of the B/:/ed, 
or elſe one would think, Hell would be too popu- 
lous, and the Dewi/ would be forced to make . 
quent Decimations, and ſend Colonies Abroad, to 
make Room for the ever freſh Glut of his new 
Gueſts. 

For my Part, who was educated in the impartial 
Rudiments of ruth, in the ſerene Principles of the 
Mahometan Faith, I believe, I bat there are ſome 
ſaved of all Religions; and, That at the Day of 
Judgment there ſhall be erected a Fourth Banner for 
ſuch to reſort to, who never heard of Mees, Jeſus, 
or Mahomet. Aſſuredly, here is no Malice in the 
Omni potent, and He will not damn Men for their in- 
voluntary Ignorance of his Revealed Laus, provided 
they live up to the genuine Dictates of Nature and 
Reoſon, which are the trueſt Sandards of Virtue and 
poſitive Religion. 

The Chriftians have a Heaven for their Saints, 
and a Hell for their Sinners; in this they agree with 
the Mu/julmans. They have a Limbo for Iufants that 
die unbaptized ; and, another for the Virtuous 7/- 
raelites, who lived before the Mt. Their 
Charity had been compleat, had they provided a 
Third for Juit and Virtuous Men of all a7. 96" ; 
whom it 1s too hard to damn on the Score of what 


they know not, ſo long as they unblameably pra- 
ice whatſoever Good they know. The Chapter of 
Priſons in the Alcoran, ſeems to contain a more equal 
Diſtribution of Juſtice ; when it aſſigns a Miadle- 
Place, between Paradiſe and Hell, to thoſe — 
8} ve 
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have led an indifferent Life, equally chequered 
with Virtue and Vice. I hey there behold the 
Toys of the Bleſſed, and the Torments of the Damned; 
| yet ſhall neither taſte of the One, nor feel the 
Other; but paſs their Time in a tedious Neutra- 
lity, between the Heighth of Bliſs and the Depth of 
Misery. , 

But, What Mu/ulman will queſtion the Salvation 
of the Gentiles, when the Book of Glory itſelf tells 
us, That Alexander the Great was an Holy Prophet ; 
and yet we know, he neither was of the Seed of 
Abraham, nor was he ſo muck as Circumciſed. 

My Converſe wich the learned Der wiſes in this 
City, has taught me ſome of their Sch, Diſtin- 
ions ; among which, they uſe a pretty one in the 
Damnation of unbaptized Infants ; teaching, I hat 
ſuch are damned to the Pain of Loſs, but not to 
the Pain of Scnſe. I am apt to think, this DiſtinQi- 
on may very well be adapted to the Cale of many 
Men, who, as their Virtues are not of that Hemoick 
Stamp, as to carry them directly to Paradiſe ; fo, © 
neither are their Vices of ſo black a Lincture, as 
to ſink them immediately to Hell. I believe, there 
are proportionate Rewards and Puniſhments for all 
Sorts and Degrees of Virtue and Vice ; and, That 
the Souls of the Departed are marſhall'd and diſ- 
poſed in Receptacles agreeable to their proper Rank 
and Quality, And, if I can but get to Virgils 
133 Greens and ſhady Woods, the fortunate 

anſions of Innocent and Juſt Men, I will not 
envy the Heroes, nor defire to be canonized among 
the Gods. Elizium and Paradiſe are much at one 
to me: I ſeek not the Name, but the Nature, of Bl. 
Provided I may gain but a Place of Reſt and Refreſh- 
ment, and be admitted into agreeable Company, I 
will ngt complain, nor diſturb the Peace of the 
Bl:fed, with an ambitious Queſt of the higheſt 
Dignities in Heaven; as if a Man could not be 


happy» 
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Happy, unleſs he be made a Yizir of the Bench 
* 


e. 

Let thou and I, dear Fgry, live in ſuch an exact 
Conformity of Manners here, that when we go 
hence, we may by the Divine Numen, be both diſpo- 
ſed in the ſame Apartment and Society , carry our 
Frierdſhip along with us to that other World ; and 
let us make a Covenant, That whoſoever dies firſt, 

ſhall ſoon appear to the Survivor, and give nim a true 
Account of his State, if it be in the Power of the 
Dead to perform ſuch Bargains. 

In the mean Time, 1 counſel hee to make much of 
this preſent Life; not by ſordid Voluptouinels and 
Vice, from which I know thy ratural Averſion ; but 
by borrowing from each Element. an Occaiion of 
improving thy Science and Virtue. This is the 
Way to be raiſed above the Elements, in which at 
preſent thou art a Sojourner ; and co attain tay Na- 
tive Skies, and Kindred Stars ; where the Renown'd 
Poets, Pbilaſephers, Law-givers, and other virtuous 
Men, are gone before us, expect our Coming, and 
sre ready to welcome us to the Rights of their happy 
Society. Adieu. 


Paris, 13th of the 1it Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


LELTERXKE 


To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer. 


T is apparent, That the States of the World are 

void of Compaſſion, and that they are altoge- 
ther actuated by a Principle of Intereſt. 

Monfieur la Tuilliere, Ambaſſador from France to 


the King of Denmark, arrived at that Court with 
ſpecious 
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ſpecious Pretexts of Mediation, promiſing to do his 
utmoſt, to accommodate the Differences between the 
two Crowns of Denmem and Swedelant, with all poſ- 
fible Advantages to the former. But when the Buſi- 
neſs. came to the Tryal, when he ſaw King Chriſtian 
advancing into the Field againſt Gzufawas, with an 
Army of near Twenty Thouſand Men, which in all 
likehhood whould have given the Swedes occaſion to 
repent their raſh and unjuſt Incurſions; he charm'd 
the good-natur'd old King, with ſuch fair Promiſes, 
and ſubtle Infinuations, that he cauſed him to retreat 
at the Moment of giving Battle. 

In the fame Manner dealt Ga/afſo with the King, 
who did but make a Shew with his Forces, without 
doing any effectual Service. For, when he might 
have compelled the Szv2d;/b General either to fight ar 
retire, he ſuffered him freely to paſs through Holſſein, 
and return into Germany. 

The Curious and Inquiſitive, lay the Blame of this 
Treachery on Cardinal Mazarini, whoſe Piſtoles, they 
ſay, had corrupted Gal2fſo, and made him run coun- 
ter to his Maſter's Inſtructions. | 

But, in my * this is an unjuſt Cenſure o 
the Cardinal, who was afterwards known to be in- 
ſtrumental in ſparring on the Ho/landers to compoſe 
theſe Quarrels: Which, at laſt, was accompliſh'd by 
the dextrous Mediation of this great Miniſter. 

I wiſh, The Differenees between our Glorious Sul 
tan and the Venetians were as well adjuſted with Hq- 
nour to the Ottoman Empire. 


Paris, 1ſt of the 2d Myon, 
of the Year 1645. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXL 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of State. | 


HE Wars of Germany and Swedeland are the 
4 * Subject of Diſcourſe all over Europe; 
eſpecially in this Court, which has a great Intereſt in 
the good Succeſs of the Seed; Arms, the Houſe of 
Auftria being the molt formidable Enemy that France 
has in the World. | 
General Torſenſon marches about like another Scan- 
derbeg, Victorious wkere-ever he ſtrikes. "Twas to 
his own Ruin, that G41 ſuffer'd him to paſs quiet- 
5 through Zo/fein ; when, in ConjunQion with the 
aniſh Army, he was ina Condition to give him 


— 


Battle, or compel him to retire. 

No ſooner was Galaſ ſeparated from the Danes, 
and encamped near Magdebu gh, but, Torſſenſon be- 
gan to cblerve his Motions, and lay down not far 
from him, between whom there paſſed many Skir- 
miſhes, which very much leſten'd the German Army, 
Beſides, they were extremely incommoded for Want 
of Proviſions ; ſo, That at his Return to Boh:mia, 
he could preſent the Emperor with but a few of his 
Men, and give but a ſhallow Account of the Lois of 
the reſt. _. 

In the mean Time, Coning ſmark and Papen heim, 
two other Swedi/b Commanders, are not idle, having 
taken Suden and Boxtchawdt, with moſt of the other 
important Places in the A chbiſbopricł of Bremen. 

Thus the German Affairs decline apace ; and, the 
Swedes, who not long ago were obſcure, and ſcarce 


regarded, begin to make a conſiderable Figure in the 
World. | 
I ſhall 
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I thall ſend thee a conſtant Account of what is moſt 
Remarkable. God augment thy Felicity. 


Paris, 27th of the zd Moon, 
of the Tear 1645. 


LETTER ER 


To Berba Muſtapha, Aga. 


HE Bloody Battle of Tankow has unperch'd 
the In perial Eagle, which can no longer en- 
dure the Smoke of S. edi Gunpowder. , 

The German Court is removed in a great Fright to 
Progue in Bohimic, there to curſe the Avarice of 
the Soldiers, whoſe greedy Deſire of the Sevedi/þ 
Prey, betray d the Can Army to the Swords of 
the Conquerors. 

This Battle was fought on the Sixth Day of the 
Third Moo of this pretent Year. ' Goetz, one of the 
Imperial Generals, was killed in the firſt Onſet; 
which inflam'd Bron Fohn de Nerat, That, with 
Four i houfand Men, he brake into the Let Ying of 
the Swedes, putting them into an irrecoverable Diſ- 
order. The Germens, ſeeing their Enemies retreat in 
much Confuſion, fell to plundering the Baggage. 
General Tor/ten/on turning their Covetouſneſs to his 
Advantage, lets them alone til! they were all entangled 
and loaden with Booty ; then ſuddenly falls upon 
-- and turned the Fortune of the Day on his own 
Side 

There were above Three Thouſand of the Imperia- 
liſts killed upon the Spot, and Four Thoufand taken 
Priſoners ; among whom were the Generals Hats- 
feldt, Mercy, Bray, Zarahiſtie, and ſeven otuer Prin- 
cipal Commanders. 

By 
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Buy this fatal Stroke, the Swedes have opened to 
themſelves a Paſſage into Moravia, Auſtria, and Hun- 
gary. So that, in Time, they may extend their 
Conqueſts even to the Confines of the O:roman 
_— 

pray the Great God, To continue the Wars be- 
tween theſe Infidel Nations; that ſo, Not attending to 
the general Intereſt of Chriftendom, but weakening 
.each other, they may, at length, become a Prey to 
the True Believers. | 

Paris, 1ſt of the 2d Moon, 
of the Tear 1645. 


—— 
— 
nn. 


LETTER XXXIIlI. 


To Oſman Adrooneth, au Aftrologer at 
| Scio. n 


Know not whether it be an Effect of the Stars, or 

the Sport of Spirits that has happened here lately; 
whether it proceeds from Heawen or Hell, Nature or 
Magick Art, Chance or Defing 3 the Marks it has left 
behind it are very Terrible, and the Aſtoniſhment is 
not yet off from the People's Hearts. 

Ihree Days ago, I was riding from Paris to Saint 
Germain en Lay, where the Court reſides. When I 
was got about half Way on the Road there aroſe 
a ſudden Blaſt Wind, which ruſhing vehement! 
among the i'rees made an uncouth N ot and ſtruck 
me with ſome Surprize and Horror : But, my Amaze- 
ment was ſoon 1ncreaſed, when 1 preceived the 
Hedges and Trees that grew along the Road Side, 
torn up, and carried away by an inviſible Hand. I 
was afraid, my Horſe and I ſhould have been ta- 
ken up for Company: For this Whirlwind paſſed 
very near us, twiſting in all that was in its Way ; 

; an 
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and ſwiftly moving in a circular Figure, it grew to 
ſuch a Bigneſs, by the continual Addition of Trees, 
Hedges, Stones, Earth, Sc. that it ſeemed like a 
flying Wood. | 
I tellthee, though I was not without ſome Ap- 
33 of Danger, yet hitherto this was the — 
nteſt and moſt diverting Spectacle that ever 1 ſaw 
in my Life. Trees are a very grateful Object on the 
Earth, but they are much more ſo in the Air; and 
eſpecially at that Height and Diſtance, they affect 
the Eye wich unſpeakable Delight. I was raviſhed 
to ſee a moving Foreſt, almoſt as high as the Clouds. 
The pendulous Gardens of Babylon would have 
- cn but a Trifle, in Compariſon of this Noble 

cene. | 

I followed it with my Eye as far as I could, till 
at length my Sight was intercepted by a thick Show- 
er of Rain, which drove me into a Houſe for Shel- 
ter. Where, before I came away, I was informed, 
that what I eſteemed ſo delightful, proved very Tra- 
gical to the neighbouring Villages. Falling down 
from that Height I left it at, and ſcattering its for- 
mer Load, it fell violently into the Groves and Or- 
chards, tearing up ſome Thouſands of Trees by the 
Roots, and carrying them away like Chaff in the Air, 
— down many Hundreds of Houſes, removing 
others from the Foundations, and deing the poor x 
Huſbandmen ſuch irrepairable Damages, as the like 
has not been known in the Memory of Man. \ 
Common Humanity taught me to pity theſe In- 1 
 fidels ; and the Natural Principle of Self-Preſerva- 
tion, made me bleſs my ſelf, That I had eſcaped 
ſo imminent a Danger. But tell me, Thou who art 
converſant in the Secrets of Nature, who knoweſt 
the Irſuences of the Stars, and the Hidden Force 
of the Elements, What is the Cauſe of theſe wild | 
Fits and Convulſions of the Air ? The Superltitious f 
here fay, The Devils are let looſe at ſuch a '{'une 
#rcm their Infernal * to keep 4 „ 
5 an 
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and play their wanton Pranks in open Light, there 
being no Holidays in Hell. Others believe Magician 
are at Work; and by the Force of Spells, raiſe Hur- 
ricanes and Storms. But the Learned ſay, That theſe 
are only the Effects of Nature, proceeding from Me- 
teors and Exhalations in the Air. I, for my Part, 
never puzzle myſelf with a vain Search after that 
which cannot be demonſtrated. If theſe Hurricanes 
be Natural, then 'tis certain, Nature does not diſco- 
ver her Power at all Times, nor in the conſtant Series 
of her Works ; but has her Reſerves, and Times of 
State, wherein ſhe diſplays herſelf with greater Pa- 

try, to create Reſpect: Since the unthinking 
Part of Mankind, 1s ſooner taken with ſuch unuſual 
Events as make a Noiſe, than with the antient ſtand- 
ing Miracles of the Creation, the filent and regular 
Motiens, exquiſite Order, and never-ceaſing Acti- 
vity of the Sun, Moon, and Stars. Thus, we are 
never ſenſible of the Heat that is within us, of the 
Circulation of our Blood, becauſe we are always 
habituated to feel it from our Embryo. 

I tell thee, Sage O/marn, if I have any Dread upon 
me, it is of Earthquakes ; becauſe they take from us 
all ſure Footing. From Thunder, Lightning, and 
all the Storms in open Air, Tiberius's Remedy will 
fecure us: Nay, the very Beafts will be our Guides 
to ſome ſafe Den or Cave; but, from an Earthquake 
there's no Retreat ; that undermines and blows us up 
without any Warning, neither have we Time or 
Means to eſcape. I his makes me always think, I 
walk upon a Cobweb ; ſo thin and brittle is this out- 
ward Cruſt ef Earth we tread on. 

He that founded the Earth, and has admirably 
kneaded this Globe together with Water, grant us a 
Refuge in Time of Danger, and an Eternal Sanctuary 
in Paradiſe. (0 


Paris, ſt of the 2d Moon, | 
of the Tear 1645. | 
| £4 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Need not apologize for my long Silence. Elia- 
chim aſſures me, he has acquainted Nathan Ben 
Se ddi with the Occaſion of it, by whom the News 
of my Impriſonment might be tranſmitted to the 
Sublime Port. When I was firſt ſeized upon, I had 
not the Liberty to ſend for Eliachim, or ſee any Body 
that I deſired to ſpeak with. But that honeſt Jeb, 
ſoon heard the News, and writ to Yicrxa, to prevent 
any Diſpatches that might come from thence, or from 
Conſtentineple. He has now fully convinced me of 
his Fidelity, which I ſo long ſuſpected; and I dare 
truſt him henceforward with the moſt important Con- 
cerns of my Commiſſion. His Sagacity and Conduct 
in this Occurrence, is worthy of Acknowledgment 
and Reward ; having dextrouſly blinded Cardinal 
Mzczarini, who is an Argus; baffled his ſevereſt Seru- 
tinies, and been highly inſtrumental in procuring me 
the Liberty I now again enjoy. 

The Arabian Proverb ſays, The Camel that tra- 
wels often to Meccha, will return lame at laſt. I had 
for a long Time eſſayed, to penetrate into the Drifts 
of this Cardinal, as well of thoſe of his Predeceſſor 
Richlicu, yet found nathing but Riddles. One 
might as ſoon trace Arethuſea in her Wandrings un- 
der Ground, or purſue a Man in the intricate Mazes 
of Dædalus, as diſcover the Intrigues of this State- 
Serpent. His Deſigns are a perfect Labyrin#h. How- 
ever, walking one Day in one of their Churches, I 
caſt my Eye on a Stone in the Pavement, juſt 
before the Image of the Virgin Mary, which by the 
perpetual kneeling of many thouſand Votaries, 
was worn away half a Cubit. The Sight of this 
made me conclude, That there is no Difficulty fo 

N 2 great, 
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great, which by aſſiduous Induſtry, and conſtant Re- 
ſolution, may not be overcome. Chear'd with this 
Thought, 1 determin'd with my ſelf never to faint, 
or give over my moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours to un- 
lock the Cabinet of this Great Miniffer, wherein 
I knew all the Szcr-ts of Europe were laid up. I left 
no Stone unturn'd to compaſs my Deſign; lng 
the Cur t daily, and follow'd the Cardinal like his 
Shadow. I inſinuated with his Followers and Crea- 
tures, flatter'd the Soft and Ambitious, preſented 
Gifts to the Covetous; was merry and frank with 
ſome, reſerv'd and grave with others: In fine, I 
ſo.aim'd to comport my ſelf with every one, that I 
might win all. At length, knowing that there was 
a private 2 from Prince Ragotſ{t come to this 
Cart, my Leal for the Grand Signior ſuggeſted to 
me, That if I could wind wy felf into thi Man's 
' Acquaintance, I ſhould be able to unravel ſome great 
Secret, and do an acecptable Service to the Orteman 

Eni ire. 
portunities are ſeldom wanting to the Watch- 
ful and Diligent. I had Acquaintance enough at the 
Curt, and appearing often in the Retinue of Maza- 
rie; and the Cardinal fometimes ſingling me out, 
and diſcourſing with me, in the Preſence of the 
Tranſylwanian, this Sanger took more than,ordina- 
TY Notice of me: Which gave me Occaſion to ad- 
eſs my ſelf to him, in Hopes to accompliſh my 
Purpoſe. But Fate had otherwiſe decreed. The 
Agent remembred my Face, and told me in the 
Sclaworian Tongue, That he had ſeen me in the 
Grand Signior's Seraglio. It is not hard for thee, 
Illuftrious Kaimacham, to conceive the Diſorder 
1 was in at this Challenge. But reſuming Courage, 
I replyed, That it was poſſible be might have 
feen me there; fer, I had formerly ſarved a Ger- 
man Ambaſlador at the Ottoman Court, in Quality 
of Secretary. He ſeemed ſatisfied with my Ane 
wer, diſſembling his farther Thoughts: But, as I 
\ after- 

\ 
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afterwards perceived, I owe my Confinement to 
this fatal Interview. No doubt, but he remark'd 
the particular Station I was in at the Scraglio, when 
he came thither to negotiate for Prince Ragotſi 
in Sultan Amurath's Time For, before I went to 
Bed that Night, I was ſent for to Cardinal Maze- 
rini, and ſtrictly examined about my Country, my 
Religion, my Bufineſs at Paris, and other Matters ; 
and was ſent away Priſoner to the Baſile (which 
was formerly a Citadel, erected to awe this Town, 
but not being found ſerviceable in that Kind, is ſince 
made a Priſon.) 'Tkat which moſt puzzles me is, 
'That I was not confronted Face to Face with this 
Tranſylvanian. My Confinement was very cloſe, 
being denied the Uſe of Pen, Ink and Paper, and 
the Acceſs of any of my Friends. Indeed, 1 knew 
not what Uſe to make of thoſe Materials, nor durſt 
I write to any Body, left I ſhould have brought 
them into the fame Snare, and done myſelf a great- 
er Diſſervice. All my Comfort was, That 1 had 
left no Writings in my Lodgings, which could diſ- 
cover the Affairs of my Commiſion. "Tis true, when 
I was ſearch'd, they found the A/coran in my Pocket, 
which gave a mighty Jealouſy to the Cardinal, 
but I excuſed it by ſaying, I kept that Book, that 
I might not forget my Frabick ; in which the Car- 
dinal knew I was well fkil'd, having formerly ſeen 
a Tran/lation which I made out of that Language 
for Cardinal RichFeu Beſides, they found in my 
Chamber, Plutarch's Lives, the Annals of Tacitus; 
Livy's Reman Hiſtory; a Philoſophical Treotiſe of 
Axmerroes, and a ſmall Trad of St. Auguſtine, one of 
the Chriſtian Fathers : Which made it appear, as 
reaſonable to conclude me a Pagan or a Chriſtian, 
for having their Books by me, as a Turk for having 
the Alcoran. 

I till perſiſted, in aſſerting my ſelf to be 77tus 
of Moldavia, and that I was a Chriſtian ( Heaven 
forgive the Perjury !) I had a Friar ſent to me, who 
0 | OE OS exhorted 
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exhorted me to a Confeſſion of my Sin, thinking 
this Way to pump the mighty Secret from me. But 
this turned to my Advantage; for calling to Mind a 
Learned and Ingenious Friar, with whom I had con- 
vers'd, and contrafted ſome Friendfhip, I ſignified 
my Reſolution to confeſs myſelf to him. This is a 
Privilege could dot be denied me, it being lawful for 
every Man to chuſe his own Confefſor. The Friar 
was ſent for : And, this being the only Time I wes 
like to ſpeak to any of my Friends without Witneſ- 
ſes, I improv'd the Advantage ; and to make my 
Conf+//ion ſeem the more ſincere, I accuſed myſelf of 
what I never was guilty of, telling him with a well 
counterfeited Sorrow, That the true Reaſon of my 
abandoning Moldawia, was, becauſe I had murdered 
a near Kinſman there. My Confeſion ended, and 
Abſolution granted, the Friar embraced me, and told 
me, That he would do me all the Service he could, 
in order to my Releaſe. I expreſſed my Gratitude 
in the beſt Terms I could, and begged of him to viſit 
me often, ſince he was the only Perſon would be al- 
lowed to do me that kind Office. I will not detain 
. thee longer, ſage Baſ/a, in ExpeRation of the Iſſue. 

I bis honeſt Friar was as good as his Word. He 

was admitted to ſee me almoſt daily without Suſpi- 
cion. I truſted him with Eliachim's Acquaintance ; 
which render'd him very ſerviceable ; for he often 
brought me Money from the FJeww, when he knew 
not how otherwiſe to convey it to me. In a Word, 
between them both, they ſo wrought on the Cardinal, 
that after Six Moons Impriſonment, I was releas d, 
and am now in more Credit.than before. 

The Great God grant, that the Malice of the I, - 
dils may always turn to the Fe of the True 
Beliewert; and that from their jealouſies, Occaſions 
may ariſe to promote the Intereſt of the Ottoman 
Empire. 9 | 

Paris, 24th of the 7th Moon, 

F/ the Year 1645. 
LETTER 
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rr 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


T length I am releas'd from a tedious Impri- 


ſonment, the Occaſion of which the Kaimas 
cham will 1 thee with. Had this happened 
in Spain, my Uſage had been much worſe. And for 


this Reaſon, I eſteem France the nobleſt and freeſt - 


Kingdom within the Pale of the Latin Church ; that 
it never would ſubmit to the Tyranny of the Inguiſi- 
tion : Which is a kind of Ecclefia/tical Divan, or 
High- Court of Fudicature, where Crimes againf the 
Church and State are tried. It was firſt erected at the 
Inſtance of one Dominich, who for this meritorious 
Project, was afterwards canonized a Saint, The 
original Deſign of it was, to extirpate the Moors and 
Jeaus out of Spain and Portugal, But now 'tis made 
a Trap for all Strangers, and eſpecially thoſe they 
call Hereticks. Whoſgever falls into it, is common- 
ly fleec'd of his Eſtate, and not ſeldom chous'd out 
of his Life. For, the firſt Thing the Holy Fathers 


Inguifiters do, is to make a zealous and devout In- 


ſpection into the Poſſeſſions of the Priſoner. If 
they find him Rich, that is ſufficient to make him 
Criminal; and the good Fathers will take a pious 
Care to diſpoſe of his Wealth. They have their 
Spies in all Companies, who inform them of Mens 
Words and Actions. Theſe Hounds are always up- 
on the Scent ; and will ſmell a Heretick out if he 
breathes within the Purlicu of their Hunt. A Man 
dares not ſay his Seul is his own in theſe Countries; 
nor claim the Privilege to exerciſe his Reaſon, The 
Inhabitants live in a moſt abje& Slavery to tle 
Pri:Jthoed, and Travellers muſt drag the Chain, bri- 
dle their Tongues, and curb their Actions for their 
own Security. But in France the Inqui/tion is ab- 
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horr'd, and an immortal Averſion conceived againſt 
the Tyranny, and cruel Practices of the Spaniards. 
The People are of more generous Tempers, the Laws 
are not ſo rigorous, and yet they come far ſhort of 
the Juſtice of the O/toman Empire. Though my Con- 
finement was tedious, yet 'twas tolerable ; and, if I 
could not be happy in a Priſon, ſo neither was I pro- 
Peng miſerable. | 
hen Evil ſurprizes us, we commonly affright 
our ſelves, by beholding it in its groſs Bulk ; our 
ſcattered Spirits are aſtoniſhed at an infinite Bug- 
bear. Whereas, if we take a more particular Sur- 
vey of the dreadful Object, anatomize and view it 
Piece by Piece, we find, that the greateſt Part of 
what ſo diſmayed us, had no other Exiſtence than 
in our. own Imaginations. Thus when I was firlt 
ſeized by Cardinal Maxarinis Order, I preſaged to 
my ſelf no leſs than inſufferable Tortures, an igno- 
minious Death, and (which affected me with the 
moſt ſenſible Grief) the Diſcovery of my Commiſſion, 
and the Affairs of the Sablime Port. When I firſt 
enter'd the Priſon, I bid adieu to all Joy and Comfort 
in this Liſe, and thought of nothing but preparing 
my ſelf for the other World,' where I hoped to be 
renewed again to immenſe Pleaſures, the Delights of 
Paradiſe, as a Reward of my Sufferings tor that 
Law, which was brought down from Heaven by the 
Angel Gabriel. T 
heſe were my firſt Thoughts in Priſon ; but 
when Sleep had compoſed 'my Spirits, and Time 
had render'd me more familiar with the Place of 
my Reſtraint, I began to think it was not impoſh- 
ble to live, and even to regain my Liberty. How- 
ever I reſolved to alleviate the Cauſe of my Reflraint, 
by contracting my Deſires within a narrower Com- 
is, and circumſcribing my Wiſhes within thoſe 
alls which. confined my Body. I framed to-my 


ſelf Felicities, out of the 2 1 of my Mi- 


ſery, and by conſidering what 1 enjoyed, 1 * 
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fied my Diſcontent for what I wanted. I was not 
ſo cloſe ſhut, but that I could at Pleaſure let in 
freſh Air, and take a Proſpect of the City and adja- 
cent Fields at my Window. This made me reliſh 
my Priſon with ſeme Degree of Content. The Want 
which moſt aflited me, was, that of Fountain 
Watcr; which I durſt not ſo much as aſk for, in 
ſuch Quantities as are requiſite to the Cleanneſs of 
a M»/ulman, leſt I ſkould have confirmed them in 
the Suſpicion which was the Occaſion of my Impri- 
ſonment. For, I was ſure, my Actions would be 
narrowly obſerved. 5 

The ſame Caution made me not refuſe to cat on 
Swine's Fleſh, and drink freely of Wine, when once 
invited to the Gowernor's Table. is true, I had 

eat Scruples nd Fears upon me. But, I com- 

orted my ſelf with thoſe Paſſages in the Alcoran, 
which ſeem to indulge us this Liberty in Caſe of Ne- 
ceſſity, by aſſuring us, That God is the Merciful of 
the Merciful, and that he requires not unreaſonable 
Perform ances of his Creatures. Otherwiſe, I ſhould 
have thought every Morſel I fwallow'd of that exe- 
crable Meat would have choaked me, and every 
Draught of Wine have been my Poiſon. Tell me, 
Great Oracle of Truth, whether in this I have not 
ſinned ? I think my ſelf rot innocent, till thou haſt 
8 me ſo, However, this Frank neſs in 

ating and Drinking with the Chriſians, without 
the leaſt Reſerve or Niceneſs, contributed ſomething 
to their better Opinion of me. Men are generally 
ſo wedged to their own Cuſtoms, that he looks like 
a Monſter, who thwarts them, and does not comply 
with the preſent Mode. And the French have a Pro- 
derb, That whin a Man i at Rome, he muſt live 
like the Romans. 

I telieve I was invited to this Co//ation in order to a 
Difcovery ; and had I refuſed to eat and drink what 
was before me, it had, no doubt, been a convincing 
Argument to theſe Ila, that I was a Mufulman. 
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If I have finned in this Point, I humbly crave thy 
Abſolution and Prayers; but, if I have done well, in- 
form me, that ſo I may have Peace of Conſcience. 


Paris, 24th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


3 
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LETTER XIWRVL. 


To Mehemet, an Eunuch Page in the 
Seraglio. 


HOU haſt long ago heard of my Impriſon- 
ment at Paris, let not the News of my Re- 
leaſe be unwelcome to thee. If thou diſt then ſym- 
athize with my Sufferings, now take a Share in my 
ſo . TFbelieve thou hait Friendſhip enough to do 
th; and, I am willing thou ſhouldeſt Bride the 
One with me as well as the Other, + 
I will not therefore make thee melancholy with 
a Rehearſal of my Fears and Apprehenſions, my 
Wants and Diſcontents, with other doleful Circum- 
ſtances of a Priſon. I am now at Liberty, let Sad- 
neſs vaniſh. Yet I have not ſo forgot my late Grief, 
as to be now exceſſive in my Joy, ſince I am liable 
to the ſame, or a worle Diſaſter again. It is ne- 
ver good to be ſecure, while we are ignoraat what's 
the next Potion that Fate is tempering for us. Mo- 
deration keeps a Man upon his . and, if any 
Stroke of Mis fortune be aim'd at him, he is aware 
of the Blow, and ſo can either dextrouſly ward it 
off, or at leaft take honourable Quarter : Whereas 
he that ſuffers himſelf to be diſſolv'd, and his Mind 
unbent with Proſperity, is taken Captive by Evil, 
without being able to make any ealy Conditions 
for himſelf. I love to have my Eyes open, and to 
look round the whole Horizon of Contingencies : I 
watch 
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watch for the very Poſſibilines of Misfortune, that ſo 
I may not be catch'd napping by a Calamity, but be 
always in a State to fence, or make Compoſition. 

I will now tell thee with more Freedom than I did 
the Mufti, what happened to me during my Impri- 
ſonment. The Governor of the Citadel where I was 
- confin'd, invited me one Day to a Banquet. I need 
not give thee an Inventory of the various Diſhes, 
witk which his Table was furniſhed : Our Entertain- 
ment was generous, he regal'd me beyond the Expec- 

ectation of a Priſoner ; and had there not been a 
-Defign in it, I ſhould have admired the Bounty of 
this Infidel. But this Treat was a Snare, and con- 
trived for a Te of my Religion, Whether I was a 
Diſciple of Mahomet or Frjus * Thou knowelt the 
Chriſtians eat Swine's Fleſh, and drink Wine, which 
the Mu//u/mans have in Abominatien. We had Plenty 
of both at this Feaſt, and I durſt not be ſqueamiſh at 
either. 1 tell thee, though I eat of the one with lit- 
tle Pleaſure, yet I drank of the other without any 
Diſguſt. Theſe Nazarenes imitate the ancient Græ- 
cians at their Banquets, in drinking of Hea/ths to 
ſuch as they moſt efteem. The Governor plied me 
with Glases, and I quaffed liberally. Policy and 
Self-Preſervation taught me to begin the Debauch ; 
and, the Charms of that temptin Ligue would not 
ſuffer me to ſhrink to the End. The Wines of 
France are very delizate, and we had choice of the 
Belt. The Pleaſare I enjoyed at this Banquet, had 
amoſt reconciled me. to the Di/ciples of Hali ; and, 
I could have wiſh'd our Prophet had been in a better 
Humour, when he forbid us the Juice of the Grape. 
He promiſes us Rivers of Wine in Paradi/e, and, 
while I was in my Cups, I thought he might con- 
nive at us, for taking a Glaſs or two ſometimes on 
Earth. If thou haft not yet tafted this enchanting 
Liquor, I wiſh thee to abſtain as 'ong as thou liveſt; 
for otherwiſe thou wilt find it very difficult to over- 
come the Deſires of it, or to live without it. For 
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my part, I greedily longed for it before ever I taſted 


it, becauſe it was forbid : And now I have often had 


my Fill of it, my Appetite is increaſed. The more 
I drink, the greater 15 my Thirſt after it, which is 


never like to be quench'd, till I ſhall drink at the 
Original Fountains of Wine in Paradiſe. 


J do not think it ſo great a Sin as our Doctors 


would make us believe; ſince the Dipine Lawgiver 
preſcribes Abſtinence from Wine, rather as a Coun- 
el, than a Command. If thou art of another Opi- 


nion, I cenſure thee not. The late Sultan Amurath 
was of my Mind; and many Grendces at the Port 


count it no Hereſe. All the Danger lies in the Ex 
. "ceſs: I am no Advocate for'Drunkards: - | 


Let theſe Things be ſpoken like Words ina Dream, 
which cannot be remember'd again. Thou haſt Pru- 
"dence enough to take Care, that this Letter fall not 
into the Hands of ſueh as ſhall diſpoſe of it in the 
Wall of the Hazcda. It is evident that T love thee, 
in that I thus frankly diſcloſe ſuch Paſſages as I would 
mgt have others be privy to. 8 
 Afeer all, I declare 1 ſhould eſteem my ſelf much 
more happy, might I exchange Paris for Conſtanti- 
nople, and the moſt delicious Wines of Europe, for 
the wholeſome Sherbets of Afiz. 

May Heaven fulfil my Deſire to ſee thee onde again, 
with the reſt ef my Friends at the Seraglio. Continue 
thy Affection to Mahmut, who loves his Friends with: 
out Hypocriſy. Adieu. 7 | 


Paris, 24th-of che 5th Moon, 
e the Tear 1645. 


According to the Chriſtian Style, 
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